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Some of the following is from Family records andsome as told me by tkxx some of the Ea

Early settlers of the Rivdr Valley nd the Oak hills.----  1877----  1965.

The following names have disappeared entirely from the supporters ofthe EELVER VALLEY 

suiijun c utxoN,; 19— blL^EY Township, Hastings County, Ontario- ( u NaUa Waox).

From the HILLS—COSBY? ^IARBHA*L», (RICHARD BAMBERS),
( airfield

T. JGHERS,( ROBT. GREEN K-JLY//— MFITLE 1965) - -W GIAS.

FROM THE "VALLEY”--------

HEAa S-BOULTONS—?MCCANNb,-MC NARYS/—KAiTINGS/—SHEAS/— Jr. HO ARD, fisherman at RIVER 

MR CHHlbTlh aU0TT( ..here Ernie Carr 1965)-DING'uALL-FRAPPY-the Jesse Carr family— H ^ry 

Vndervoort( there J. KANE 1965)— J - es Vandervoort—The Waterloo Mills (just South of 

J .ck Sager’s house— inuse in 1877 and Earlier)- WILKES—।Goldings-4 P Imere—family where 

S. Irven 1965)-Hermons- Whitneys —the W»( (tenaa family) -^ehere Ken. Morroi I E ..

Mr. Ed wards , where Ed Kent 1965)- Blogg. McKenzie.*
—TICE— Wannamaker.

A few f; rms ir still in !■ Family Name as bout Century ago—-when they were purchased 

the Crown.—and some from the Canada Company—. Crown Deeds are still in the names

3 Howl —1 cl = >n F imily, Sager Family, Irven Family, anc Sarles I mily t

Oak L ike.

Thue EXACT date of the building of THE TRRLOO MLLS( FLOUR .ILLS) is not definitely
known— Three or Four Story Fr

r. Hart the Millar was Mr. EEMUND
me lill built by the late Mr. Crask__ later ovnec
ROk OTT0M-

Ci er . ill in the b sf^ent.In 1896 and fox
" RIST"

the 'liller
.r. Louis Descent of sti ’Ih

was late
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. + v-h~at to the 1 te Thos. J. Smith dated October 12th 1377 and signee nave a receipt for wheat uo uae i ue i j .

CRASK AND HART'— per Edmund ROWBOTTOM-— ( MILLER) .

This millwas torn down prefcous to 191- -a " iK '

purchased by late Arthur Hamblin for a new barn— I-ter the Free leasman farm.

The MILLPOND EUR THE WATERLOO KILLS VAS was (just South of Ed. Kent’s house , 1965)

>uth to tae Bridge byPHIL. CONLEY’S HOUbE,— formerly the late Jesse Carr house. 

The water came out to the OLD MILL ROAD, nd e - PUNT"— a flat bottome d boat was tied u 

up to the old wooden Brid .-and Peter Dingwall, Bert anna, nd t to ;o " sai

s iU re forme i 1 )ND. — no....all filled in , except here TROUT CREEK runs.

The old Mill Dam was about where Ed. Kent’s is no ;(1965).

My people came here in 1875( Ninety Years ago) and I have often heara them say that oti 

others told them" HOW foolte Mr. Cr : as to build a Flour Mill on ■ stream a p r_
18 / O ® X.K-3X-*

could jtup across. so it looks as if the WATERLOO MILLS were built before mXSx

The Central Ontario Railway was built in the late 1870’s from Trenton to Coe Hill to 

bring out Minerals. A t one time it was expected to cr ■ t b TR NT RIVER t n ..

come up throu - VIlLTY to Stirling and then on to Coe Hill. A late survey took

it WEST of the TRHHT River( about Two miles West of River Valley— fortunately- it 

s ved running through m ny good level f^rms— and according to what I have heard told 1 

nanj 0 it , ;L / to rly parallel the present i ;hway- formerly

c llec ■ _ or(j Road.My late fat ier worked on the building of this Railway for 

the Pay of TWO DOLLARS a day for himself mad a team of horses. He nau to board nimself 

and the torses. Also he used to tell of Working on the GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY—Bell evil

to Peterboro at One Dollar and fifty cents a day for himself and team of horses
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( cont’d) fxrxx and had to ” board " himself nd team.

Once I was told by an older man he worked on the’building of the Grand Jet. Ry. throu ;h

Stirling st Fifty cents a d y at laboring work with a ” PICK and shovel”. Tois Ry. caae

throu Stirling in 1876. j : r■ ' r~. e cost of building fr .1 ville to Peterboro 
// — according to one . ccount.

was THE1 JS 1LLI0 : DOLLARS.

The late dr. Tuomas Richardson of River Valley used to tell of seeing the Indi ms ~oing

up the Trent River in their c noes— must be ne . rly a Century ago, as he lived well long 

in t _e Ninety Year age and been dead many years.

nave it told often that " Never a Log DRIVE went down the Trent River , but a man was d 

drowned. Often caused by a "JAM” when a log got caught on a rock and those following pilec up.

river driver tola me once tne " nosa on the " DRIVE " called for a Volunteer

to cut t±*e " KEY LOG— the one that caused, the " pile up. He volunteered for this dangerous job 

. cut the log and aived in the River..— thought he must have swam under water/ for a snort di 

distance ana the current carried him some distance— as he was role about a week later in the 

Hospital of how tney found him some distance down river from the " jam” washed up to tne snore 
pulled

where tney had pj^aaLxhim out. Said he had no memory of any thing after he dived in the River 

until a week later in Hospital,In some cases DYN . ITE was used to " BLOW tne JAM"— also a very 

dangerous job— as in a wide riv er like tne "TRENT" it could be a QUARTER MJ.le out from shore

as likely as near the shore — the return " Passage" ’was Not guaranteed tRxj the " BOSS.Sometime 

the first" c arge" of Explosive aid not start the logs and a second trip out was even more 

dangerous than the first one.

At one time much " SQUARED TIMBER" S hewed by hand— was floated down a, 
tne ri vers. My late

Grandfather .ent on one of thes " Cribs " aboufrl845 to "QUEBEC CITY
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These "CRIBS" or fiAFTS&. were squared timber Chained together at TR-NTOn or BELLEVILLE

,.it'a shanty built on top lor the men to sleep ( if any cnance) in and to eat in. At that 

time it is quite likely thiie Raft was " towed down the Bay of Quinte with a Sail boat and 

also a * Sail erected on the "TIMBER CRIBorRAET"— as not likely much if any steam used in 

1845. The men were paid at tne rate of Ten to Twelve/ dollars a month — same as in the " Shanti 

— es where tne Timber was cut.in the forest. There was an agreement tnat the Lumber Company was 

to bring the men back to where they started from. Instead of doing this, the men were" DUMPED " 

of at Kingston , Ontario , on the return journey— and had to " Hoof" it home, as it is Sixty 1 

five miles from here to Ki^Gston by no 2 Highway— ana a wide strech of Swamp this side of Ct 

Cateraquai---- quite likely those men had a very long walk to get home.One thing these men were n 

used to plenty of hard work, and stood it better than we would at tnis time.

Two former residents of the Oak Hills — who grxsx grew up here, late Mr. Ben Hatfield ana the 

late Mr. Alex Park, used to work in the " Shanties" in .the,winters, and both could tell how 

men had to work in those days of }.ong age»- so the Logging industry( or the Lumber Industry) 

affected the Oak Hills Community.

Another thing in tni-—& community was the pulling ox very large stone in the fiel ।
near the

-ds— especially xaxtrxme " Hills". The late Mr. James Stagey had a " STONE MACHINE" - it 

was a vehicle on wheels with a Timber" TRipod on tops. The front wheels may have been Three 

feet high and the Rear wheels were at Least Five to Six feet high^ wi^th very wide tires 

at least six to eight inches wide. Under the nigh frame there was a a solid WOODEN DRum( or 1, 

log about four feet long. Around this "log was a large thick rope attached to/\ place on the top 

of the " Tripod.
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ivnen the " Brakes" were set on tae neels.(^blocked ) so the Stone A chine was stationery 

tjje Iron Hooks about ohe foot long were unwound an lowered nown over the stone to be pt 

pulled up out of the good rth an.... ien±«k it pt bo the top it Mfes loekedk the o-






















