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Little Known History Brought to Light 

“Canadians With Custer”    

By Bill Kennedy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have all heard about George Armstrong Custer and 
the Battle of the Little Bighorn River in Montana where 
he and his Seventh Cavalry met their fate on June 25, 
1876. What most of us didn’t know until the publica-
tion of Canadians with Custer by Belleville author 
Mary Thomas was that there were Canadians who 
fought and died there with him. 
 
One of these Canadians was William (Willy) Cooke 
from Mount Pleasant, Ontario, the privileged son of 
United Empire Loyalist stock. Willy left home at an 
early age to go to school in Buffalo, N.Y. and later 
celebrated a distinguished career with the Union Army 
in the American Civil War. Not only did he become 

acquainted with Custer during this period, but by the 
time of the Little Bighorn, he was Custer’s right-hand 
man and best friend. Cooke’s mother even wrote to the 
president suggesting that her son be made a colonel.  
 
Custer liked the limelight. He was a lieutenant-colonel 
who enjoyed being referred to as “General.” He wore 
his hair in long curly locks and wrote articles and books 
that kept his name in the news. He made sure journal-
ists travelled with him to record his exploits whenever 
he was in the field. He led cavalry troops in a number 
of Indian skirmishes, in one instance putting Willy 
Cooke, who was a crack shot, in charge of a band of 
sharpshooters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another Canadian with Custer was Mark Kellogg from 
Brighton. Ontario. He was a journalist who left his two 
daughters with their grandparents (his wife had died), 
and went west to work for the Bismarck Tribune. The 

“General” George Armstrong Custer                               
Date - between 1860 and 1865, Image obtained from      

Wikimedia Commons  posted by Civil War glass               
negative collection, Library of Congress 

Mary Thomas, a history author, journalist and broad-
caster was the speaker at the March event. 
Photo - Donna Fano 
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newspaper’s editor, a Civil War colleague of Custer’s, 
was scheduled to travel with the Seventh in 1876, but at 
the last minute was unable to do so. Despite an edict by 
President Ulysses S. Grant that no journalists accom-
pany Custer, Kellogg went anyway, sending his pencil-
written dispatches back to the newspaper via pony ex-
press. The fact that General Terry was placed in overall 
command, not Custer, sheds some light on the latter’s 
flashy reputation in Washington. 
In her presentation to the Historical Society in March, 
Thomas said that the American Army’s treatment of the 
Indians as attested to in memos written by its generals 
was a form of ethnic cleansing. The discovery of gold 
in 1874 in South Dakota’s Black Hills (Pahá Sápa in 
Lakota Sioux) put an end to the Fort Laramie Treaty of 
1868 wherein the American government had exempted 
this region from white settlement for all time. The Indi-
ans’ struggle to keep it was in part the reason for the 
Seventh Cavalry’s activities in the Little Bighorn River 
area.  
 
Canadians with Custer is a fascinating look into a little-
known window of our history. Custer and Cooke and 
Kellogg are just some of the characters you’ll meet in 
Mary Thomas’s book. If you are interested in the battle 
from the Indian point of view, read Wind on the Buffalo 
Grass: The Indians’ Own Account of the Battle at the 
Little Big Horn River and the Death of Their Life on the 
Plains, by Leslie Tillett. It tells their story in both text 
and pictures.  

 

 

Shady Corner 

The Ed Thomas Story  Part 4 

The Big Heist—An Inside 

Job??  

By C W. Hunt a.k.a. DR the 2nd 
 
It was a robbery that never made the papers; the radio 
guys missed it too. But they ALL knew about it. All the 
wise guys, they all knew about it. The shirts and ties 
blathered about it over their java at Lattimer’s Drug 
Store, the sporting types over a brew at the Queen’s, 
and the young bucks while nursing a whisky in the lo-
cal speakeasy. (It was upstairs just across the street 
from Greenley’s Bookstore.) A few uncool guys 

yakked about it to their ladies, a futile attempt to im-
press the boss-lady with their importance. The babes 
were not impressed but, wanting to know what went 
down, kept their traps shut. 
 
So why was this? Why not a peep in the papers when 
half the town knew about it?  Simple. Don Thomas de-
nied it even happened. He denied it to the cops, he de-
nied it to reporters. Even old-timers who had served 
with him overseas were told, “Naw, didn’t happin, 
nothing, nothing happened, it’s a dumb rumour.” Or, 
“What! You think I’m nuts? I’m telling yuh nuthin was 
stolen, not a dime.”  Some thought, “Yeah, sure Don, 
nuthin stolen, just ten or twenty grand, nuthin at all.”  

   
So what did happen? And why didn’t Don tell the pa-
pers? And why not an insurance claim? Don was no 
dummy, everybody knew that. If Don was robbed, why 
wouldn’t he go after the insurance boys to recoup his 
losses, maybe pad the claim, pick up a little extra? 
 
Well, first off, you can’t insure money obtained from 
an illegal activity, and taking a cut from every pot in a 
game you’re running was sure as hell illegal. Besides, if 
he told reporters or police about it, he’d be asked, 
“Where’d you get all the coin?” He sure didn’t get it in 
nickels and dimes from a newspaper and tobacco shop. 
He’d have to sell enough buttermilk to fill the Queen 
Mary to pocket that kind of green.  
 
Then there was the problem of the secret safe; Don did-
n’t want people to know about that! Everybody in town 
knew there was a safe behind the counter out front. Don 
kept money there to cash the working stiffs’ cheques; 

Don McInroy, circa October,  2012              Photo—Bill Hunt  

Don McInroy in 2012                                   Photo - C.W. Hunt 



     3 

they came from the CNR, Canada Cement, Corby’s, 
Corbin Lock, wherever. Don cashed their cheques from 
the safe out front. But the real dough was kept in a se-
cret wall safe hidden in the storeroom upstairs at the 
back.  And who knew about that? Well, a few employ-
ees knew. Don McInroy knew. So did Jack Ruttan. 
Also Nick Christopher, who ran the game.    
Did Don suspect any of his employees? Probably, but 
hard to tell. Don was too shrewd to let anyone know 
whom he suspected. So each of his employees secretly 
suspected another employee; some guy they didn’t like. 
A few even suspected the constable who came around 
at night and checked the merchants’ doors, front and 
back. The constable was a big, open-faced guy from 
North Hastings—name of Charlie Lockwood. Don 
McInroy thought he might be the guy. Most thought he 
wasn’t bright enough to pull off something that big. As 
Don Thomas said, “He knows to come in from the 
rain—but no more.”  
 
Whoever it was, he knew what he was doing and came 
equipped. He had to force open the back door, go into 

the back room and move all the boxes stacked up to 
cover the location of the safe. Then he or they had to 
force open the wall safe, not an easy thing to do; you 
had to know how to do it. Likely it was a professional 
job; one of the heavy gamblers from Toronto or Mont-
real. That seemed the most likely explanation. So Don 
could kiss his stash goodbye; nobody was going to nail 
wise guys from the big smoke.  
 

About two years later, all was revealed. Marmora was 
in the throes of a mining boom. Bethlehem Steel had 
developed a huge open-pit iron mine just east of the 
village and was shipping out tons of ore every day. 
Money was flowing into the village big time.  Conse-
quently, the village council decided it needed a town 
constable to keep order in the booming village. They 
hired a Belleville constable as Chief of Police; a fancy 
title for a one-man job.  
Turned out the chief of police was the town’s Chief 
Thief, responsible for a major heist worth, in today’s 
loonies, about eighty-five big ones.    
 
In those days, postal orders and cash were carried via 
the railroad in special bags, and from there transferred 
to the banks and post offices. The Chief apparently 
stole the $8,500.00 from the boxcar. He then demon-
strated his brilliance by stashing the loot inside his of-
fice desk which was in the post office. Sheesh! The vil-
lage reeve smelled a thief in the Chief and called in the 
OPP. A search warrant was duly issued and bingo, the 
culprit was nailed. He got ten years.  
 
By this time, Jack Ruttan had joined the penitentiary 
service as a guard. He was working at the pen when the 
ex-chief became a member of Jack’s flock. Jack told 
me that cons have a particular hatred for crooked cops. 
One of them tried to kill the former Chief of the Mar-
mora Police, but only managed to break his leg.  
 
And, oh yes, the “chief thief” was the same policeman 
on duty the night the Thomas emporium was robbed, 
namely, Charlie Lockwood, a.k.a. Larcenous Lock-
wood.     
 
Suspicions confirmed! 
 
The Ed Thomas story will be continued later; there will 
be a different shady story in the next issue of Outlook. 
 
With thanks to Jack Ruttan, Don McInroy and the late 
Ed Armstrong of Madoc who recounted the tale to me 
shortly after the event. Also the Intelligencer of August 
30, 1956, and October 6, 1956.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

John Alexiou in the Ed Thomas room, upstairs in the Earl 
and Angelo’s Restaurant. John is the owner of the restau-
rant. Circa November 2012.                       Photo - C.W. Hunt 
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Archive Angels wanted for our 
Digitization Program 

The Community Archives is looking for volunteers 
with good computer skills to join our digitization team 
and work at the Heritage Centre (154 Cannifton Road 
North) for at least a half day most weeks.  Must have an 
appreciation for archival materials and an interest in 
learning to scan photographs to archival standards.  Ex-
perience with archives, photography, scanning, or using 
databases might be helpful but is not required.  We will 
provide training and a friendly (but sometimes chaotic) 
work environment.  If interested, please contact Archi-
vist Sharon White at the Community Archives of Belle-
ville and Hastings County, swhite@city.belleville.on.ca 
or 613-962-1110. 

 

Brief History of WCA   
Women’s Christian Association of Belleville 

By Diane Sule 
Belleville received its city designation in 1878. How-
ever, it had no hospital in spite of the fact that a site 
was deeded for that purpose in 1816. Rumblings for the 
establishment of a hospital started in earnest in the af-
termath of a dreadful train accident near Shannonville 
east of Belleville on June 21, 1872. A Grand Trunk 
Railway passenger train piled into the Salmon River 
killing seven passengers at the site. A special train was 
sent to bring the rest of the injured back to Belleville. 

The death toll finally reached thirty-seven, with many 
dying later in a train shed because the city had no emer-
gency facility of any kind. City ladies formed nursing 
teams to assist in this emergency, but it took several 
more years before action was taken. 

On November 18, 1879, Harriette Lyon Jaques called 
together women from the churches in Belleville to pre-
sent a proposal to them. In addition to a hospital, the 
city needed an agency to care for the community's un-

derprivileged. Jaques proposed forming an organization 
of women to be called the Women's Christian Associa-
tion (WCA) to undertake these needs. The positive re-
sponse from the women led to action. Application was 
made to the Provincial Legislature under “An Act Re-
specting Benevolent, Provident and other Societies” for 
a charter to formalize their plans. The charter, regis-
tered June 2, 1880, was granted. It described the asso-
ciation's purposes as “the procuring or erecting of a 
House for destitute orphans, aged and friendless per-
sons, and also an Hospital, for the care of those injured 
by accident, or who are sick.” One hundred and eighty-
eight women signed the Charter. 
The Home for the Friendless was operating at a site on 
Coleman Street by April 1880. Also in operation was a 
set of subcommittees dedicated, by the ward system, to 
keeping an eye on the disadvantaged people of the city.   

Home for the Friendless located on Coleman street is re-
corded on pg 14 Goad’s Atlas, May 1888                                            

The Home for the Friendless (previously Billa Flint’s 
house) continues to stand today on Coleman Street. It was 
last used as an office by Emhart Canada (a door hardware 
manufacturing company) which closed in 1988. The Belle-
ville Heritage Committee deemed this building of historical 
significance so this part was kept after the demolition of the 
factory.   The new courthouse, looming in the background, 
makes a striking contrast between the past and the present.                            
Photo - Donna Fano 
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The hospital, which included a new Home for the 
Friendless, took a little longer, but with determination 
and planning, the ladies opened the facility on July 20, 
1886. It was the only hospital built, owned and oper-
ated by lay women in Canada. Day-to-day operations of 
both home and hospital were run by matrons, with the 
WCA looking after all areas of administration on a 
purely volunteer basis.  
In 1893, a School of Nursing was founded with the first 
class of five nurses graduating in 1895. The school was 
part of Belleville General Hospital until 1970. Apart 
from matters run by nursing and medical staff, the 
WCA dealt with administrative affairs until a few years 
into the new century when a secretary was hired. She 
looked after bookkeeping, purchasing, accounts and 
fundraising. The first dietician and bookkeeper were 

hired in 1921, the first administrator in 1936. Men were 
added to the Board of Governors in 1922. Management 
was placed entirely in the hands of the Board of Gover-
nors in 1924 under the auspices of the WCA. 
In 1938, the WCA founded the Hospital Auxiliary as a 
separate entity to carry on the volunteer aspect of hos-
pital operation. In 1948, after 62 years, the WCA 
handed Belleville General Hospital over to the City of 
Belleville.   
Having founded Belleville’s first social agency and 
built a hospital, the Women's Christian Association 
more than achieved its original goals, and the commu-
nity owes a great deal to the group of dynamic ladies 
who were unique for their era.  
From 1956 to 1996, the WCA operated a residence for 

senior ladies. Today the group continues to follow its 
original mandate by providing funds for local agencies 
as well as for the hospital. In 2010, the association took 
on a new project true to its original roots. The Belle-
ville Street Nurse program provides primary health care 
for marginalized people needing basic treatment. 
 
 

A presentation about the "Hotel Quinte Through the 
Years" was made by the Community Archives of Belle-
ville and Hastings County on Tuesday, March 26 to the 
monthly meeting of the 418 (Belleville) Wing, RCAF 
Association at the Shriner's Club on Highland Avenue. 
Sharon White and Lois Foster were on hand to give the 
presentation to the twenty-six 418 Wing attendees 
along with Donna Fano who 
took photos and reported on the 
event. The meeting was opened 
by President Murray Hope 
along with a prayer to com-
memorate the sacrifice men and 
women made in World War II. 
  
The attendees were intrigued 
with the past history of the ho-
tel, and were quick to reflect on 
their memories of the hotel. We 
thank the association for their 
donation to the Hastings County 
Historical Society which will be 
used towards the new archives.  
 
 

Photo taken of Hospital (left) and Home (right) in 1886 was 
the only hospital built, owned and operated by lay women in 
Canada.                                      Photo - Diane Sule 

The presentation was held in the basement of Belleville 
Shriner’s Club.                                          Photo by Donna Fano                                                   

Hotel Quinte Presentation at 418 

(Belleville) Wing, RCAF Association 

 Reported by Donna Fano 

President Murray 
Hope 
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Taking the Bus Tour on the  

4th of May? 
We strongly suggest hiking or walking shoes as we 
will be going into the woods—it is not necessary to do 
this but it will add to the day. Cameras are a good idea. 

Lois Foster poses with veteran Alicia “Kenny” Chambers 
who was an aerial photographer in WW2 and also the 
photographer for the Belleville Intelligencer for thirty 
years. Photos - Donna Fano 

One of three former hotels in Thomasburg; it is now a pri-
vate residence.                                              Photo - C.W. Hunt 

Hastings County Historical  

Society Active at 2013  

Seniors Fair 

 The Historical Society joined forces with the 
Community Archives  to present an attractive and 
informative display at the 2013 Seniors Informa-
tion Fair held at the Sports and Wellness Centre 
on March 28th.   The Hotel Quinte was the theme 
of the photo and story display highlighted by a 
video presentation.  Another theme was a display 
of books by Gerry Boyce, Bill Hunt and Orland 
French  with signage encouraging the reading of 
historical books by local authors.  Visitors re-
ceived brochures and listings of coming 
events.  A busy team of volunteers greeted the 
visitors and promoted the work of the Society 
and Archives while exchanging many memories 
of the history of our city and county.                         
Photos - Nick White 
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PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS  

 

 Speaker for      
 HCHS  
 Annual  
 Banquet  
 
 Sheila Copps   
 
 

 Our guest speaker at the Annual Banquet and Cele-
bration of History will be former Deputy Prime Minister of 
Canada and Minister of Canadian Heritage, The Honourable 
Sheila M. Copps, PC OC.  An advocate of women’s and 
minority rights as well as environmental protection, Ms. 
Copps will both entertain and inform us on the theme of the 
changing role of women in Canadian politics. Five provinces 
and a territory now have women in charge.   
 Her topic title is We're Nobody's Babies, a play on 
the title of her book, Nobody's Baby, which was inspired by 
a taunting remark from former finance minister John Cros-
bie. More details on the Annual Banquet will be provided 
later, but for now, mark October 26, 2013 on your calendars 
for an amazing evening out. 

Peter B. McCabe,  
Law Office,  

bilingual, approved for 
DND transfers,  
251 John Street 

 

McDougall Insurance, 
Serving Hastings County since 1946.  

with offices in – Madoc, Stirling,  
Bancroft, Trenton, and Belleville.  

Century Place, 613-966-7001  

Voted Readers Choice most trusted in the com-
munity for the past 5 years. Friendly, profes-
sional dentistry, overlooking the Bay at 146 St. 
Paul Street, Phone  613-966-1225  

Doctor  

William J. 

BURKE  
FUNERAL 

HOME ,  
Eric Thompson,  

Manager,  
150 Church Street, 

Belleville,  
613-968-6968  

Phone: 613-966-0924 
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Member Designation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Guest Speakers: 
The Archive Angels 

 
Topic: The Angels will present the  annual 
highlights of local heritage gems through the 
fascinating stories found in our community 
archives.  

 
Date: Tuesday, April 16, 2013 

Time: 7:30 p m 
 

Location: Quinte Living Centre Auditorium 
(North Corner Door) 

          370 Front Street, Belleville 
 

Bring a friend!  
Contact Person: president@hastingshistory.ca 

Website: www.hastingshistory.ca 

HHHHASTINGS ASTINGS ASTINGS ASTINGS CCCCOUNTY OUNTY OUNTY OUNTY HHHHISTORICAL ISTORICAL ISTORICAL ISTORICAL SSSSOCIETY OCIETY OCIETY OCIETY DDDDIRECTORSIRECTORSIRECTORSIRECTORS    
 

President    Richard Hughes 

Vice-President   Vern Whalen 
Treasurer    Mike Shaw 
Secretary    Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Past President   Orland French 
Education    Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits & Displays   Mary Jane Throop   
Programs    Vern Whalen 

Public Relations/Print Media                to be named 
Public Relations, Radio & TV  Bruce Bedell 

and Society Towncrier 
County Coordination  John Lowry 
Bus Tours   Bill Hunt / Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Director-at-large   Diane Sule 
……………………………………………………………. 

Historical Advisor   Gerry Boyce 
Archivist    Sharon White 
 

Other CommitteesOther CommitteesOther CommitteesOther Committees    

Membership    Elizabeth Mitchell 
Information Technology  Nick White 

Outlook Editor   Donna Fano 
Outlook Co-editor   Laurel Bishop 

HCHS Website   www.hastingshistory.ca 
Heritage Centre Phone No.  613-962-1110 
 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in 

Cannifton. Please address mail to 154 Cannifton Rd. North, General 
Delivery, Cannifton, ON, K0K 2K0. Outlook is published eight months of 
the year for members and friends of the Society. The editor, Donna 

Fano, can be reached at the below email address,              

<outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com > 

Deadlines for Submissions to the  
May Outlook Newsletter  

May 1 - Final submissions of articles and photos for the 
May newsletter are due. Please send any submissions 
before this date if possible. 
May 7 - May Outlook newsletter goes to the printer  
May 10 - Newsletters are picked up from the printer 
May 13 - Preparation of newsletters 
to be done by Archive Angels for 
mailing. 
A copy of the newsletter will be sent 
to the contributors of stories to the 
Outlook for final proof reading prior 
to May 7.                           Donna Fano - Outlook Editor                

 

Wanted: Print  

Publicity Person!  

 
Your Historical Society needs you! Have you no-
ticed “our” announcements of coming events in 
the Intelligencer or in other newspapers or maga-
zines? These are placed by our print publicity per-
son to inform the public of our activities. For 
2013, we have filled 19 of the 20 jobs on the 
board and committees, but this one job remains 
unfilled. This is an important and interesting task, 
consisting of forwarding by email the announce-
ments which are prepared by our Programs person 
once a month to the newspapers and quarterly to 
magazines. Would you consider taking on this 
task? It is done from home, and all you need is 
access to the internet. Join the wonderful team of 
Historical Society volunteers! To discuss, give me 
a call or send me an email: Richard Hughes at 
(613-961-7772) or rmhughees@cogeco.ca. 
Thanks!  


