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Ontario’s Algonquin  
Provincial Park 

A Canadian Natural Wonder 
 

By Bill Kennedy 
 

At 7,600 square kilometres, Algonquin Park is bigger 
than Prince Edward Island. It contains 2,400 lakes, 
about half of which are not even named. Preserved 
pine trees found in the mud of the Park’s Swan Lake 
in 1995 date back to a time when the Vikings were 
invading Britain’s shores. Wolves, bears, moose and 
the almighty beaver are among the long list of mam-
mals who call the Park home along with more than 
250 bird species including the iconic loon, and 7,000 
insect species.  

These are just some of the amazing facts about the 
Park that last year celebrated its 125th anniversary 
and which is considered a canoe trippers’ paradise. A 
million visitors from around the world pass through 
its gates every year. It is believed to be the most im-

portant place in Canada for biological and environ-
mental research.  

When the ice age retreated ten to twelve thousand 
years ago, the glacial deposits it left in its wake 
roughly divided the Park into east and west. On the 
lower elevation of the east side, glacial rivers left 
huge deposits of sand that do not trap moisture, thus 
favouring the growth of red and white pine. On the 
higher ground to the Park’s west side that rises to a 
height of 600 metres, layers of rock, gravel, sand and 
silt were deposited. This favoured moisture retention 
and thereby the growth of hardwoods like sugar ma-
ple, birch and oak. 

It was after the ice age that hunter-gatherers began to 
inhabit the area we now know as Algonquin Provin-
cial Park. They were a Stone Age people. The advent 
of pottery is not recorded in the region much before 
500 BCE. Another thousand years would pass before 
people speaking the Algonquian language would be 
found there. Algonquian is a family of North Ameri-
can native languages extending from Labrador to 
South Carolina and west to the Rocky Mountains. 
Speakers of various dialects of the language would 
include the Abenaki, Cree, Ojibway and Blackfoot.      

Various meanings for the name Algonquin can be 
found online. Translations include land of the wild 
goose, bark eaters, they are our relatives, and those 
on the other side. The word Algonquin itself is 
thought, for example, to be a French corruption of the 
First Nations’ name which the French couldn’t pro-
nounce.  

In the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, 
there were many skirmishes between the Hurons or 
Wendat, as they called themselves, who inhabited the 
land just to the west of the Park, and who were allied 
with the French, and the Iroquois or Haudenosaunee 
located south of Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, who 
were allies of the English. Possibly the most infa-
mous of these skirmishes was the Iroquois winter as-
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sault on the Jesuit settlements in 1649 that were lo-
cated in the vicinity of Midland, Ontario. These set-
tlements were burned to the ground and their inhabit-
ants killed or disbursed into the hinterland. Control of 
the lucrative fur trade was one reason for this con-
flict. The Ste. Marie settlement site has been resur-
rected as an important memorial to Canada’s history 
and is definitely worth a visit. 

One hundred and forty years later, in 1776, the fledg-
ling American colonies had the temerity to declare 
war on the mother country. Among the host of rea-
sons why this was a dilemma for Britain was the sud-
den loss of a vital source of timber for masts for the 
ships of the British Royal Navy. They had to look 
elsewhere. Nova Scotia and later the land between 
the St. Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers fell under their 
sights. At that time Algonquin Park had great stands 
of white and red pine.  

By the mid-nineteenth century logging was well un-
derway in what was to become Algonquin Park. One 
of the Park’s biggest nineteenth-century logging op-
erations was run by businessman J.R. Booth who em-
ployed 4,000 men in the bush, 2,000 men in his mills 
and who even built a railroad through the Park to 
haul out his timber. By the turn of the century he was 
reputed to be one of the wealthiest men in Canada. 
Trains continued to use the route he pioneered until 
1995. The tracks are gone but the one-hundred-and-
forty-kilometre rail bed remains and can be hiked 
from one side of the Park to the other.  

Canadian Government clerk Alexander Kirkwell and 
Ontario Land Surveyor James Dickson were two men 
who loved the Algonquin Park landscape and the 
ones who doggedly prodded the Federal Government 
until it finally set aside in 1893 Algonquin as a Na-
tional Park. Its manifesto included protection of the 
land’s streams, lakes and rivers, of its fish, birds and 
fur-bearing animals, and promotion of the benefits 
which the retention of a large block of forest would 
confer on the climate and watercourses of the sur-
rounding portions of the province. It was in 1913 that 
it became a provincial park by which time the exten-
sive logging operations, which had stripped the land 
bare, had come to an end. 

In the early twentieth century the Park became a pop-
ular tourist attraction. Camps and lodges like the 
Highland Inn, Hotel Algonquin and Minnesing prom-
ised good fishing, boating and relaxation where 
guests could enjoy the “cool zephyrs of evening.” By 
mid-century these places were gone, demolished by 
the government in order to return the land as much as 
possible to its natural state. Fortunately, children’s 

camps do remain in the Park, and every summer they 
provide outdoor fun and education for hundreds of 
happy campers.  

One of the park’s most famous events every summer 
is the wolf howl program. As many as 2,000 people 
have shown up for a single howling event. It is 
thought that the wolf howl program may be the big-
gest naturalist-led program in the world. Initially 
viewed as pests harmful to the ecology, it wasn’t un-
til 1959 that the shooting, trapping and poisoning of 
Park wolves was outlawed when it became clear that 
these animals were an integral part of the Algonquin 
Park ecosystem. 

Early twentieth-century Grand Trunk Railway brochure for 
Algonquin Park vacationers 

Teenage canoe trippers cliff jumping at Cork  
Lake, Algonquin Park 
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The Friends of Algonquin Park is an association de-
voted to interpretive and educational Park programs. 
They have a marvellous website, which anyone inter-
ested in Park activities should log onto. You can be-
come a member and even a volunteer. The visitor 
centre located a short distance inside the Park’s east 
entrance is a marvel, a must-see for the family.  

Ralph Bice, 1900-1997, was an Algonquin Park trap-
per, guide, educator, author and recipient of the Or-
der of Canada who put it best when he said, 
“Anybody who’s been to Algonquin Park is going to 
be disappointed when they gets to heaven.” Amen. 

 

 

Society Holds 2019 Annual 
General Meeting 

 

On March 19th, the Society held its 2019 Annual 
General Meeting to report to the membership on its 
operations during 2018. Being a registered not-for-
profit corporation, under the laws of the Province of 
Ontario, the AGM is required to be held annually. 
Opening the meeting, the President, Richard Hughes, 
noted that a comprehensive report had been prepared 
and was available both on the website and in paper 
form to all interested members. This report showed 
an extremely successful year in 2018 with a long list 
of community projects including the public presenta-
tions, memorial plaque unveilings, historical bus 
tours, publication of books, production of television 
programs, the Fall banquet, the Mayor’s Hunt for 
History, along with the excellent monthly newsletter 
and website and more recently, the establishment of 
social media sites on Facebook, Twitter and Insta-
gram.  

The President also presented the financial report 
showing a strong position with sufficient assets to 
carry out another full program of projects in 2019. 

It was also noted that the Society’s Constitution (By-
law no. 1), which was now almost 50 years old, need-
ed to be updated to bring in modern means of com-
munication and other aspects.  Accordingly, a revised 
constitution was submitted to the membership and in 
a vote, was adopted.  This document is also available 
on the website and in paper form.  

The election of officers for the coming year was held 
under the direction of the Past-President, Orland 
French. Nine names were put forward by the nomina-
tions committee, and the membership was asked if 

any others wished to put forward their name. With 
none advanced, the nine board members were ac-
claimed, being Dan Atkinson, Jonathan Chircop, 
Richard Hughes, Stanley Jones, Jim Kennelly, Bill 
Kennedy, Mary-Lynne Morgan, Trevor Parsons and 
Heidi Rooke. 

 

 

The Forneri-Reid Project 
 

Three names are to be added to the First World War 
tablet at the Belleville City cenotaph: Nursing Sister 
Agnes Florien Forneri, who is buried at Bramshott 
Hospital where she died on April 24, 1918; her broth-
er Lt. David Alwyn Florien, who was killed in action 
on March 1, 1917 and has no known grave; and 
Flight Sub-Lt. Ellis Vair Reid, who was killed in ac-
tion on July 28, 1917 and has no known grave. All 
three were born in Belleville and served and died in 
the Great War, but were never included in the list of 
names on the cenotaph. 

Capt. Neil Burrell of Belleville, volunteer at the Has-
tings and Prince Edward Regiment Museum and Cpl. 
(Ret.) Robyn May of Trenton are leading the project, 
and approached Belleville City Council to request 
that the three casualties be added to the Belleville 
City cenotaph. Council voted unanimously in favour 
of the request. 

The Hasty P Museum is covering the cost of adding 

the names. Anyone wishing to contribute can visit the 

museum on Tuesdays to make a donation. Tax re-

ceipts are available. A dedication ceremony will be 

held on Sunday, July 28, 2019, the anniversary of 

Flight Sub-Lt. E. V. Reid’s death. 

 

 

The Cummins / O’Connor 
Block 

212 – 214 Front Street, West Side 
 

By Lois Foster 
 

The Intelligencer for January 31, 2019, gave me a 
pleasant surprise. Just that day, while researching at 
the Community Archives, I had finally finished the 
research of 212–214 Front Street, the Cummins / 
O’Connor Block. There on the front page was the un-
usual fire helmet with a painted, designed leather 
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crest once worn by Assistant Fire Chief James Cum-
mins and dated 1881. I immediately thought, “He 
made that leather crest himself!” 

James Cummins, born in 1834 at Inniscarthy, Ireland, 
came to Canada and to Belleville with his family 
when he was 16 years old. He apprenticed as a saddle 
and harness maker. In 1859, James, age 25 and 
Thomas Cox, age 22, are listed on the assessment 
rolls as harness makers on Front Street.  
 
In 1862, James purchased the lot and the two-storey 
frame building on the west side of Front Street, 
where he had his business and his home for his 
young wife, Emily Rose Cox (Thomas’s sister) and 
their baby, Alice, only to have the building burn in a 
horrendous fire on January 29, 1863. The fire de-
stroyed the businesses of at least eight merchants and 
many apartments above the stores.  

By May 4, 1863, the Hastings Chronicle reported, 
“Mr. James Cummings, saddler, also has men at 
work and will build a brick building with two shops.” 
By August 5, the Hastings Chronicle reported in their 
summary, “Editor’s Walk”: “Mr. James Cummings 
has also been obliged by the fire to erect a new build-
ing. He has now nearly finished a very neat two and a 
half storey brick house, 31 feet front by 50 feet deep, 
containing two shops, each 14 x 50 feet deep, with 
windows 12 feet high, a cellar extends under the 
whole building, 8 feet in depth. The upper part, in-
tended for dwellings, contains ten rooms, the two up-
per ones being lighted by dormer windows from the 
front. A veranda [facing the river] is to extend from 
the second storey across the whole building, 7 feet 
wide. . . . He is also erecting in the rear two work-
shops, one storey, brick, and fire-proof. – Messrs 
Gorman, masons, Mr John Brennan carpenter. Cost 
$2,800. It will soon be ready for occupation.” 

James conducted a most successful harness manufac-
turing business in Belleville and also made rental in-
come from the shop in half of his building where 
William Northgraves had a jewellery store and from 
a bakery in one of the brick buildings near the river. 
The two-and-a-half-storey brick block he owned on 
the north side of Bridge Street East near the river ac-
commodated at one point in the assessment roll list-
ing an amazing number of businesses: hairdresser, 
hotel, butcher, grocer, barrister, shoemaker, and still 
had two vacant rooms! For many years he was a 
member of the fire brigade, Foreman of the Inde-
pendent Hose Co. no. 2, and Assistant Chief of the 
Belleville Fire Company, a member of the Separate 
School Board and of the old Belleville Rifle Associa-
tion. 

According to the census for 1881, James and Emily’s 
household members were: James Cummings – age 
47; Rosay [Emily] Cummings – 47. At this point I 
should explain that all through the family notices, 
legal or otherwise, their name is listed Cummins at 
times. One newspaper had both Cummins and Cum-
mings printed on the same page for James. Their 
children were: Alice [Cummings] Turley – age 19, 
with Joseph Turley – 27, John Turley – 2; Emily 
Cummings – 17; James jr – 12; Maria – 9; Michael 7; 
John V – 3; three of the Cox family. In the summer 
of 1887, they made the decision to enlarge the living 
area in their building by constructing the full third 
floor as we see it today with third-floor windows and 
a corbel brick frieze at the roof edge.  

In 1914, on January 31, Mr. James Cummins died. In 
his will everything went to his wife, Emily, during 
her life. The business was to go to John who had 
been working with him as a harness maker, adding 
that he should operate the business as long as it was 
profitable. His brick block on the north side of 
Bridge Street, to Emily Rose Cummins, then to Mi-
chael Cummins. If Michael had no male issue, then 
to the other son, John Cummins, and John was to pay 
Michael’s three daughters $500 each. Mrs. James 

The Cummins / O’Connor Block                   CABHC HB-07-38 
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Cummings died the following year, almost to the day 
of her husband’s death. Sadly, their son John, who 
was to continue the business, died on November 30, 
1918, at the age of 42, leaving his wife, Effie Marie 
[Legault] Cummins and two young daughters. 

So, as was usual in that era, James Cummings insist-
ed on only male heirs for his property, yet his daugh-
ter-in-law was the one to carry on the Cummins name 
on the property. Effie was an early pioneer in the 
hairdressing business in Belleville, starting her busi-
ness, “Marinello Beauty Parlors,” about 1920 at 212 
½ Front Street in the family building. She retired in 
1950.  

In 1955, the O’Connor’s Jewel Box was established 

at 212 Front Street by Gerry O’Connor who had 

learned the business while working at such popular 

jewellery stores as McFee’s and Mercier’s. It was 

definitely a family business with his wife and chil-

dren helping while Gerry later served many terms on 

the board of the Belleville Utilities Commission. His 

son John has carried on the business, and finally after 

sixty-three years of service to the community with 

quality jewellery and John’s original joke of the day, 

he retired on December 21, 2018, and the Jewel Box 

closed. 

 

Edward Wilkes Rathbun 
and the Politics of Forestry 

 

By Trevor R.J. Parsons 
 

The Rathbun Company is well known in the annals of 
our local history; its power was immense, both politi-
cally and economically. It was initially founded by 
H.B. Rathbun in Oswego, New York, in 1840 before 
moving its operations across Lake Ontario to Mill 
Point (renamed Deseronto in 1881) in 1855, taking 
advantage of Quinte’s bountiful forests. H.B. 
Rathbun would begin shifting responsibilities to his 
son Edward Wilkes Rathbun (1842–1903) who was 

appointed president and gen-
eral manager in 1883. That 
year, the H.B. Rathbun and 
Sons Company had registered 
capital of two million dollars 
with over 5,000 employees 
making it one of Ontario’s 
largest employers and one of 
the most successful businesses 
in operation throughout the 
Dominion. 

E.W. Rathbun’s impressive 
strategy was to create a “chain 
of industries to prolong lum-
bering, and to utilize the waste 
of forest and mills.” Resource 
developers in the nineteenth 
century were unabashed conti-

nentalists supporting freer trade with the United 
States, believing that it was Canada’s most lucrative 
market and source of capital and technology. The 
Rathbun Company and most of its management were 
no exception. Of course, the company had initially 
been incorporated in New York which remained the 
largest channel through which most of its raw goods 
flowed; from Deseronto or Belleville, across Lake 
Ontario to the company’s largest shipyard at Oswego. 
Commercial relations with the United States were 
often at the forefront of political discourse. The Na-
tional Policy was the brainchild of Sir John A. Mac-
donald to provide protective tariffs on imports com-
ing into Canada from the US.  

It also appears as though Rathbun was stridently op-
posed to prominent figure and future prime minister 
Mackenzie Bowell and campaigned for William 
Frizzell, the Liberal candidate for Hastings East in 
the 1872 federal election. However supportive of the 
National Policy Rathbun would become, he was not a 

Edward Wilkes 
Rathbun 

Deseronto Archives 
DESHIS-08-05  

 

Annual Bus Tour 
 

Adventures in Loyalist  

Country 
 

Explore Napanee and Loyalist Landing Country in a 
day-long bus tour.  Visit Old Hay Bay Church, L A 
Archives & Museum, Fairfield-Gutzeit House and  
Loyalist Museum & Interpretive Centre. 
 

Saturday, May 25 or June 8, 2019 

Bus departs at 8:30 a.m. from the Franklin Bus  

Line parking lot on Bell Blvd. 

Cost $70. includes lunch and tours 

Tickets & Info: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan  

613-961-7091 

Book early; these tours always sell out. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/deserontoarchives/
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sources. Thus, we see the birth of the conservation 
movement in Ontario that was initiated by lumber-
men and civil servants who sought to “maximize the 
social efficiency of the public lands and forests by 
bringing them under public and professional manage-
ment.” Its purpose was the preservation of forests for 
permanent use and thus was very much a movement 
by and for lumbermen. Rathbun was no exception to 
this, and in his capacity as president of the Lumber-
men’s Association of Ontario, fought for strident 
rules to prevent the large-scale devastation caused by 
reckless clearcutting. 

stalwart of Macdonald or the Conservatives. Initially 
a supporter of the Liberal government of Alexander 
Mackenzie and MP Richard Cartwright who railed 
against Macdonald’s “Protection nonsense” in 1878, 
he nevertheless supported whatever party was in 
power proclaiming himself a “Ministerialist.” As 
Macdonald’s Conservatives and their signature Na-
tional Policy became entrenched, by 1891 “Rathbun 
sounded like a lifelong Tory” who described the poli-
cies of Cartwright as “rascally.” With a Liberal vic-
tory in 1896, Rathbun had again transformed into a 
stalwart of Wilfrid Laurier although during a conver-
sation with Laurier, Rathbun would state that he re-
mained a “supporter more of measures than of men.” 

Cartwright brought forth a motion for unrestricted 
reciprocity which was easily defeated by Macdon-
ald’s Tories; however, it became the central issue of 
the 1891 federal election. He questioned why Canada 
should remain in a state of dependency with Britain, 
seeing the United States as a means of economic in-
dependence and raising the young nation’s status 
which was, according to Cartwright, “but a low one.” 
Rathbun was broadly in line with Edward Blake, a 
leading Liberal opponent of reciprocity who saw it as 
a means through which “convert” annexation would 
place. Ontario Premier Oliver Mowat also showed an 
unwillingness to embrace reciprocity as it would 
threaten the province’s own manufacturing condi-
tion. Although born in the United States, E.W. 
Rathbun embraced Ontario’s Britishness and the na-
tionalism of Sir John A. Macdonald.  

E.W. Rathbun was the author of numerous important 
articles, letters and pamphlets advocating the expan-
sion of the protectionist National Policy to raw mate-
rials. Most notably was his first pamphlet, “Shall We 
Place an Export Duty on Saw Logs and Pulpwood?” 
where he proposed a strategy of cutting off Canadian 
supplies of timber to the United States as a means of 
forcing the US government to reconsider its tariffs. 
He further surmised that “it would be far better that 
the American mills should stand closed, their work-
men remain idle and the traffic of their railways be 
lessened, than [sic] that corresponding interests in 
Canada should so suffer because of their unfair dis-
crimination.” Furthermore, he called for the acquisi-
tion of sawmills within the United States dependent 
upon Ontario’s natural resources. 

No belief was stronger, perhaps, than the nineteenth-
century belief in the “eternal forest,” that regardless 
of the impact of forestry or the advance of the fron-
tier, Ontario’s forests were eternal. While this belief 
was no doubt widespread, resource developers and 
civil servants recognized the finiteness of timber re-

 
Belleville in the First World 

War:  Coming Soon 
 
 

Preparations are well underway for the launch later 
this month of a major new book, Belleville in the 
First World War: Reports from the Intelligencer, 
which captures the amazing and moving stories of 
daily life and experiences of the people of Belleville 
and district during the First World War.   

Editor Laurel Bishop has drawn stories from nearly 
4000 articles in the Daily Intelligencer newspapers 
on a day-by-day and week-by-week basis from 1914 
to 1918. They follow the daily life of the soldiers, 
men, women and school children and the interactions 
of the military and civilians during this critical and 
tragic period in Quinte’s history. The rousing rallies, 
the fundraising projects, the terrible times of the 
Spanish flu, children’s contributions, news from the 
Front, all graphically presented in the newspaper’s 
language of the day.  

Beyond Belleville, the stories extend to Hastings 
County and the impact of the war on the towns and 
villages across Quinte.  

Here is the Home Front of the First World War as it 
comes alive in this 264-page book with over 1000 
entries and illustrated with many ads and posters – 
for Corn Flakes to Ford automobiles, for concerts to 
Victory loans.  

 
Watch for the official launch of this exciting new 
publication, Belleville in the First World War: Re-
ports from the Intelligencer, coming later in April. 
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Member Designation 

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice-President       Stanley Jones 

Treasurer            Dan Atkinson 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 
Lorie Brown           Bill Kennedy              

Jonathan Chircop                          Jim Kennelly 

Trevor Parsons 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 
 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Resource Guide)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Admin)   

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator     

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 
Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs             Jim Kennelly 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry 

Social Media   Jonathan Chircop 

Website  Heidi Rooke 
Website address:   www.hastingshistory.ca 
Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society      613-962-1110 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Maranatha  
 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

An Entertaining Night Out—Bring a Friend 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to 
Meeting Room.)   

Topic: Canada’s Prime  
Ministers  

What They Were  
Really Like 

 
 

 Speaker: J. D. M. Stewart 
Teacher, Author, Historian 

 
 

A behind-the-scenes account of Canada’s 
Prime Ministers based on his book, Being 
Prime Minister. From Macdonald to Tru-

deau, Mr. Stewart will peel 
back the curtain on Canada’s 
leaders from encounters with 
celebrities and attempted as-
sassinations to life with pets 
and invasions of privacy. 
What were they really like—
as people? 
 
 

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

tel:613-967-3304

