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1. Y/elcome to the fall and winter program of the Society. 
The next few weeks will he very busy ones for people interested in local history. Be sure to mark our 
events on your calendar and keep OUTLiJK for reference.

2. Plan to attend our celebration on Tuesday, September 15,
when we'11 salute the Quinte Arts Council
on its 20th birthday. Our guest speaker will be 
EUGENE LANG, who will tell us about our musical heritage. 
Eugene is well-known as an authority on music, because of 
his work in radio, television, the press, and the classroom. 
You will enjoy his expertise and his sense of humour. Also, 
we invite vou to bring in display items relating to local 
arts over the years; you'll have the opportunity to tell 
us about the items. The meeting on the 15th will be held 
in the Auditorium of the Quinte Living Centre at 370 Front 
Street, Belleville, with coffee and displays at 7:30 P.M. 
and the meeting called to order at 8 P.M.

The first Oddfellows Band at Belleville, 1877, led by Paul LaRue. This band was a suc-i 
cessor to the V ictoria Brass Band of the 1840's.

3. Our Society celebrates its birthday - the 30th one - on 
Thursday, October 1, with a gala party. We extend a 
special invitation to past members, especially executive 
members, to attend to share in the fun. There'll be 
comments from past presidents, a slide show of people and 
events in our history, greetings from other groups and 
individuals, and a birthday cake. Please note that the 
meeting is on a Thursday evening and that it begins with 
the presentations at 7:30 P.M. Coffee and cake follow. 
The party will be held at the Quinte Living Cehtre.
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4.

5.

The Belleville Sports Kail of Fame will 
be holding its first induction ceremony- 
on Saturday, September 12, at the Sir 
James Whitney School. Fifteen sports 
personalities will be inducted, among 
them Bobby Hull, Dennis Hull, Sandy 
Burrows (father of Phillipa Faulkner 
and owner of 'Glanmore'), George Carver,
Walt Gerow Sr., Fred Goyer, Vern Goyer, 
Stan Hagerman, Albert 'Toots’ Holway,
Betty Ingram, William 'Feeney' Mills, 
George Pepper, Sarah Thompson, Homer 
'Red' Townsend, and Gary Bowerman.
Tickets for the ceremony are available 
at the door. Further information is 
available from Sports Hall of Fame 
organizers, including Paul Kirby of The 
Bancroft Times. The initiator of the 
Hall, Paul is the author of the soon- 
to-be-published history of Belleville 
sports.
The Trent Port Historical Society holds 
an interesting meeting on Wednesday, 
September 16, in the back section of the 
old Market Building. There's a social 
hour from 6:30 to 7:30 with the Star- 
liters Band, a business meeting at 7:30, 
and a "Remember When" session with guests and members recalling impressions 
and stories about the old Market Building. 
Participants should bring lawnchairs.

Treaty, at the Carrying Place at the head of the 'B ay of Quinte, September 23, 
1787, between Sir John Johnson and the chiefs of the Mississaugas, by which the Crown 
obtained-lands westward and northward from the Bay of Quinte. Preliminary talks had been 
held in October, 1783, when the land between the Gananoque and Trent rivers had been 
ceded by the Mississaugas. (Painting by Rev. Bowen Squire).

6. Wednesday, September 23, is the 200th anniversary of the 
Gunshot Treaty at The Carrying Place. To celebrate the 
anniversary, the 7th Town Historical Society is sponsoring 
a ceremony to rededicate the cairn. The program will take 
place just south of The Carrying Place Post Office, near 
the cairn. Various officials will bring greetings, this 
writer will speak briefly on the importance of the occasion, 
and a light lunch will be served. Starting time is 1:30 P.M. 
Our members and friends are invited to attend this afternoon 
program.



- 3 -

7. As promised in the last OUTLttK, here's a look (or two) 
at our May meeting, courtesy of the local press.

THE 1NTEUIGENCER, Saturday. May 23.1987-

Historical society contest

How the past fired up the young
BY JULIA ASHBERRY 

Staff Reporter

What drove 12-year-old Carolyn 
Thompson to traipse through the 
graveyards of Centre Hastings for 
countless hours, and pore over 
century-old Bibles, dust-covered 
funeral cards and wedding invita
tions and boxes of yellowed 
photographs?

Carolyn, a Grade 7 student at 
T w e e d -H u n g e rfo rd  S en io r 
Elementary School, was con
ducting the ofteh painstaking

County \  
historical

Society’s 1987 
research competition for 

local students.
More than 200 elementary and 

secondary school students from 
throughout Hastings County 
entered this year’s competition -  
an increase of at least SO from 1988 
submissions.

“ T here was an enormous 
response and the quality of work is 
excellent,” said George Super, one 
of the event’s organizers, at Tues
day’s awards ceremony and public 
exhibits at the Quinte Living Cen
tre. Super and the historical socie
ty ’s fellow-education officers 
Janet Hoyer and Bill Hamblen 
sifted through the various literary 
and artistic entries in recent mon
ths to determine winners in 
various categories. '

The annual competition is in
tended to foster interest among, < 
area students in historical con- t 
cerns. And the research efforts of 
the participating youngsters and 
teenagers creates pew reference 
sources for the use of other area 
historians. < -

Young historians who received' 
cash awards for their research 
essays include Matthew Van 
Elsen, Chad Bateman, and Rehae 
McGowan, all of Madoc Township 
Public School; Michael Gordon, of

i

'

71
A winner

Patrick Levis, a Grade 6 student 
at St. Mary’s Catholic School, 
Trenton, displays miniature In
dian village that earned him an 
award in the Hastings County 
Historical Society’s 1987 History 
competition for area, students. 
More than1200 elementary and 
secondary school students from 
throughout Hastings entered the

1
Atkins School; Peter Brant and

contest this year. Patrick was one 
of the winners in the three- 
dimensional art category and 

• other awards were presented in 
divisions Including historical 
research, pen and ink or pencil 
draw ings, and genealogical 
research.

(Staff Photo)

Winners

S t Mary’s Catholic School, Tren
ton; John Lloyd and Shawn An
drews, of 1>.R. Atkins Elementary 
School, Belleville; Brock MacKen- 
zie, of Belleville Collegiate In- 
stitute; and Shannon Robinson, of 
Quinte Christian High School.

Thompson presented an “out
standing” family history, said 
Super. Senior

And other winners in the • Michael Moore 
genealogy category include, Wen- 
ay Lynne Brant, of' Belleville’S 
Queen Victoria Public School; Jen
nifer Marie Jonah, Erin Fox, Mary 
Ellen Smith, Jason Grills; and 
Carrie-Anne Post, all .of DJI.

Mumey Maracle, of Moira Secon
dary School; Michael O’Brien of 
Belleville Collegiate Institute and 
Craig Sills, Jason Millar, Spooner 
Prentice-Collins, Jennifer Gunn- 

. ing and Tanya Gray,, all of the 
Tweed-Hungerford SAchool. 

ers in the tw<Htwo-dimensional
painting category include Jillian 

- Hickson and Tony Bird, both of 
, 'D.R. Atkins; Lisa Frallek; and 

Alison Coulter, both of Foxboro 
School, and 

Rachael Burw5$ 
rows, of Marmora Senior Elemen- v 
tary School.
' Krista McFarl&ne, Julian West 
and Mike Krysak, all of Foxboro 
Senior Elementary, took home 
awards for their pen-and-ink draw

ings. Winners in the secondary 
level of the same category were 
Moira, students Glen Hales and 
Bryan Dilts.

Winners in the two-dimensional 
pencil-sketch division are: Dawn 
McKee, John Makson, Katherine 
Robinson, Ben Gibson, Tracey 
Finkle and Darrell Gould, all of 
Foxboro elementary. < ¥  ?

A w a rd -w in n in g -  t h r e e -  
dimensional historical artwork 
was created by'Krystal Thomson, 
Lisa Purves, .Tracey Burn and 
Julie Payne, all of Foxboro 
elementary; Jill Chard, of Mar
mora senior elementary; Patrick 
Levis, of St. Mary’s School, Tren
ton; and Karen Heroux, of V.P. 
Carswell Public School, Trenton.

Wins Geneological contest
Tweed Public School student Carolyn Thom pson w on  

first p lace in  the grade 7-8 d ivision  o f the Hastings-County 
Historical Society geneological research contest. There 
were 52 entries from TPS, and Carolyn traced her fam ily  
tree back 14 generations. i- V

Runners up from TPS were Tanya Gray, Jennifer 
Gunning, Spooner Prentice, and Craig S ills. h

.....

The Tweed News 
May 27, 1987
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T h ese  TPS stu d en ts  
participated  in the Hastings 
County Historical Society  
g e n e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h

Contest winners

contest held recently: (back 
row  L-R) T anya Gray, 
Jennifer Gunning, Spooner 
Prentice, (front row  L-R)

Craig S iiis  and Carolyn  
T hom pson. Carolyn won  
first place in the county
wide contest, and  the other 
students were runners-un.

THE TWEED NEWS, MAY 2 7 .1987,

technical emphasis
; THE INTELLIGENCER, Tuesday, hint 2,1W7

f interest to many
KAi a*--;

If there’s concern over a 
shortage of entrants into the 
technical and, trades fields 
right now, w e can still point 
with satisfaction to interest and 
su ccesses in the scientific field, 
n o t to m en tion  historical^  
research. v  1 
• T h e r e ’s  G lenn ^Cassibo’s  
honorable mention, for in
stance, in the Canada-wide 
scien ce fair,, with the robotic 
arm  which also earned him a  
$100 p rize from  N orthern  
Telecom . The BCI Grade 12 stu
dent w as entered in the national 
event with two other local 
students, David Graham from 
Harry J. Clarke School and 
K yle B laney from Sir Macken
zie Bowell.

It’s  no m ean feat to  earn na
tional recognition. As Christine 
Wood, who represented the 
Quinte Regional Science Fair 

' a t  th e M ississau ga  even t, 
noted, the quality of the entries  
im proves every  year. If|

As it is, the Quinte event Itself 
never fa ils  to im press, both in 
term s of the num bers entered

and the breadth of interest and 
com petence displayed by the 
young people.

A gain , if  h istory strikes  
m any young people as rather a 
dry subject, don’t  tell that toj 
th e  -enthusiastic you ngsters  
who com peted in the Hastings; 
County H istorical S ociety’s! 
historical research competion.. 
More than 200 elem entary and 
seco n d a ry  sch o o l students) 
which in term s of interest and 
variety o f subject m atter is  en -! 
couraging indeed.

The com petition covers a 
broad range of skills including 
n o t o n ly  h i s t o r i c a l  and  
g e n e a lo g ic a l re sea rch  but 
historical art-work as w ell.

The schools and groups such 
a s the historical society are \ 
perform ing an excellent job in ; 
stim ulating interest in these i 
s u b je c ts .  S c ien ce  arid, _ .of j 
course, the technical tra d es!  
areas m entioned of la te are of |  
prim e importance these days, j  
w h ile  h istory  and related  \ 
research  are topics of Enduring 
im portance.

8. This press coverage 
reflects on one of

our most important 
objectives - to interest 
our young people in our 
heritage.' Congratulations 
to the teachers who 
share this objective.
9. Speaking of education, I ’m pleased to report
that I'll be teaching a 
Local History class at 
B.C.I.V.S., commencing 
September 8 in Room 316. 
The class runs each 
schoolday from 2 to 3:20 
in the afternoons, until 
the end of January. YOU 
are invited to register.
We - the students of all 
ages - have a good time.
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10. We're delighted that several entries already have been
received in our Historical Reminiscences Contest, some from 
former residents now living beyond the bounds of Hastings 
County. This is how The Bancroft Times reported the 
contest.

Memories Could Win New Contest
Nobody listening to that old story 

about Aunt Matilda and the piglets? The 
Hastings County Historical Society 
will.

The Society has announced a new 
Contest for Historical Reminiscence. 
People can write their stories down, or 
talk about them into a tape recorder.

A society new letter suggests 
reminiscences might include: “ a 
description of a typical day in the 
w riter’s life” , a ‘-‘humourous 
happening” , or a story from a 
particular “ community and its people

(such as Point Anne, Ivanhoe, Deloro, 
Bancroft.

The tapes or written stories will then 
be kept in the Historical Society 
Archives for future generations. But 
first appointed judges will sift through 
entries for a winner of either cash or a
book, plus a certificate.

* m m
Deadline for the contest is September 

18th, 1987-
• Actually the new reminiscences 

contest is part of a yearly contest for 
historical writing, run by the Hastings 
County Society. Two other categories

are “Heritage Research Essay” and 
“ Historical Fiction” . The fiction is an 
original story or narrative set in 
Hastings County at any time during the 
past. The Research Essay is an 
investigation into some aspect of 
Hastings County’s past, such as a 
community, family or social group, ' i 
; These categories also have : 
September deadline. Entries fron 
North Hastings are accepted and ever 
encouraged. Further information isi 
available by writing , the Hastings 
County Historical Society at Box 1418,
.■:beBev.ilteJ-&gS*siy,---:,. -

The deadline for all contests is September 18.
fIN MEMORIAL!'

The heritage movement is thankful for the lives 
and contributions of the following:
FOLLWELL, Edward E. (Ted), longtime member of

our Society [April 10/87]
FRANKLIN, Bessie W., longtime member and active

in Ketcheson Family History [May 20/87] 
IRWIN, Helen, active worker in the first and

second Hastings County Museums [July 17/87] 
LUNN, Richard, co-author of The County [Aug. 15/87] 
MELDRUH, Norman I., active member of Heritage 

_____________Belleville (L.A.C.A.C.)______ [Dec. 14/86]
12. Recent additions to our Picture Archives include:

32 pictures of Belleville floods, buildings, harbour, 
road construction, etc., from the City Clerk's 
Office, courtesy BILL MORETON 

2 pictures of the Windsor Hotel and Alf McCrodden's 
Grocery Store, Belleville, courtesy the County of 
Prince Edward Archives, RODGER GREIG 

10 maps of early Ontario, prepared by the Ontario
Ministry of Citizenship and Culture and the Ontario 
Archives, courtesy of HUGH O'NEIL, M.P.P.

5 pictures of Belleville sporting teams from JOHN KNOTT 
[the picture of Fred Goyer on page 2 of OUTLi^K is 
from the Ontario Baseball Club of 1914]

13. Avid OUTL^fK readers will be interested in this offer.
Because of increasing printing and postage costs, we are 
not able to include all the articles from the popular press 
we would like to. However, you can receive these OUTLUjIK 
sheets free by contacting us by mail or phone [968-5023]
Request the material before October 1, 1987:

(A) Intell articles, Aug. 6,11/87 relating to Belleville
High School Graduation, 1914 [2 pages]

(B) Toronto Star article by Mary Thomas, on Glanmore [1]
(C) Bancroft Times article and editorial relating to

BOB LYONS' new book on Bancroft ares5, "Touring the Past" [1](D) Reviews of "The Parachute Ward: A Canadian Surgeon's 
Adventures in Wartime Yugoslavia", the story of Dr.
Colin Dafoe from Madoc [2]

(E) Intell article, August 7/87 relating to NEIL SMITH'S 
research into Canada's only armored, wartime train [1]Items you request will be mailed to you with a future issue 

of OUTLftK.



14. News of four books relating to our area: (a)

(t) Historic Kingston is feature
of Mika firm's latest book j

• j
The historic city of Kingston is the There’s also an introduction by 

topic of the latest book released by Kingston Mayor John P. Gerretsen. 
Mika Publishing Company of „ Kingston is a city that’s rich in 
Belleville. history, says Nick Mika. He and his

Written by Nick and Helma Mika wife, Helma, contemplated compiling
and four guest writers who are the book for a couple of years,
authorities on various areas of The publication features three 
Kingston’s development, Kingston: main sections, the first a study of ear-j
Historic City features full-color ly French settlement in the area; the
photographs of Kingston scenes, in- second focuses on the arrival of the*
eluding noteworthy architecture, and Loyalists and the development of a*
various maps. thriving city; the third, concentrates-

Guest writers are Derek Crawley, on modem times, from the First;
an English professor at Queen’s World War to current issues and at-
University, who’s contributed an arti- tractions. )
cle on literature and writers of the The 196-page volume sells for ap-; 
area; Kathy Harding, also of proximately $30 and is available at;
Queen’s, wrote about architecture; W. and R. Greenley Booksellers,;
Capt. J.R. McKenzie, of the Royal Belleville, and at other selected <
Military College, contributed a sec- stores in Canada,
tion on Kingston’s military history, The Mikas are currently working 
and Frances K. Smith, examined the on a new project, a study of historic
development of art in Kingston, mills in Ontario.

Local History
Book
Published

(c) ALAN R. CAPON and LLOYD E. THOMPSON 
have prepared "Picton Remembered", 
an attractive, well-illustrated 
book that compares scenes then and 
now, an interesting approach.

Bob Lyons, local writer and historian, 
has just released a new book on the 
history of Bancroft and district. For - 
more on Touring the Past see Page- S’.

15.

16.

17.

(d) AUDREY DELANEY has printed "Hastings County Kinfolk", 
a look at these families, in-so-far as they are related 
to herpj-^Alcombrack, Alkenbrack, Amey, Ashley, Baker, 
Clapper>A6omerford, Cronk, Diamond, Edgar, Farrell, 
Fitchett, Forbes, Foster, Gordanier, Haight, Hoard, 
Hollinger, Ketcheson, Latta, McMullen, McTaggart, Mitts, 
Mitz, Pitman, Post, Rollins, Salisbury, Salsbury, Shibley, 
Vandewater, Vincent, Vosburgh, and Young. It's available 
for $15.95 (postpaid) from Audel Enterprises, Box 608, 
Thornhill, Ontario, L3T 4A§.

The Madoc Historical Foundation 
is raising funds through a draw 
at the Madoc Fair on Sept. 27.Prizes are a reproduction wash 
stand in cherry [at right] and 
a wall clock.
Hats off to the Bancroft Museum, 
which this year celebrates its 
20th anniversary. This year the 
museum is adding a new display 
saluting the doctors and 
dentists who have served North 
Hastings.
If you represent a heritage 
group in Hastings County, keep 
Saturday, October 24, open for 
a workshop. Details follow.

NEWS AND VIEWS from the HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.0. Box 1418
Belleville, Ontario, K8N t t l
inviting you to 
salute the 
QUINTE ARTS COUNCIL 
on its 20th year 
and your SOCIETY 
on its 30th year
HAPPY BIRTHDAY



APPENDIX A
These articles from the Intelligencer of August 6 and 11, 1987 
indicate the human interest story that can result from the 
publication of a picture from our Archives in the "Historic 
Hastings" column of the paper. Following the publication of 
the original picture, a phone call from EARLE ELLIOTT to this 
writer laid the groundwork for the visit to Tweed of Intell 
reporter JULIA ASHBERRY.

OUTLiiK September 1, 1987

Historic Hastings

ding, Lucy Grant, Audrey Arnot, 
Harold Welch, who apparently 
became a doctor, Helen ? and Emily 
Armstrong. (Photo - Hastings County 
Historical Society)

This photo of the 1913-14 senior 
matriculation class at Belleville High 
School is lacking only one identifying 
name. Those pictured include: (from

left), kneeling, Elsie Alger and Helen 
Simpkins. Seated, Harold Reid, Jo 
Tickell, P.C. MacLaurin, principal,. 
Cora Grant, Vemon Clarke. Stan-

UffciihWii* - aMK />i.***i '4
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"/ remember them well"
Elsie Elliott, of the Tweed area, Taugher -  standing in the back row of durina her ninetieth hirthHa«

helped solve a minor mystery for the a 1914 Belleville High School gradua- celebration at st Tnhn’c TiniwI
Hastings County Historical Society tion photograph. Elliott reviewed her Church Tweed Sundav S Umted
by ginning a name on the previously own copy of the sepia-hued photo and ’ ’ (Staff Photo)
unidentified young woman -  Helen provided the identity of the woman

Pictures don't fade at 90 9 7

TWEED - Someone once said, a pic
ture’s worth a thousand words. '

And to 90-year-old Elsie Elliott, a 
p ic tu r e ’s w orth  a th o u san d  
memories.

She was a mere 17 years in 1914 -  
back then she was Elsie Alger -  when 
the senior class of Belleville High 
School was captured in a sepia-hued

P Whra Elliott, of Tweed, glanced at 
the graduation photo reprinted Aug. 6 
in The Intelligencer’s Historic 
Hastings feature section, with swift 
ease she recited the names of her 10 
classmates -  including the one identi-

S that eluded members of the 
astings County Historical Society 

for decades.
“I remember them well,’* said 

.Elliott Sunday as she reviewed her 
own copy of the graduation photo dur
ing her ninetieth birthday celebration 
at St. John’s United Church. “But I 
don’t  know what’s happened to them 
all,” added the long-time farm resi
dent and former teacher whose birth
day was actually Monday.

Historic Hastings, run in The In
telligencer in recent months, pro
vides glimpses of bygone days in the 
area by featuring photographs and 
occasional sketches from the picture 
archives of the Hastings County 
Historical Society. Most of the socie
ty’s files are painstakingly labelled 
by members. But a few entries -  such 
as the 1914 graduation photo -  have 
incomplete details on their subjects.

People like Elsie Elliott appreciate 
both the sentimental and historical 
value of photographs. Elliott’s per
sonal photo collection, carefully iden

tified and filed, and her steel-trap 
mind quickly provided the name of 
Helen Taugher to solve the identity 
mystery and complete the record of 
the historical graduation photo Sun
day.

Society president Gerry Boyce says 
people who want to help unravel 
s im ila r  m y s te rie s  reg ard in g  
reprinted historic photos may contact 
picture archivist Betsy Boyce, at 
966-5475, or write the society at P.O. 
Box 1418, Belleville.

BY |(JL IA  ASH BERRY 
STAFF REPORTER

Elliott’s personal treasure trove of 
pictures, which she proudly displayed 
for friends and family members at 
her birthday celebration, sparked 
fond memories for the long-time resi
dent of the Tweed area.

The graduation photograph, forex- 
am ple, conjured memories of 
E l l io t t ’s  tra in  journey  from 
Crookston to Belleville to attend the 
only area high school to offer the 
equivalent of today’s grades 12 and 
13. While she studied subjects in
cluding chemistry, French, physics, 
mineralogy, and trigonometry, she 
boarded at a home on Dunbar Street.

As a 17-year-old graduate, Elliott 
was “too young” to be accepted at the 
teachers’ training college in Toronto. 
But she was allowed to work as a 
novice teacher in North Hastings -  
for a starting salary of $450 a year.

After teaching in Bancroft, 
L’Amable, Tweed and Oshawa, and 
obtaining her teacher’s certificate, in

1921 the young teacher married 
Tweed-area farmer Lincoln Elliott.

Snapshots of their honeymoon in 
New York City -  where they watched 
Babe Ruth play baseball -  and a col
lection of photographs of their six 
children, nine grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren chronicle 
their lives to date -  and the 52-years 
spent on their Crookston Road farm.

“It’s been a hard life for farmers, -  
particularly now,” said the guest of 
honor at Sunday’s gathering. She 
cited the physical toll, but particular
ly the financial strains -  with 
bankers’ warnings looming over 
many a farmer’s shoulder -  as thfe 
main difficulties of farming life.

Five of the Elliotts’ six children are 
still living, and their offspring are 
scattered in various Canadian com
munities and “all over the world,”  
said Elsie. Her daughter Eileen Hill 
and son-in-law Gordon Hill, of Burl
ington, were among the guests at Sun
day’s gathering.
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Glanmore House in Belleville houses idiosyncratic collection of illumination devices

House sheds light
on

Mary Thomas
cialtoTheStar 

:3ELLEVILLE — To step acr*ss 
threshold of Glanmore House 

15; Belleville is to step back into a 
quieter, more genteel era, at least 
fflj-the wealthy. , . . i
~That is part of it, at any rate.

Sis home and museum also shows 
tstyles of colonists and Indians 
layal to the Crown, and has an 

iffiosyncratic collection of illumi- 
lfgtion devices over the centuries, 
fl®ys to light the world from 5,000 
BBC. to AD. 1900, from primitive 
fitfen to Edison, put together by a 
curious dentist from Tweed.
, ^Eclectic lights, one might say. 
g lan m ore House itself was the 

Ixame of John P h ilp ot Curan 
Philips, a w ea lthy  19th-century 
Banker and its integrity has been 
Preserved, mainly because it re- 
USstined the fa m ily  resid en ce  
through three generations, until 
JBout 10 years ago.
*It is now the Hastings County 

hJjjfseum and open to the public 
summer and winter.

5 ; Artw orks
^Curator Mary Simonds says, “Its 

Cjsle is to,interpret the, 19th-cen- 
ttfry lifestyle of the wealthy, and to 
fSSesent the history of the early 
days of this county.”
X A  v is ito r  is immediately im- 
gtessed with the art works, both 

the Couldery Collection and 
& a£of a famous local artist, the 

Jate" Manley Macdonald. Amt the 
museum offers a gallery of pioneer 
life in the county, special exhibits 
from time to time from the Royal 
Ontario Museum, and other dis
plays throughout the year.

A Montreal architect designed 
the house, which has bay windows, 
a mansard roof and iron cresting. 
The rococo interior has scrolled 
plaster moldings, wall and ceiling 
frescoes and friezes, and much 
gold paint The dining room ceiling 
features a combination of fresco 
work, stencilling, and free-hand 
painting with medallions and half* 
medallionsL

A central hall, popular in Victo
rian times, features a suspended 
staircase with newel posts topped

by Greek revivalist statues.
The dining room and two draw

ing rooms are typical of the day. 
Wealthy Victorians loved clutter, 
tt seems the wealthier the more 
the clutter, but Glanmore House 
shows how appealing that can be.

Many treasures assembled here 
were accumulated by good luck.

M ost of the furniture comes 
from the Couldery Collection. The 
story goes that in 1890 an artistic 
English family nam ed Couldery 
had a train stop-over in Belleville. 
Persuaded by a local hotel owner 
to stay a few weeks, they fell in 
love with the city, returned each 
summer until 1912, and took one of 
the hotel owner’s daughters home 
to England to stay.

In the mid-1950s that daughter, 
Mrs; Anna Salaman, sent to the 
city of Belleville a bequest from 
the Coulderys: six tons of furniture 
and paintings.

When beautiful Glanmore House, 
in a tree-lined residential area, be
came available, the municipality 
bought it to house the collection. 
Many of the paintings are on dis
play, most remain in storage.

The Manley Macdonald art col
lection was also due to a bit of luck. 
Macdonald had roots in Hastings 
County. When he ‘died a local bene
factor bought the collection from 
the family and put it on permanent 
loan to the museum. < :■*

Curator Simonds says a man 
came in one day with a parcel 
under his arm. He had just bought 
Macdonald’s old' house at Pointe 
Anne on Lake Ontario and found in 
the barn an unfinished canvas, 
definitely in Macdonald’s style. It 
now is with the rest of the collec
tion in the upstairs art gallery.

The Dr. William Paul Lighting

Guidepost
Access to Hastings County 

Museum from Highway 401 is by 
two exits, Highway 62 South and 
Highway 37 South into Belleville. 
The museum is on the comer of 
Bridge and Dufferin Sts. It is 
dosed on Monday but open other 
weekdays in summer from 10 am . 
to 4.30 p.m., and on weekend 
afternoons.

Exhibit is famous and unique in 
North America. It is housed in a 
small upstairs gallery.

Paul, a dentist from Tweed, col
lec ted  lighting d ev ices  for 40 
years. The display features hun
dreds of ways to light the world, 
plain and fancy, from 5000 B.C. to 
AD. 1900. There is the hollowed- 
out stone with animal fat, the sea- 
shell with a bit of .moss floating in 
it, right up to Edison’s- incandes
cent lighting.

Another upstairs g a llery  fea
tures the pursuits of the 19th cen
tury lady. Her main occupation 
would be handcrafts such as n ee  
dlework and painting on china.

At Glanmore House, strawberry 
teas are held in the1 summer and a 
m u sical even in g  of Victorian 
entertainment will be featured this 
fall. During the Christmas season a 
replica of Queen Victoria’s Christ
mas tree is set up on a table in the 
drawing room.

First Loyalists
As a museum for Hastings Coun- 

the facility has a Canadians 
allery below the main floor. It’s 

called the Path to the 20th Cen
tury in Hastings County and fo
cuses on the United Empire Loyal
ists and the Native Loyalists.

Mohawk Indians loyal to the  
king fled from the U. S. to Canada 
in 1777 during the Revolution. 
After spending about seven years 
in refugee camps, diseased and 
dying of hunger, they were saved 
by th eir leader Thayendanegea 
(Joseph Brant) who demanded and 
got replacement of lost land. The 
Mohawks became the first Loyal
ists 4 ’o settle in Hastings County 
when Tyendinaga township, just 
east of Belleville, was designated 
for them.

The British government p u r -* 
chased lakefront property east of 
the Trent River from the Missis
sauga Indians to reward Loyalists. 
Each got at least 50 acres to start a 
new life. This gallery tells their : 
story. It features a general store. 
and pioneer kitchen with loom. 
Displays tell the stories of many 
local events and dignitaries, in
cluding Belleville’s only native son.

. prime minister, Mackenzie Boweil 1
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New Local History Book

Bob Lyons was a popular attraction for those at the Gemboree, despite not being a mineral, for those who 
wanted an autographed copy ofhis gem o f a book Touring the Past.

During his years as a freelance 
writer for the Bancroft Times, the 
Toronto Star, and as a staff reporter 
for the Times, Bob Lyons captured 
the spirit of historic North Hastings 
with his recounting of the many

colorful events and characters.

Now, with the publication of 
Touring the Past, compiled from four 
years of articles from the Times, and 
recently updated with new informa-

Editorials
Bancroft Heritage  
Proudly O n D isplay

tion gathered by Lyons and submitt
ed by readers, everyone can walk 
through Bancroft and area history. In 
some cases literally.

I
The attractively bound quality- 

paperback 140-page book, is full of 
stories and anecdotes gathered from 
countless interviews with area 
seniors, as well as his own research 
through archives and historical 
records. There are dozens of photo- 
graphs-som e never published be 
before—which gives the reader a 
better perspective of what life was 
like in Bancroft of old. Lyons has also 
included several maps and directions 
so that the reader can actually trace 
the footsteps and journeys of those 
before.

Whew and Wow. The preceeding statement may not be the 
stuff Pulitzer Prizes are made o f but it is the kind o f  week we 
just had in Bancroft.

Now that the dust has setttled, and a calm lingers over the 
village, it leaves us a few  moments to ponder the excitement 
and activities o f  the past number o f days. The holiday weekend 
was officially called Civic holiday; but perhaps fo r th e  North 
Hastings area, it could be more aptly titled Heritage holiday.

The m ost visible event was the four-day Bancroft 
Rockhound Gemboree, and one just had to look at the licence 
plates on the cars and motor homes to see how popular it is. 
For all o f their efforts a hearty hurrah goes out to Susan 
Morris and her hard-working group.

This weekend also saw the release o f  the much-awaiting 
book by area historian and journalist Bob Lyons. Touring the 
Past is a must for anyone interested in the history and colour 
o f the Bancroft region.

Our third journey into the past this weekend took us into the 
waterways o f our district and showed us how craftsmen 
created wooden boats. Thanks to Gordon Flagler, Joan 
Barrett et al, us newer people to the area, and younger 
residents could see and ride in Wooden Boats, and'hear how 
they were the only mode o f  transport fo r so many o f  the people 
in the past. '

It is true that you can V live in the past, but learning to live 
with the past is very important in keeping alive our North 
Hastings heritage. N

■ i
The book contains seven chapters 

covering Bancroft and North 
Hastings, Baptiste Lake and the 
I.B.&O., Cardiff and Cardiff Town
ship, Carlow to  Combermere, Coe 
Hill and Faraday, L’Amable Area 
and Maynooth area. Lyons has also 
included appendices on Tracing 
Ancestors, and Mines and Mineral 
Collecting Sites.

For this writer, who has just 
recently moved to the area, it is an 
invaluable source of information, 
and yes, just good plain reading. It is 
also a book, by its design, with short 
chapters, that can be read bit by bit, 
put down and picked up again. It is_  
the type of volume that will and 
should be read tim e and time again.

Whether you are one o f the many 
fans of Lyons, a permanent resident, 
or just a summer visitor, if you love 
this area, you owe it to yourself to 
pick up a copy and begin touring the _ 
past. -

.
Lyons will be at the Bancroft* 

I.G.A. on Friday and Monday o f  this 
weekend autographing copies. It is 
published by Northern Source and 
sells for $11.95. Copies are available 
from the Bancroft Times.
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Madoc doctor 
helped Tito’s men 
in Yugoslavia’s 
resistance fight

By Ron Lowman

IN the bottomless treasure chest 
of World War II stories that 

gleam through.the patina of the 
years, an occasional diamond 
glitters. This particular gem is 
about a Canadian.

Dr, Colin Dafoe from Madoc, 
Ont., a major in Britain’s Royal 
Arm y Medical Corps (RAMC), 
parachuted from a DC-3 Dakota 
aircraft into the mountains of 
Yugoslavia in May 1944 and 
marched, fought alongside and 
operated on wounded partisans of 
Marshal Tito’s Communist bands. 
His mission was code-named Tof
fee.

The partisans called him “Sir 
Major Dafoe,” and affectionately, 
“Tata” (Father, or Daddy). His 
hospital w ards and operating, 
theatres in the-forests and moun
tains were often m ade out of 
wood and parachute silk, and no 
sooner had he and his staff settled 
in than enemy forces approached 
and the order would come, “Pok- 
ret!” (get going — fast!).

Unexpected attack

Tito’s guerrillas hit when the 
enemy least expected them and 
withdrew when attacked. When 
Germans, Chetniks (Gen. Draja 
Mihailovich’s royalist forces), «r  
Ustashi. (G erm an allies) bore 
down on them , the partisans 
stru ck  cam p m minutes and 
marched all night if necessary, 
with a rearguard covering the 
column. Often Dafoe was in the 
middle of an operation when the 
dreaded “Pokret!” was heard. < .

A lthough not a Communist 
himself, Dafoe’s six bloody, bullet- 
strewn months with the guerril
las echo the exploits of another 
Canadian doctor, N orm an Be- 
thune.' > •

Communist Bethune, whose' 
name is revered to this day in 
China, soldiered with the parti
sans in Spain’s Civil War and with 
Mao Tse-tung’s Eighth Route 
Arm y on the fam ous Long 
March. He died after Contracting

The Parachute Ward: A Canadian 
Surgeon’s Adventures in Wartime 
Yugoslavia
by Brian Jeffrey Street
Lester & Orpen Dennys, 320 pages,
$24.95

blood poisoning during a battle
field operation on Nov. 12,1939.

Dafoe,- a relative of Dr. Allan 
Roy Dafoe, who delivered the 
Dionne quintuplets in May 1934, 
died a mysterious death long  
after his war against the Ger- 
mans was finished. ' /

Holidaying with his wife, Char
lotte, also a doctor, he vanished 
July 29, 1969, in Waterton Lakes 
National Park, near the British 
Columbia-Alberta-U.S. border. 
The Mounties searched for him 
and, on the UJS. side of the bor
der, the Central Intelligence Ag- 

. ency (CIA) and the Federal Bu
reau of Investigation conducted 
their own investigation.

When a former Special Opera
tions Executive (SOE) agent from 
World War H vanishes under 
mysterious circumstances, all 
sorts of alarm bells ring. After 
all, the Yugoslavs were charging 
that Dafoe had been murdered by 
gunm en of th e ir  w artim e  
enemies, either the Chetniks, or 
the Ustashi.

It was not until 1972 that his 
skull, positively identified by den
tal records, w as found in the  
Rockies, just north of the US. 
.border. Cause of death? Impossi
ble to determine.

Exquisitely detailed
Author: B rian  Jeffrey Street 

has done an excellent job of weav- 
ing  a story from Dafoe’s, own 
“iexquisitely detailed” journals, 
which he wrote in the summer, of ■ 
1945, soon after his return from 
Yugoslavia. Interlaced with these 
are interviews in Yugoslavia, 
where he is" remembered w ith  
great affection. :

Gen. Kosta Nadj, who com
manded the partisan units to 
which Dafoe was attached, said:

B lood y  m onth s: For six
b lo o d y  months, Dr. C o lin  
Dafoe of Madoc, Ont.. above, 
t r e a te d  wounded resistance 
fighters.in WW II Yugoslavia. 
A u th o r Jeffrey Street, lef t,  
wove together Dafoe's diaries 
and interviews in Yugoslavia.

“A surgeon was. more valuable to 
us than a divisipn. He was not 
only a good surgeon, but also a 
very kind man, self-effacing, self- 
sacrificing, and above all, a brave 
soldier.”

Yugoslavia gave D afoe th e ^  
Order of Service to the People be- Vj 
fore he left the country in 1944 ; 
and in 1984,, during ceremonies 
marking the 40th anniversary of 
his parachute drop, he was post
humously awarded the Medal of

’ T o r o f f h  S -h a r

T u t * «  2 0 / 9 7

Victory and the Order of Merit 
Such high honors, the book says, 
are rarely bestowed on foreign
ers. v -

The British were not very help
ful about a man who was, al
though a Canadian, one of their 
own officers. Author Street says a 
num ber of official documents 
about Dafoe’s mission and his 
wartime service w ere unavail
able because of the Official Se
crets Act “or were unaccount
ably missing.”

Drew blank
And efforts to trace the identi

ties and whereabouts of other 
agents who served with him in 
Yugoslavia drew a blank. Some
on e, S treet su sp ects, w ent 
through Dafoe’s official life with 
a broom and swept up after him.

The book is a welcome'addition 
to the library of Canadian ex
ploits in World War IL

□  Ron Lowman covers the mili
tary beat for The Star.



The Parachute Ward 
by Brian Jeffrey Street

Lester & O pen Dennys, $24.95 The surfacing of a hero

He attended Queens University

•• ■■■" * * >■ ■

Roswald Dafoe presents a

Reviewed by LYNDON JONES ■FORTY-THREE years after the  
event is a tremendous gap for the 
telling of a story for the first time. 
And yes, this is another book about 

the Second World War, but this one is 
about one o f its lesser-know n cam 
paigns — the heroic struggle in the be
sieged mountains of wartime Yugosla
via — and a Canadian surgeon’s ex 
traordinary role in that struggle, saving 
countless lives in a war of liberation, 
working under terrible conditions in an 
operating room constructed from para
chutes.

The Canadian was Dr. Colin Scott 
Dafoe, who grew up in Madoc, Ontario, 
a small rural community roughly half
way between Toronto and Ottawa on 
the Trans-Canada Highway.

There is a similarity between Dafoe 
and Dr. Norman Bethune, another Ca
nadian doctor who earlier had also de
voted a large part of his life ministering 
to sick and wounded in China — except 
for one important fact: Dr. Bethune’s 
story has been well documented in Can
ada, w hereas th a t o f  Dr. D afoe has 
never surfaced Until now, that is.

In The Parachute Ward, Brian Jeffrey 
Street,, a screenwriter, docum entary  
film-maker and journalist, uses his con

siderable w riting talents to bring the  
book to life. He tells how Major Dafoe, a 
skilled surgeon who had enlisted in Bri
tain’s Royal Army Medical Corps during 
the Second World War, volunteered to 
carry out “a dangerous mission to the 
Balkans” for British Intelligence. Dafoe 
was stationed  in Tunisia at the tim e .‘ 
Prior to  that he had served w ith the  
British 8th army in Tobruk and El Ala- 
mein in Africa. His assignment was to 
parachute into a remote mountain vil
lage in occupied eastern Bosnia to join a 
rag-tag army of Communist guerrillas 
led by Josip Tito, and to treat thousands 
of wounded fighters suffering terribly 
without adequate medical care.

In next to no time he was a hero and 
a legend, beloved, respected and wor
shipped by those he helped during his 
sjx-m onth stay  w ith them . He left in 
1944 with one of that country’s highest 
decorations, given rarefy, if ever, to for
eigners, and flew to southern Italy and 
eventually to Britain and back to Can
ada.

Although the main part of the book is 
about Dafoe’s special assignment in Yu-\ 
goslavia, it is the final chapter that is 
most intriguing, dealing with his myste
rious disappearance while in Edmonton, 
Alberta. That chapter deserves a book
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Madoc man helped partisans
M adoc - Few people who grow up 
in a small town like Madoc ever get 
books written about them, or lead 
lives that might be the subject of a 
book. Dr. Colin Dafoe lead such a 
life. Bom in Madoc in 1910, he 
went on to become a doctor and 
treat the Partisans of Jugoslavia.

Dr. Dafoe was very active in the 
outdoors and before the Second 
World War he had traveled around 
Ontario by canoe. This interest led 
to his death in 1969 in the Rocky 
Mountains near his home in Ed-

Medical School and graduated in 
1936. From there he went on to 
England to continue his studies. In 
1940. he joined the Royal Army 
Medical Corp and tried to transfer 
to the Canadian Army but the Brit
ish would not let him go.

Dr. Dafoe saw action with the 
Eighth Army in the North African 
campaigns. He was then trained as 
a paratrooper and was sent to Jugo
slavia to work with the Partisans 
under Marshal Tito. There lie de
veloped the parachute ward, an
n n a M t i m v  n v u i r t  ITIo H a  f m m  1W TJI-

treatm ent in itself. Dafoe’s disappear-' 
ance into the wilds of Waterton Lakes 
N ational Park in 1969 tou ch ed  o ff  a 
flurry of speculation — suicide, heart at
tack, stroke, deliberate concealment, at
tack by a bear. Others believed he was 
nowhere in the area, but involved in a 
CIA deal across the border in Montana,* 
som e suggested there was harassment 
by various intelligence agencies, or foul 
play.

D espite a m assive search, nothing  
more was heard or seen of Dafoe until 
hikers reported rinding a skull with its 
lower jaw missing that had apparently 
been washed down from quite high up 
in the national park. Forensic study de
termined it to be Dafoe’s. z

N othing has surfaced since to shed 
new light on Dafoe’s disappearance and 
death. The Yugoslavs maintain he was 
murdered by anti-Tito, anti-Commuhist, 
an ti-p artisan  p eop le in E dm onton. 
Others say  that this com plicated and 
com plex man w ent to  Vietnam  as he 
once'vowed, to fight against the Ameri
cans there, but there is no evidence he 
ever meant to do so.

There has been no sm oking gun or 
inside story to offer a solution, though a 
lot o f questions remain unanswered. So 
long after the event, it is doubtful if the 
true story will now ever emerge. □

Lyndon Jones is a Whig-Standard staff wri
ter who served in the Royal Air Force dur
ing the Second World War.
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he book details the
adventurous life Roswald s brother Colin Dafoe led while he was in Jugoslavia during the Second World War.
Helping Ms. Reid receive is Sandy McNiel who chairs the library board.



Canada's armored train 
a "footnote" to wartime
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but it's topic for book
By HENRY BURY 

Staff Reporter

An “interesting but rather im
portant footnote” in the annals of 
Canadian military history is what 
Belleville resident Neil Smith soon 
wants to share with the general 
public.

Smith has started his research 
into Canada’s only armored, war
time train -  the No. 1 Armoured 
Train used in the Pacific Coast 
Command to fend off what was 
feared as a possible attack by 
Japanese Invaders in 1942-43.

But Smith needs the public’s 
help in getting any information he 
can on the train. He’s asking 
anyone who has any pictures, 
stories or recollections of the train 
unit to contact him at his 166 
William St. residence.

“I think it would take me about 
one to two years to gather all the 
information I need to write a book 
on it. And I hope to have it publish
ed in Canada for national distribu
tion,” Smith says.

Smith said he’s not writing the 
book to make a profit.

“I just think It’s something (the 
armored train) that should receive 
some national exposure in Canada. 
It’s a rather unusual story in Cana
dian military history and I want to 
tell it to the Canadian public.”

Smith, who’s had no formal 
military experience other than be
ing a cadet years ago and a cadet 
instructor for the past nine years 
at the Belleville Armouries, said 
he has “a lot of interest in the 
military." 7

Besides a “ fairly strong” 
military background in his family, 
Smith is a collector of Canadian 
militaria. He already has a collec
tion of some 2,000 pieces of 
military memorabilia dating back 
to the 1760s.

Smith, with a large collection of 
military books, has never written 
a book before. But all that changed 
when he recently read a short arti
cle on the armored train in the 
Canadian Journal of Arms Collec- 
tta«-

“This (armored train) struck 
me as something that had not been 
known about in Canada. I’m sure 
not too many people know we had 
such a train in Canada before. I 
think it’s too important a footnote 
in our military history to be passed 
over,” Smith said.

His research has already gener
ated this information about the ar
mored war-time train: It was built 
by CN Rail in Winnipeg for the 
government in June 1942. It was 
seven cars long, powered by a 
diesel-electric locomotive. There 
were two, heavy machine gun 
cars, two anti-aircraft cars, two 
living-quarters and communica
tion units and a searchlight car.

The train was manned by the 
Winnipeg Grenadiers and soldiers 
from other Canadian units from 
July 1942 to October 1943, when it 
was taken out of service.

The train was never fired upon 
by the enemy, nor had it been used 
to fend off any enemy attacks.

The purpose of the train was to

Srovide a mobile artillery unit that 
ravelled along the country’s west 

coast shoreline, warding off any 
attacks by the Japanese, who, a 
year earlier, had attacked Pearl 
Harbor.

Smith said he’s read the train 
was disbanded in July 1944 and its 
Individual cars returned to normal 
railway service.

“But what exactly happened to 
the train after it was taken out of 
service is something I don’t know. 
And that’s one of the things I’m 
trying to find out,” he said.

Some of the information already 
received by Smith was generated 
through the Canadian Public Ar
chives in Ottawa, which supplied 
him with a war diary "'of the ar
mored train and the military unit 
manning it. He’s also received 
some photos of the actual train.

But Smith said he’s hoj 
notices he placed in the Sentinel, 
the Canadian Armed Forces 
magazine, and the, Canadian 
Legion magazine, will generate 
even more first-hand information 
about the armored train.

Neil Smith is now gathering in -, 
formation he needs to write a book 
on Canada’s only armored, war
time train, used to fend off what 
was feared as possible Japanese 
attacks along the country’s west 
coast shoreline during the Second 
World War. Smith said the train is 
“an interesting but rather impor

ta n t”  footnote in ' Canadian 
military history that needs to be 
shared publicly. Research into the 
book will take up to two years and 
the William Street resident is ask
ing the public’s help in providing 
him with any information.

(Staff Photo)
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Woodworker John Curtis designs 
and builds the gingerbread trim 
which decorates the exterior of

Victorian-era homes. Curtis, an 
elementary school industrial arts 
teachers, produces trim both for ex

isting Victorian homes and for new 
homes based on Victorian designs. 
His designs are produced at a a 
workshop in Sidney Township.

It's back to Victoria for his woodwork
By BILL WHITELAW 

Staff Reporter

Technology may have made life a 
little easier for John Curtis, but die 
artistic and esthetic challenges he 
faces as a contemporary craftsman 
have changed little for nearly a cen
tury.

Eleelectricity, for example, powers 
his machinery while his predecessors 
had to rely on “people power” to push 
their saws and turn their lathes.

But the products of Curtis’ labors 
could well have been crafted years 
ago, when Victorian architecture was 
in vogue and homeowners liked to 
dress up the exterior of their houses 
with ornate wooden gingerbread 
trim. s

Given the recent renewed interest 
in Victorians, particularly its in
fluence on architecture, Curtis 
believes people will be once again 
seeking tangible reminders of the 
era. And living in an area deeply 
steeped in history -  with its own fair 
share of Victorian homes -  Curtis 
figures he won’t lack for business pro
ducing gingerbread trim.

And in anticipation of the demand, 
Curtis plans to work only half-time at 
his job as an elementary school in
dustrial arts teacher this fall to

Pelletier had been trying to create 
his own gingerbread trim for his 
homes but was “making a real mess 
of-it” until Curtis showed him how to 
do it properly.

Before he knew it, Curtwood 
Designs had been born and Curtis had 
plenty of work from Pelletier to keep 
him busy. Relying on his brother-in- 
law ’s ex tensive a rch itec tu ra l 
research and his own woodworking 
expertise, Curtis has been recreating 
.works of a bygone era.

He now fabricates new trim, which 
can be relatively plain or extremely 
ornate, from designs submitted by 
clients or duplicates existing trim at 
his Sidney Township workshop. Cur
tis finds white pine a  good wood with 
which to work and says its durability

devote more time to his fledgling 
enterprise, Curtwood Designs.

It was actually Curtis’ brother-in- 
law Phil Pelletier, a Kemptville- 
based custom home builder who con
structs new homes patterned after 
Victorian designs, who lured him into 
the business.

makes it a good choice for exterior 
use.

The gingerbread trim he produces 
can be located in a variety of spots on 
a house, from under the eaves to 
above the portal. Fancy woodwork on 
verandahs has proved particularly 
popular lately, he noted.

In principle, the process of creating 
trim hasn’t changed dramatically 
since Victorian craftsmen were busy 
producing it to meet the construction 
demands of their time. In a sense, 
Curtis faces some of the same 
obstacles that were once in their 
paths.

“Every piece is a new challenge ... 
you have to start literally from 
scratch each time.” 1 3 / 9 ^


