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History With A Mystery
by Carson Cross

The first meeting of 2000 started off with a bang, with the en
joyable and interesting presentation done by local author Wilma 
E. Alexander. It was easy to see why she has been nominated for 
and won, so many awards for her lit
erature. W ilma travels through most 
of the schools in Hastings County, 
opening the imaginations of school- 
children, with her books and fascinat
ing stories. She helps the youngsters 
understand there are many interesting 
things that have happened here in the 
past, and how proud they should be 
of their local history.

She does this with her hands on dis
play, as well as intriguing them with 
imaginative stories involving children 
of days gone by. The two questions 
asked the most by children are: 1)
“How old are you?”, to which she as
tounds them by answering, “So old, 
that when I was a little girl, there was 
no such thing as a TV !” 2) “How much 
money do you make writing”, to which she answers, “Not enough 
to quit my day jo b !” With the help of an assignment in one of her 
educator workshops, her first book, A Time To Be Brave, was 
written. She was advised to “take something that happened to 
you when you were a child, and make it a children’s story.” When 
Wilma was at SS 21 Tyendinaga School, her only way home to 
Belleville, was to flag down the train, behind the school. This 
was quite a real life ordeal for her, as she was out in the middle of
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a blustery winter’s night, listening to wolves howl in the distance. 
Once she got to the signal m an’s quarters, she was advised that 
he had to go for dinner, and as it was not a train station, she would 
have to flag down the train herself. The signal man then left, with 

instructions for her to not light the lan
tern until she heard the train, then to 
stand in the middle of the tracks, wav
ing the lantern. If she heard three whis
tles, then it meant the engineer had seen 
her, but just in case, be ready to jump! 
Needless to say, as soon as he left, the 
lantern was lit, and shortly after, amid 
the howling wind, she faced the on
slaught of a rumbling ore train. She got 
her ride to Belleville for a quarter, and 
that was the basis for her first story, 
which was made into a movie by CBC, 
in 1981. She used this experience to 
write a saga about a daughter with an 
injured father, facing these tribulations, 
in the hopes of getting him help from 
the engineers. Wilma uses an actual 
train lantern, as a prop to help bring the 

story to life for all listeners, and wonders humorously in retro
spect, at the fact that SS 21 Tyendinaga was torn down, after she 
left.

For her second book, she outlined a child’s game, and turned it 
into a story. This was based on a game of her childhood, when 
her family lived on Mount Pleasant Road, and she played on the 
wooden steps going down the hill. Hilltop Road was used to test 
new drivers for their licences. If you stalled the vehicle, you failed. 
It was also a well used hill for tobogganing. There was an old 
stone wall, and an orchard on the old John Meyers property where 
she and her friends played “Stage Coach Robber.” Many times, 
she hid toys in the stone wall, as treasures, yet they mysteriously 
were never found again. Based on this childhood memory premise, 
her second book, Old Coach Road, was bom. Through the use of 
senses; sight, smell, touch, she sparks the reader’s imagination, 
all of them triggered by an old box that Grandma had, that smelled 
like lavender. As in most o f her books, there is a pet or animal 
that plays an important role. In Old Coach Road, her beloved, 
white family cat, is an integral part o f the storyline.

Her third book, Q ueen’s Silver, is based on the Mohawk Land
ing ceremony, and the history o f the Bay of Quinte Mohawks. She 
was moved by attending one o f  these ceremonies and watching 
the Queen’s Silver being transported by canoe, being met by the 
RCMP and a minister on the shore. She wondered what would 
happen if the silver disappeared. Her goal was for children to learn 
the fascinating local history o f the Mohawks. This was accom- 
Continued on page 2.
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Writer’s work based on childhood experiences
Continued from page 1. 
plished in this book, by the main 
character reliving the past in a se
ries of dreams. Young readers can 
relate to the modem character, and 
travel with him to the past, in this 
story. Wilma’s own Labrador re
triever became a companion to one 
of the characters. The Boats Go Up 
And Down, was her next children’s 
book. This story was based on a 
photograph she saw of the 
Belleville flood of 1936, which 
showed a black dog stuck on an ice 
floe in the middle of the Moira 
River. Researching the memories 
of people who experienced it, a 
storyline was developed involving 
a mystical bracelet found in an old 
Laura Secord box, that worked as 
a time machine, to transport some 
modem children back to that time 
period. (Wilma wonders how 
Laura Secord keeps looking better 
with age?!!) Some memories 
worked into this plot, included a 
night watchman who was trapped 
by the rising waters, in the basement 
of the old Canadian Department 
Store on Front Street. In reality, 
Wilma’s father heard the watchman 
banging on the basement ceiling, 
and helped cut the floor to release 
him from his prison. She also de
scribes her memories of the old 
footbridge and jumping up and 
down on it, causing it to shake,

when crossing over from the 
Coleman Flats, to Front Street. 
The mystery gets deeper in this 
book, as her characters lose the 
bracelet, once they have travelled 
back to 1936. In the search for 
their return home, they meet a girl 
from that time period, and start to 
appreciate modem life when she 
relates the fact she has lost a quar
ter, and shows them a list of all 
of the items she was supposed to 
have bought with it. Reader re
late to the past, and almost feel 
like they are using a time machine, 
similar to the characters. The 
cover of the book is tastefully 
decorated with the tower of 
Belleville City Hall in the back
ground, and a rowboat going 
along Coleman Street. This is 
thanks to Wilma’s insistence that 
the publisher incorporate them in 
the illustration. Her last book, Run 
For Your Life, is based on the 
Trenton Explosion of 1918, that 
is still discussed today. Wilma 
kept coming across stories from 
local people, describing the 
Thanksgiving Day explosion of 
the munitions plant, and the pink
ish haze over Trenton, caused by 
manufacturing. Although there 
were no reported casualties from 
the explosion, owing to a skeleton 
crew being on for the holidays, 
she points out that there was a flu

epidemic during that time period, 
that affected a lot of families. It 
is written in a first hand account, 
based on research done on the 
history of the event. In her story, 
a little girl is trying to save a baby 
following the explosion, and the 
reader gets to relive the turmoil 
of that time. Wilma speculated 
that possibly the reason so many 
old houses in Trenton have such 
beautiful stained glass windows, 
is because the government had a 
reimbursement program, follow
ing the event! Every pane of glass 
in Trenton was reported broken 
because of the horrendous force 
of the blast. An antique glazed 
“muff pig” is used as a prop when 
Wilma reviews this story for an 
audience. She delights in trying

to explain to children, what a muff 
was.

Wilma is currently working on a 
ghost story for children. Although 
presently stumped on the direction 
for this novel, she looks forward to 
incorporating local history into yet 
another literary work that will en
rapture the young reader. Some of 
her books have been translated into 
French and Italian; a good storyline 
and intrigue know no boundaries.

Wilma enthralled our members 
with her interesting information and 
reviews, and her donation of two of 
her books, thrilled the winners of 
this month’s door prizes! We wel
come her as a new member, to the 
Hastings County Historical Society, 
and appreciate her efforts to keep 
local history alive!

Ralph 
Bangay is 
proud to 
see the old 
steam 
engine on 
the tracks at 
Memory 
Junction in 
Brighton.
Kate Everson 
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aCounty News%
% by Gerry Boyce

More Christmas gifts - Thanks to 
Santa and his elves (including Bev), 
I’m enjoying two more books of 
local interest. Randy W illiam  
Widdis, an associate professor of 
geography at the University of 
Regina has written With Scarcely 
a Ripple: Anglo-Canadian Migra
tion into the United States and 
Western Canada 1880-1920. A 
scholarly publication from McGill- 
Queen’s University Press (ISBN 
0-7735-1845-2 paperback $27.95) 
this book has been described “ a 
landm ark study in Canadian

American relations and the min
gling of cultures in North 
America.”

To illustrate migration patterns, 
Widdis uses the Quinte area and 
follows members of five families 
over four generations. They are the 
Denyes, M orden, Laughlin, 
Hudgins and Ruttan families, some 
of whose members migrated to the 
U.S.A. and western Canada and, 
in some cases, returned to Quinte 
country.

There are descriptions of 
Belleville, with “the largest saw
mills west of Ottawa in the 1860s” 
and plans by Billa Flint to attract 
heavy industry to Belleville. In a 
letter to the Intelligencer dated 
February 6,1880, Flint wrote:
“I reference more to the necessity 

of having a Smelting Works estab
lished in Belleville ... I trust that 
the citizens of Belleville will not 
let the present favourable oppor
tunity slip by, and, Rip Van Win

kle like, go to sleep for another 
20 years, until they may wake up 
to find that the opportunity has 
passed by, and nothing is left but 
Rip’s lean half-starven dog to 
remind them of their loss... I am 
sure that Mr. Kent [the potential 
developer of the iron and glass 
works] would prefer Belleville if 
he get the encouragem ent he 
ought to have [and ] I do hope and 
trust that he will not allow King
ston, Port Hope, Toronto or any 
other place to take the lead and 
thereby deprive us of what I be

lieve is a rare chance to not only 
obtain smelting and glass works, 
but also rolling mills, steel works 
and the manufacture of heavy and 
shelf hardware, and by such 
means soon double the popula
tion of our city, and also to keep 
in the country a vast amount of 
money which has now to go 
yearly to support manufactories 
in England and the United States.” 
Unfortunately, Flint’s goal was 
not realised and the book deals 
with “how rural Quinte residents 
dealt with the declining fortunes 
of their m ajor m arket centre 
[Belleville].”
Another interesting section cov

ers relations between Belleville 
and Thurlow Township during 
the latter part of the nineteenth 
century, specifically: “What type 
of people did the declining town 
of Belleville attract from the sur
rounding countryside? and how 
did Belleville and the rural town

ship of Thurlow differ in terms 
of family structure at the end of 
the century?”
It’s truly a fascinating book, es

pecially for descendants of the 
five genealogical families. 
George Ackermann (1803-1891) 

Brave New Worlds is an excep
tional book of local interest. Pub
lished by the Confederation Cen
tre Art Gallery & Museum in 
Charlottetown, P.E.I., it’s the 
product of research by Ted Fraser 
and others. (Members will recall 
that Ted spoke to the Society in 
June 1994 about the career of 
George Ackermann, artist and 
educator.) Ackermann arrived 
with his family from England in 
1862 and (perhaps influenced by 
the writings of Susanna Moodie) 
settled in Hastings County, at 
M adoc. For several years he 
taught in Belleville. From 1862 
to 1876, he painted at least 260 
watercolours, while living in 
Madoc, Belleville and Picton. 
Most depicted wildflowers; how
ever, several were scenes. These 
include excellent coloured views 
o f the Hastings County Court 
House and Gaol (a companion 
painting to one in the Corby Li
brary), Bridgewater (Actinolite), 
and the Madoc mill and creek. 
Small black and white pictures 
show the schoolhouse at Madoc, 
Anderson’s farm at Roslin and 
Tweed. A beautiful book with ex
ceptional pictures!
Winners - A dog-powered chum 
was pictured in Outlook last 
month. Thanks to Evan Morton, 
Dr. Russell Scott, Larry McQuoid 
and others for identifying the in
vention. Russell recalled a simi
lar chum belonging to his grand
mother. Larry noted that there was 
an attached grinder for sharpen
ing tools.
There’s more - Thanks to Larry 
McQuoid for further information 
on the local link with the discov
ery of insulin (noted in Outlook 
last month in connection with the 
calendar published by the Hast
ings and Prince Edward District 
School Board) a member of the 
insulin discovery team, but team 
member Dr. Charles Herbert Best 
(1899-1978) had a local tie. He 
was a great grandson of Edward 
and Mary Ann Tweedy who set
tled in Huntingdon Township 
(Lot 9, Concession 10) in 1851. 
Some of the Tweedys changed 
the spelling o f their name to 
Twiddy and many descendants of

the Tweed/Twiddy and Best fami
lies still reside in the area. Larry 
McQuoid is proud to be related to 
Charles Best.
Unfinished business - There’s 
been no response to last month’s 
offer of a Toonie to a reader to finds 
the error in the picture on page 156 
of Charlotte Gray’s excellent book 
Sisters in the Wilderness: The Lives 
o f  Susanna Moodie and Catherine 
Parr Traill. Call me at (613)-968- 
5023 or write to 173 Bridge Street 
Ed., Belleville, Ontario, K8N1N3. 
Certainly, this book is a “must read” 
for anyone interested in local his
tory and the spiritualist movement. 
Congratulations to: - Lois Fos
ter to was recognized by The Sun
day Intelligencer in its “Quinte Per
sonalities” column. Bill Hunt pro
vided a first-class account of her 
work in preserving the area’s her
itage for almost a quarter of a cen
tury.

M arion Casson of the 
Ameliasburgh Museum and Wilma 
Donald of Cablevue 4, recognized 
in “Quinte Personalities” for her
itage-related activities.

Bangor, Wicklow & McClure 
Township on the celebration of 125 
years of incorporation and the reno
vated Municipal Office.

Bancroft for its now crest, incor
porating symbols from the former 
town and the Tow nship of 
Dungannon.
Evan Morton and the Tweed and 

Area Historical Society for encour
aging Toronto Star cartoonist Cor
rigan to pen more cartoons with 
references to Tweed. Corrigan has 
promised the Tweed Heritage Cen
tre an original.

Maria and Paul Heissler (assisted 
by Dorothy Davies-Flindall) for 
preparing a 20-page history The 
Bleasdell Boulder (Glen Miller 
Glacier Rock).

Ralph Bangay of Brighton for 
continuing efforts to restore loco
motive 2534 (former of Zwick’s 
Park, Belleville) at the Memory 
Junction railway museum; the lo
comotive (including its boiler sec- 
tion( is now back on track. 
Please see photo on page 2.

Our sympathy
The Society’s sympathy is 
extended to the family of 

Susie Pigden, Bev Boyce’s
mother, who died on January
9, 2000. Susie was a member
of our Society for more than 

40 years.

This picture is from an 1846 magazine. Do you know what it shows? 
Contact Gerry at 968-5023 or 173 Bridge Street East, Belleville, 
Ontario, K8N 1N3. There will be a draw for a small prize at our 
next meeting.



LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

The Friends of 
Glanmore National 
Historic Site are 
hosting a fund-raising 
Bridge Dessert Buffet on 
Wednesday, April 12,2000 from 
1:00 to 4:30 at the Belleville Recreation Centre. 
Diabetic selections will be available. Please 
support the efforts of the Friends!

Heritage Day(s)
Did you know that there are two 

Heritage Days and one Heritage Week 
in Ontario in the month of February? 

The Museum received a Special 
Millennium Edition Community 

Calendar from Ernie Parsons, MPP 
which informed us that Heritage Day 
was on February 15. We announced 

therefore, in the last issue of Outlook 
that we would host our annual Open 

House on that day. Subsequent 
publications received announced 

Ontario Heritage Week as running 
from February 19 to 27. With Heritage 

Canada’s Heritage Day 2000 on 
Monday, February 21. Confused? We 

were.

Many, many thanks to the Friends of Glanmore for 
their recent gift to the Museum. The Friends have 

provided funds that will allow for the research, 
documentation and recording of recent acquisitions.

The Museum received over 250 artifacts from 25 
donors in 1999. Prior to being displayed, these 

artifacts must be accessioned and catalogued, and 
this includes describing, measuring, identifying and 
numbering each artifact. Mary Jane Throop, very 

experienced in the management of museum 
collections, will undertake this essential work.

Outlook is published for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 613- 

395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the March issue is February 22,2000

Because our Open House date of 
February 15 has already been 

announced in the Intelligencer’s Date 
Book Column, we will host our Annual 
Open House on Tuesday, February 15, 

2000, 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 pm.

Susie Boyce 
c/o 173 Bridge St. E.
Belleville ON K8N 1N3 1999 EK/KM
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