
Hc«s ^ivb"

f \ \ Outlook
L  . . .  . . . .  A

N e x t  M e e t i n g Volume 2 Number 6 Issue number 145, September 1997J

Tuesday, September 16,1997
Auditorium  

Quinte Living Centre,

370 Front Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
Allan Smith

Topic:
Wings Over Deseronto 

1917-1918
Bom in Beaverton, Ontario, 

Allan Smith was educated in 
Belleville elementary schools 
and BCIVS. In 1942 he joined 
the RCAF graduating as an air
crew member (bomber); he flew 
eight missions over Germany. In 
July of 1943, on his eighth bomb
ing mission, his aircraft was shot 
down over France. He spent the 
rest of the war in various prisoner 
of war camps, including the in
famous Buchenwald. At the end 
of the war, he completed his 
schooling at Brockville. In 1948 
he went to work for the City of 
Belleville in the assessment de
partment. He later transferred to 
the Trenton Regional Assess
ment Office and remained there 
until his retirement in 1986. He 
lives with his wife and has one 
daughter and two grandchildren. 
Before his retirement A1 became 

interested in the airfields set up 
by Canada and the Royal Flying 
Corps (there was no Canadian air 
force during World War I) at 
Camps Mohawk and Rathbun. 
Allan Smith written articles for 
the Legion magazine on this sub
ject and has completed extensive 
research on these camps and their 
social impact on the area and also 
has an extensive collection of 
photos and slides.

“Messing about in boats”
Hastings County Historical 

Society vice president Bob 
Townsend introduced guest 
speaker Don Kellaway 
at the regular monthly 
m eeting on Tuesday,
May 20. His topic was 
Alexander Cuthbert.

Early written material 
on sailing history of the 
Bay o f Quinte area is 
coloured by an Ameri
can perspective in most 
instances. The dom i
nance o f Americans in 
the America’s Cup Race 
gives little recognition 
to Canadian influence.

A lexander C uthbert 
was an expert boat 
builder. He immigrated 
to the Cobourg area in 
the 1850s and built eight 
racing yachts between 
1870 and 1876.
The Annie C. was 51 

feet in length and won many 
races on the Great Lakes in
cluding the Fisher Cup. She 
was sold to a Hamilton group 
and went on to the Chicago 
Yacht Club. This prominence 
established Cuthbert as a de
signer and builder of fast sail
ing yachts.

The Cora competed in the 
America’s Cup Race in 1874 
but was defeated. The Countess 
ofDufferin was also intended 
to be a contender in 1876 but 
was sold to the Chicago Yacht 
Club in 1879. A lexander 
Cuthbert came to Belleville and 
was a hotel keeper at the old 
Exselsior House by the lower 
bridge. He built four yachts in 
Trenton.

In 1880-81, the Atalanta 
was built; she was 70 feet in 
length. This boat sailed from

This rather fuzzy photo of Atalanta, perhaps 
Alexander Cuthbert’s most famous ship, was 
taken from Belleville: Friendly City (Nick and 
Helma Mika, Mika Publishing, 1973). With 
current scanning technology it is possible to 
make out two people in the stern of the boat 
and a few of the details of the shoreline.

Wind in the Willows

Kingston to Oswego, but was 
too large for the locks on the 
Erie Canal. She had to be tilted 

at a 54 degree angle, her 
railings and ballast re
moved to get her to the 
H udson R iver; from 
there she was towed by 
a barge to the 58th Street 
dock. She spent the win
ter in New York. By 
1882, no yachts built on 
the Great Lakes were al
lowed to compete in the 
salt water race. Atalanta 
returned to the Great 
Lakes, won the Fisher 
Cup in 1884 and eventu
ally was sold to the Chi
cago Yacht Club.

A lexander C uthbert 
died intestate at age 49. 
He has received little rec
ognition as a pioneer of 
design and building of 
fine sailing yachts.

W hat’s in a name?
Many have wondered where the name “Atalanta” came from. 

Many people spell and say the word “Atlanta” leaving out the 
“A” after die “T.” The name of the schooner Atalanta probably 
comes from Greek mythology.

Atalanta was a princess famed for her swiftness in running. 
Warned against marriage by the oracle at Delphi, she neverthe
less challenged each of her suitors to a footrace. If Atalanta won, 
the suitor would forfeit his life, and if he won, she would marry 
him. None outraced her. Then Melanion (in another version, 
Hippomenes) sought the help of Aphrodite, who gave him three 
golden apples. As Melanion and Atalanta raced, Melanion dropped 
the apples one at a time, and Atalanta paused to retrieve them. 
She lost the race and married Melanion. Later they were changed 
into lions by Zeus because they made love in a grove that was 
sacred to him.

In another legend Atalanta was left by her father on a hillside 
where she was discovered by a she-bear. She was raised by the 
bear with the cubs. When she was grown she was discovered 
by a prince, Meleager. They fell in love and hunted together. 
When Meleager’s father slighted the goddess Artemis she cre- 
Continued on page 2.
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From my bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
Bowmanville, A Small Town at the Edge

written by William 
Humber, published by 
Natural Heritage Books 
132 pages, 
photographs, notes, 
bibliography, indexed 

Natural Heritage Books is 
co n tin u in g  its  ex ce llen t 
“unofficial” series of books 
about O ntario  com m uni
ties. Bowm anville fits the 
mould perfectly; i t’s near 
enough to Toronto to feel 
that c ity ’s in fluence, yet 
has retained enough of its 
sm all-tow n  am bience to 
m ake a v is it  d e lig h tfu l. 
This sm all-town feeling is 
b rough t in to  sharp focus 
upon approaching the city 
from the east on Highway 
#2 w here a very narrow , 
barrel-vaulted, stone over
pass reminds one of a time

A ta la n ta  a 
mythological 
hu n tress
Continued from page 1. 
ated a giant boar to ravage the 
countryside. The king sent 
word far and wide to the great 
heroes of the day to join in a 
great hunt for the boar. 
Meleager arrived at the hunt 
with Atalanta at his side, much 
to the dismay of his mother. 
The troop sought out the boar 
and cornered it in a bottleneck 
canyon.

The first person to draw 
blood was Atalanta but the 
beast was finally dispatched 
by Meleager. He presented the 
hide as a trophy to Atalanta. 
He proclaimed to the heroes 
he would take Atalanta as his 
wife.

When word reached his 
mother she killed her son with 
a piece of wood which held the 
secret of his life. She then 
hanged herself.

Atalanta then fled back to her 
home where she was finally 
accepted by her father.

when cars occupied the roads 
and monster trucks were un
known. The approach from the 
w est is a ca rry o v er from 
Bowm anville’s larger neigh
bours Oshaw a, W hitby and 
Ajax.

W illiam  Hum ber starts his 
book with an overview of the 
B ow m anville  area and ex
plains the reasons for its loca
tion and existence. He touches 
on the municipality’s develop
m ent w ell aw ay from  the 
lakeshore  and cred its 
B ow m anville’s 18th-century 
feel to this fact; being out of 
the m ainstream  o f trade 
(w hich was at one tim e di
rectly  tied to river and lake 
tra ffic ) w hile not in 
Bowm anville’s economic fa

vour, has certainly allowed 
the city to develop at a more 
leisurely pace, recognizing 
the importance of a healthy 
balance betw een heritage 
preservation and commerci- 
ality. That characteristic is,

however, being influenced 
unfavourably  by eastw ard 
expansion by the previously 
mentioned m unicipalities.

However, I have one huge 
prob lem  and th a t is M r. 
H um ber’s p o n tifica tin g  
about the past. I t’s as if he’s 
apo log iz ing  fo r p rev ious 
generations of Bowmanville 
residen ts for their way of 
life; he rarely gets o ff his 
lo fty  p o litica lly  co rrec t 
perch for very long in the 
first few chapters and slips

back into this apologist vein 
several times in the book. 
Mr. Humber is also a person 
who obviously delights in 
sprinkling the text with ref
erences to people (J.R .R  
T olkein , W illiam  S hake
speare?) not even remotely 
connected with Bowm an
ville’s past.

A ram bling dialogue 
loosely connecting Charles 
D arw in, Thom as Huxley 
and Edwin Lankester to the 
Spiritualist movement and 
Lankester’s later faux pas as 
the man who accepted the 
fake fossil of the Piltdown 
Man) are included in an ac
count dealing with Spiritu
alism; akin to nam e-drop
ping in conversation, these 
snippets have to do with Mr. 
Hum ber’s desire to flaunt 
his knowledge, not educat
ing the public about one of 
Ontario’s municipalities.

There follow several chap
ters which are real gems in 
this book; they brim with 
the nostalgia and the every
day trivia which have been 
the hallm ark  o f previous 
books in this collection.

Especially amusing are the 
anecdotes swirling around 
the animosity between two 
o f the city ’s V ictorian era 
p o litic ian s: C olonel
F rederick  C ubitt and 
W illiam Roaf Climie. Un
fortunately, these priceless 
exposes of Victorian life oc
cur too infrequently.

Filled with dozens of pho
tographs from much of the 
m u n ic ip a lity ’s life,
Bowmanville, A Small Town 
at the Edge is a garden of 
delights badly overgrown 
with the weeds of personal 
opinion which prolifically 
entwine themselves around 
an o therw ise  fascinating  
story. This is not a history 
book’s chore; a book about 
a municipality’s past should 
not be a soap box for the au- 
th o r’s personal feelings 
about the past, problem s 
with the present or hopes for 
the future.



W hat a summer! - After a 
cool M ay, the w eather 
warmed and we had beauti
ful sunny days and then 
some welcome rain in mid- 
August. It was a busy sum
mer on the heritage scene. 
Some highlights follow. Let 
me know (968-5023) about 
ones I ’ve missed.
Tweed - A ctivities at the 
Tweed and Area Heritage 
C entre  and M useum , in 
cluded the celebration of the 
100th anniversary  of that 
building, home to the John 
and Annie Houston family 
until 1922. Three surviving 
Houston daughters (Grace 
Porritt, Maude Rollins and 
Doris Burgoyne) cut a cer
em onial cake to mark the 
event. A lso, the H eritage 
C entre  becam e home to 
“Teddy” (now authenticated 
as one o f C anada’s f irs t 
teddy bears) and a replica of 
the Vance Sawmill.
New book - Bon Echo, The 
Denison Years, by M ary 
Savigny, is an excellent his
tory of that site and its con
nections with noted feminist 
Flora M acDonald Denison 
and her author-playw right 
son, M errill Denison. Pub
lished by Natural Heritage 
Books, i t ’s a good gift. It 
reminded Bev and me of a 
serious acciden t our son 
D uncan had on July  24, 
1974, when he lost his foot
ing on a slippery pathway at 
the top and fell part way 
down the face to a ledge. He 
had to be lowered down the 
face o f Bon Echo, taken by 
boat to the park , then 
brought to Belleville Gen
eral Hospital by ambulance, 
w here Dr. H arold 
W illiam son operated suc
cessfu lly  on his shattered 
ankle. Duncan still spends 
part o f the sum m er at 
M azinaw, but watches his 
footing. The book also re
minds me of Merrill’s letters

to me many years ago, seek
ing inform ation for a book 
and inviting us to visit him. 
I supplied  the inform ation 
but, unfortunately , did not 
find time to visit.
ACO tours - Walking tours 
of the Quinte Region Branch 
of the Architectural Conserv
ancy o f O ntario (ACO) in 
cluded Milford/Black Creek 
in Prince Edward, Glenwood 
Cemetery at Picton and Port 
Hope.
Cemetery tour - 125th An
niversary Celebrations at the 
Belleville Cemetery featured 
a guided tour by Gary Foster. 
The cem etery  rem ains a 
popular site for visitors be
cause of its monuments and 
landscaping.
Kente - The Portage Heritage 
F estiv a l at The C arry ing  
Place saw the relocation of 
the War of 1812 blockhouse 
from  the N orthum berland  
County side of the road to the 
Prince Edward County side. 
Fund raising continues to pay 
for the land.
Cenotaph - The B elleville 
C enotaph  underw ent a 
fa ce lif t, thanks to the 
Belleville Veterans’ Council 
and Campbell Monument Co. 
Ltd.
Amalgamation - Municipal 
boundaries and names con
tinue to change. E ffective  
January  1, 1998, T hurlow  
Township becomes a ward in 
the City of Belleville; Sidney, 
T ren ton , F rankford  and 
Murray become wards in the 
new city of Quinte West; Stir
ling and Rawdon Township 
join; Tweed, Hungerford and 
Elzevir and Grimsthorpe be
com e the T ow nship  o f 
Tweed; and Madoc Village 
and H ungerford  Tow nship 
becom e wards in the new 
Centre Hastings Township. 
Maps of Hastings County are 
becom ing obsolete. Expect 
changes in north  H astings 
over the next few m onths/

years.
30th Birthday - Museum 
C o rn er in The Bancroft 
Times to ld  o f the N orth 
Hastings Heritage Museum. 
A dult S u p erv iso r Jam ie 
M oorhouse and C urato r 
Rob W alker are to be con
gratulated for the columns. 
Happy 30th Birthday to the 
Museum.
Making tracks - Railway 
tracks were laid in Trenton, 
w est o f the A&P S tore, 
where a depot is to be con
structed by volunteers with 
P rin ce  E dw ard C ounty 
R ailw ay  Ltd. P residen t 
Francis Smith expects traf
fic to move over the first 
part of the line late in 1998. 
Loop - A m in e r’s loop 
p laque was unveiled  at 
M illside Park in Marmora, 
thanks to the Marmora His
torical Foundation. A re
cent addition to the Foun
d a tio n ’s museum was the 
pulpit from the First Meth
odist Church in Marmora, 
circa 1874.
Locomotive - Locomotive 
2534 has been sold by the 
City o f B elleville to Ralph 
Bangay of Brighton to be 
p laced  near the form er 
Grand Trunk/CNR station 
he is developing as a mu
seum. Trenton has donated 
its CNR caboose, a tourism 
fixture at the c ity ’s river
side park. A monument to 
com m em orate local 
railroaders is planned for 
the Belleville waterfront. 
Plotting - Anne Rowe, 
Gerald Belanger and other 
volunteers began the enor
mous task of mapping and 
cataloguing the hundreds of 
plots in the Marmora Cem
etery.
Mika tribute - A tribute to 
N ick and Helma Mika by

editor Ryan Taylor appeared 
in the June issue o f Families, 
the Ontario Genealogical So
ciety’s quarterly. Ryan noted 
their “great contribution ... to 
the historical w orld of On
tario ,” com m ented on their 
im portan t re p rin ts , and 
added, “They also published 
new books, p a r tic u la rly  
about th e ir hom e tow n, 
Belleville, and the surround
ing countryside. That small 
city is now one o f the best 
represented places in Ontario 
when it comes to local h is
tories, thanks to the efforts, 
scholarship and taste of the 
M ikas.”
Bridge out - The
B ridgew ate r b rid g e  in 
A ctino lite was to rn  down. 
A ccord ing  to The Tweed 
News, “the lovely little stone 
bridge ... used to allow pe
destrians and ca rs  to pass 
over this quaint spot along 
the Skootam atta R iver” and 
was a favourite painting site 
for artists.
Ag museum - The Hastings 
County Museum o f Agricul
tural Heritage announced its 
chosen site is at the Stirling 
Fair Grounds.
Harvestfest - S tirling H is
torical Society members plan 
a H arv estfest and G rand 
Trunk Sale for the old S tir
ling Railway station on Sat
urday, Septem ber 13, from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. T here’ll be 
d isp lay s, food , gam es, 
genealog ies, s ta tio n  tours 
and yard  sale  item s. C all 
Lewis at 395-3022 for more 
inform ation or if  you’d like 
to help.
Next month: reflections on 
our S ocie ty ’s 40 -year h is
tory; Susie Boyce arranges 
the Mika Collection; further 
though ts on B C IV S, and 
more.

The Society’s sympathy is extended 
to  the families of two former mem
bers: Helen Patterson of Belleville, 

mother of Lois Kuebler; and Wilf 
Sager of Shannonviile, Tyendinaga 

Township historian.



School Days Education 
\  Programme is backlv
I Starting September 30 visiting 

/  school children will experience " 
education the 19th century way 

in a recreated classroom. 
Teachers interested in booking 
a tour should call Christine at 

962-2329.

Your County M useum
257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario, K 8N 1P 4 (613) 962-2329

Mansard Roof 
Restoration 
Complete

Phase One of the site restoration is 
now complete. Many of you already 
know that the roof slates had come 
to the end of their lifespan after 114 
years and the whole roof system had 
deteriorated over time.
This summer, with funding from the 

Department of Canadian Heritage, the 
Ann Susanna Salaman bequest, self
generated funds from “Dinosaurs 
Downtown” and “Space Adventure,” 
the entire roof area was restored.
Glanmore was designated a National 

Historic Site in 1969 because it is an 
excellent example of a Second Em
pire home.

One of the most definitive features 
of this style of building is the man
sard roof. As a National Historic Site 
we needed to restore this key feature 
of the house to its original state and 
protect the artifacts within the mu
seum. The materials and methods 
used in restoring the roof were as 
close as possible to those used in 
1883, based on extensive professional 
research.

In addition to restoration of the roof, 
a good portion of the landscape res
toration took place this summer 
thanks to Belleville Communities in 
Bloom and the Belleville Garden 
Club.

The fountain, originally from the 
Carman house, was returned to the 
donor, the City of Belleville. The City 
found a new home for the fountain 
at the Susanna Moodie house. This 
will make way for the trees which 
were originally at the front on 
Glanmore. The landscape restoration 
should be complete within the next 
few years.

We wish to thank all of the busi
nesses, agencies, and individuals who 
have lent their support to these res
toration efforts.
For more information visit us to see 

the restoration exhibit.
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Annual 
Museum 
Auxiliary 

Book Sale
October 8, 9, 10 

at the
Bay View Mall

We are 
accepting 

donations of 
used books up 
until the time 
of the sale.

Volunteer 
Recruitment Day

Monday, September 15,1 to 3 p.m.
Anyone interested in finding out how to join  

the museum team should drop in that 
afternoon.

Staff and volunteers will be on hand to answer 
questions.

For more information call Christine at 962- 
2329.
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