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Henry Corby's first mill and distillery.

Henry Corby, Mayor - 1867-1868.

H. CORBY DISTILLERY LIMITED
Although the Corby Distillery is located several miles from the 

city, the name of the man who founded the firm will forever be linked 
with early Belleville. To his son, Henry Corby Jr., known as “Harry”, 
his native city owes a special debt of gratitude for the legacies he left 
behind.

A few years before Belleville was incorporated as a Police Vil
lage in 1836, a ship from Quebec made its way up the St. Lawrence, 
into Lake Ontario and tied up at the wooden docks flanking the mouth 
of the Moira. Among the few passengers aboard was a young English
man by the name of Henry Corby, who had just arrived in Canada, 
along with his wife, in search of adventure and opportunities. Mr. 
and Mrs. Corby were so impressed by the beauty of the river and the 
Bay of Quinte, that they remained, and let the boat sail on.

Henry Corby first opened a grocery store, and shortly after he 
started a bakery in connection with the shop. In 1838 tragedy befell 
the Corby household. His wife and their three children were drowned 
in the Bay of Quinte, when the sleigh in which they were riding broke 
through the ice. This disaster occurred just opposite a narrow tip of 
land known as Massassaga Point. He remarried and subsequently 
had four sons and seven daughters. Many years later, Henry Corby 
Jr. bought Massassaga Point, and turned it into a summer resort, 
with mineral baths, and at the time, one of the finest hotels in 
Ontario.

In 1855, Henry Corby Sr. bought a grist mill at Hayden’s 
Corners from Salyer Reed and the Honourable Robert Reed, owners 
of a large distillery in Belleville. The mill had been built in 1812.

A distillery was added to the mill, and as the business flourish
ed, Henry Corby’s reputation as a kind-hearted, generous man grew 
in the community. “Honest Henry Corby” he was called by his con
temporaries. In 1867 he was elected mayor of the city and the same 
year, he became “H. Corby, MPP”, member of the provincial parlia
ment.

In August of 1881, being ill, Henry Sr. sold his distillery to his 
son Harry. In January, 1882, Hayden’s Corners was granted a post 
office and it was renamed Corbyville in his honour.

Under the direction of Harry Corby, the distillery grew rapidly. 
He built a suite of offices and a warehouse on the main street of 
Belleville. As a citizen, he sponsored and helped to carry out almost 
every forward step the city took in his time, socially, culturally, and 
industrially.

Perhaps the best known of Corby’s generous donations to Belle
ville is the Corby Public Library on Pinnacle Street. He purchased 
the stone structure from the Merchants’ Bank of Canada, had it re
modelled as a library, and turned it over to the city. He also left a 
$20,000 fund, the income of which was to be used to purchase new 
books. There is the Corby Park on the east hill of Belleville, a small, 
quiet, tree-fringed piece of land he donated to the city. As a centen
nial project, the park was transformed into a magnificent rose garden 
in 1967.


