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ing our first black-and-white negatives in there when I leaned 

against the door and came crashing out into the classroom—

and the light! My partner dove over the negatives, but it was 

too late. We had to redo them. However, the experience must 

have clicked with something in me—after graduating from 

BCI, I majored in Film Studies at Queen's University and have 

worked in the media field ever since. 

This film was really the idea and at the instigation of John 

Lowry. We had been classmates at Harry J. Clarke school in 

grade 7 (forty-two years ago—yikes!) and then later at BCI. 

John knew about my film-making interest and experience and 

asked if I would shoot a video of the school on its last day. I 

am very glad we did! 

We were very fortunate to have Eugene Lang as our tour guide 

and host! He had been at BCI's opening in 1928 and was there 

on the last day the building was still officially a school in the 

Hastings County Board of Education. "Jeep" knew every inch 

of the school, took us in places I had never known about, and 

had no shortage of colourful stories about its history. In fact, 

some of the stories were so colourful that they ended up on the 

cutting room floor! 

When shooting this video, I used a brand-new DV camera, a 

Steadicam stabilizer and wireless mic technology—all cutting 

edge technology for the time. One funny—and a bit embarrass-

A Night to Remember 
The Historical Society’s public event held at Maranatha 

Church this past November will be remembered as an 

extraordinary evening by the hundreds of people who 

attended. By the 7:30 p.m. start time, extra seating had to 

be provided for the large meeting hall as presenter Doug 

Knutson of Windswept Productions took the podium to 

talk about and show the film he made of Belleville Colle-

giate Institute and Vocational School (BCIVS) shortly 

before its demolition in 2004. The school had become a 

lightning rod for controversy regarding its future when its 

role as the city’s educational centre for over sixty years 

ended in the spring of 1992. It had opened in the fall of 

1928.  

In the following article, Doug gives some personal back-

ground about his start in photography and about the ori-

gins of his BCIVS film. He lauds the good fortune the 

film enjoyed in having Eugene Lang as narrator and tour 

guide. The presentation included artifacts from the 

school, which were provided by Society director John 

Lowry. These included old books, team sweaters, photo-

graphs, a desk chair, trophies and a few bricks from the 

school walls. Many in the audience were former students 

and teachers including Belleville’s own Mr. History, Ger-

ry Boyce. At the film’s conclusion, Gerry provided a nos-

talgic reminiscence about his teaching days at BCI, and 

thanked Doug for his invaluable contribution to the city’s 

past. Here is Doug’s story.  

Origins of the Documentary 

Last Day of School: A Final 
Tour of BCI&VS 

                             By Doug Knutson 

 

I really got my first introduction to photography at BCI in Mr. 

Shaver's physics class. He had a tiny, temporary darkroom that 

could be folded out from the back wall into the classroom dur-

ing the photography section of the course. I remember develop-

Take out the director from Mr glover. 

John Lowry, alumni student from BCI, along with  

presenter Doug Knutson                    Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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ing —story was about the use of a wide-angle lens on this 

shoot. I noticed a Wide indication in the viewfinder and 

thought to myself, "Why, isn't that clever, the camera can 

sense that a wide-angle lens has been added." While that 

would be commonplace today, that wasn't the case in 1997. I 

had mistakenly hit a switch that put the camera into wide-

screen (16x9) mode! 

After we shot the tour with Eugene Lang, the school was open 

for public tours, and many signed a Save BCI Petition. This 

was the start of the grass-roots BCI 2000 and eventually, the 

Quinte Cultural Centre organizations. We offered our video as 

a fundraising tool, but the idea never went far. I finally edited 

a first version of Last Day of School in 2003 for the 75th Re-

union. Unfortunately, things looked grim for the building by 

that time, and in 2004, BCI was demolished. It took a long 

time for the dust to settle on this painful episode in Belleville's 

history. 

About two years ago, I was asked to show some excerpts from 

my video at a Heritage Belleville event commemorating the 

city's vanished buildings. Many in the audience were dumb-

struck when they watched the video. I thought everyone who 

wanted to had already seen the video, but apparently not! So 

last year I re-edited a new version of Last Day of School to 

debut at DocFest 2015. While the widescreen feature was 

pretty useless in 1997 and even in 2003, it finally made sense 

for the wide, high-def TVs. This DVD also has a few fixes 

and enhancements compared to the original version as well as 

a bonus feature—the last public tours. This version has also 

been up-rezzed to high definition and is available to be                                          

 

Sharon 
White  

Honoured 
The Volunteer team of the 

Community Archives and 

the Historical Society 

gathered on November 9th 

to wish Archivist Sharon 

White a happy retirement. 

Sharon was the first archi-

vist of the Community 

Archives and served 

through five years of its 

establishment at the Can-

nifton Heritage Centre 

and the development of plans for the new facility at the library 

building.                                                 Photo by Amanda Hill 

Dr. James B. Collip, Belleville’s Un-
sung Hero, Receiving Recognition 

By Richard Hughes  

Just three years ago, Dr. 

George Pearce brought 

forward to the Historical 

Society and to Heritage 

Belleville his extensive 

research into the work of 

Dr. James B. Collip and 

informed us of the amaz-

ing achievements of this 

scientist born and raised 

in Belleville. Almost eve-

ryone had to admit that 

they knew nothing of Dr. 

Collip or what he had 

done. That, indeed, was 

the problem! 

Put briefly, Bert Collip, as 

he was always called, was a member of the team, with 

Professor John Macleod, Dr. Frederick Banting and 

Charles Best that discovered insulin for the treatment of 

diabetes in humans. This was one of the greatest medical 

discoveries ever, saving millions of lives around the 

world. Dr. Collip went on to other major scientific 

achievements at the University of Alberta, McGill Uni-

versity and the University of Western Ontario. He has 

been described as Canada’s most distinguished medical 

scientist of the twentieth century. He shared the financial 

award of the Nobel Prize and received major awards 

from leading universities across the Western world. But 

he was a modest man devoted to his scientific research, 

and he did not seek public acclaim. As a result, he was 

almost unknown to the public. 

To bring deserved recognition to Dr. Collip in his 

hometown, the Historical Society, Heritage Belleville, 

the Hastings & Prince Edward Branch of the Canadian 

Diabetes Association and Dr. Pearce swung into action, 

forming the Dr. James B. Collip Recognition Commit-

tee. As a first step, in 2012, the City of Belleville, recog-

nizing Dr. Collip’s birthday, declared November 20 of 

each year to be Dr. Collip Day in Belleville, and a big 

celebration was held on the steps of City Hall. The fol-

lowing year a major project was undertaken, with appli-

cation being made to the Ontario Heritage Foundation to 

have a memorial plaque erected to honour Dr. Collip. 

The application was enthusiastically accepted; a fund-

raising campaign was launched, and in 2014, a great 

celebration was held around the unveiling of the plaque 

in front of the Belleville Public Library.   

Collip as a boy with his  

parents 

streamed on Vimeo on Demand: 

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/bci 

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/bci
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For 2015, the Committee focussed its efforts on informing 

the young people of the region about the achievements of 

a boy who had helped his family with their vegetable and 

flower stand on the Belleville market and who had risen 

to such great heights. An informative eight-page booklet 

was prepared telling the story, with five copies being pro-

vided to every school in Hastings and Prince Edward 

Counties. In addition, a display at Belleville Library pro-

vided copies to the public.   

Progressively, each year, the Historical Society, working 

with others, continues to advance its key goal of promot-

ing local history and bringing the amazing stories to the 

public. One day, Dr. Collip, one of Belleville and Has-

tings County’s greatest sons, will be a household name in 

his hometown. 

 

 

Santa’s Workshop Animated  

Display, Part 2 
By Donna Fano 

In 1981, Rita and Don Foster could not continue with the 

Billy Foster Christmas display they had set up in 1959 to 

remember the death of their only child, Billy Foster, nine-

teen years of age, killed on Christmas Eve in an auto acci-

dent. The display had been set up on their small lot at 90 

Emily Street for twenty-two years at Christmas time. San-

ta’s workshop, made by Sir James Whitney School, had 

been donated in 1979 to add to their collection. When the 

Fosters’ health was failing, their close friends Bruce and 

Marjorie Nickle offered to take over. The display was set 

up on their yard at 54 Marsh Drive, Belleville. With the 

help of fellow postal workers and neighbours, the outdoor 

display became an annual event. Other decorations in-

cluded a lit nativity scene, Santa and his reindeer, Snow 

White and the Seven Dwarfs and Miss Piggy. The Christ-

mas display became a city favourite and attracted up to a 

thousand people. In 1983, a city by-law was passed turn-

ing the street into a one-way street for the time period to 

handle the traffic congestion.   

In 1993, when the 

Nickles could no 

longer continue the 

displays, the Christ-

mas display went on 

sale. Other munici-

palities were inter-

ested in purchasing 

the display, and it 

would have gone 

travelling down the 

highway to another 

location. Luckily, the Belleville Sports and Recreation 

Department stepped in and purchased the Billy Foster 

display. From 1994 to 2011, it was set up at Alemite Park 

and then moved to the new location at Jane Forrester Park 

in 2012. To think we, as citizens of Belleville, almost lost 

a vital piece of our city’s heritage! 

 

 

Donation Given for the Gerry 

Boyce Reading Room at the  

New Community Archives 
 

Belleville Mayor Taso 

Christopher discussed work 

of Historical Society with 

President Richard Hughes 

at the Bridge St. United 

Church Foundation Cele-

bration Community Service 

Fair on November 21st. The 

Society display recognized 

the donation of the Founda-

tion to furnish the Gerry 

Boyce Reading Room in the 

new  Community Archives. 

 

Belleville's Remembrance Day  

Many local students were among the hundreds of people 

attending Belleville's Remembrance Day ceremonies. 

MP Neil Ellis, local cadet corps, military from Trenton 

air base, and numerous organizations including Hastings 

County Historical Society laid wreaths at the cenotaph on 

Station Street. 
 

Santa’s Village on 54 Marsh Drive 

Photo given with permission of Bruce 

and Marjorie Nickle Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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Bishop Seeds Ltd. 
Part 1: From the humble seed a  
century of growth doth sprout! 

By Bruce Bishop & Richard Hughes 
 

Charles Edward Bishop was born in Ipswich, England, 

in 1854 to a Quaker family of brush manufacturers. As a 

teenager he entered the family business, but he stayed 

only a short time before being apprenticed to a large 

seed company. This was an age when not only farmers 

planted food and forage crops but urban dwellers grew 

great quantities of vegetables for their own tables. After 

learning the business of seed production and trade, it is 

understood that Bishop emigrated in the mid-1880s with 

the blessing of his employer to develop markets in the 

New World both for sales here and to ship peas and 

beans as well as barley for brewing back to the old coun-

try.   

Not taking a direct route, Charles Bishop first set foot on 

American soil in Texas where he spent a few years as a 

cowboy tending cattle in the great plains on a large 

ranch. He took part in a cattle drive across the western 

states, through Wyoming and Montana, eventually land-

ing in Regina. With these romantic cowboy days behind 

him, Charles came east on the newly built railway and 

arrived in the Quinte area sometime before 1887. 

Trading in his saddle and 

spurs for more domestic 

pursuits, Charles purchased 

land and a home on Yeo-

mans Street in Belleville, 

later moving to 169 West 

Moira Street, beside the 

Marchmont Home. Here he 

kept a large orchard and a 

barn full of cows, pigs, 

horses and chickens. In 

1887, he married Kate Ri-

ley of Portsmouth, began a 

family and returned to his 

chosen career, establishing 

a farm supply business. In 

the rapidly growing com-

munity, Charles Bishop 

became successful in the contract production of seed for 

domestic sale and for export. Thus, he launched Chas. E. 

Bishop & Son in 1890 which spread from modest begin-

nings to become, over the next one hundred years, a ma-

jor supplier across Eastern Canada under the leadership 

of four generations of the Bishop family.  

In the early years, Charles was a commissioned buyer of 

grain used for malting in beer production and exported to 

the USA. He carried on this trade at the government dock 

(now Meyers Pier) where long lines of horse-drawn wag-

ons would be unloaded onto schooners.  Ultimately, Prohi-

bition in the USA completely killed this trade, and local 

farmers as well as Charles’s business shifted successfully 

to red clover production used as a hay crop in Canada and 

for export to Europe. Bishop Seeds was first located on 

Bridge Street East, moving later to McAnnany Street in 

the market and later to 172 Front Street across from city 

hall, telephone number 283.  

The central feature of the store was a large wood stove. 

The area around this stove became the lounge where farm-

ers going to the city market, dairy farmers dropping off 

their milk at the dairies and local businessmen gathered, 

all warming up, using the large spittoon and arguing poli-

tics with great vigour. 

In 1937, as the spring sales season approached, tragedy 

struck! As the Moira River broke up, ice blocks as big as 

cars raced down the swollen river and were jammed at the 

CPR bridge, causing the frigid waters to back up and spill 

over  the  banks.  Ice  floated  on  Front  Street,  boats  and  

trucks were pressed into service to help merchants save 

their inventories. At Bishop’s, a team of men carried great 

150-pound cotton bags of seed to boats and trucks, with 

much of the help being supplied by their main competitor, 

MacKenzie Feed. However, the flood won, and many bags 

swelled and burst with a sound like a rifle shot. As the icy 

river water flowed in the back door, another river of seeds 

ran out the doors like thick mud. Without insurance, the 

business was near disaster, but this was averted when the 

big seed suppliers replaced the lost stock on the terms 

“whenever you can,” and within three years, all was back 

in order and all bills paid.  

Perhaps influenced by his days on the Texas plains, 

Charles Bishop loved the outdoors and was a keen fly-

fisherman, outdoorsman and conservationist. Business 

trips to visit seed growing fields invariably included time 

at his favourite trout streams. At the same time, the busi-

Charles E. Bishop 

Bishop Seeds Store 
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The 2015 year-end celebration to honour the Archives 

Volunteers was well attended, with most of the volunteers 

from the Archives and Historical Society Board of Direc-

tors there as well as a few other honoured guests and part-

ners. Many thanks to all who contributed their time and 

talents to support the work of the Archives in 2015. Spe-

cial thanks to Lois Foster for hosting the annual get-

together, to the Historical Society and its Board of Direc-

tors for all their tremendous support, and to the many oth-

ers who have assisted with special projects and events.  

 

ness grew rapidly in the Quinte area and began to spread 

across the region.  During this period, the next generation 

came into the business as Charles Edward’s son, also 

named Charles, took over.  Some years later, Charles F. 

Bishop’s sons, Bill and Bruce, entered the business. Bill 

graduated from Kemptville Agricultural School, fol-

lowed by five years in the navy during the Second World 

War while younger son, Bruce, started working at age 

fifteen on a special wartime early-work permit. Under the 

second and third generations, business boomed in several 

directions, extending across Eastern Canada. Ultimately 

the fourth generation took over, but that is another story 

for Part 2, coming next month.  

 

 
 

Tweed Heritage Centre  
One of the volunteers, Martin Vermeer, had a Remembrance 

Day exhibit of some of the Centre's WW I and II photos, docu-

ments and artifacts. The Centre has an amazing collection of 

all kinds of history.                                 Photo by Bill Kennedy 

  

 

ON THE HOME FRONT 

Excerpts from The Intelligencer, December 1915 

By Laurel Bishop 

December 3: “Magistrate Masson, this morning in Belle-

ville Police Court, fined each of the British enthusiasts 

who were charged with destroying Dr. Kimmel’s sign-

board, five dollars to cover the expenses of the court, and 

to provide a new sign. Total, $13. The defendants pleaded 

that they saw what they took to be an Iron Cross plainly 

printed on this board; this coupled with the fact that the 

doctor’s name sounds German, proved too great a shock 

for the patriotic young men. …  Dr. Kimmel stated that 

the cross, instead of being the symbol of Teutonic brav-

ery, was a Maltese cross, and in fact, was not placed there 

at his directions at all, but just put on as a decoration by 

the painter, Mr. McKenna.” 

December 4: “That the 80th Battalion is a body of men of 

varied talents, was demonstrated last night at Griffin’s 

Opera House, when officers and men gave an ‘Original 

Vaudeville.’ …  Several pleasing choruses were rendered 

by the soldiers, some of whom have good voices. The 

most interesting one was the National Chorus, in which 

British, French and Russian platoons sang the National 

Anthem and songs of their respective countries in their 

own language. Private Burlette, a Frenchman, gave a sen-

sational performance on the tight wire, walking from the 

stage to the gallery and back, his daring feat being 

watched with thrilling interest. …  During the evening the 

80th Overseas band played some excellent selections, add-

ing considerably to the pleasure of the audience, and dur-

ing the interval two capital reels of comedy films were 

shown.” 

December 16: “That the members of the 80th Battalion are 

thoroughly popular with the Belleville citizens was indi-

cated by the very representative meeting called by the 

Khaki Club and the Military Y.M.C.A. to arrange for 

Christmas dinners for the men who will be spending 

Christmas in barracks. Every church in the city was repre-

sented by two or more ladies and a committee was con-Photo by Donna Fano and Sharon White 

Holiday Celebration of Volunteers 
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tangibly, every lady who deferred her own Christmas din-

ner to come down and help was the recipient of a sterling 

silver 80th Battalion badge. …  It was a day to be remem-

bered. It may be, though we hope not, the last Christmas 

dinner for some of the boys and it must be gratifying to 

everyone who helped to have had a part.”  

   

Historical Society Announces 

Annual Bus Tour Details 
By Mary-Lynne Morgan  

Tales from the Hastings Woods: Exploring 

Centre Hastings 

Come away on Saturday, May 28, for a day of fun and 

exploration in a luxury Franklin touring coach, and hear all 

the wacky and wonderful tales from pioneer life in the 

thriving villages of 19th and early 20th century Centre Has-

tings, as only historian Bill Hunt can relate them! He’s 

been collecting these wonderful tales for decades and can’t 

wait to share them with you! 

You’ll explore the colourful secrets of communities such 

as Thomasburg, Tweed, Actinolite, Queensboro, Madoc, 

Eldorado, Bannockburn, Malone and Deloro. You’ll learn 

Tweed’s connection to some of the most famous legal cas-

es in Canadian history and its connection to the very top 

Canadian military brass! You’ll hear how a national thea-

tre company settled in a marble church, and why Madoc 

has only one bank—TD, although it has some curious 

banking stories in its history. Learn all about the good and 

bad stories of the famed communities of Eldorado and De-

loro—many stories handed down from those who were 

there in their heyday. You’ll hear tales of characters such 

as Cariboo Cameron, and all about what Charles Kelly 

threw down an old mine shaft and why! You’ll get to take 

a closer look at places you’ve passed by without realizing 

what they used to be, and you’ll get to check out places 

you never thought of visiting! 

Your $70. ticket includes a comfortable touring coach ride, 

lots of fun, loads of new information and a delicious lunch. 

Book early as these tours always sell out fast!  

For more information go to www.hastingshistory.ca or to 

place your reservation, call Mary-Lynne Morgan, 613-961-

7091. 

Historical Society AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of the Historical Society will 

be held immediately before the Public Presentation on Jan-

uary 19th at 7:30 pm at Maranatha.  About 10 days before 

that date, the Society’s annual report, year-end financials 

and  a  revised  By-Law Number 1  will  be  posted  on  the  

vened to attend to the details and supervise the serving of 

the dinner. …  The Khaki Club readily offered to attend 

to the decorating of tables. …  Miss Campbell will super-

vise the serving and within a few minutes of volunteering 

for this work had plenty of offers of assistance. …  While 

the success of the undertaking is assured by the very ca-

pable committee selected, it will require the assistance of 

a lot of people, and the hearty co-operation of every one 

approached is solicited.” 

December 17: “A Letter from Santa Claus. Dear Editor:

—I wish you would inform the poor children of Belleville 

that I have opened my supply house at No. 304 Front St., 

where I have a letter box and would be pleased to have 

them write me. The Band Men are working for me and 

promise to have everything ready so that when I meet you 

on Christmas day I will have a present for all whose 

name, age and address is sent in to me. Santa Claus.” 

December 27: “To the members of the Fifteenth Regi-

mental Band of Belleville, is due the credit of making 

Christmas Day pleasant for the many poor children in the 

city, by providing a Christmas tree and distributing gifts. 

It was indeed a happy crowd of youngsters and their 

beaming faces and expressions of gratitude at being re-

membered was a reward for faithful work on the part of 

the promoters. At about one thirty several hundred chil-

dren had gathered at the Armouries, but owing to the in-

clement weather hundreds of others were not able to get 

there. Though the tree was a great success, all the children 

could not be reached as many names were sent in without 

street address and ages, and time would not permit the 

investigation of all cases.” 

December 27: “The provision made for the Christmas 

dinners for the soldiers at the Barracks …  has set a new 

standard for events of that kind. Not a single detail was 

overlooked. There were all sorts of things to eat: roast 

turkey, cranberry sauce, dressing, green peas, potatoes, 

carrots, then plum pudding, brown sauce and pies innu-

merable; pumpkin, mince, apple, lemon, custard, raisin 

and representatives of every other variety. No, that wasn’t 

all. Then followed, nuts, candies, oranges, apples, raisins, 

and a supply of cigarettes, the gift of a friend of the sol-

diers. Everything worked like a charm. The dinner was 

called for 11.45 A.M., and just at that moment Capt. Rus-

kon of the Salvation Army asked the blessing, and the 

finest Christmas dinner that soldiers anywhere have ever 

been served, was started. The mess room was transformed 

into a fine dining hall by the use of flags, and tastily deco-

rated tables that were a compliment to the ladies of the 

Khaki Club who undertook that important duty. The com-

mittee in charge of the serving was convened by Miss 

Campbell and were in addition to being most capable and 

pleasant, exceedingly popular. …  the ladies would have 

known their kindness was appreciated, but just to put it 
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It is Membership  
Renewal Time! 

 
 

With this month’s Outlook, for all who have not yet re-

newed your membership for 2016, you will receive your 

membership renewal form. We would appreciate your 

completing the form and mailing it back as early as possi-

ble. If you are not a member, now is the time to sign up. 

Your membership is very important to us as it shows your 

support for the work of the team of volunteers at the His-

torical Society and helps us bring you all of the programs 

and activities that we undertake during the year. The nine 

issues of Outlook you receive will be filled with great his-

torical stories, coming events and reports to both entertain 

and inform. But most of all, you are supporting the devel-

opment and promotion of the great heritage of our region, 

and for that, we say “Thank You.” 

Patronizing our Sponsors! 

Society’s website for the information of members 

(www.hastingshistory.ca).  There will also be the election 

of the Board of Directors for 2016.  As regards the re-

vised By-Law Number 1, the existing by-law which dates 

from 1970 has been revised in accordance with the provi-

sions of the new Not-for-Profit Corporations Act 2010 

(Ontario) which is anticipated to come into effect in 

2016. By-Law Number 1 sets out the rules and proce-

dures for the operation of the Society. 
 

 

Coming Events:  Winter & 

Spring 2016 

Public Presentations at Maranatha bring 

to you interesting speakers on a wide 

range of local, historical topics.   

An entertaining evening.  All are welcome. 

Tuesday, January 19, 2016:  Author and Naval Histo-

rian Roger Litwiller presents Shipbuilding at Trenton 

during World War II Join us at 7:30 p.m. at Marana-

tha, 100 College Street West, Belleville 

Tuesday, February 16, 2016:  Researcher & Society 

Director, Bill Kennedy brings The History of Cana-

da’s Red Maple Leaf Flag.  Join us at 7:30 p.m. at 

Maranatha, 100 College Street West, Belleville.   

Tuesday, March 15, 2016:  Historian and author, 

Marc Sequin tells The History of Lighthouses in Has-

tings County.  Join us at 7:30 p.m.  at Maranatha, 100 

College Street West, Belleville 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016: Hastings County Historical 

Society presents  Stories from the Archives. The Ar-

chive Volunteers will share interesting stories they 

have found during their work at the Community Ar-

chives, illustrated with pictures and documents from 

the archival collections.  Join us at 7:30 p.m. at Mara-

natha, 100 College Street West, Belleville 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016:  Teacher and author, John 

Boyko speaks on his new book,  Kennedy and the Ca-

nadians – The Crossroads.  Join us at 7:30 p.m. at Ma-

ranatha, 100 College Street West, Belleville.   

Tales from the Hastings Woods: Exploring Centre 

Hastings, Saturday, May 28, 2016. Day-long guided 

bus tour of Centre Hastings County. Cost $70. which 

includes lunch. Organized by Hastings County Histori-

cal Society. For more information, contact  Mary- 

Lynne Morgan (613-961-7091) or go to 

www.hastingshistory.ca 

Allan Kelly 

Kelly’s Pharmacy,  

411 Bridge Street East 

Every day is seniors day!   

10% off most products 

Phone 613-966-5740  

 
A FAMILY OWNED  

BUSINESS FOR  

TWO GENERATIONS  

Bruce Mackay  
MACKAY INSURANCE  

BROKERS INC.,  

211 Dundas Street East, Belleville,  

 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca
http://www.hastingshistory.ca
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Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shipbuilding at Trenton 

During World War II 

Speaker: Naval History Expert 

Roger Litwiller 
From Tugboats to Hospital Ships, Trenton was a 

key centre for shipbuilding during WWII. In the 

emergency situation, over 170 ships were built at 

two Trenton companies. Hear the amazing stories 

of the local war efforts. 
 

  Date: Tuesday, January 19, 2016 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 

to Meeting Room)  

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 

Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice President           Vern Whalen 

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Bill Hunt            Dr. Hal Wilson  

Bill Kennedy            John Lowry  

Diane Sule             Jim Kennelly 

   

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)  
Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Acting Archivist) 

 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Bill Hunt (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Bill Hunt/John Lowry 

Education   Bill Kennedy 
Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly 

HCHS Website  Cynthia & Tim Fort 

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop   (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs  Vern Whalen 
Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 

Heritage Centre Phone No.  613-962-1110 

 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in  

Cannifton. Please address mail to 154 Cannifton Rd. North, General Delivery, 

Cannifton, ON, K0K 1K0. Outlook is published eight months of the year for 
members and friends of the Society. Submissions can be sent to  

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 
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Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed in the 

Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both legal and 

moral rights to the material, and grants permission to the  

Hastings County Historical Society to use this material in print 

and/or electronically. The opinions expressed in articles submit-

ted to the Outlook are those of the author and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 

Board or its members. 

Great Winter Reading 
 

In the dark and cold winter nights, what could be better 

than a good book.  And even better would be a good 

book of local history.  This month, we suggest two 

books from our large inventory to recommend to you, 

available at the Heritage Centre, at our monthly Public 

Presentations and at our website,                                                               

 

 

Billa Flint, King of Hastings County, by Armand P. 

La Barge.  His influence covered all of Hastings Coun-

ty:  he transformed Belleville into a thriving commercial 

centre; he built the towns of Bridgewater and Flinton, 

exploiting the forests; and left a major mark on Ban-

croft.  He was a generous philanthropist and with his 

strict religious beliefs worked to improve health, educa-

tion and welfare.  150 pages, $19.00 

Belleville, A Popular History, by Gerry Boyce.  A 

treasure trove of 82 short stories of the people, places 

and events that gave the colour and buzz to early Belle-

ville.  Stories of scandals, murders, haunting and so 

much more by Hastings County’s foremost storyteller.  

250 pages $35. 
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