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April 7th saw the official opening of the Community 

Archives in its new location at 254 Pinnacle Street, 

Belleville, on the second floor of the library building. 

Around 100 people gathered in the John M. Parrott Art 

Gallery for the event, including MP for the Bay of 

Quinte (and former Mayor of the City of Belleville), 

Neil Ellis, shown here with Gerry Boyce in one of the 

Archives' vaults, surrounded by boxes of Gerry's own 

records and those of the Hastings County Historical 

Society. 

 The Community Archives Are Open! By Archivist Amanda Hill 

Neil Ellis MP with Gerry Boyce in one of the three vaults in the 

archives.                                                           Photo by Bob House 

         Mayor of the City of Belleville, Taso Christopher, kicked off   

         the formal proceedings by thanking all those involved in  

         developing the project to build a new archives, and County of 

Hastings Warden, Rick Phillips, added his thanks. Both stressed the 

significance of the cooperation involved in bringing the construction 

work to completion. MP Ellis, Councillor Garnet Thompson, Chair 

of the Belleville Public Library Board and Richard Hughes, Presi-

dent of the Hastings County Historical Society also spoke. 

Garnet Thompson, Rick Phillips and Richard Hughes    Photos by Donna 

Fano 

Retired Archivist Sharon White received a cer-

tificate of appreciation from Mayor Taso Chris-

topher, for her work for the Archives.                                     
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As part of the event, Amanda Hill announced that the new 

Archives reading room would be named the Gerry Boyce 

Reading Room, in honour of Gerry's nearly 60-year asso-

ciation with the Historical Society and its collections. The 

audience gave Gerry a standing ovation. Photo by Bob 

House 
 

Chief Privacy Officer and Archivist of Ontario John Rob-

erts addressed the room, welcoming the opening of the 

new archives and bringing some volumes of local records 

with him from the Archives of Ontario, including the sec-

ond volume of minutes from the Town of Belleville, 1860

–1870. Further local materials currently held at the Ar-

chives of Ontario will be returned to the Community Ar-

chives in the next month. 

Gerry cut the ribbon (well, the archival cotton tape), to officially open the Archives with broad smiles all round.   Photo by 

Bob House 

Cutting the Ribbon!  Photo by Donna Fano 
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An excited crowd waiting for the opening to begin               Photo by Bob House 

Mark Fluhrer, Neil Ellis and Orland trying out the movable shelves 

Photo by Bob House 

Amanda Hill giving a tour of Vault B to the guests  Photo By Donna 

Fano 

Very happy Past HCHS President Orland French 

and  President Richard Hughes Photo by Bob House 

Gerry Boyce expressing his pleasure at the open-

ing                                          Photo by Donna Fano 

Studying an early map of Belleville Photo by  

Donna Fano 



The Community Archives was made possible by the gener-

ous financial participation of the three partners: City of 

Belleville, County of Hastings and Hastings County Histori-

cal Society as well as the Parrott Foundation and the Ontar-

io Trillium Foundation. Many local businesses and organi-

zations also donated along with a large number of wonder-

ful individuals. These are honoured in the Donor’s Appreci-

ation Wall plaque recently installed in the Gerry Boyce 

Reading Room of the Archives. In addition to the gold, sil-

ver and bronze level donors, a very large number of friends 

and members of the Society contributed generously to the 

Archives project.  

 

Volunteer Appreciation Party 

Donor’s Appreciation  

Wall Plaque 

Richard and Orland unveiled the artwork that was presented to the  

Community Archives.                                     Photographs by Bill Kennedy 

The celebration of the opening of the Commu-

nity Archives continued on April 20 when the 

team of Archives and Historical Society volun-

teers gathered to mark the event.  Everyone 

agreed the decade of determined work had 

brought about a truly amazing result in the 

beautiful new facility for the whole communi-

ty.  

A mixed media collage of Belleville’s lost 

landmark—Hotel Quinte was presented to the 

Community Archives by HCHS. The artist was 

Donna Fano and photographs used in the art 

work were taken by Lindi Pierce.  Artifacts 

were collected from the hotel when it was being 

demolished and saved for the artwork that was 

put together four years later.  The artwork will 

be hung in the Archives in the near future. 

A special cake and goodies were part of the  

celebration. 
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CFB Trenton Since 1930 
Tribute Air Show to BCATP 

Plans for Expansion 
By Bill Kennedy 

 

Air shows are spectac-

ular events, and one is 

about to take off from 

an airbase near you! 

On June 25 and 26, 

CFB Trenton will host 

an aerial display of 

today’s high-tech air-

craft in commemora-

tion of the British 

Commonwealth Air 

Training Plan from 

World War II. In light 

of this, it was fitting 

that the guest speaker 

for the Historical Soci-

ety’s April public 

event was Royal Mili-

tary College graduate 

and aviation historian Major Bill March who humor-

ously regaled his audience of over one hundred with 

the base’s long history. 

Among the reasons for locating the base at Trenton 

were spacious flat land, road access and the Bay of 

Quinte from which float planes could operate. It was 

built at a cost of 1.3 million dollars and had its offi-

cial opening in 1931. The high white stone buildings 

on the south side of the highway that you will see as 

you drive by are from that time and are today desig-

nated heritage buildings, which means that they can-

not be demolished.  

During the 1930s, CFB Trenton served as a training 

centre for pilots. A wide variety of aircraft that in-

cluded Tiger Moths, Bristols, Harvards and Avro 

Ansons took to the Quinte skies, and in 1942, even 

James Cagney could be found wearing an R.C.A.F. 

uniform to promote the movie Captains of the 

Clouds in which he plays a Canadian bush pilot who 

joins the air force and, predictably for Cagney, has 

no time for authority. During World War II, 1,000 

aircrew died in training missions, while 19,000 were 

killed in action. In Bomber Command, you had one 

chance in three of surviving a tour of thirty ops. By 

the end of World War II, Canada boasted an aircrew 

of 131,000 that included over 17,000 women. Today 

it is one-tenth of that strength. Few of the thousands 

of surplus aircraft that were available for pennies af-

ter the war remain, and those that are still around are 

now too expensive for most of us to even consider 

buying.   

One of the most common aircraft at CFB Trenton, 

one that we see over our heads on a daily basis in the 

Quinte area, is the C 130 Hercules transport. The first 

four were purchased in 1964, and it is partly because 

of these aircraft that Canada became increasingly en-

gaged in humanitarian endeavors. Major March 

pointed out that 8 Wing men and women are in-

volved in this kind of work around the world and that 

in the last twenty-five years, more Canadian military 

personnel have been killed in peace-keeping missions 

than in combat. Search and rescue missions are an-

other important aspect of the base’s operations.  

Today, CFB Trenton is a training centre for the oper-

ation of transport aircraft, and plans call for doubling 

the size of the base over the next three to four years. 

More hangars are scheduled to be built, and the per-

sonnel roster will see a substantial increase.   

Ticket and parking information for the air show can 

be found online under CFB Trenton. Start time is 

10:00 a.m. both Saturday and Sunday.  

 

Major Bill March 

Courtesy of William March 
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Gerry Boyce: A Life in History 

Part 3: The Writer and His Work  

By Lindi Pierce 

In the Gerry Boyce fonds at the Community Archives of Belle-

ville and Hastings County, in a banker’s box full of history 

memorabilia, there is a poster dated May 2, 1971 announcing a 

National Book Festival at Belleville Public Library. A number 

of local history writers were scheduled to speak. Among them: 

“Gerry Boyce will discuss the advantages, problems and steps in 

writing local history. Hopefully the element of humour will be 

present as the speaker unveils suggestions for topics that should 

be researched.” 

Today, forty-five years later, still working on a book, Gerry has 

a lot to say about history writing—and the many stories still 

waiting to be told. And he still has that sense of humour. 

From the earliest days at CJBQ, when Gerry wrote and broad-

cast his local history Quintisms, to his hundreds of local history 

articles for the Belleville Intelligencer, to academic papers and 

the contribution of forwards and chapters to the books of fellow 

writers, Gerry has amassed a body of work of enduring value. 

The premier issue of the HCHS Outlook dated Feb.13, 1981 is 

an example. Gerry produced the 8½ x 14 inch typewritten news-

letter, with handwritten addenda, cut-and-paste (literally) clip 

art, cartoons and graphics, and its hand-lettered masthead with 

Gerry’s sketch of an owlish face with eyeglasses. Early issues 

contained an astonishing array of notices for upcoming events, 

book launches, speakers, LACAC activities and Intelligencer 

heritage supplements. The newsletter and the range of heritage 

activities continue today. 

Gerry Boyce’s CV lists an impressive total of twelve major writ-

ings. Many of them have become local history go-to books. 

The most well-known of Gerry Boyce’s writings is Historic 

Hastings, published in 1967 by Hastings County Council. Au-

thoritative yet entertaining, the book was the Council’s official 

Centennial project. It was written as Gerry’s personal contribu-

tion to local history. Ten thousand copies were printed and the 

book is still used in schools. “And they made money on it!”  

When asked what motivated him to volunteer, Gerry responds 

instantly: “A touch of insanity!” He explains the origins of His-

toric Hastings: “One of the objectives for the new Historical 

Society was to encourage research and publication on Hastings 

County. We had a few histories, but none was recent.” W.C. 

Mikel’s City of Belleville History was published in 1943 and 

William Canniff’s History of the Settlement of Upper Canada 

with Special Reference to the Bay Quinte [sic] in 1869. 

“Canniff’s original notes are at the Ontario Archives. His re-

search was done as he travelled by boat along the Bay of 

Quinte; he even recorded his sources.” Boyce the historian ap-

proves. 

 

The Society took charge of the project. Gerry penned the gen-

eral chapters, and sent letters to all the townships, asking for 

documents, photos, and research notes, which were copied (or 

retained with permission). Dick Lumbers, a professional pho-

tographer, made a negative and contact print of each donated 

photo. “They should be in a box at the Heritage Centre, alpha-

betically organized by township.” 

Gerry still keeps his own annotated copy. Tiny perfect notes in 

the margins meticulously identify sources. The book was print-

ed without footnotes. “It’s possible to retrace exactly where the 

information came from. I would hope that at some time some-

one would make use of this.” He pores over the book, telling 

stories about each contributor. Reverend Bowen Squire. Wom-

en’s Institute Tweedsmuir Histories. Alan Dempsey. “Alan gave 

us the first copy of the 1874 Bird’s Eye map of Belleville.” His-

torians keep track of such things.  

The book was printed by the Belleville Intelligencer’s commer-

cial printing department, set with lead type on Linotype ma-

chines. A weighty work indeed—each page of type weighed ten 

pounds! Gerry is pleased that “the Intelligencer binding job has 

held up.” The book was intended as a school text; ten thousand 

were printed. Historic Hastings was “a best-seller. Imagine that, 

a history book!” 

Historic Hastings remains the definitive local history. In 2013, 

it was reprinted with a new introduction and revised and ex-

panded index. Volume II is with the printers at this very mo-

ment. 

*** 

Mastheads for the HCHS newsletters in  February and 

March, 1981 

1986 

Volunteer 

Service 

Award 

 

Photo  

Courtesy of 

Gerry Boyce 
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In 1972, County Council released Gerry’s Hutton of Hastings: 

The Life and Letters of William Hutton, first warden of the Vic-

toria District (as Hastings County was known in the 1840s). This 

volume was another volunteer labour of love. Gerry credits mu-

seum curator Dorothy Sargent with recognizing the historic im-

portance of these letters outlining the struggles and triumphs of a 

significant early Belleville settler, and having them transcribed. 

“It’s the only time I’ve sat up all night to read a manuscript; I 

returned them to Dorothy the next day. To have access to letters 

describing what the place was like in 1834!” he marvels. 

“I always get money for Hutton of Hastings,” Gerry observes. 

He receives an annual stipend from Canada Council’s Public 

Lending Rights program, compensation for his titles held in pub-

lic libraries. “If your book is on the shelf, if they haven’t thrown 

it out,” he laughs, “a writer receives a few dollars per title sam-

pled.” 

*** 

Church histories are perennial favourites. Gerry is still receiving 

a Canada Council allowance for The St. Andrew’s Chronicles 

(1978). This book was financed by the church; copies were being 

sold until recently. “That was a somewhat different book, written 

in the first person.” The Chronicles are the 1822–1878 diary of a 

fictional Scottish Presbyterian resident of Belleville. The book 

provides a fascinating insight into the life of the early church, its 

parishioners and its town. All of the entries are based on histori-

cal sources. Gerry examined “the records of the Colonial Society 

of Glasgow” and many other sources to ensure high historical 

fidelity. 

*** 

 

 

 

Where do Gerry Boyce’s books come from? “When I see the 

need for history to be recorded, or when I find something inter-

esting,” he replies. Appropriately, Eldorado: Ontario’s First 

Gold Rush (1992) arose when Gerry “struck gold”: a collection 

of survey maps, 11 x 14 inch photographs and negatives at the 

Geological Survey of Canada offices in Ottawa. Gerry purchased 

copies for the Society, and wrote the book, because “writing 

about the gold rush was very limited.” He also found gold rush 

references in an 1867 journal penned by Prince Edward County 

prospector Thomas Nightingale.  

Another lucky discovery yielded The Covered Bridge at Trenton 

(1980). Gerry uncovered a series of drawings and photos of the 

old bridge in the card catalogue in the Federal archives. Sketches 

by William Denny, a soldier posted to Kingston in 1845, yield-

ed valuable technical information. Plans drawn by Trent Canal 

engineers in 1913, and photos from 1910 and 1920 told the 

bridge’s 80-year life story. The book was published on the oc-

casion of Trenton’s Centennial as a town. 

Belleville: A Popular History was published by Dundurn Press 

in 2008. Gerry’s friend and publisher Barry Penhale had sug-

gested a book about Gerry’s adopted home. Barry recommend-

ed the title: “he wanted something catchy.” Gerry looked for 

stories spread over the years which were “catchy, different, 

interesting.” And he succeeded. 

*** 

Conversations with Gerry are often sprinkled with “this should 

be researched” or “that would make a good book.” He is partic-

ularly interested in a series of petitions to municipal govern-

ment made during the 1850s, found in the vault at the old 

County Courthouse. Gerry catalogued them by topic; “there 

could be a good story developed about activities of municipal 

government in the 1850s.” This would make an ideal bicenten-

nial project; “it’s 200 years this year that the act proclaiming 

the town was finally worked out.” A few details had to be sort-

ed before the 1816 agreement. Early plans contained anoma-

lies; the “dividing line between east and west Belleville was 

proposed as Front Street (the concession line), not the river!” 

Another project Gerry would love to undertake is the 1860s to 

1880s diaries of police Sergeant John McCrodan; his stone 

cottage still stands on St. Paul Street in Belleville. Volume 1 is 

preserved at the local Archives. Volumes 2 and 3 remain in 

private hands. Gerry includes Sergeant McCrodan’s report of a 

quiet night in the city, despite the celebrations of July 1, 1878, 

in Belleville: Birth of a City.  

A third such “unfinished objective in life” is a reworking of the 

Hutton of Hastings story. New letters have surfaced, sent by 

the family in Ireland to their Belleville relatives. Gerry reveals 

that there are 200 pages of material to be reviewed, and a few 

more photos, which would shed additional light on the story. 

The Boyce chapter in 'Belleville: a Popular History.' Left to 

right: Tom, Duncan, Egerton, Susie, Beverley and Gerry,  

2009                                         Photo Courtesy of Gerry Boyce 

Gerry Boyce: 

Prolific  

Author   

 

Photo - Donna 

Fano  
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 On the Home Front 

Excerpts from The Intelligencer, 

June 1916  By Laurel Bishop 

June 6, 1916: “As our city did not adopt the ‘Daylight 

Saving Scheme,’ we have decided to grant our employees 

one hour extra leisure during the summer months. …  we 

will open our store at 8.30 o’clock and close at 5.30 in-

stead of opening at 8 and closing at 6. …  The Ritchie 

Company Limited.” 

June 7, 1916: “This district is again being asked for men 

for the artillery. …  Now is the time to enlist, while there 

is every opportunity for promotion to non-commissioned 

officers. The interesting nature of artillery work is too 

well known to require description. Farriers, Sergeants, 

Shoeingsmiths, Cooks, Carpenters, Saddlers and Trum-

peters are required in addition to Gunners and Drivers.” 

June 10, 1916: “The Intelligencer, in bringing the official 

moving pictures of The Imperial Government, Britain 

Prepared, to Belleville, realized the educational value to 

school children, and it is with great pleasure we announce 

that arrangements have been completed with the local 

School Boards whereby School children wishing to see 

the pictures will be excused at 3.30 P.M. on Tuesday to 

see them, if they ask their teachers. Every loyal citizen in 

Belleville owes it to himself and to his children to see 

them. The impression will be life long.” 

June 19, 1916: “Rose Day a Success. Under the auspices 

of the Red Cross Society of Belleville, Saturday last was 

Rose Day. During the day many young ladies were busily 

engaged in disposing of roses. A number of autos were 

tastefully decorated and created a most favorable impres-

sion. The proceeds of the day amounted to $735, which 

was most creditable.” 

June 19, 1916: “At the Baptist Church yesterday morn-

ing the pastor, Rev. Chas. Geo. Smith, unveiled the Roll 

of Honor of the boys who have enlisted from this church. 

The list of names were placed on a scroll and framed. The 

scroll was draped beneath a large Union Jack, and  stood 

in front of the pulpit. The names are done in script and 

the legend as follows: Lest We Forget / Roll of Honor / in 

the Great War / 1914. The scroll is the work of Mr. Or-

ville Lownsberry.” 

June 24, 1916: “In Massey Hall, Albert College, last 

evening the annual convocation took place in connection 

with the college’s commencement exercises. A large 

number of spectators were present. …  Old Albert has 

done its duty in regard to enlistment, as no less than 156 

students and ex-students are either in the firing line or 

preparing to take their part in the trenches. Seven females 

from the college are also doing their noble work at the 

front as nurses or red cross work. …  On the south side 

wall of Massey Hall hangs a large Union Jack, attached to 

which is an honor roll bearing the names of all who have 

enlisted.” 

June 24, 1916: “The Women’s Patriotic and Red Cross 

Association of the City of Belleville is not ‘weary in well 

doing.’ During the past week 16 packing cases have been 

Gerry with  

Mr. History 

Award 

2007 

Photo by Doug 

Knutson 

“Somebody could do a very nice job of taking the additional 

letters from the family and creating a postscript to the book.” 

Gerry has a special fondness for Hutton: “to have access to let-

ters describing what the place was like in 1834 … it's a real eye-

opener as to what an Irishman liked about the area, how he 

moved up, ran a large farm.” 

And then, of course, there’s Gerry’s research into the “haunted” 

houses of Belleville. Gerry’s research on twenty-five or thirty 

local buildings with paranormal connections resides in “a book 

of notes at the Archives.” The work has formed the basis for the 

popular BDIA Ghost Walks. 

*** 

“They’re making new history every day,” Gerry has been 

known to say. Acutely aware that today becomes history tomor-

row, he has always been diligent at compiling the Society’s rec-

ords, assembling photo albums and clipping files. Speaking 

notes from hundreds of talks and research notes from his book 

projects are all safe in the Gerry Boyce fonds at the Community 

Archives of Belleville and Hastings County, occupying five 

whole bays of shelving in the new vault.  

Gerry has received recognition for his contributions from many 

quarters, from community to national organizations, but he 

acknowledges that the Mr. History award presented by the 

HCHS on the occasion of its 50th anniversary was among the 

most satisfying.  

Throughout his busy professional career, Gerry Boyce has 

found time for countless heritage and community activities: 

talks, writing, teaching, and heritage events. But “the Historical 

Society was the most important single activity,” he readily as-

serts. Gerry served as president for eighteen years. He has been 

a life member since the Society’s second year, when he recog-

nized that the group could use that $35 for a storage cabinet. A 

good investment all round, as it turns out. 
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Annual Bus Tour 
Tales from the Hastings Woods... 

Exploring Centre Hastings 
Discover all the wacky and wonderful tales from pioneer 

life in 19th and early 20th century Centre Hastings 

(Thomasburg,Tweed, Actinolite, Queensboro, Hazzard's 

Corners, Madoc, Eldorado, Bannockburn, Malone and 

Deloro) as only historian Bill Hunt can relate them! 

June 4, 2016 (May 28 tickets are sold out) 

Bus departs at 8:30 am from northeast parking area of 

Bayview Mall, off Bridge Street East. 

 

Cost $70. Includes lunch and tours 

Tickets: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan 613-961-7091 

Brad Althouse                        

BMO Nesbitt Burns 

210 Front Street 

Belleville, ON,  

K8N 2Z2 

shipped abroad to help in the good work, 8 of them con-

tained socks and were sent in care of Miss Mary Plum-

mer, Shorncliffe, England, four hospital boxes were sent 

to No. 2 Stationary Hospital Boulogne and four boxes of 

field luxuries furnished by the young people of the Belle-

ville High School were sent to the boys in the trenches.” 

June 27, 1916: “Mass Meeting in the Interests of Recruit-

ing. …  Mayor Ketcheson …  stated that he felt that the 

day has about gone by when you can persuade young men 

to enlist. You can not get young men to attend meetings, 

therefore: you must get them by some means of compul-

sion. How can young men see their chums, fighting and 

dying in France and Belgium, while they stay at home? …  

The time has now arrived when we should adopt some 

form of registration or conscription.” 

June 27, 1916: “In the window of the Trenton Electric 

Company on Bridge street, Colonel Ponton has placed six 

of the actual newspaper bulletins of the great London dai-

lies, announcing to the Empire the gallant victory of the 

Canadians at Ypres on the evening of June 14th; also a 

symbolic picture of Britannia and the Lion’s Whelps with 

the motto, ‘My Splendid Ones, Well Done!’ ” 

 

 

News From Glanmore 
There are lots of things happening at Glanmore this May. 

The Friends of Glanmore will host their annual Mother’s 

Day Tea on Sunday, May 8th. Tickets are $25.00 each and 

must be reserved in advance. Call 613-962-2329 to re-

serve tickets today. The International Museums Day Open 

House will take place at Glanmore National Historic Site 

from 1 to 4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, May 18th. This is an 

excellent opportunity to see the new reproduction carpet 

in the historic house. Admission is free and complimen-

tary refreshments are provided. The Friends of Glanmore 

will hold a Plant and Bake Sale on the grounds of 

Glanmore National Historic Site, 257 Bridge Street East, 

on the morning of Saturday, May 28th. Stop by to pick up 

some perennials for the garden and some sweet treats for 

you to enjoy! Sign up to receive Glanmore’s bi-monthly 

email newsletter. Visit www.glanmore.ca/newsletter to 

subscribe.  

  

Congratulations, Amanda … 
Just as the Community Archives was in the final prepara-

tions for the move to its new home, it was officially an-

nounced that Amanda Hill has been appointed Archivist 

for the Community Archives of Belleville and Hastings 

County. Amanda brings several years of professional ex-

perience at major institutions in her native England plus 

recent work at the Deseronto Archives. The immense 

challenge of the coming months and years of organizing 

and developing the new Community Archives is in strong 

hands and the whole team of Archives Volunteers plus the 

Board of Directors of the Historical Society send to 

Amanda our heartfelt congratulations. 

 
Photo by  

Richard 

Hughes 

tel:613-962-2329
http://www.glanmore.ca/newsletter
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Member Designation 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLD FIRE—Kennedy’s Cold Front 

Speaker: Historian & Author  

John Boyko 
On his new book about JFK, Boyko says: “John F. 

Kennedy was and remains enormously popular 

among Canadians, but did he bully Canada, help 

overthrow its government, and force the country off 

a road to greater independence and national pride?” 

Listen to Boyko and hear about Kennedy’s influence 

on Canada. 

         Date: Tuesday, May 17, 2016 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 
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