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How the Hungerford  
Smallpox Epidemic of 1884 

Advanced Medicine 
By Orland French 

It is important to remember in the midst of a world-
wide pandemic that deadly diseases can be beaten. 
One of those was smallpox, a viral disease wide-

spread in 19th-century Ontario. It would flare up here 
and there, leading to concerns that it could sweep 
across the province. And now it is gone, officially 
declared by the World Health Organization to have 
been eradicated globally. 

One of the worst outbreaks in Ontario was in Hun-
gerford Township in 1884. At least 45 people died, 
although some reports put the death toll as high as 67 

 
Historical Society in Complete Shutdown 

 

In response to the unprecedented circumstances facing all of us under the COVID-19 Virus 
pandemic, the Hastings County Historical Society has undertaken a complete shutdown of all 
activities in compliance with the directives of the federal, provincial and municipal govern-
ments. 
 
Furthermore, we urge all members and friends of the Society to personally adopt the safe 
practices of self-isolation, frequent hand washing, keeping a social distance of at least six feet 
and the many other defensive actions that will keep us safe during this time. 
 
During these very grim days, filled with news of unspeakable suffering across Canada and 
around the world, along with organizations like the Historical Society, it is incumbent on 
each of us to undertake our individual responsibility, in the knowledge that, as we do our 
part, our health care institutions are working tirelessly to find treatments and to guide us safe-
ly to an end to this pandemic. 
 
Only when our government and health care leaders make it totally clear that the resumption 
of community activities is fully safe, can you be assured that the Hastings County Historical 
Society will again assume its role in serving the people of the Quinte District. 
 
                                                                                                        Richard Hughes, President 



 

cessing vaccine from inoculated calves. Large quan-
tities were sold to local health boards for preventive 
vaccination. Although largely quantities of reliable 
American sources became available, the Vaccine 
Farm continued to produce vaccine after Stewart’s 
death in 1911, until it was transferred to the Univer-
sity of Toronto in 1916.  

According to the Ontario Ministry of Health and 
Long-Term Care, WHO declared smallpox eradicat-
ed in 1980. Immunization programs in Canada have 
already been stopped in 1972 for infants, in 1977 for 
health care workers and in 1988 for Canadian forces. 
Currently there is no vaccination program for the 
general public. Some vaccine is held in reserve in 
case of a bioterrorist attack. (www.health.gov.on.ca). 

 

 
A Roundabout History of  
47 and 49 Grove Street, 

Belleville 
By Lois Foster 

To tell the story, it is necessary to go back to the 
1816 survey plan of the town plot, on Thurlow 
Township lot 4, at the mouth of the River Moira, sur-
veyed by Deputy Surveyor S. G. Wilmot. The first 
survey in 1784 used the river as the dividing line be-
tween Thurlow, lots 3 and 4. Now the dividing line 
left both sides of the river in lot 3. The only happy 
person in the little village was Thomas Coleman who 
owned most of Thurlow, lot 3. John Walden Meyers 
stated it quite clearly in his letter to the government 
in 1816. There was now no access to the river for the 
mills and businesses above the river’s bay. Fortu-
nately for the government and for Meyers, there was 
a plot of 19 acres, on the west side of the river, di-
rectly across from Meyers’ property and dam that 
had not been released for sale, and Meyers could 
purchase it. In Meyers’ will, this plot was left to the 
Bleecker side of the family. For many years this plot 
was familiarly called Bleecker’s Grove where the 
village held their Sunday School picnics and celebra-
tions. 

In 1846 the Bleecker family sold Bleecker’s Grove 
to the Rowe and Hunt families, who had it surveyed 
into streets and building lots. By this time both sides 
of the river were busy with flour mills, sawmills, 
grist mills, axe factory and foundries. Patrick 
Hughes, Belleville innkeeper, purchased lot 19 on 
the east side of Grove Street. He may have been the 
businessman who built the long two-storey stone 

(perhaps taking in a wider area). The long-term sig-
nificance of the Hungerford outbreak was the crea-
tion of a new system of public health advocacy in 
Ontario. 

When the Hungerford epidemic broke out, it was 
fought by local municipal authorities and private 
physicians. Their efforts proved futile so the newly 
created Provincial Board of Health stepped in to pre-
vent wider spread of the disease. It imposed a pro-
gram of fumigation, enforced isolation and mass vac-
cination. These measures contained the disease, 
proving the value of the application of public health 
measures applied consistently. Quality vaccine, relia-
ble suppliers and skilled vaccinators were also im-
portant. 

After the Hungerford experience, the Provincial 
Board of Health decided to form a new approach to 
public health. It created more than 400 local boards 
of health to provide faster delivery of essential medi-
cal experiences. “As a result,” says a historical 
plaque in Tweed, “Ontario earned an international 
reputation as an aggressive and innovative public 
health advocate during the mid-1880s.” 

The Hungerford Epidemic also demonstrated the 
need for a steady and reliable supply of smallpox 
vaccine. In 1885, a physician named Dr. Alexander 
Stewart established the Ontario Vaccine Farm in a 
converted barn in Palmerston, Ontario. He used gov-
ernment-approved methods for obtaining and pro-
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An Ontario Heritage plaque commemorating the Hunger-

ford Epidemic can be found outside the Tweed and Area 

Heritage Centre at 40 Victoria Street North, Tweed. For 

more details, see www.hastingshistoricalplaques.ca.  

http://www.health.gov.on.ca
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building that filled the front of lot 19, for an inn or 
boarding house. The building was mortgaged and 
sold until finally the mortgage was reassigned to the 
Hon. George Alexander of Woodstock. The 1853 
Belleville Assessment lists three families renting – 
two families on the main floor and one family in the 
second floor flat.  

By August 1861, the four common schools in town 
were filled to over capacity with students. The Trus-
tees of Belleville Schools proposed they rent the 
stone building in the Grove, and Mr. Kennedy, one of 
the tenants, could live in the school as caretaker. This 
was School no. 5. By November 1868 there were 123 
students in School no. 5 on Grove Street, and the rent 
was $80. The newspaper reports of the School Trus-
tee meetings revealed just how bad conditions were 
in the crowded schools. Schools no. 4 and no. 5 were 
not fit for human beings. In 1869 Hon. George Alex-
ander foreclosed on the mortgage and sold lot 19 
Grove Street and the building to Maria, wife of Pat-
rick O’Hara, for $700. Patrick and Maria and their 
son, Henry, lived in the school, and Patrick was the 
caretaker and also worked at his regular job as a pro-
fessional plasterer on many of the new buildings in 
town. This arrangement continued until 1873 when 

the school was closed and the trustees contracted with 
Patrick O’Hara for $225 to restore the school house 
to the way it was plus $6 for plaster repair.  

In the same year, the O’Haras purchased lots 18 and 
20 on either side of their lot 19, on the east side of 
Grove Street. On February 14, 1876, the Daily Intelli-
gencer reported in their Building Operations column: 
“In Bleecker’s Grove [lot 20, east side of Grove 
Street], Patrick O’Hara is building a 2 storey brick 
dwelling 23 x 30 with kitchen 16 x 14. Peter Carey 
mason [brick layer]; George White carpenter; Patrick 
O’Hara plasterer; M York painter. Cost $2000.” The 
O’Hara family still lived in the stone building and 
used the brick house as rental property for many 
years. 

In the 1878 Assessment – Surprise! – The O’Hara 
building on lot 19 was listed “in ruins” with the fami-
ly of three living in part of it valued at $400 with an-
other part of lot 19 valued at $300. The Fire Insur-
ance Atlas for 1878 depicts the story clearly – two 
stone houses on lot 19 with house numbers 47 and 49. 
House no. 47 is a complete two-storey stone cottage 
but no. 49 has a section, about one third of the build-
ing, marked as wood where the stone has not yet been 
added to the building. The descendants of Patrick and 
Maria and their son, Henry, owned the properties and 
lived there until the mid-1950s. 

 

Good Citizen Gone 
By Mary Tobin 

 

Tucked away in the files at the Community Archives 
of Belleville and Hastings County is an obituary that 
reads:  

Evans and Bolger map of Belleville, 1877 showing lot 19 on 
east side of Grove Street with original stone building along 
front of lot                CABHC: M440-1261 Grove Street detail 

Grove Street houses as they look today; right to left: No. 47, 

No. 49                                                          (Google Street View) 
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Good Citizen Gone 

The news of the death of the late U.E. Thompson last 
night came with a sudden and terrible shock to the 
deceased’s many friends throughout this city and dis-
trict and in his death the city loses one of her best 
and ablest men. The late Mr. Thompson was regard-
ed all his life as a man of most exemplary habits and 
a kind and courteous gentleman, and to know him 
was to respect and honor him. During his long resi-
dence here he was looked upon as an authority on 
matters of business, his careful and prudent judg-
ment upon all subjects touching the matter of careful 
management being much sought after and acted up-
on. His too close application to business no doubt 
brought on the illness to which he has fought so 
bravely but unsuccessfully, and today this city 
mourns the loss of a man who will be greatly missed. 
To his sorrowing family and relatives much sympathy 
will be extended during this their great affliction. 
(CABHC: TR 3340) 

So who was this Good Citizen U.E. Thompson? 
Uriah Elliott Thompson was born in Belleville on 
December 21st, 1842, eldest son of John Thompson 
(1807–1895) and Letitia West (1803–1871) both 
from Ireland, brother to James, Gordon and George. 
Uriah was fortunate, and married a prominent young 
lady Matilda Corby (1842–1932), daughter of Mr. 
Henry Corby and sister of Mr. Harry Corby (ex-
M.P.). Uriah and Matilda had two children; Henry 
Corby Thompson (1870–1966) and Ida Letitia 
Thompson (1875–1974). 

But this is not all there was to Uriah Thompson. In 
1866, at the age of 24, Uriah was a Lieutenant in the 
Fifteenth Regiment, Argyll Light Infantry in Prescott 
fighting in the Fenian Raids. He then went on to es-
tablish his own business in private banking, whilst 
also holding the position of ticket agent for the Grand 
Trunk and General Railway and Steamship Ticket 
Agency. Uriah also supervised branch offices of the 
Great Northwestern Telegraph Company and the Ca-
nadian Express Company. During construction of 
Bay Bridge, he was the secretary/treasurer as well as 
being one of the directors of the Hotel Quinte Com-
pany and associated with the Belleville Board of 
Trade. 

Uriah was unanimously elected President of the Vet-
erans Association, was a member of the Free Masons 
and Ancient Order of United Workmen and a mem-
ber of the board of the John Street Presbyterian 
Church.     

No wonder he was considered “one of Belleville’s 
most successful and enterprising citizens.” 

Sadly, Uriah Elliott Thompson died on the 24th of 
August 1904 at the age of 61 years after an illness 
that included suffering from carbuncles. Official 
cause of death was listed as Carcinoma of Hemepha-
gia. Uriah is buried in the Belleville Cemetery along 
with his parents, wife and children. 

The Thompson House at 128 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario, on the northwest corner of Bridge 
and William Streets was built in 1875 by John Bren-
ton, and still stands today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Thompson House on 
Bridge Street   

CABHC: Mika collec-
tion HCM00565A 
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Hastings County  
Historical Society  

23 May 2020 Bus Tour 
 

We are continuing to plan the itinerary and sell tick-

ets for our annual bus tour Treasures of Quinte 

West. We assume that the worst of the COVID-19 

outbreak will have passed by May 23. If in fact that 

is not the case, the tour will be cancelled and all 

ticket money will be refunded, or ticket purchasers 

may elect to make their ticket purchase a donation, 

in which case they will receive a tax receipt for the 

donation. 

 

Soldiers Who Served, Died, 
But Not Memorialized 

 
Across Canada cenotaphs have been erected to 
recognize and memorialize the men and women 
who served their country in the wars of the twen-
tieth century. Annually, moving ceremonies are 
held each Remembrance Day to recall their brave 
deeds and their ultimate sacrifice.   
 
Dr. Don Brearley, pursuing his passion for histor-
ical research, has found information on several 
young men, born in Belleville and Thurlow 
Township, who served in the First World War 
and in the Second World War and have not been 
memorialized on the Belleville Cenotaph. In most 
cases, these soldiers signed up at other points in 
Canada, but the fact remains that they were born 
and raised in Belleville, and their families lived 
here. The list of soldiers from the First World 
War can be seen on the website of the Communi-
ty Archives (https://firstworldwarbelleville.ca/?
p=8442). Following is the information on the sol-
diers of the Second World War: 
 
Pilot Officer Clare Pymer McWilliams was born 
in Belleville on Apr 2, 1921 son of Claude 
McWilliams and Gladys Pymer. He was raised and 
schooled in Peterborough and enlisted in Toronto on 
Mar 1, 1941. He served as a wireless operator and 
air gunner in the Royal Canadian Air Force. He was 
declared missing on Jun 1, 1944 when his RAF 117 

Squadron Dakota aircraft was shot down while on a 
supply-dropping operation over Burma, the plane 
wreckage only recently found in a remote jungle in 
India near the Burmese border. Pilot Officer Clare 
Pymer McWilliams died aged 23 years 1 month 29 
days and is commemorated on the Singapore Memori-
al to the missing in Kranj War Cemetery in Singapore. 
 
Gunner George Palmer Snider was born in Belle-
ville on Oct 3, 1919 son of Allan Snider and Violet 
Foster. He was educated locally as well as at Jarvis 
Collegiate in Toronto where he enlisted in the Royal 
Canadian Army Pay Corps on Mar 23, 1942. He 
trained in Hamilton and Orillia, transferred to the 
Royal Canadian Artillery in Aug 1943 and continued 
his training in Petawawa. Gunner George Palmer 
Snider died in Toronto on Jun 6, 1944 aged 24 years 8 
months 3 days and is interred at Riverside Cemetery 
in Cayuga, Ontario. 
 
Leading Aircraftman James Arthur Redner was 
born in Prince Edward County on Feb 19, 1919 son of 
James Redner and Jennie Rikley; the family removed 
to Belleville where they are found in the 1921 census. 
He was employed at Corbin Lock in Belleville as a 
polisher when he enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force on May 13, 1940 as a Leading Aircraftman and 
Pilot Under Training, stationed at Manning Pool and 
Montreal. James Arthur Redner U.E. developed leu-
kaemia, was discharged for medical reasons on Apr 4, 
1941 and died at Christie Hospital in Toronto on Jul 
16, 1942 aged 23 years 4 months 27 days and is in-
terred at the Belleville Cemetery. 
 
Flight Sergeant Donald Savage was born in Belle-
ville on Jul 14, 1921 son of George Savage and Eu-
phemia Finn. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air 
Force at Quebec City on Oct 18, 1940 and was sta-
tioned at Leeming, England. In Jan 1942, flying in 
poor visibility, while on an operational flight to bomb 
Hamburg, his aircraft suffered engine trouble and 
crashed only a few miles from base and burst into 
flames. Flight Sergeant Donald Savage died on Jan 
15, 1942 aged 20 years 6 months 1 day and is interred 
at Leeming Churchyard, Yorkshire, England. 
 
Sergeant David Lawrie Sword was born in Belle-
ville on Oct 20, 1912 son of David Sword and Minnie 
Burnham. He enlisted with the Royal Canadian Army 
Service Corps in Toronto on Oct 17, 1940, was sta-
tioned at Camp Borden with the mechanized work-
shop and was posted to Hong Kong in 1941. He be-
came a prisoner of war of the Japanese when the Hong 
Kong garrison surrendered on Dec 25, 1941. Staff 
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Sergeant David Lawrie Sword perished in a typhoon 
on Jan 1, 1944 aged 31 years 2 months 11 days and is 
interred at the Yokohama War Cemetery. 
 
 
 

A Wedding Like No Other! 
By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

 

A wedding with over 1,000 guests. A wedding where 
admission was charged and the place was packed. A 
wedding where the bride and groom were newcomers 
to the community, but whose guests included leading 
citizens and municipal officials. A wedding for two 
church officials, held in a church of a different de-
nomination, officiated by a minister of a different 
denomination. A wedding which was re-enacted a 
century later—it all happened in Belleville! The bride 
was Nellie Ryerson and the groom, Joe Ludgate.  

Joe had been raised in London, England, by poor, 
hard-working and hard-drinking Roman Catholic par-
ents. Early on he showed a natural talent for singing 
and entertaining in pubs. Becoming seriously de-
pressed because he could not advance a career in act-
ing and singing, he attempted suicide three times be-
fore landing in a Gospel Hall where his serious con-
version to Christianity occurred. His parents were 
devastated when he chose to go off with “the rant-
ers.” Not long after, he heard of the Salvation Army. 
He attended services, but did not enlist until he had 
immigrated to Canada in January of 1882, settling in 
London, Ontario. That is where he met Jack Addie, a 
fellow Salvationist from England. Together they held 
their first open-air meeting on the third Sunday in 
May, one of the first in Ontario. They contacted Ar-
my officials in Brooklyn, NY, who assisted them in 
establishing a corps in London. Unfortunately, very 
little is known about Nellie Ryerson, who was also 
involved in the Salvation Army at that time. She and 
Joe obviously met and fell in love, and wanted to get 
married, but where? 

On Tuesday, January 29th, 1884, at 2:45 p.m. be-
tween 900 and 1000 people flooded into Bridge 
Street Methodist Church, 80% of whom were women 
and children in their Sunday best. A judge, Chair of 
the Board of Education and a police magistrate were 
among the civic leaders attending, along with a num-
ber of officers of Salvation Army corps from other 
cities and a Salvation Army band brought from King-
ston. At 3:00 p.m. the bridegroom, Captain Joe 
Ludgate, arrived, accompanied by Rev. William 
Stacey, minister of the local Congregational Church, 
who was standing in for an ill Rev. J. B. Clarkson, 

minister of Bridge Street Methodist Church. 

Then followed a typical Salvation Army two-hour 
testimonial service, complete with confessions of 
conversions, prayers and lively brass and tambourine 
marches. Finally around 4:50 p.m., the bride, Captain 
Nellie Ryerson, dressed in her regular Salvation Ar-
my suit and bonnet, arrived on the arm of a local 
bank manager. In about half an hour the traditional 
Methodist marriage service was all over—but not the 
celebrating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Jack Addie and Captain Joe Ludgate   
(Salvation Army Heritage Centre) 

 

Captain Nellie 
Ryerson    

(Salvation  
Army Heritage 
Centre) 
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       Patronizing our Sponsors 

A horse-drawn carriage took the couple to City Hall, 
where over 500 people crowded into the building for 
the wedding banquet, catered by ladies of the com-
munity. Handbills had been circulated throughout 
town inviting everyone to the “Hallelujah Wedding” 
and also to a meeting to be held that night in Bridge 
Street Church. The excitement in the community was 
palpable. 

By 7:45 p.m. about 1200 people crowded into the 
church sanctuary for the second prayer meeting of 
the day, and the official commissioning of the Belle-
ville Corps of the Salvation Army. This commission-
ing of the Belleville Citadel was the reason why Nel-
lie Ryerson and Joe Ludgate, both Captains in the 
Salvation Army, had to be married in Bridge Street 
Church. There was no Salvation Army citadel in 
Belleville at that time. Although some services had 
taken place in the September prior, officiated by 
Captain Annie Hassen in the market square, it was 
the success of these early services that led officials to 
decide to establish a new citadel here, only the tenth 
in Canada, and to post Captain Joe Ludgate to Belle-
ville. The marriage of Joe Ludgate and Nellie 
Ryerson was the first “Hallelujah Wedding” in Cana-
da, but not the last. By the end of the 1880s there 
were 257 corps established across Canada and New-
foundland.  

The Ludgates were immediately posted to a corps in 
Syracuse, NY, where Joe was arrested for conducting 
his open-air meetings. He spent his honeymoon in 
jail, where poor conditions caused him to develop a 
fever and become very ill. The couple was then post-
ed to Yorkville in Toronto and subsequently to many 
other locations throughout Canada and the US. Joe 
advanced to the rank of Brigadier and served as a 
Chaplain in the US army.   

One hundred years later, on  February 5, 1984, the 
“Hallelujah Wedding” and commissioning of the 
Belleville Salvation Army Corps was celebrated in a 
service jointly officiated in Bridge Street Church by 
both Rev. Dr. Hal Wilson and Captain Lloyd Boone, 
accompanied by both the majestic Bridge Street or-
gan and choir and the Salvation Army Citadel band 
and choristers. To commemorate the event, the Belle-
ville Citadel presented a brass plaque to the church 
which was unveiled on the south wall of the Bridge 
Street sanctuary. To reciprocate the good will, the 
Intelligencer newspaper article reporting the centen-
nial service was accompanied by a large ad proclaim-
ing that the minister and congregation of Bridge 
Street Church were proud to have been a part of the 
Salvation Army’s first one hundred years and that 
they looked forward to working closely with the local 

corps in future. That plaque is now part of the new 
www.hastingshistoricalplaques.ca site recently devel-
oped by Orland French. The next time you are in 
Bridge Street Church, check it out. 

(With thanks for research done by Rev. Bill Lamb for 
his book Bridging the Years: A History of Bridge 
Street United/Methodist Church, Belleville 1815–
1990) 
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