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The Stoker’s Story 
By Amanda Hill, Archivist 

 

Historical research often feels like exploring a maze: 
unexpected links and connections reveal new paths to 
discover until the answer to one simple question has 
taken the curious reader on a route of entirely new 
twists and turns. This particular story started with an 
undated photograph. 

The image shows a civic welcome for the Governor 
General of Canada. According to information on the 
back of the photo, the incumbent of the post at the 
time was Victor Cavendish, the 9th Duke of Devon-
shire. He was Governor General from 1916 to 1921, 
and the photo was clearly taken in the summer 
months. The easiest way to find the date of the event 
was to look through the microfilmed pages of 

Belleville’s Weekly Ontario newspaper. I started with 
the summer of 1920 (no luck), then moved on to 
1919 and quickly found the report of the event. 
 
The initial question now had an answer: 14 June 
1919 was the day the Governor General of Canada 
visited Belleville. But according to the article, one of 
his duties on that day was to make a presentation of 
the Albert Medal for Lifesaving. This medal used to 
be awarded for “daring and heroic actions performed 
by mariners and others in danger of perishing, by 
reason of wrecks and other perils of the sea” and on 
this occasion the recipient was Mrs. Evelyn Dann, a 
mother of two who lived on Cannifton Road, Belle-
ville. So far, so intriguing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome for the Governor General, 14 June 1919  
CABHC:HC01047 (restored) 

Albert Medal for Lifesaving, 1918  

Image courtesy of the National Maritime  

Museum, Greenwich, London: MED1354 



 

bert Medal was awarded posthumously to the two 
most senior men in the boat: Acting Boatswain Al-
bert Charles Mattison and Stoker Petty Officer Ed-
mund Beard. Although Beard’s mother, Sarah, was 
still living (in England), the authorities decided to 
present his Albert Medal for Lifesaving to his sister 
Evelyn, perhaps because she was listed as Edmund’s 
next of kin in Canada.  
 
The Beard family were originally from Hammer-
smith, London, England. Edmund was born on 24 
July 1887. He joined the Royal Navy as a short-
service stoker on 18 November 1905 and served in 
the navy for five years. In his first three years of ser-
vice he was posted to the stoker training ship Acher-
on, to Pembroke II (the Royal Navy’s barracks at 
Chatham), and to HMS Sutlej. In all three postings he 
served alongside another young stoker, an Aberdoni-
an man named Alexander Dann who had enlisted 
three days before Beard. Both Beard and Dann left 
the Royal Navy in late 1910. 
 
At the time of the 2 April 1911 census of England, 
Edmund Beard was living and working as a stoker at 
the National Hospital for Paralysis in Queen Square, 
London. Four days later, Alexander Dann, his former 
shipmate, was leaving Liverpool to cross the Atlantic 
on the SS Tunisian, to join his brother in Toronto. By 
the time of the Canadian census (taken on 1 June 
1911), we find Alexander living with Alfred Dann at 
183 Royce Avenue, Toronto. This is the first link in 
an immigration chain which connects several of the 
characters in this story. 
 
In October 1911, Edmund Beard followed his friend 
across the ocean on the SS Pomeranian, also heading 
for Toronto. Then Beard’s two sisters, Evelyn and 
Clara, followed two years later on the SS Ausonia. 
Both Evelyn and Clara gave their professions as 
‘Dressmaker,’ but Evelyn’s proposed career in her 
new country would be ‘Housewife.’ Perhaps she al-
ready knew that she was crossing the sea to marry 
Alexander Dann, her brother’s former shipmate. The 
couple married at the John Street Presbyterian 
Church in Belleville in September 1914, just days 
after the outbreak of the First World War. At that 
time, Dann was working as a fireman for the Grand 
Trunk Railway. 
 
The immigration chain was to continue in 1919, 
when Sarah Beard left England to join her married 
daughter, Evelyn, in Belleville. She arrived on the SS 
Empress of France in October, a few months after the 
medal presentation, and she stayed in her daughter’s 

Evelyn Dann, it turns out, was the sister of the late 
Ernest Edmund Beard, who had been one of the crew 
of HMCS Niobe. The Niobe was in the harbour of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 6 December 1917 and was 
witness to the initial collision between the SS Imo 
and the TNT-laden ammunition ship SS Mont Blanc. 
A team of seven volunteers left the Niobe on a steam 
pinnace to offer assistance to the burning Mont 
Blanc, but the ammunition ship exploded as they ap-
proached, killing all on board the pinnace. Seven oth-
er sailors on the Niobe itself died and so did nearly 
2,000 other people within the blast radius of what 
became known as the Halifax Explosion.  

Edmund Beard was one of the team of volunteers on 
the Niobe’s pinnace. On 18 February 1919, the Al-
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HMCS Niobe, 1910-1915  

Image courtesy of the Library of Congress  

Prints and Photographs division: LOC 08665 

"Halifax thirty seconds after the explosion. R. G. S."  

 
 

CABHC: 2012-14 p.08/1 
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Olive Street home for two years. In October 1921 
she boarded the SS Melita and was on her way back 
to England, where she died in 1927. Sarah was the 
only person in this particular chain to make the re-
turn journey. I wonder whether Evelyn gave her Ed-
mund’s Albert Medal for Lifesaving as a keepsake. 
 
We will have to wait for Library and Archives Cana-
da to resume operations before we can get a copy of 
Edmund Beard’s service record and find out where 
and when he enlisted and what he was doing in his 
civilian life in Canada. All we know so far is that he 
had joined the Royal Naval Canadian Volunteer Re-
serve as sailor VR-1731 and that he was serving on 
HMCS Niobe when he died.  
 
And there is still one more connection to make, this 
time to an item in the Community Archives’ collec-
tions. Reginald Garnet Stevens, who took the strik-
ing photograph of the Halifax Explosion, had been 
serving on the Niobe from July to November 1917. 
From there he was posted to the HMCS Acadia, 
where he took this picture; a matter of seconds after 
Edmund Beard and thirteen other of his former ship-
mates had lost their lives. 
 
 

 

Deep in the  
Heart of Hastings 

 

By Orland French 
 
If you want to do a bit of time travel into the heart of 
Hastings County, fire up the Flivver and take a road 
trip on the Old Hastings Road. This was the coloni-
zation road that ran up the spine of Hastings County 
and connected the south to the north in pioneer days. 
It was part of a grid of roads built in the 1850s by the 
government of Canada West (now Ontario) to open 
up eastern Ontario to development. 
 
It's drivable, although sections of the northern stretch 
may challenge your driving skills. An easy section, 
from the road's junction with Highway 62 to Mill-
bridge, has been rebuilt and regravelled recently. 
That's a few kilometres north of Madoc. 
 
Millbridge is one of the settlement nodules along the 
road. It is sometimes described as a ghost town, but I 
was talking recently to a resident there. “I live here, 
and so does the lady across the road, and the lady 
down the road, and the lady from Toronto who is 
living in the old church,” he said. “Can't say it's a 

ghost town, really. And the lady who lives beside me 
here, she was born in the house across the road and 
one day she moved to her current house, and that's as 
far as she's gone in her lifetime.” 
 
Then if you head east of Millbridge, across Highway 
62, you'll come to Hogan's Hotel. It's a sturdy two-
storey building beside the right of way of the former 
Central Ontario Railway. The railway has long gone 
but the hotel is occupied by an elderly man with a 
storehouse full of memories. 

Further along the Hastings Road you'll come to the 
remnants of Glanmire and Murphy's Corners and 
Ormsby. The Ormsby corner, on the road to Coe Hill, 
is where you'll find a Heritage Plaque recalling the 
history of the Hastings Road. You'll also find The Old 
Hastings Mercantile and Gallery, operated by Gary 
and Lillian Pattison. Across the road is the Old Orms-
by Schoolhouse, a tea room with your host Ernie Pat-
tison, Gary's brother. Beyond Ormsby, the road mean-
ders on to its destination in Bancroft. 
 
The Hastings Road wasn't always the best of high-
ways. Real old-timers talk about having to drive cars 
up the hills in reverse, if they had gravity-feed fuel 
systems and were low on gas. Twenty years ago, I 
remember seeing logs from the original corduroy road 
showing through the gravel. It was road often de-
scribed as “oh, I wouldn't drive it this time of year,” 
no matter what time of year it was. Times are better 
now. The County has opened up its purse and laid 
down some new gravel. Pavement may be a few years 
away. 
 
As for the success of intent of the road system, here's 

Hogan’s Hotel                                        Photo by Orland French 
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Historical Society’s Fall Programs  
Cancelled Due to COVID-19 

 
In view of the current uncertainty of the future direction of the COVID-19 pandemic, and to avoid any risk to 
the well-being of our members and friends, the Board of the Historical Society has decided to cancel the fall 
program of Public Presentations at Maranatha (3rd Tuesdays September, October and November).   
 
We do have a series of excellent speakers and interesting programs in the planning stage, but they will have 
to wait until all risk is passed. We assure you, our Public Presentations will return with the same vigour and 
enjoyment as we have brought you over the past years just as soon as circumstances permit.  
 
In the meantime, please keep in contact with the Society through our website (hastingshistory.ca) and read 
the interesting stories of the historical plaques in Hastings County on our special website 
(hastingshistoricalplaques.ca). We are also very active on:  
          Facebook (@HastingsHistory); Twitter (@CountyHastings) and Instagram (@HastingsHistory).   
 
Also, our newsletter, Outlook, will continue to be published in September, October and November with the 
usual news and information plus more fascinating historical stories of our area.  

what surveyor C. F. Aylesworth said about the Hastings Road in 1925: “The Hastings Road is one long trail of 
abandoned farms, adversity, blasted hopes, broken hearts and exhausted ambition. And the mute evidence of 
all is empty dilapidated houses and barns, orchards, wells, old broken-down stone and wooden fences, root 
cellars and many other similar evidence of having given up the ghost.” 
 
Some of that mute evidence is yours to find. It'll take a few hours, if you stop and chat along the way. The re-
ward is great burgers in Bancroft. 
 
The Hastings Road is one of the features on Road Trips # 4, found on the website  

hastingshistoricalplaques.ca. 

People on  Old Hastings Road                                                                                               CABHC/Mike Burns Collection 2020-054  
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Road Trips in Hastings County Team:  J.P. Lemieux, Producer YourTV, Orland French, 
HCHS Past President and Richard Hughes, HCHS President 
 

Road Trips in Hastings 
County Bring Historical 

Plaques to Life 
By Richard Hughes 

 

An amazing series of events has led to the creation of 
major new programs bringing local history to all the 
people of this region. Going back two years, the His-
torical Society instituted a program to install thirteen 
historical plaques across Hastings County. The goal 
was to celebrate the most important events, people 
and places in the development of the region. 

This work completed, the Society decided to take 
another step and develop a special website to bring 
together information on all the historical plaques in 
Hastings County into one searchable location, and 
include additional photos and stories. Under the lead-
ership of Orland French, over 100 plaques were lo-
cated and their information brought into the new 
website (hastingshistoricalplaques.ca). 

Then came the COVID-19 pandemic, and everyone 
was self-isolating for much of the late winter. As 
spring approached, and the talk was about getting out 
of the house to breathe some fresh air and stretch our 
muscles, a further idea was hatched that would see 
people, safely and within the protocols, take road 
trips in rural Hastings County to enjoy the springtime 
but, while out and about, to stop at the historical 
plaques along the route. Sunshine and fresh air com-
bined with entertainment and learning. Now, how to 
get this idea out to the wider public? 

What better way than television, and a great partner 
was found in Cogeco cable television, YourTV. The 
program is called Road Trips in Hastings County. As 

a first step, seven videos of five minutes each were 
filmed in various parts of the County. These are 
shown on YourTV and are available on YouTube. 
They were so successful that it was decided to ex-
pand the program and film about 30 five-minute epi-
sodes and to group them into specific itineraries. For 
instance, five videos about the historical plaques in 
the Tweed area are combined in one show, as are five 
videos for the plaques in the Madoc area and the 
same for Marmora and for other areas. You can pick 
and choose which areas and topics you want to ex-
plore and time your trips accordingly. 

The result, a long list of important and entertaining 
stories about the historical development of the villag-
es of Hastings County, drawn from the historical 
plaques (hastingshistoricalplaques.ca) is now availa-
ble on YourTV and YouTube. If you have access to 
Google Earth, you can plan your trip even more accu-
rately. Each plaque page on the website pinpoints the 
site on a Google map and contains the co-ordinates 
for the location of the plaque. These films are also 
being added to the website. 

To watch the Road Trips videos, simply Google … 

YouTube YourTV Belleville. Open the website for 

this address and click on Playlists. There on the right 

side you will currently see about seven of the 5-

minute videos. More will be added in the coming 

days as the editing process is completed. Enjoy them! 

And we would be happy to have your comments and 

suggestions on these videos and other possible pro-

jects. 

Take a drive. A whole new way to experience a 
“staycation” is available through the Road Trips in 
Hastings County program. 
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Historical Society’s Board  
Extended 

 
 

Under normal circumstances, the term of office of 
the Board of Directors of the Historical Society is 
one year. The fiscal year ends at the end of Decem-
ber, and the Annual General Meeting is held in 
March, including the election of the Board members 
for the coming year.  
 
However, 2020 has not brought “normal circum-
stances,” as we are all aware. From March to the 
present time, it has not been possible to come to-
gether to hold an Annual General Meeting or elec-
tion of Board members, and the future remains un-
certain in this respect.  
 
The Board has, therefore, taken the step, on a one-
time exceptional basis, to extend its mandate for a 
second year, to March 2021. We respectfully request 
the membership to accept this decision, and we will 
be reporting fully on all activities during this two-
year period at our March 2021 AGM. 
 

Richard Hughes 
                                                            President 

 

288 William Street—The 
Davies Home 

By Lois Foster 
 

In 1990 our Building Research Committee decided 
we’d research homes in Belleville for a donation to 
the Historical Society. I was commissioned to com-
pile a history of 288 William Street for Gordon and 
Audrey Davies whom many of you would still re-
member as world-renowned potters. Their brick 
home, purchased in 1955, is at the north end of Wil-
liam Street on the west side. It was built in 1875 by 
contractor and builder George Crang. He and his 
brother James built many buildings in Belleville, and 
judging from the workmanship in this home, they 

Home on 288 William Street was originally built by George 
Crang.                                             Credit: Google Street View 

Interesting Opportunities 
Available in the Society 

 

Do you enjoy local history? Do you like being part of 
community events? And, would you like to be in-
volved with a dynamic and fun community group? 

If you nod a “yes” to these points, then we need to 
talk. The Historical Society has openings on its 
Board of Directors for two or three new people. This 
year, a couple of our long-serving members have de-
cided to move on to other challenges, thus the need 
for new people, new ideas and new energies.  

The current Board has developed and carried out a 
long list of great community programs, including the 
installation of historical plaques across Hastings 
County; Monthly Public Presentations at Maranatha 
averaging over 125 people each month; a great annu-
al banquet with nationally known guest speakers; his-
torical bus tours; a very successful monthly newslet-
ter; two major websites, one for general Society news 
and one for the historical plaques of Hastings Coun-
ty; speakers group for clubs, retirement homes, etc.; 

publishing books; and many other activities to pro-
mote the history of Hastings County. Visit our web-
site at: hastingshistory.ca and our historical plaques 
website at hastingshistoricalplaques.ca. 

An important task of the Board is to carry out these 
projects, but equally, to create new programs and 
means of celebrating our local history.  

So, if the thought of taking part in this dynamic and 
exciting organization tweaks your interests, now is 
the time for a chat! Talk to any current director of 
the Historical Society. Phone Richard Hughes at 613 
961 7772 or email the president at  

president@hastingshistory.ca  

Richard Hughes 
President 

 

mailto:president@hastingshistory.ca
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angle, and the inner and outer layers of brick are cut to 
accommodate the angles of these tie-in bonding 
bricks. It would be a most time-consuming and exact-
ing job. 
 
I thought this home would be a cinch to research, and 
I suppose it would have been if I hadn’t bothered to 
search earlier than 1875 when the house was built on 
lot 29. In previous years, there was no lot 29 listed in 
the assessment rolls. The Taylor Plan ended at lot 28. 
I started way, way back in history at 1788 when John 
Taylor acquired lot 5 in the first concession of Thur-
low Township and sold the north half of the lot to 
John Walden Meyers. The Teal Plan was surveyed for 
the Meyers’ family in 1829 and updated in 1847 with 
building lots by surveyor Michael Teal, and the Tay-
lor Plan was surveyed for the Taylors in 1840.  
 

Everything seemed to go along merrily whether or not 
the owners knew their plans did not abut, being just 

were extremely good builders.  
 
George Crang sold the new brick house to Jane Anne 
and John Grant Ross for $2500. John Grant Ross was 
born in Belleville in 1814, and lived in Belleville all 
his life. Jane Anne Thompson, his wife, was from 
Newburgh. He ran a flour and feed store according to 
the 1860 Hastings directory. By 1871 he was a tan-
ner in his father’s business near the north end of 
Church Street. When they purchased this home they 
lived in it and kept boarders, young men, mostly 
store clerks. The Ross family owned the home until 
1897. 
 
The west wall, or back wall, shows an interesting 
peculiarity of Crang-built houses in the area: a brick 
parapet gable wall with brick corbelled ends. The 
one-storey frame addition was Audrey and Gordon’s 
pottery studio. The same brick gable feature appears 
on the house to the south and the house behind on 
George Street, all built about the same time on Crang 
property. By the mid-nineteenth century, for all brick 
buildings the most successful alternative to the earli-
er foot-thick wall was the hollow wall. Such walls 
offered more insulation, required much less brick 
and mortar than the heavy walls and prevented 
dampness on the inside. In this type of construction 
there are two single brick walls separated by a four-
inch space and bonded with brick. On the outside of 
the building you would see five rows of stretcher 
bond and then a row of headers (as a bonding row). 
This is called common bond.  

 
George Crang built the 288 William Street home 
with the two thicknesses of brick with the air space 
between, and after every fifth row of bricks in the 
wall is a tie-in or bonding row, but it doesn’t show 
on the outside wall! These tie-in bricks are set at an 

Hollow wall brick construction           Drawing by Lois Foster 

Carre’s Plan 1892 of the city of Belleville, sheet 1        CABHC                                                                                                                                                 
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orchard and woods. Then came the railway in 1856 
giving a great boost to the economy of Belleville. 
Land so close to town was valuable. The Crang 
brothers, contractors and builders, negotiated in 1857 
to buy building lots between George and William 
Streets in the area where the two plans, on paper, 
abutted, being the line between Mrs. Meyers’ proper-
ty and northerly lot number 28, the property of Mrs. 
Tompkins, nee Taylor.  
 
The plan of the Town of Belleville surveyed in 1869 
and registered in 1870 by John J. Haslett shows how 
the lots were laid out in the strip of land between the 
Teal and Taylor Plans, being lots 29 and 30.  
 
I have chosen to use a section of surveyor Carre’s 
Plan of the city in 1892 because it includes the names 
of the registered plans. It would appear that Meyers 
had come into possession of the strip of lots now 
called lots 30, and the Taylors owned lots 29, al-
though I have yet to find an early transaction deeding 
these properties to either party.  
 
The Crang house at 288 William Street is the third 
house that the Crang Brothers built on their proper-
ties, so it is not until the April 1875 Assessment that 
lot 29 is taxed, being: George Crang, unfinished 
house, freeholder, west William Street, lot 29, value 
$1200. In later years the assessor described the prop-
erty as being lot 29 and part of lot 30.  
 
In 1991 Audrey and Gordon Davies took their house 
history to the City to prove that their house should be 
designated as a property of historic or architectural 
value or interest, pursuant to the Ontario Heritage 
Act. The notices were printed in the Intelligencer in 
May and June of that year followed by the successful 
designation of the property. 
 
In January of 1991, I gave a short slide presentation 
at the General Meeting of the HCHS about the histo-
ry of 288 William Street. After my presentation, the 
following exchange took place: 
 
Question: “I’m curious, Lois, did you smash through 
Gordon’s wall to see the brick construction?” 
 
Answer: “Yes, and it didn’t go over well! Truthfully, 

Gordon told me he changed a window to a doorway 

entrance to their pottery workshop, which he had 

built. He told me about the brick construction, and I 

just drew the diagram so I could have a slide made.” 

tel:613-967-3304



