
There’s gold (a little anyway) in them thar hills ...

And Bob Ross knows where to find it
lifelong in- the ceiling, the copper in the cast iron stoves; this was in the 
prospecting electric wires and the wallboard 1830s.

Bob Ross 
took the 
members of 
the Hastings 
County His
torical Soci
ety on a field 
trip of sorts. 
He verbally 
explored the 
mineral ar
eas of Hast
ings County 
and even 
offered to 
show audi
ence mem
bers where 
the gold de
posits can 
be found.

by Lewis Zandbergen
It was drummed into us in 

grade school that Hastings 
County is situated on the Cana
dian Shield. Fool’s gold (iron 
pyrite) was eagerly sought by 
most of us during our child
hoods and I can remember my 
mother despairing of me as 1 
wore holes in my pants pockets 
with “tons” of the useless stuff. 
Who of us has not dreamed of 
locating gold as we learned of 
the “Forty-niners” in Califor
nia and the Klondikers of the 
late 1890s? Where would we be 
without those dreams and even 
more important where would 
we be without the minerals, ore 
and other “rock” taken from the 
earth—especially that Canadi
an Shield which caused us such 
discomfort in school?

Bob Ross, who spent many 
years in the halls of academe 
as a teacher before retiring in

1994, has had a 
terest in mining, 
and geology and 
his filed many of 
his own claims.
In his words of 
introduction Bill 
Hunt tapped into 
the memories of 
one of Mr. Ross’ 
former students,
Doug Knutson, 
who said, “Mr.
Ross always had 
terrific field 
trips.”

Bob Ross be
gan with a few 
rem in iscences 
about his fore
bears. His great- 
great-grandfather 
was a stone ma
son; Mr. Ross 
credits him with 
building the wall at the front 

of the Graham estate 
(Montrose) on High
way #2 just west of 
the Bay of Quinte 
Golf Course. Mr. 
Ross also remembers 
his father pointing 
out buildings his an
cestor had worked on 
in Belleville. “That 
was about 1850.1 go 
back a long way in 
Belleville.”

Bob Ross started 
his talk about min
erals of Hastings 
County at the April 
15 meeting of the 
Hastings County 
Historical Society by 
reminding us all that 
pretty well every
thing in the room we 
were sitting in came 
from the earth— 
from the tiles on the 
floor to the tiles on

on the walls, the steel chair 
frames, the bricks and mortar 
holding the building together, 
almost all of it came from the 
ground in another form.

“You name it and it’s in this 
room. Some of you are wearing 
nothing but natural gas and oil. 
Just think of all the synthetic fi
bres that we wear. I don’t know 
of anything in this room, in this 
building, that didn’t come from 
minerals.”

When the first settlers arrived 
in Hastings County, what they 
found initially was iron ore in 
the Madoc and Marmora Town
ships area. He showed a sample 
of magnetite while he linked 
to the study of geology and 
its close association with phys
ics and chemistry. (Were those 
school studies in science class 
coming back to haunt us?)

The iron ore of the immedi
ate area was used to make some 
of the early iron implements 
settlers used including the old

“We call them mines but they 
are really what we call occur
rences. They were not really 
large enough to become a steep 
rock mine like you have in Atit- 
kokan or any place like that.” 
Those mines, however, did pro
vide enough iron to make those 
vital implements settlers need
ed in the early 1800s.

Geophysics is used to find 
ore deposits these days. Using 
a magnet to demonstrate the 
workings of a magnetometer 
(used initially to find German 
U-boats during World War II), 
Mr. Ross told about modern- 
day mining practices involving 
planes which would fly back 
and forth over likely areas 
where iron ore could be locat
ed.

“About 1948 or 1949 the Ca
nadian government said: ‘There 
are a lot of old iron occurrenc
es around Madoc and Marmo
ra, the edge of the Canadian 
Continued on page 2.
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Bob Ross credited his great-grandfather with building this stone wall across the front 
of Montrose. The wall still stands in front of the regal home built by Robert Graham in 
1918.

taken from the front cover of the book Sidney: Portrait of a Township, published 1985.

Continued from page 1.
Shield, and what we’ll do is test it 

out.’ Well, the first week they were 
flying they picked up a lot of these old 
occurrences where they knew they 
were ... then right by Marmora they 
picked up a huge magnetic attraction. 
It was just immense.

“They published a map but at that 
time most people didn’t know how to 
interpret these maps. But Bethlehem 
Steel in Pennsylvania got a hold of the 
maps and went out and optioned the 
land from the farmers around Mar
mora where this anomaly was. They 
drilled through 200 feet of limestone 
and hit the grand-daddy of iron mines 
in Hastings County.”

Bethlehem Steel stripped off about 
200 feet of limestone before they hit 
the Canadian Shield. They mined that 
site from about 1952 until the 1970s. 
The pit eventually reached 600 feet 
Continued on page 3.
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Continuedfrom page 2. 
in depth and today the water in the former 
mine comes almost to the top. It comes 
up to the edge of the limestone about 150 
to 200 feet down. After the mine closed 
there was a movement by Toronto to use 
the mine as a giant dumping site. In Mar
mora, if you mentioned you were from To
ronto in those days, it would be like ad
mitting you were Saddam Hussein these 
days. Of all the iron occurrences in the 
area nothing can beat the deposit at the 
Marmora iron mine. There’s still lots of 
ore there but I think they made a mistake 
back in the 1950s; they didn’t drill enough 
before they started open pitting the opera
tion. The iron ore in that area actually dips 
right under the village of Marmora. It’s not 
a viable operation anymore.

“They could only economically remove 
ore to about 600 or 700 feet; after that they

would have had to go underground. With 
the economics of the day, it just wasn’t 
feasible.”

The water currently in the mine will like
ly never reach the top of the open pit; 
it will only come up to where the Canadi
an Shield hits the limestone. Once it reach
es the 200-foot mark the fissures in the 
limestone will allow for constant drainage. 
“That will bring the water table right up. 
I’ve spoken to people in the area and they 
say their wells have rarely been as full as 
they are now. Years ago when the mine 
was being constantly pumped out they had 
a hard time getting enough water.”

In our lifetime we won’t see iron mining 
on that scale again.

Tales of prospecting and more facts about 
mining followed. Mr. Ross touched on 
the Eldorado Gold Rush of the 1860s 
and plugged local author historian Gerry

Boyce’s book on that piece of history.
“We do have gold in Hastings County, but 

they’re very small occurrences. It might 
assay out at point two ounces of gold per 
ton of rock. But we never had the gold 
mines in Hastings County that they found 
in Timmins.”

Mr. Ross said he has found about 30 
ounces to the ton but there’s no way it 
could be mined profitably. Hastings Coun
ty’s largest gold deposit is north of Malo
ne. The inevitable question followed. “Is it 
marked in any way? Could you find it if 
you were driving by?”

Explanations of the differences between 
mining rights and surface rights, the more 
than 100-year-old talc mine just north of 
Madoc, and reminiscences closed out a de
lightful presentation.

I’m willing to bet Mr. Ross could still 
host a great field trip.

This is the Marmora Mine 
before it filled with water.

Mike Burns wins 
Carnochan Award

The late Mike Bums of Bancroft has 
been named the winner of the Carnochan 
Award by the Ontario Historical Society 
for his many years of service to the heri
tage committee. Mr. Bums, a retired post
master, died in February at age 86.

His name had been submitted for the 
award by the Hastings County Historical 
Society last fall.

Mr. Bums was bom in Vancouver but 
moved to the Bancroft as a child. He 
was very fond of Umfraville, just south 
of Bancroft on the Old Hastings Road, 
which was home to some of his family. He 
took over the Bancroft post office from 
his aunt, Alice Kavanagh, and loved to tell 
a story about how Bancroft politics con
spired to bypass bureaucracy to get a new 
post office for the town.

Over the past two years he worked close

ly with the editor and steering committee 
of a history book called North of7...  and 
Proud of It\ The book will be published in 
June of this year but Mr. Bums died just 
before the page proofs were assembled. 
He was the author of his own history book 
about Bancroft, called Old Home Week, 
published in 1961.

Mr. Bums -  Mike to everyone, although 
his real name was Alfred Frederick -  was 
a postmaster for life. He collected post
marks of North Hastings and had an origi
nal postmark from York River which be
came Bancroft in 1879. Just a few days 
before he died, he mailed out a package 
with postage which included four unused 
King George VI stamps.

The award was presented to members of 
Mr. Bums’s family at a ceremony in Wil- 
lowdale on May 4.

taken from  H is to ric  H astings  by G erry Boyce

In Memory of 
Irene Haig

Without Irene Haig the Hastings 
County Historical Society might not 
exist today.

Irene was the prime mover behind 
attempts in the mid 1950s to create an 
organization to help preserve the heri
tage of this historic county.

Irene encouraged local citizens to 
take an interest in their history through 
her “This and That” column in The 
Intel! and her daily information pro
grams on CJBQ.

Irene arranged and chaired the meet
ing in the City Hall Council Chamber 
on October 1, 1957, at which a dozen 
citizens officially organized the new 
society and elected officers.

Irene persuaded antique dealer Tom 
Wrightmeyer to take on the role of 
president for the first crucial year.

Irene helped nurture the infant soci
ety though her newspaper column by 
calling attention to the Society’s mod
est successes in the early years.

Irene remained a strong supporter of 
the Society.

Irene will be missed.
Thank you, Irene

Written on behalf of the Members
and Friends of the Hastings County 

Historical Society



ANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N 1P4 

(613) 962-2329

Celebrating 30 Years
Summer Fun at the Museum!

This summer Glanmore National Historic Site, 
257 Bridge Street East, Belleville will be host

ing a variety of activities for both the young 
and young at heart. Tour Glanmore on alternate 
Wednesdays from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. and join our 

demonstrators for some old-fashioned fun.
Regular museum admission applies.

Wednesday, July 9 
Victorian Garden Games

Wednesday, July 23 
Victorian Parlour Magic Tricks

Wednesday, August 6
Homemade Ice Cream

Wednesday, August 20 
Historic Toys and Games

Glanmore Celebrates 30th Anniversary!
Sunday, July 6, 2003, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Join in the festivities as Glanmore National 
Historic Site celebrates 30 years as a museum. 
Refreshments, entertainment and fun activities 

for the entire family will abound at this exciting 
event. In celebration of the anniversary the 

Friends of Glanmore have published a keep
sake book “Glanmore National Historic Site of 
Canada” which will be available for purchase 
for the first time at this event. This souvenir 

book contains a history of the site, museum col
lections, and spectacular photographs. A must 

have for
historical society members! Be one of the first

to obtain a copy of this special book at Glan- 
more’s 30th Anniversary Celebrations on July 6.

International Museums Day 
Open House 
May 18, 2003,

1:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Tell us your memories of 

Glanmore! Enjoy free admis
sion, tours, refreshments and 

more! Call Glanmore 
at (613) 962-2329 for more 

information.
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