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Bridging the Bay of Quinte Gap 
Part 3 

 

By Richard Hughes 
 

The story of how the residents of Belleville and 
Prince Edward County bridged the gap of the Bay of 
Quinte covers about 200 years, and parallels the de-
velopment and expansion of the two regions. In the 
1800s, as told in Part 1, a natural flow of commerce 
developed, mainly from the County farmers bringing 
their trade to the Belleville market. This exchange 
was seriously interrupted by fall and spring freeze-
ups and thaws. As populations grew and travelled, 
both for agricultural trade and for employment, pres-
sure mounted on the governments to create a more 
dependable, year-round system—a bridge.  

Towards the end of the 1800s, a combination of pri-
vate investment and municipal funding brought about 
the construction of a great steel structure, almost 
3000 feet long, with a swing portion to allow boats to 
pass.  As detailed in Part 2, the jubilation expressed 
for the new bridge was tempered by complaints about 
the excessive tolls. Time and increasing traffic also 
took their toll, and by the mid-1950s, with substan-
tially increasing and heavier traffic and the frequent 
delays when the swing bridge was opened or out of 
order, pressure mounted for another giant step for-
ward, a high-level bridge.  

Moving into the 1960s, this combination of heavier 
traffic, swing bridge delays and breakdowns had 
stretched both the users’ and politicians’ patience to 
the limits. After 90 years, it was time to move to an-
other level, both figuratively and factually. Mayor 
Harvey McFarland of Picton, supported by MPP 
Norris Whitney got the ball rolling.  

In 1967, the very long series of petitions and studies 
began, with strong local political support, but by 
1970, the conclusion of the Department of Highways 

was that the problems cited were not significant, and 
it would not call for the major expenditure on a new 
bridge. The efforts continued, with further studies 
and initial planning, back and forth between local 
politicians at every level and the provincial govern-
ment. Finally, in 1974, with 8000 vehicles a day 
crossing the aging bridge, the province announced 
that a bridge would be built.  

The first major hurdle was where to locate it. Ameli-
asburgh Township insisted that it be at the foot of the 
Wallbridge-Loyalist Road to connect the County di-
rectly with Highway 401. Belleville, not surprisingly, 
insisted on a location very near the existing bridge. 
Back to the drawing boards, further studies, addition-
al planning and in 1975, the province announced that 
the location would be near the old structure. Now for 
the fine tuning, the height, the length of the ap-
proaches, land transfers, etc.  The final decision was 
for a 75-foot height, meaning shorter approaches and 
greater convenience.  

In January 1980, one of the leading proponents of the 
bridge, MPP Norris Whitney was killed in a fire in 

The Norris Whitney Bridge under construction showing 
massive piers, giant steel beams and roadway   
CABHC flickr file  



 

of the Society in 2020 and by the Treasurer on the 
financial operations during the past year.  Compre-
hensive annual reports are available on the Society's 
website (hastingshistory.ca).  Paper copies of the re-
ports can be provided to members upon request.  

There was also an election of members of the Board 
of Directors for 2021 conducted by the Past-
president. He noted that there were 13 seats on the 
Board, according to our Constitution with three mem-
bers being ex officio, namely, Past-president Orland 
French, Heritage Advisor Gerry Boyce and Archivist 
Amanda Hill. Candidates for the 2021 Board were 
Dan Atkinson, Gary Foster, Gerry Fraiberg, Richard 
Hughes, Stanley Jones, Jim Kennelly, Gary Nicoll, 
Trevor Parsons and Steve Young. There being no 
other nominations, this slate of directors was declared 
elected.  

 
 
Last issue Outlook ran a story about Ponton Park. A 
story written by Orland French about Ponton Park 
did not appear; instead, readers got the inscription 
on the commemorative rock in the middle of the park 
on Dundas Street West. This is Mr. French’s story; 
he regrets the error. 
 

The Ponton Rock in Ponton 
Park 

 

By Orland French 
 

Visitors to Belleville sometimes remark on what ap-
pears to be a lovely green pasture on Dundas Street 
West, with a big rock in the middle of it. They don't 
understand why such a valuable piece of property, 
with its proximity to the beautiful Bay of Quinte, has-
n't been developed. 

What they're looking at is Ponton Park, the last sub-
stantial swath of green space that was once owned by 
William Hutton, a land squire of substantial means 
who obtained the land, and a lot more, in 1834. Drop 
down a few generations and you'll find the land has 
passed into the hands of Col. William Nisbet Ponton. 
He was the last descendant of Hutton. He passed on 
in 1939. His wife, Enid Ponton Zimmele, bequeathed 
Ponton Park to the City of Belleville in 1964 through 
a land transfer as part of the sale of the Ponton lands 
for development. 

As part of the deal, the land and premises seen from 
Dundas Street were “to be used as parklands and no 
buildings whatsoever are to be erected thereon.” No 
doubt there are hungry developers who would love to 

his home. Mr. Whitney had served as MPP for 20 
years and was widely admired. It was proposed and 
unanimously accepted that the new bridge would be 
named for Mr. Whitney.  

That same year, a series of mechanical problems 
with the swing portion of the old bridge brought 
greater urgency to the project. The contract was 
signed and the next month the grand sod-turning cer-
emony was held. The work began with 130,000 tons 
of rock delivered to build the northern approaches; in 
1981, the concrete work was carried out; and in 
1982, the giant steel beams were put in place. Also, a 
new navigation channel was dug, closer to the mid-
dle of the structure. 

After 90 years of service, the old bridge saw its last 
traffic and the impressive, high-level Norris Whitney 
bridge welcomed the first of its vehicle crossings in 
late 1982. Now, after almost 40 years of heavy traf-
fic, reaching 17,000 vehicles each day, the too fre-
quent and extensive repairs to the bridge have led 
authorities to undertake, once again, the process of 
study and planning with a view to creating a new 
bridge. Options under study include widening the 
existing bridge, constructing a twin bridge beside the 
existing one or installing a completely new bridge. 
Undoubtedly, the research, planning, environmental 
and engineering processes will mean that the Norris 
Whitney bridge will remain the route to the County 
for some years to come.  

Source: Bridge on the Bay of Quinte by Nick and 
Helma Mika, 1982.   

 
 

 

Historical Society Holds Its 
Annual General Meeting 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Hastings County 
Historical Society was held via Zoom on March 23.  
Being a provincially registered non-profit organiza-
tion, the Society is required to hold its AGM to re-
port to the membership on its operational and finan-
cial activities in the previous year and to elect a 
Board of Directors.  

In 2020, when the COVID-19 pandemic forced a 
shutdown of all activity in mid-March, just a week 
before the anticipated AGM, no meeting was held, 
and it was decided to extend the Board of Directors 
for an additional year.  

This year, the AGM was conducted via Zoom and 
reports were made by the President on the operations 
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erase that provision, notwithstanding the CP railway 
line that cuts off the park from the bay. All that's on 
the land is an allotment garden and the rock that 
bears a historical plaque. 

The Pontons were movers and shakers in Belleville 
Society. Enid was known as an outspoken supporter 
of public issues, showing a lively interest in the pub-
lic affairs of her adopted city. Her husband William, 
a lawyer, was well entrenched in the legal and pro-
fessional societies of Ontario. President of the On-
tario Bar Association, Grand First Principal of the 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, Grand Mas-
ter of the Grand Lodge of Canada A.F. & A.M., 
Vice-president of the Old Boys' Association of Up-
per Canada College, and so on. And on. And on. 

If you want to read more detail, plunge into the 10 
boxes of Ponton records at the Community Archives 
of Belleville and Hastings County. For a more lively 
account, turn to Hutton of Hastings, written by histo-
rian Gerry Boyce. 

Big as it is, the rock in the middle of the meadow 
doesn't have enough room on it to fit the entire 
Ponton story. But when the weather warms, it'll be 
worth a stroll to see it. 

Orland French, past-president of the Hastings 
County Historical Society, is webmaster of the Inter-
net site hastingshistoricalplaques.ca. Look there for 
many more stories of Hastings County. 

 

 

Society Volunteers Receive 
Awards 

On March 23, the Province of Ontario recognized 
the vast army of volunteers who provide valuable 
service to their communities all across the province 
through a special award presentation ceremony via 

Zoom. The Volunteer Service Awards are presented 
annually to those who have served for periods of five 
years and for increments of five up to sixty years of 
service. Six long-term volunteers with the Hastings 
County Historical Society and the Community Ar-
chives were recognized this year. With 15 years of 
voluntary service were Orland French and Mike Shaw, 
and with 10 years of service were Laurel Bishop, Don-
na Fano, Lorna Garbutt and Richard Hughes. Congrat-
ulations to our many volunteers and particularly to 
those receiving awards this year. 
 
 

A New Life for Historic 
Dry Stone Walls  

 
The building of dry stone walls is a very old and spe-
cialized skill that has a long history in Ontario. With a 
view to keeping pioneer traditions alive and thriving, 
Dry Stone Walling Across Canada is holding a be-
ginners’ walling seminar in the village of Lonsdale 
from June 12–15. A dry stone wall and arched gate 
opening into the historic church will be built by volun-
teers under the watchful eye of master waller, Associ-
ation President, John Shaw-Rimmington. Anyone in-
terested can contact mcclaryharris@sympatico.ca for 
registration and/or further information.  
 
 
 

Bring Your Memories Back 
to Life 

 

Many will recall the great song by Barbra Streisand 
which contains the words: 

“I can dream of the old days 

Life was beautiful then 

I remember the time I knew what happiness was 

Let the memory live again” 

Well, the Historical Society, through our new Memo-
ries Project aims to do just that. Let those great memo-
ries of days long gone and times so very different live 
again. And let them be preserved for future genera-
tions.  

The Memories Project invites YOU to write a short 
story (or two or more) of about one page capturing a 
story from days long gone. Maybe about days before 
television, laundry with wringer washers, early school 
days, the telephone party line, sports, etc., etc. Any-
thing you can dearly remember from years gone by. 

about:blank
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Equally, we invite our younger friends to write a sto-
ry about school days in COVID times, or their spe-
cial experiences as youngsters today. It will all be 
history tomorrow.  

The stories can be in any form, handwritten, typed, 
by computer, and can be sent in as email attachments 
to info@hastingshistory.ca or by mail to the Hastings 
County Historical Society, 254 Pinnacle St., 2nd 
Floor, Belleville, ON, K8N 3B1. 

These stories will be retained permanently in the 
Community Archives for the enjoyment and amaze-
ment of future generations, and some will be featured 
in our monthly newsletter, Outlook.   

So, you are invited to join with the Society in this 
project and with Barbra as we let the memories live 
again.  

 

 
 

Pick up your copy of these two fine books at the Community Archives in the Library/Archives building, 2nd 
floor. 

Did you hear about the unrest in Hastings County? Whose side are 
you on anyway? Are you a Loyalist or could you be called a rebel? 
Do you fear annexation by the United States? Common enough ques-
tions for residents of Upper Canada during the Rebellion of 1837–38. 
The rebel aim was to make the young Canada independent of Britain. 
Betsy Dewar Boyce leads the reader through this tale of life and the 
times which fuelled the fervor of the rebels, causing fear and panic 
throughout Upper Canada and, indeed, Hastings County. It was a col-
ourful period in Hastings County. Sneak attacks, pirates, arrests, 
hangings; The Rebels of Hastings has it all! 
223 pages $10 

It’s Reading Time Again  
By Michelle Hutchison 

Spring has officially arrived! While we eagerly await the greening of 
the grass and warmer temperatures, we still have time to read. May we 
suggest this selection from Gerry Boyce and Betsy Dewar Boyce, not 
related. … 
 
William Hutton was a man of influence. He was also a prolific letter 
writer. Beginning when he came to Upper Canada in 1834, his letters 
provide a record of his opinion on many issues. His most frequent cor-
respondence was with his mother, still in Ireland. Hutton’s letters give 
a brief look at topics ranging from the mundane to the tragic. He talks 
about the weather, agriculture, the upheaval in the politics of the day 
and everything in between. Gerry Boyce ably provides details sur-
rounding events as related by Hutton. Hutton of Hastings offers a de-
lightful peek into life in nineteenth-century Hastings County and the 
fledgling country of Canada. 
245 pages $10 
 

mailto:info@hastingshistory.ca
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Memories of Softball and 
Slippery Cow Paddies 

 

 By Alexander D. McNaught 
 

To those of my era, it does not seem so long ago that 
quality sport facilities were few and far between. But 
this did not deter the sport-hungry youth of the day 
who made do with what was available and never 
thought about complaining or lobbying—whatever 
that was. 

A large percentage of the post–Second World War 
youth grew up in quasi-rural surroundings in small 
towns, villages and on farms where sport facilities 
were usually limited to a small grassed area at the 
public school. At Wallbridge we had a much loved, 
undersized baseball diamond with a sagging screen 
behind home base. First base was a convenient lean-
ing post next to Wallbridge Road, while second base 
was just a bare spot with the base paths arcing out 
from it. Third base, however, left a lot to be desired 
as it was a jagged piece of concrete embedded deeply 
in the hard ground. No one ever, ever slid into third! 

A right-handed batter always tried to hit the school-
house or the church, while us lefties strived to bat the 
ball over the road and into Garrison's garden. Every 

recess and noon hour was spent playing scrub or team 
softball. Everyone who wanted to play could partici-
pate regardless of size or skill level. The weaker hit-
ters got easy pitches, and the fielders were always a 
little slow in throwing the ball to the correct base. 
Yes, you needed players for a game, so no one was 
excluded. 

Our equipment consisted of a couple of well-used 
bats, mitts of some sort for the catcher and first base-
man, and punkie softballs. Since the bats lacked tape 
on the handles, they occasionally slipped from the 
batter's grip and went sailing towards the spectators. 
Yes, being a spectator can sometimes become a dan-
gerous pastime. 

The big boys in the school dreamed of someday play-
ing in the big league on the local men’s team. By the 
early 1960s, these boys were the local men’s team. 
They had real gloves made by CCM or Raleigh, more 
than two bats and real canvas bases but no groomed 
field. Since the school's diamond was not acceptable, 
we were granted permission by Jim Sine to create a 
softball diamond in his cow pasture next to the Frank-
ford Road. A proper backstop was installed, the in-
field levelled and regulation base paths laid out. The 
outfield was left unimproved with its ankle-twisting 
ruts. Prior to each game, the infield was spiffed up. 
The dry, and not so dry, cow paddies were removed 

Wallbridge Men’s Softball Team ca. 1963 
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from around home plate and the backstop area before 
the ground was generously sprinkled with sand and 
sawdust. The cattle particularly liked the backstop 
since it provided great rubbing posts for an itchy 
back or for removing biting insects. 

On game day the cattle were moved to another field. 
Although we were delighted to have our own home 
field, the cattle were a nuisance, so a farmer on the 
6th Concession kindly offered the use of a vacant 
field. The soft, well-drained sandy loam soil sloped 
slightly to the outfield. Trees to the west and north 
provided a windbreak. It was a bit of baseball heaven 
to the boys of summer. However, not all home fields 
in the area were converted cow pastures. Centenary 
had a nice field next to Moira Street West, just east 
of Avondale Road, while Foxboro, Halloway and 
Thurlow had the spacious and groomed field at the 
Foxboro Public School. 

Unlike organized softball programs of today, we 
lacked a structured league. Our games initially were 
pickup, but competitive. However, this soon 
changed, and the Sidney and Thurlow Softball 
League was formed, and the games began to attract a 
crowd. Wow!  

By the mid-1960s, the league entered their champion 
into the provincial OASA Intermediate C Men’s Pro-
vincial playoffs. The Wallbridge team qualified twice 
and went to the provincials and—won second place 
in two consecutive years. We aren't sure of the dates 
since no one can remember, the little crests were lost, 
and the OASA said they don't have records “going 
back that far back.” 

By today's standards and expectations, we were defi-
nitely hicksville but that was all that was available, 
and we are grateful for the memories of playing ball 
in slippery cow pastures. 

The Memories Project is looking for your stories of 
the past. You can contribute to the history, memory 
and wisdom of the past in Hastings County. Join us 
in making this endeavour great!  

 

 
Down by the Bay 

 

By Donna Fano 
 

Belleville is well known for its beautiful parks and 
walking trails. Many of us are familiar with Riverside 
Park, east and west Zwick’s Island Park, East 
Bayshore Park plus many of the small parks scattered 
around the city. The bayshore trail that stretches from 

Herchimer Street to South Front Street and the River-
side Trails are very popular. Who would know Belle-
ville also has a beautiful hidden unnamed park south 
of Whitney Place, a series of unattached bungalows 
at 355 Dundas Street West, Belleville?   

The 14.9-acre bayshore property was purchased from 
Colonel William Hamilton Ponton in 1869 by the 
King’s Majesty for the construction of Ontario’s first 
provincially funded school for the Deaf. The school 
was formerly the Ontario Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb (OIDD) and later renamed in 1913 as Ontario 
School for the Deaf (OSD). In 1974, it was renamed 
again as Sir James Whitney School for the Deaf. 

 
 
 

In 1869, a long T-shaped dock at the bayshore was 
set up so that ships could bring timber, stone and 
brick to the school for its construction. The limestone 
for the foundation of  OIDD came from  Point  Anne. 
 
Not only were construction materials brought to 

The present park               Courtesy of Donna Fano 

Dundas St. 

Palmer Road 

Bayshore proper-
ty south of  
Dundas St.  
 
Map 1886  
 
Courtesy of OSD-
SJW  
Archives 

OIDD 
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shore, but coal was delivered to the dock and used to 
heat the school. Ice was cut in the wintertime and put 
in root cellars to preserve food.  

Many leisure activities, such as school picnics, fish-
ing by residence students, camping, lighting bonfires, 
swimming in the bay in the warmer months, and ice-
skating in the winter took place. The beautiful shore 
provided photogenic opportunities. 

In the early years up to the late 1920s, students could 
build their iceboats and sail on the bay. It became a 
very popular sport for them. They went twice a week 
whenever the ice was safe. School administrators and 
parents would shudder today at the thought of the stu-
dents traveling at speeds up to 100 km/h. Ice-skating 
on the bay continued whenever it was safe.  

In the first half of the 20th century, there stood a sum-
mer cottage used by the superintendents in the sum-
mertime and a boathouse, both located not far from 
the dock. 

On March 11, 1912, the Minister of Education sold 
1.74 acres of the school’s waterfront property to the 
Canadian Northern Ontario Railway Company for 
$5000. This gave the company the right of way on the 
railway tracks going through the school property. The 
institution had concerns of safety for the students and 
staff crossing the tracks, so an agreement was made 
with the C.N.R. to build a subway (tunnel) under the 
railway. This tunnel is still being used today to access 
the park. 

The school property was 
divided into two sections: 
part three, the property 
between Dundas Street 
and the tracks and part 
four, the property from 
the tracks down to the                                               
lake shore.  

From late spring to late 
fall, passenger steamboats 
picked up students and 

staff from nearby towns and delivered them to and 
from the school. The only place students could go 
swimming was down at the bay until 1946 when Al-
bert College opened their pool, and students went 
once a week to swim there. 

By the 1930s, the dock was no longer needed as 
transportation improved in and around Belleville. It 
eventually broke up from the ravages of ice and 
weather.  

In 1984, the Ministry of Community and Social Ser-
vices (now known as the Ministry of Children and 
Youth Services) purchased the west section of part 
three of the property from the Ontario Government 
(see area outlined in red) for the purpose of building 
a new Children's Aid Society (CAS) head office. The 
land sold for a sum of $25,000. Guy Buller, the su-
perintendent of SJW at the time, was on the board of 
directors for CAS and had suggested to the govern-

Green area Part 
3  sold to  
Maurice Rollins 
in 1999 

Courtesy of OSD-SJW  
Archives 

Blue area sold to  
Belleville Parks Board  
in 2001 

Purple area 
access to 
city park 

Black area is SJW 
School property  South 

North 

Railway 
easement 
sold in 1912 

West East 

Red area sold to Min-
istry of Community 
and Social Services 

The 1912 tunnel  
Courtesy of  Donna Fano 

Tunnel 
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Historical Society  
Prescribes Great Medicine 

for COVID-19 Lockdown 
 
 

To replace our monthly Public Presentations at Ma-
ranatha, the Society has arranged to bring you a se-
ries of great, local, historical documentaries. Watch 
them anytime, cold nights, snowstorms, cosy after-
noons – they are waiting for you! 
 
Ritchie’s Folly – The Central Ontario Railway 
Moving Mountains – Blairton Iron 
Herb Ditchburn – The Man Behind the Name 
Sons of the Waves – HMCS Trentonian 
Glanmore National Historic Site of Canada 
 

 
All on the Hastings County His-
torical Society YouTube chan-
nel at:  
http://bit.ly/2MoVYDp 

ment of Ontario the sale of OSD's unused land for 
CAS's new head office.   

Ontario Realty Corporation (now known as Infra-
structure Ontario), the provincial department that 
handles all government property, sold the remaining 
part 3 to Rollins Investments Inc. in 1999.  From 
2000 to 2003 Whitney Place, a series of attached 
bungalows, was constructed under Maurice Rollins.  

In 2001, part 4 of the waterfront property was bought 
by the city for $40,000 for the people's recreational 
enjoyment of the bay. The plan by the city was to 
eventually link all the waterfront trails.  

Rollins donated access to part 4 of the waterfront 
property to the Belleville Parks Board. The access is 
located at the south end of the intersection of Palmer 
Road and Dundas Street.  

The public can enjoy this little-known park at any 
time. Bring a picnic basket and spend the day there! 
A video “Down by the Bay” was made by Donna 
Fano in preparation for Sir James Whitney school’s 
150th Anniversary in 2020 and can be viewed on 
YouTube at youtu.be/rN-bGCHb8jc.  It features 
more photos and a virtual walk through the park. 

 

tel:613-967-3304
https://youtu.be/rN-bGCHb8jc

