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Interviewer: David Masters (M)

W: -Well, I must say that the Methodist Church, on Kingston Road was closed

and there was so many children on this road from the Sunday school and 

there was a Miss Jones, Beatrice Jones, that lived on Dundas Street 
across from the hospital. Bea had been a missionary in foreign lands 

and. she retired and lived in this house on Dundas and she decided that 
she would open a Sunday school every Sunday afternoon for these children 

and that's what happened and the children in the wintertime would, have 

coco and cooki.es after the service. Well , from there we had to have some
thing more to do in getting the church together. So, we decided we 

would sell bricks and get donations from people to build this mission, 
which was St. John’s, down on Herchimer and oh, so we had to have a 
guild which was held at Mrs. Redner’s on Herchimer on February 26, 1929 

and we used to meet there once a week and have a guild meeting. Well 

then Miss Jones, through the week, entertained the children. She would 

put on a luncheon in her home. She would train the girls to paint china 

and she would find the wood for the boys to make bird houses. That was 
very interesting for the dhildren and they enjoyed it. It was something 

where to go and to enioy. Well, we tried to buy the Kingston Road mission, 

Methodist Church, I should say, and they wouldn't sell it. So, we decided 

the only thing to do was to put on dinners, put on teas, nut on lawn 

socials, strawberry socials and put on plays and travel. Vie used to 

travel in all these small countries, such as Rossmore, Picton, Cannifton, 
Tweed in the wintertime which sometimes it was 36 below and those days 

there wasn't many buggies and there wasn't many cars. But anyway, there 

was two cars and they only had a very narrow running board and usually 
some of the boys would stand on the running board, -it was so cold and 

clean up the windshield with either raw potatoe or coal oil and we'd

cooki.es
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W: get to these places and when we’d get there, these farm people had put

on a wonderful supper after we were through with the play, which they 

enjoyed very much, and so did we. Eventually we got sufficient money 

to build the mission down there and Mr. Logan and his brother Jack, 

Mr. Tom Logan and his brother Jack, they made cement blocks and they 
offered i.f we found the cement they would make the blocks for us, and 

they did. John Lyons, the Reverend John Lyons, at that time my husband 

was his wardon and Egwood Grimson was the people’s warden and we had to 

work very hard. It was depression days. We had tn work very hard, to 
get the mission going. Well we got it going and we had some wonderful 
attendance there and then Kingston Road decided they would open their 

church. So, of course, most of the people went back. They came to our 

church until they opened, their own church again and that left us with 

a poor congregation and that's where ... we was moved to Niagara Falls 

and when we came back the mission had been sold, and. it was sold... 

someone said to me that it had been sold to Lipson’s, but they never 

used it and. it was sold to the Catholic Church and. they own it today, 

Anything I know and that’s how it happened. When we came back ... Miss 

Jones had. a big supper at her home that night and that was the day we 

come home and we went there for supper and then we went back to St. 

Thomas’ Church. But that’s how it was.

M; Who was the rector of St. Thomas' Church at the time of the mission9

John Lyons. John Lyons, yes. And. he said if anyone should wear a 

crown in heaven, it would be Miss Jones. She  was really an angel, from
heaven and everybody worshipned her.

much for her to do. She was so kind

her. But, we sure missed her. I me?
the mission closed. but she did. alot

They thought ... nothing was too 

to the children, they all loved, 

n. we kept in touch with her after 
of work for the hospital and these

people that came in, you know, from out of town and they had no one coming’
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W: to visit them. She’d go and visit them or write letters for them and

M:

W:

all this kind of thing which she enjoyed every minute of
the way it was.

What social groups were related to the mission?
Well, we only had the St. Thomas* group. But, of course,

Guild

and Mr D. F

down on Front
then ■we

once

next

come

it and that's

we had the

and we had the Junior WA and there was a Sunday School

Jennings was the secretary and he had a stationary store

Street in Belleville. which was a wonderful

a week, a

and there
to preach

men oh first we had a house to
church,

it went

man. And

house meeting
a real church, service in one house and then the

on and Charlie Skelsher was the layman. He would
to us and he was a very clever preacher for a layman.

One night I remember being to the meeting at one of the houses and he 

was talking about how things would travel, faster than wind. Well, that 

night, it worried me so much I couldn’t sleep and I said to my husband, 

he said what’s wrong and I said, I can’t understand Charlie. I said,
he's talking about things travelling faster than the wind. I said, it

didn’t seem possible that things like that could happen, but it * s

happening today; it is travelling faster than the wind. He had delved

into the bible so deeply that he had got ... it’s in the bible, all this.

So, that was that world. I have to ■9 .. after a while we got these
church armey men and at first we had Reverend Jerry Graham and then we

had church army man. But he was ordained
and he is in Prescott right now as a preacher and then we and then we

had church army man Mian and after that we had ... I think I've got it

in the book here then we Pepper, then we had Reverend

Heavens, I think he lived in Point Anne. He’s retired but he did assist

in St. Thomas' Church before it was burnt down. He used to help with
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W: the communion and that’s about that in there. I guess we went away

then, rafter that and we came back and it was closed.

M: What year did it close?

W: That, I couln’t tell you. But it did open in ... it tells you in that 

book. We was away, you see, when it closed. All these gentlemen have 

spent ... was once in my home and he was never in my home. But all 

these gentlemen spent hours in my home. Because he was the church 

wardon and we was busy with the church after the church doors close 
because fay husband was on the executive council and he was sidesman. 
I’m trying to find what date it opened ... this mission, it’s in here 

someplace. It opened in 1930.

M: Speaking of 19.39, that was during the depression ... Wat kind of work
did you do during the depression?

W: Well there wasn’t much work and there wasn’t much money either. But
this is why we travelled. We travelled with the ... we have to practice 

for the plays too. We used to go to Mrs. Redner’s to practice for the 

plays. I had children. I had small children too. My husband worked 

on the railway as a crew dispatcher and he worked there until he 

retired. And that's why we moved to Niagara Falls because he got, what 

they called bumped from here not to go to Niagara. Falls for a time and 

it was time for him to come back and take his place in the service he 

was in. But, we sure enjoyed working for the church and sometimes we'd 

put on a dinner for St. Thomas' Church to make money and they really 

would come ©nd help us out because we needed the money in them days.

Mt Could you descri.be the building; what it looked like and. what the dec

orations were like inside?

Wt Well., we had on alter and it's there yet. It's down there on Herchimer 
It’s on Bridge Street and you turn right. We wanted to buy the corner

descri.be
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Tot at, the end of Bridge Street but a Mr. ... oh, I know it quite will 

he was very friendly with the children and he wouldn’t sell his land, 

the lot at the end but be sold us one next and it’s, I tljink it’s the 

second building down from Bridge Street and t|je Catholics have it 
and they use it very well. We had an alter just like we had in any

Anglican Church and when we got it built we had lantern slides. When

we was going to burn the morcage, the vicar, John Lyons said .., 

we had a big dinner and we was a]1 prepared to burn the morgage

and what, a dissappointment when he said ... we never burned the mor-

gage ’cause you need a kitchen on the back and so ... we won’t burn 

the morgage, you’ll have nothing to work for. So, that’s why we didn’t 

burn the morgage and we put the kitchen on the back. Well, I was there 
I remember putting the kitchen ... them buildin’ the kitchen on the 

back. It was a cute little mission and of course after we left, I 

don’t know what happened. I guess the people maybe dwindled on account 

of them opening the other church. But, they sold it and the money 

went to build St. Margaret's-on-the Hill.

M: Could you tell us about that, the building of St. Margaret's?

W: Well, I wasn’t here. No, you see when I came back it had been sold 

and we were disappointed because we worked hard. But, that's God's 

work. When you're working for the Lord you don't mind. We used to 

enjoy ourselves doing this kind of thing and the children had a wonder
ful time. They were happy to be in Sunday school, they were happy to 

be at the mission. It was somewhere to go and we knew where they was. 

Miss Jones was the instigator of it all. She was a wonderful person.

M: For what events or were there any special events where you'd all go
to St. Thomas' instead of at the mission.

Mt WelJ , we left St. Thomas' to run, to open, to work for this mission,
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W: you know. And then of course when we came back from Niagara and the 
mission was closed, we went back to St. Thomas’ because my children 

was baptised there, well two of them. Two was born in England. They 

was baptised there, they were confirmed there; so was I and my hus

band and. they was married from St. Thomas' Church because the mission 

had closed and so -e had so many memories of St. Thomas' church so we 

couldn't go any’.’here else and today I belong to St. Thomas’ church.

M: Do you still attend9

W: Yes, sometimes. Not too often. You see, I have to have someone to 

take me because I've never had a car and I don't ... everybody's ... 

there’s not many out here that belongs to St. Thomas' Church. I 

could go to St. Margaret's which sometimes I do but my husband, was 

buried from St. Thomas' Church too and it’s my home as much .like a 
home as St. Thomas' church. But, I love it and if I could get oftener 

I would. But I do go with a Mrs. Vort, that’s Charlie Skelsher's 

daughter; who lives behind me, but she can't take me to church because 

she's the choir mother and she goes very early and she said it would 
be too long for you to sit on those seats. But, she takes me all through 

Easter time, 40 days every Wednesdav morninv and then Reverend Tett 

copies in and gi ves me communion and he’s a wonderful man. But what 

a shock that we had to lose that church, standing there petrified 

watchinc it burn. Oh, how could anybody do a thing like that. But 

it was done and whoever did it, it's on their mind you know. It’s 
a thing they'll, never forget and I guess the si Tver was stolen but 

they'll never be able to sell it without melting it down.

Mt You just mentioned St. Thomas there. You remember going there; did 

you own a family pew?
W: Oh no. That’s ... there was rented pews at that time but we didn't
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think that was right and I’ll tell you a coincidence. Well, T have 

met her since and she said they had just come from England and they 

decided they would go to St. Thomas’ Church. So they went one Sunday 

and they got in this pew and evidently it was a rented pew. There was 
her and her mother; strangers in town. So, this lady comes along and 

she said you’re in my pew. So, she said my mother got up and. I got 

up and my mother says, well! she says, I hope we haven’t got to pay 
for our seats in heaven and she went and sat in the back seat of all 

in St. Thomas’ Church; she was afraid she’d get in another rented 

pew. So, I didn’t think that was right these rented pews but they 
was and people didn’t mix, not those days. And, you know, it isn’t 

right. I think churches would be much better if people would be more 

socialable, myself. But, of course, that’s my opinion, nobody else's. 

But, I like to speak to anybody on the street even. It doesn’t hurt 

you to say hello or smile. No but, that’s the way it goes. I have 
a picture of my children ... she was a soloist for three years, 

before we left to go to Niagara and this was the younger one. These 

two were born in England. That was the day Sir Gilbert Parker was 

buriried and I remember all the choir was in the pieshells and they 
walked across Bridge Street and the traffic was held un until thev 

walked across Bridge Street and went into St. Thomas* Church. We 

had a lovely choir here and they had alovely organist and choir master 

who was Ross Hunter and his wife.

You came from England originally did you?

Yes, Yes, I came from Yorkshire.

How long have you lived in this area here?

We lived five years out in Niagara Falls. Tn thi.s area just ... 

we moved ... When we came to England we stayed, here, we li ved here
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W: higher up the street and then we went to Niagara Falls and then we 

came back and we couldn’t get a house here so we left to live on West? 

Moira Street, Bishops house; the seedsman and then we moved from there 

to Mrs. Brown at the corner of Dufferin and Pine. We had an apart

ment there for awhile. Then we moved from there to Charles Street 

into Dr. Richard Potter’s mother, the house vie moved into and we 

moved from there to here. We built this place 23 years ago; that’s 

how long we’ve been here. It’s like home because when we came here 
my mother lived, on this street. At the corner of Bridge there’s 

three houses where they lived. There’s two big hite ones and a 
red brick bungalow. After the gasoline station coming up the road 

on that side and so that’s whyw? settled on Herchimer Avenue. At 

that time you know, I tried to get a house, to rent a house, because 

the children had so far to go to school on Kingston Road and they'd 
have to take their pinners; sometime they'd cook their dinners there 

and we wouldn't see ’em all day. So I tried to get a house one day 

in town. I’d seen it advertised in the paper and I had this little 
girl; I’d say she was 2-J- and I had her in a pushcart 'cause you had 

to walk you know, downtown to shop and the lady opened the door and 

I said, I see in the paper you've got a house for rent. Oh, she says 

you've got children and she said no way and so I just walked on and 

I never tried anymore 'cause I had children. That was that .

M:  ,What did your husband do here in Belleville?
W: He was a crew dispatcher for the CNR and he retired from the CNR at 65. 

He'd been dead. 10 years in October and I've been here alone. I don't 

mind being alone I feel ... oh, God's with me you know. I feel he’s 

with me. There’s so many things ... I go to him, and I don’t use him, 

but I go to him when I'm in trouble and he answers my prayer immediately. 

It says take ye to the Lord in prayer and T do and I receive really it’s
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W: wonderful; the reception I get from my almighty God.

Mr You talked about walking downtown there. Where in town did you do

you shopping and. could you drive to town and describe some of the 

stores that you used?

W' Yes, we had a Beehive. That was a material shop, they had every— 
thing and it was called Solman’s. Miss Solman lust died a little 

while ago. She lived on Bridge Street. That was Solman.*s and. Mr. 

Penson, the grocery man, mind you we had to walk downtown and take 
the baby carriage; push it there and back. Nothing, No transportation. 

Mr. Penson came once a. week with our groceries. We’d have to go down 
and. order them and he'd, bring them up on a Saturday. We had a coal 

oil man once a week. We had a breadman, but sometimes it was so 

deep with the snow that he couldn’t get ... so we always had to keep 

flour in the house as we could provide a little for ourselves. There 

was ditches on either side of the road, no lights and the men on the 

road used to have to get out and shovel the slow for the children to 

get to school and we’d walk through two walls of snow before the 

winter was over. We couldn’t go over them they were so high with 
snow. We had whether at 36 below for a week, yes sir. February 

especially was a bad month. But, it’s certainly changed.

M: Do you remeber places like Griffin's Opera House and Dicken’s Tea
Room9

W: Oh, yes, yes. I used to go to Dicken's Tea Room. You needed a cup
of tea when you had walked al 1 that way and pushed a carriage and. 

I used to go to the opera house. Yes, I remember that and Geen's 

Drug Store. Percy Geen's father was a. minister at one time and he 

used to come out here every week at these meetings and he always put 
a dollar on the plate which was a help for us at the mission. We
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W: enjoyed that very much but he always came out he was a wonderful old
man.

M: Could you describe the downtown, like the stores and the street?

W: Well, it wasn't really much different than it is today. Well,

nothing, I couldn’t say it was any different. They that little 

park at the far end of ... what would it be ... I guess the south end 

there's a little park down there Person's Grocery wasn’t far from 

there. It was on that end. the Beehive was practically in the mid

dle of Front Street and Geen’s, I think, was always where it is today. 
Course there ere quite a few more dnug stores. There were Dolan's 

and ... I just can't remeber their names - I’m gett' old you know. 

Macintosh's was always there ... but that’s how we did our shopping 
because he w"s the only man who delivered for groceries. I used 

to shop mostly at Macintoshes' but I did like the Beehive, there 

were times I'd go there. I don’t think it's changed, too much.

There is a few stores being taken down. There was a fire and that 
was stores missing, ey? They never replaced them.

M: Do you remetaber the floods or any stories about the floods?

W: Oh yes. I remember bed mattresses and things floating down the river,

quite well. Course I was never down there to see these things but vou 

made an effort to see things like that. Oh. it was pathetic: people 

losing all they had, you know, floating, down the river. You can just 

imagine.

M'r Usually at the end of an interview we usually ask about any amusing 

stories or any stories that you can remember that you'd like to tell 
us.

W: No, I don't think I have much regards to that. Oh, my dog. It was
a little scotch terrier and. one morning the vicar, John Lyons come 
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to see my husband and of course my husband used to walk to town and 

to walk to town and back it was along time to shop because we had 4 
children "nd o us and you just didn’t last sometimes the groceries 

for the week and he came one morning and T said my husband’s gone 
downtown. I couldn’t tell you when he’ll be back. He said, I’ll 

wait. Ro. Fred Ferry. they had a grocery store down bv the station 
and that’s where we used to have to go for our mail, the little post 

office down by the station. We used to have to go and. pick it up 

and he brought this little scotch terrier puppy and Reverend Lyons 

sittin’ there and my little girl was just walking. So, whe got down 

off my knee and started to walk across the floor and this dog nipped 
her and took a piece out of her stocking. So, the vicar said, now 

he says, you should call that dog Nipper. So, they called him Nipper. 

Well, all the children knew Nipper 'cause if there was anything doin' 

at the mission or at Miss Jones', Nipper was there and when they had 

the standard slide up, Nipper’d be walking across the front and he 

had a little stubby tail and all you could see was this nubby tail 

goin’ along and the children would just roar laughing. We used to 

try, on Sunday when mv daughter was goin’ to church, St. Thomas’ church, 

bein' in. the choir, both of them. Just how we tried to keep in, he'd 

vet out someway and he’d be sittin' on the church step waitin’ for 

her and she was frightened to death it would follow her up to the 

choir. But anyway, that didn’t happen, he never followed her. She 

said, 1 w&sh mother, you could keep him^ home. I said what can I do 
with him. I said, I put him in the coal lodge and he got out. But, 

he loved to be with the children and be in everything that was going 

on. He was a religious dog, that’s all there was to it. There was 
only about eight of us ladies who started the mission. And during

the depression they had ladies to work and put on plays and things
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V'f • and dinners and sometimes John Lyons, the vicar, would come to the
house. He’d wait for my husband. Oh, sometimes I’d be baking pies
for the But, I had to go on because we had coal

you know. There was no electricity or anything. We had

coal stoves and flat irons and it took longer to

don’t know they’re born, when it comes to the
dryers and things. We had the rub board and the 7ell and that kind
of thing. Nothing! O easy; everything was hard. But here I
today to tell the story and I enjoyed every minute of it.
T' ve had a happy life. T 'm sorry that my because we
were a happy couple and. the loved that was one thing1 X

There's one - that was taken at St. Pat's

She’s a violinist with that orchestra un there. Then she was a nurse.

the choir there, and my oldest daughter and the young one’s on the

wonderful minister. I think he put St. Thomas’

W:

Could you tell us about him9

Well, what I have to say about Arthur Smith. He was a wonderful man

M ;

a wonderful preacher and he didn't always get into the pulpit to preach J- v XXX
to us He get down in the sanctuary, you know, so he could be closer

~ oh, he was a wonderful man. He really was. They all was - all the
ministers was wonderful. Archdeacon McConnell too.

golden weddin' - the bishop Creagan had just retired, he was there 
and Sinclair, Reverend Sinclair, I think he's in Kingston, and 

Archdeacon McConnell was away, so we had a. reception at the Tops and 
I think Reverend Sinclair and his wife was at the Tops but after 

supper we had a reception here too and Archdeacon McConnell and his 
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Wt wife came here to have a. little enjoyment with us which was very nice. 
T remember Percy Geen cornin' too. Alot of church people just dropped 

in to say hello and wish us happiness; which we had had and which we 

had until he died. find. that comes to us all sooner or later. Have 

your lamp trimmed and be ready. You know not the hour nor the day.

So, that’s what I always figure, every day I have to be with my Lord 

and talk to him, night and mornin' and through the day. I have God 

minutes there I read out of there. Cute little book. My grandson 

gave me that. He had got it from Sunday school. There's a page with 
his name on it - John. It's called God's minutes. It takes you just 

about a minute to read a prayer eve y day. It gives you a lift for

the day. Ya, it sure does.
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