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Quinte Living Centre,
370 Front Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
Peter Hennessy

Topic
Kingston Penitentiary 

Experiences
Peter Hennessy was born 

on a farm near Bancroft, On
tario, in 1927. His early life 
with his mother, father and 
four siblings was one of ex
treme poverty. After his 
mother’s death, the family 
moved to a bush farm in 
Tudor Township. His father 
remarried and the family in
creased to eleven members 
by 1943.
Peter went to school and be

came the “bookworm” of the 
family. He studied hard and 
received the opportunity to 
attend Queen’s University 
where he earned a degree in 
Political Economy; he be
came a teacher of history and 
English after a year the On
tario College of Education. 
In 1968 he accepted a posi
tion with Queen’s Univer
sity; he published his first 
book in 1979.
Mr. Hennessy took early re

tirement from Queen’s in 
1984 to devote more time to 
writing. In the early 1990s he 
became a volunteer worker 
in the prison system and his 
writing has begun to reflect 
his prison experiences.

Outloolk
A

 ̂Volum e 3 N um ber 1

Great heritage
Issue num ber 149 January 1998

news to start 1998
by Lewis Zandbergen

Those of us who cherish the 
past and work hard to educate an 
often ignorant or apathetic public 
about the genuine necessity of 
preserving our architectural, so
cial, oral and written history, re
ceived two welcome Christmas 
gifts recently. The first was the 
news that the Hastings and 
Prince Edward Counties Roman 
Catholic Separate School Board 
has backed out of its deal with 
the Hastings County Board of 
Education to acquire and demol
ish Belleville Collegiate Insti
tute and Vocational School. 
The other was the news that the 
stone house at 45 Bridge Street 
West, locally known as “the 
Riverboat house,” will also 
continue to stand. These were 
gratifying announcements for 
local heritage groups who have 
witnessed too many fine exam
ples of early Ontario architec
ture end up either as parking 
lots or useless parkettes.

The Riverboat house, which 
dates to at least 1832, is under
going restoration and upgrad
ing to see future short-term 
service as offices and apart
ments; eventually the house 
and its attendant carriage house 
(one of only a few stone car
riage houses in this area) will 
become fashionable apartments. 
Long may these buildings stand 
and kudos go to Brian Magee of 
Teddington Ltd. for his far
sighted approach to preserving 
the past.

It is now up to the groups work
ing to preserve the BCIVS build
ing to make good on their prom
ises to use the building in a posi
tive way which will benefit the 
city.

The building should not be al
lowed to wallow in a state of der

eliction like its west hill coun
terpart Queen Mary.

Item number one on the agen
das of both the BCIVS 2000 
group and the BCI Preservation 
and Use Committee should be 
to join in a common goal. It has 
long been the BCI Preservation 
and Use Committee’s conten
tion that regardless of the even
tual uses for the BCIVS build
ing, its preservation is para
mount; that committee’s task 
has been completed. Now comes 
the hard part—deciding on ap

propriate functions for the struc
ture. On the other hand, the 
BCIVS 2000 group has vowed 
to fight for the building’s use as 
a cultural centre and failing that,

demolition could proceed. There 
must be a happy medium some
where.
This is also the time to renew over

tures to the library and local thea
tre and arts groups for their input. 
With the announcement that an im
pressive Manly MacDonald art gal
lery seems to be a real possibility, 
perhaps other groups vital to the ar- 
ea’s cultural well-being can be 
brought on board to give the res
toration and use of the structure the 
impetus it needs to achieve success. 
In doing so the wealth of the citi

zens not only of Belleville but of 
the surrounding area will be im
measurably increased.
See Gerry’s column fo r more on 
BCIVS!

Afichiiedwial Cmetumcy Ortffliia
Quinte Region Branch

A lbert College Tour 
Sunday, February 15 at 2 p.m.

Call (613) 968-7576 for more information

The McNabb-Yeomans House, more popularly known as “the 
Riverboat house,” Bridge Street, Belleville, is presently undergoing 

restoration work.
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From my bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
Brockville: The River City

written by Russ Disotell 
published by Natural Heritage 
127 pages, photographs, 
maps, bibliography, end notes, 
index

Having lived for six months 
in the delightful city of 
Brockville during the early 
1960s, I was intrigued when 
I received this book. I had 
hoped to find out more about 
this well-preserved city whose 
courthouse and adjacent 
square had been the scenes of 
almost daily walks and whose 
Blockhouse Island provided 
many hours of contemplation 
while watching river freight
ers go by.

However, I have to admit to 
a degree of disappointment in 
this the latest in Natural Her
itage’s long line of city histo
ries.
There is precious little in this 

book to provide an historical 
perspective, rather the book is 
devoted to only a few of the 
characters in the city’s almost 
200-year past.
There’s an excellent capsule 

biography of Ogle Gowan, the 
fiery Orangeman/newspaper 
publisher/soldier/politician 
who wielded an iron will over 
the area and set up the Orange

Order in Canada. There’s another 
chapter devoted to the patent 
medicine peddlers, Comstock and 
Fulford, who began their careers 
in Brockville. And there is a short

chapter on the battles fought 
along the St. Lawrence in the War 
of 1812. The history of Brockville 
is dropped in here and there as if 
the city’s past was included as an

afterthought and we never get 
a real sense of the who, what, 
when and where of the city’s 
past.

There’s scarcely any mention 
of the city’s wealth 
of Victorian archi
tecture or of its 
beautifully pre
served churches 
complete with 
spires (an increas
ingly rare occur
rence in Ontario 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  
where these grace
ful architectural de
tails are often sac
rificed because 
they are difficult to 
maintain or re
store); the colour 
picture on the front 
cover of the book 
does show at least 
six steeples. 
Brockville’s busi

ness sector is like
wise given short 
shrift and there’s no 
mention of the 

world-famous company which 
once called Brockville home— 
Stetson Hats.
The railway tunnel, which was 

opened in 1860, the first such

tunnel in British North 
America and which runs under 
the city from the waterfront to 
Pearl Street, some four or five 
blocks north, rates only a half 
page. (Navigating the tunnel 
from end to end was a popu
lar dare among Brockville 
young folk. I made it, north to 
south— once. Contrary to 
youthful opinion, it was a thor
oughly frightening trip.) Even 
the one map reproduced in the 
book (1851) is of little use 
because it doesn’t relate to the 
Brockville of the 1990s; there’s 
no modem map to show com
parison. (Interestingly, though, 
the map does show “B. Flint’s 
wharf” on the waterfront; Billa 
Flint was a prosperous Hast
ings County merchant, who 
had moved to Belleville from 
Brockville in 1829. A drawing 
of Brockville in 1851 also fea
tures a notation about Billa 
Flint’s Inn.)

Brockville: The River City 
could well serve to whet one’s 
appetite for learning more 
about the city, but as a history 
of the city it pales in compari
son to the other fine books 
Natural Heritage has produced 
for other Ontario municipali
ties.

1998 is here! Have you renewed your membership? If not, the Society would appreciate receipt of your 
membership renewal as soon as possible. New members are also welcome. Please complete this form 
and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to the Hastings 
County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual $15.00 Fife Member $150.00
Family $20.00 Corporate Sponsor $50.00
Senior/Student $10.00 Women’s Institute/
Senior Family $15.00 Organization $15.00

I also enclose a donation of $ _____ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.



An early Christmas gift - The
supporters of the preservation 
of the former Belleville Colle
giate Institute and Vocational 
School received welcome news 
on December 18 when the 
Hastings and Prince Edward 
County Roman Catholic Sepa
rate School Board announced 
it could not proceed with the 
purchase of the property. The 
board had wanted the site for 
a sports field for students of St. 
M ichael’s and Nicholson 
Catholic College. The decision 
resulted from the lack of nec
essary provincial government/ 
ministry approvals for purchase 
and demolition, and the Hast
ings County Board of Educa
tion’s refusal to grant a further 
extension to the agreement of 
sale. It will be up to the new en
larged 1998 public school 
board to decide what to do now. 
Meanwhile, BCIVS supporters 
are jubilant. It is to be hoped 
that members of the BCIVS 
2000 Committee and the BCI 
Preservation and Use Commit
tee will now come together to 
take advantage of this last- 
minute reprieve. The former 
group would like to see a re
source and cultural centre es
tablished in the building and has 
received some very positive 
support form the community. 
The latter group is supportive 
of any use that would see the 
building preserved. Future ne
gotiations could involve the 
new enlarged separate school 
board, since there is a possibil
ity of the present field being 
used for school purposes. 
Meanwhile, BCIVS still stands 
and remains designated by the 
City of Belleville as a building 
of architectural and historical 
importance, under the terms of 
the Ontario Heritage Act. As 
public board chair Ernie Par
sons remarked, whoever came 
up with the slogan “BCI For
ever” may have been a very 
good forecaster.
Crunch, crunch - Schools face 
a financial crunch and, once

again, our Society has provided 
local reference materials at low 
or no cost to several schools. 
With support from the Ministry 
of Citizenship, Culture and Rec
reation, several authors and the 
Corporation of the Township of 
Sidney, we provided almost a 
thousand dollars worth of books 
to schools throughout the county: 
Belleville Christian School, 
Centre Hastings Secondary 
School (Madoc), Deseronto 
Public School, Harmony Public 
School (R. R. #1, Corby ville), 
Hillcrest Public School 
(Belleville), Madoc Public 
School, Madoc Township 
School, S. H. Connor School 
(Tweed), North Hastings Senior 
Elementary School (Bancroft), 
Trenton High School, and 
Tyendinaga Public School. Ear
lier this year, several other 
schools also received materials 
from the society.
A tip of the hat - Hats off to 
Lorraine Fell, whose excellent 
ten-part series “Edenswold Re
visited” ran in The Bancroft 
Times this year. It highlighted the 
history of the community that 
developed on Baptiste Lake 
around Edenswold, the lake’s 
first cottage. Built by John 
Doman Payne of Bancroft, the 
cottage was soon enlarged to take 
in guests and was called 
Edenswold by his wife, 
Gertrude. In the early years, the 
I.B. &O Railway brought Ameri
can tourists and Bancroft resi
dents to the station in the village 
of Baptiste. Horse and buggy 
brought the passengers to the 
hotel. Described by Gertrude as 
her “paradise in the wilderness,” 
the lodge was sold to the 
Buckinghams in the mid-1930s. 
Today, the old lodge has been 
replaced with an impressive two- 
story log dwelling, a bed and 
breakfast establishment. The 
picturesque view of the lake re
mains.
Ho, ho, ho - Santa Claus has 
been good to this author once 
again. Thanks to the Jolly One, 
his elves, W.&R. Greenley, and

Titles, I ’ve received some 
great books relating to local 
history. Watch for my reflec
tions next month.
A reminder - Despite ongo
ing renovations in Belleville 
City Hall, members of the 
Heritage Belleville Research 
Group are still conducting 
tours of the heritage building 
until the end of February. For 
information contact them at 
968-6481 extension 3260.
A smile - Can you spot the 
error in this ad in The Intelli
gencer of June 26,1997? “We 
have been instructed by the 
Sisters of Providence to sell the 
contents of St. Michael’s Con
vent, situated at 40 Victoria

Avenue in the City of Belleville, 
Ontario. Built in the 1490s. the 
convent has now been closed. 
The auction will feature a selec
tion of both antique and mod
em furnishings...” Query: Was 
Columbus or Cabot the builder? 
Wanted (1) B rief personal, 
humorous anecdotes about past 
years for possible use in this 
column. (2) Information about 
ghosts and other supernatural 
matters for the Belleville-Hast- 
ings County area. (3) Your 
thoughts on a favourite Christ
mas gift relating to our history. 
Please contact me at 173 Bridge 
Street East, Belleville, Ontario 
K8N 1N3 or 968-5023. Many 
thanks.

A treasure from the past
A treasure from Hastings County’s archival collection in the 

attic of the former Gaol Governor’s Residence has been sent to 
all libraries and heritage gorups in the county, courtesty of the 
Society. It’s a copy of a 60-page papghlet entitled The County 
Valuators’ Report for 1866. Printed at teh Intelligencer Book 
and Job Printing Office on Front Street, Belleville, it’s a listing 
of all properties and their valuations, excluding Belleville. Owners 
of businesses and a few dwellings (mostly in urban centres) are 
identified, for example, it lists these properties for the west side 
of Trent Street in Frankford:

Lot 1 Dr. Rome, brick building and 1 small frame $1,500
Lot 2 Nelson Sharp, frame house 800
Lot 3 William McCaw 700
Lot 4 Waggon shop 400
Lot 5 yellow house 200

Lots 6, 7 & 8 1 frame house and other old buildings 500
Incidentally, Thrulow Township had the highest assessment 

($1,327,325) followed by Sidney Township ($1,310,410) and 
Tyendinaga Township ($1,291,500). tudor, Wollaston and Lim
erick had the lowest assessment ($ 17,656). The county total was 
$6,788,155.

Just a reminder
The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, 
Quinte Region Branch annual meeting will 

be held Sunday, January 18, at 2 p.m. in the 
former United Church (now the Mt. Tabor 

Playhouse) in Milford, Prince Edward 
County.

Mr. Frank Kershaw, Director of Planning, 
Research and Construction for the Metro 
Toronto Parks and Culture Department, 

will present a slide show featuring historic 
country estates of the Hudson River Valley.

For more information please call (613) 
968-7576.



Museum Future Uncertain
Over the last few months of 1997, m u

seum adm inistration was told to expect 
significant cuts to the overall budget for 
1998.

W hile  the exac t figures and fu ll 
im pact are not known, “significant 
cu ts” m ust be looked at in view of 
several years o f funding reduc
tions to the museum
• Since 1994 staffing has been 
cut by 31 per cent.
• S ince 1996 p rov in 
cial o p era tin g  funds 
have been reduced by 
20 per cent.
• S ince 1993 th ere
has been  a ten  per 
cen t re d u c tio n  in 
fu n d in g  from
B ellev ille and H ast
ings County.

Further cuts to G lanm ore’s budget will 
have an incredible im pact on the per

formance of basic museum functions: 
collecting, researching and preserv

ing artifac ts; p resen ting  educa
tional p rogram m es; p resen ting  
educational exhibits.

If you have comments about the 
value of museum services feel free 
to send those com m ents to the 

Museum Board of Man
agem ent or B elleville 
C ity C ouncil care o f 
Rona Rustige, Secre
tary to the M useum  
B oard  o f  M an ag e
ment, Glanm ore Na
tional H istoric Site, 
257 B ridge  S tree t 
East, B elleville, On
tario K8N 1P4.

Christine Zaporzan will be leaving us for part o f the 
year, M arch to Septem ber, for m aternity  leave.

Her temporary replacem ent will be introduced in the 
next issue o f Outlook.

C hristine felt that after dinosaur and space exhib
its, a new challenge was in order.

Thanks to all 
volunteers

We would like to thank all of the volunteers 
for helping us with another successful Christmas 

season. At a time when the volunteer pool is 
getting smaller, we all had to work harder. The 

incredible effort needed to get the museum 
through the Christmas season always makes this 
a challenging time of year. To our little band of 
dedicated volunteers— thank you for pulling us 

through. ,

Outlook is published monthly (except June July and August) for 
the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information can contact 
the editor at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail 

lewzan @ connect, reach.net
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