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The Monarchy on tour in Canada
Although Royal visits always spark 

controversy over the usefulness of the 
monarchy to Canada, says George 
Hutchison, the historical record shows 
that the monarchy has played a key role 
in the development of this nation.

“Every visit tends to open the debate 
over the future of the Monarchy, most 
recently played out by the ill-timed re
marks of a Deputy Prime M inister [John 
Manley],” he said. “The problem, of 
course, is that history gets in the way. 
The Royals have been part of the growth 
and development of the country and our 
province from the very beginning. They 
have participated in countless events 
marking our progress as a people.

Mr. Hutchison, communications co-or- 
dinator for the Ontario portion of the re
cent visit by the Queen, spoke to the 
Historical Society on Tuesday, Novem
ber 19, 2002.

He pointed out that “early Royal Tours 
of Ontario served a very practical and 
highly political purpose. They represent
ed a very visible demonstration o f Brit
ain’s hold on its colony in the heart of 
North America, a flag-waving that sup-
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ported Britain’s imperial ambitions.
“One of the more famous Royal Visits 

was in 1860 by Victoria’s son, Edward 
Albert, the Prince of Wales. He arrived 
in Ottawa on September 1 after a trium
phant tour of the Maritimes and Que
bec. Loggers and Indians in canoes es

corted his steamer up the St. Lawrence 
and thousands cheered as the Prince laid 
the cornerstone of the new Parliament 
Buildings.

“He was set to visit Kingston and 
Belleville but Ontario Orangemen inter
vened. Miffed over what they perceived 
as his too-cordial relations with the Ro
man Catholic Church in Quebec, they 
erected arches with anti-Catholic slo
gans. The royal party boycotted the re
gion and travelled on to Toronto and cen
tral Ontario.

“Another Prince of Wales— who would 
later give up the throne for the woman he 
loved— would visit Ontario four times, 
and purchase a ranch in Western Cana
da with thoughts of spending a lot more 
time in his North American realm. In 
one o f his last acts as monarch in 1936, 
King Edward VIII unveiled the mag
nificent Memorial to Canadian soldiers

killed and wounded at Vimy Ridge in 
France.”

Mr. Hutchison said the famous Royal 
Tour of 1939 held immense political 
implications. “When King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth made their historic 
cross-Canada tour in 1939, it was not 

so much to visit their 
Canadian subjects as to 
cement a vital alliance 
in the face of yet an
other world war. Cana
da served as a conve
nient North American 
gateway to the United 
States, where the King 
and Queen made valu
able friends in Wash
ington and helped thaw 
a block of isolationism 
that could have left 
Britain standing alone. 
That visit was a contrib
uting factor in building 
the bridge that would 
eventually carry Amer
ican arms and soldiers 
to Europe three years 
later.

Despite the removal 
of symbols of royalty from the Canadian 
landscape, Mr. Hutchison said, the mon
archy prevails. “I personally believe it 
does so because of the dedication to its 
service by the Queen and her not infre
quent visits to Canada.”

He listed some of her tours: In 1956, 
the Queen officiated at the opening of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway and a decade later 
launched Expo ’67 as Canada played 
host to the world at Montreal. She was 
on hand for the Summer Olympics in 
1976 and returned as Canada patriated 
the constitution in 1982. She has com
memorated the arrival of John Cabot at 
Newfoundland, celebrated such anniver
saries as the Stratford Festival, Hudson 
Bay Company and the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police, and honoured veterans 
of wars of two centuries.

“None of these events occurs by ac
cident. Each is carefully orchestrated at



the primary encouragement of the federal govern
ment but frequently at the behest of provincial gov
ernments or major institutions with anniversaries on 
their mind.

“Politics always plays a part in developing a Royal 
Tour plan, but not to the extent many people might 
believe. Options are usually developed to maximize 
public contact and the likely amount of coverage by 
news media. Royal visits are usually seen as an op
portunity to publicize to international audiences the 
benefits of living, working and playing in Ontario. 
These could range from a major event at Toronto’s 
SkyDome, to a visit to a community college; a trip to 
the top of the CN Tower, to a helicopter flight over 
Niagara Falls; a train ride through smalltown Ontar
io to a special wine festival in grape country.

“In the case of the Golden Jubilee Visit, time was 
limited. The province opted for a major event on the 
Wednesday evening, a visit to a trail-breaking col
lege and a premier’s luncheon.”

Mr. Hutchison said every event on a Royal Tour 
is a media event but this tour had special overtones. 
“There was also, no doubt, a belief by some assign
ment editors that this might be the last Canadian vis
it by a reigning monarch.”
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President’s Message
Well, 2002 was fun. We toured Bancroft 

and North Hastings by bus, enjoyed a high
ly entertaining colonial dinner and auction, 
and tweaked a few noses at city hall. You 
couldn’t ask for much more from an active 
Historical Society!

Still, there was more. We heard informa
tive presentations at our regular meetings, 
on topics ranging from early flyers of Bel
leville to flying trips to Canada by the Roy
al Family.

We also made a tentative agreement to 
move our archives and Heritage Centre into 
the Quinte Cultural Centre next year, reluc
tantly giving up the old Thurlow Township 
hall to the mice, voles and bats who share 
our tenancy but don’t pay any rent. In the 
meantime, we have moved our archival ma
terial out of the Belleville (Corby) Library 
to our Heritage Centre on Cannifton Road 
in anticipation of the next step.

As for the Loyalist Monument, stay tuned. 
We have agreed that we won’t oppose mov
ing the monument to the north side of Dun- 
das Street, providing it is refurbished and 
its site landscaped.

In the spring, we anticipate organizing an
other bus tour. Bill Hunt has been working 
on a tour of old mine sites and ghost towns 
in Centre Hastings. Naturally, the tour will 
include a lunch stop, a dinner stop, a souve
nir stop and at least three opportunities to 
buy ice cream, because that’s the way the 
president likes it. If we have time to fit in 
some mines, we’ll do it.

In the coming year we will pursue an 
idea from our North Hastings advisor, Luke 
Hendry of Bancroft, to organize a school 
contest. The purpose is to pique the interest 
of younger people in local history. This 
could be organized around the launch of 
Bancroft’s heritage book, “North of 7 -  and

Proud of It!” I am pleased to be the editor 
of that project and I can tell you that the 
book will be a highly entertaining and in
formative account of life North of 7.

We will also be developing our web site 
to provide the history of Hastings with an 
internet presence.

Our dinner and auction evening was so 
successful last November that we would be 
missing an opportunity for having fun and 
raising funds ($4,000-plus last fall) if we 
didn’t repeat the outing. We won’t resur
rect the same characters but Hastings has 
enough colourful old ghosts to keep us go
ing for a while.

I believe history can and should be pre
sented in an entertaining fashion. We did 
well in 2002—and we’ll do it again in 
2003.

Orland French, President, 2002 
Hastings County Historical Society

Stirling and the Bank of Montreal
by Lewis Zandbergen

Imagine, if you can, for a second or two: 
it’s the 1820s; Upper Canada has been an 
established entity for roughly three decades; 
the War of 1812 was a fresh memory; the 
Danforth Road westward along the lake 
shore was little more than a muddy track; and 
Belleville’s population was about 1,000.

Now into this equation mix a newly ar
rived Scots immigrant named Robert Park
er. Mr. Parker, about 21, was sent to Canada 
to look after the interests of his father, Rob
ert Parker Senior, who owned shares in the 
iron mines at Marmora. Young Parker’s du
ties necessitated frequent trips to Kingston to 
see to the financial end of the business. This 
trip was 80 miles, on horseback, through the 
dense woods with often only a blazed trail to 
point the way. The destination was the Bank 
of British North America.

Local volunteers 
honoured

Members of both the Hastings County 
Historical Society and the volunteer group 
at Glanmore National Historic Site were 
honoured recently for their volunteer ef
forts. At Glanmore the recipients were 
Sylvia French and Jackie Simpson - five 
years; Winsome Lewis - ten years; Muriel 
Edwards -15  years; Margaret Wiggins and 
Lois Wishart - 30 years. Hastings County 
Historical Society members given awards 
were Elizabeth Mitchell and Lewis Zan
dbergen - five years; Adele Dibben - ten 
years; Betsy Boyce - 20 years; and Lois 
Foster and Beth Green - 25 years. Hon- 
ourees received stylized trillium pins and 
personalized certificates.

Young Parker’s dedication were two of eight children, junction, 
to his work must have made a Francis, (1832 - 1903) and The Bank of Montreal has 
favourable impression for af- Edward (1842 - 1920) set up been a cornerstone at the in
ter the Marmora mines shut their successful Parker Broth- tersection and in the lives 
down he was offered a posi- ers Bank in the 1890s. Prior to of the residents of Stirling 
tion with the aforementioned a bank being set up, most peo- and the outlying rural areas, 
bank. By the age of 28, Park- pie kept their meagre hoards Throughout the years it has 
er was a successful financier of cash at home or in secret continually upgraded servic- 
and newly married. locations. Most trade even in es. With the progression from

However, Robert Parker shops was of the bartering board sidewalks to concrete, 
never totally forgot the area kind and old record books from horse and buggy to au- 
around Marmora and its point out the frequency with tomobiles and from black- 
seemingly boundless supply which merchants took poul- smiths to service stations, the 
of timber. Because of her try, eggs, a ham or slab of Bank of Montreal has imple- 
Loyalist background, Park- beef or other farm produce as mented new services as the 
er’s wife, Elizabeth (nee payment. decades marched along.
Huffman) was entitled to In 1902 the Sovereign Bank Noteworthy changes came 
lands; Parker acquired ex ten- opened on the prominent in April of 1954 with the in- 
sive land holdings, felled for- northeast comer of North stallation of a bookkeeping 
est giants and began sending Street and Mill Street; the machine which promised 
timber to market. brothers again saw an oppor- “speedier and more conve-

However, by 1837, he tunity and shortly thereafter nient service” and the around- 
longed for a change. An ac- sold the banking business to the-clock depository in May 
quaintance, Edward Fidlar, Sovereign. of 1960 allowing patrons to
persuaded him to come to The Sovereign Bank was in make deposits any time, 
the settlement at Stirling and turn sold to the Bank of Mon- These would be eclipsed, 
take over as proprietor of the treal and in 1907 the Bank of however, by the move from 
fledgling municipality’s hotel. Montreal began its long ten- its prominent location of more 
Parker also purchased sever- ure in the village of Stirling, than 60 years to a new build- 
al hundred acres of land in Disaster struck in 1908 when ing in 1971, one of only a 
Rawdon Township on which a fire reduced the bank build- few octagonal buildings in 
he built a saw mill. He ran ing and most of the block the banking world, on the 
both the saw mill and hotel north and east to rubble, southeast comer of Front and 
until his death in 1852. Steadfast in its resolve to sue- Henry Streets. Change con- 

The tenacity with which ceed in the village, the Bank tinued and in the 1990s an 
Robert Parker pursued his ca- of Montreal rebuilt and the el- automated banking machine 
reer, his finances and his life egant brick and Roman stone was installed, 
was ingrained on his sons. building still exerts a com- If the Parker brothers were 

Francis B. Parker and his manding presence at the vil- around today, they would be 
brother Edward F. Parker lage’s North and Mill Street pleased.



LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 

(613) 962-2329

Welcome
Glanmore welcomes several new 
people to our group of dedicated 
volunteers.
Welcome to Carol Caunce, Dianne 
Coyle, Shannon Duplisea, Shirley 
Ellenton, Helen Finkle, Janice 
Peotto, Lydia Petho, and Rae Phil
lips. If you would like to get 
involved at Glanmore too, call 
(613) 962-2329 to find out how.

Special Exhibit 
Coming Soon!

Sitting Pretty: The History of the Toilet
Find out about the evolution of the toilet, 

chamber pots, the outhouse and toilet paper. 
Everything you wanted to know about the 
history of the toilet will be explored in this 
fascinating and fun exhibit visiting from the 
Guelph Museums. On display at Glanmore 
National Historic Site from March 8 to May 
4, 2003.
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Upcoming School 
Program
Art Extravaganza (Grades 2 to 5 -Feb
ruary 4 to 25, 2003) Tour Glanmore to 
identify portraits, still life and landscape
p a i n t i n g s ,  
tives and 
examine por
traits for 
hidden clues of 
the subject’s 
personality. Step 
behind a frame 
to become a 
living painting 
and create a
work of art.

Call Melissa 
Wakeling, Ed 
ucation Coor
dinator to 
book your pro
gram (613) 962-2329

Become detec -

Beat the winter blues 
with exciting and 
unusual school 

programs
offered at Glanmore 

National Historic Site. 
These new programs are 
available for a limited 

time and combine 
elements of the Arts, 

Social
Studies and Science 

curriculums.

Sears Roebuck advertisement for 
a toilet in its 1905 catalogue

Upcoming School Program
Sitting Pretty 

The History of the Toilet
(Grades 2 to 8 - March 18 to April 31, 
2003)

Discover the overlooked history of one 
of the most common and useful pieces of 
furniture: the toilet! See how toilets have 
changed over time in this special exhibit, 
visiting from the Guelph Museums. Dis
cover toilet technology and learn all about 
the water cycle, water usage and conserva
tion. Junior and Intermediate students will 
also explore issues of water health and wa
ter treatment. Call Melissa Wakeling, Edu
cation Coordinator to book your program 
(613) 962-2329.

Oullook is published in January, February, March, April, M ay June, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edted and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information msy contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan @ reach.net 

Thankyouto The Community Presskx its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the February 2003 issue is January 24,2003

mailing label


