
Peering Into the Past
With Bright Hopes For a Future

Bigger and Better Belleville
Written for The Intelligencer by John J. B. Flint.
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So many have asked me to write a

brief history o f ou r beloved city, be
fore I  jo in the early inhabitants who 
l ong  ago arrived  a t  the bourne "from 
which (it  w as accustomed to be said) 
no traveller ever returns. Conan 
Doyle, Sir Oliver Lodge, Professors 
Crawford and Wallace, Sir William 
Crookes, deny this statement, and 
confidently declare, that travellers 
from the skies do return. Whether 
they are right or not, it would be 
prudent tor mo to carry out old Hor
ace’s motto “Carpe diem’’, which 
means to seize the present moment, 
and not delay.

No one loved Belleville with a more 
ardent love than qur former respect-* * 1 
ed townsman, Mr. Arthur McGinnis.  * 
It afforded him the keenest pleasur e  
to carefully collect all facts and'inci- < 
dents, connected' with the history ofj

I >

Thurlow was surveyed in 1787 and
Wllmot surveyed lot four (now Belle
ville), and laid It out in tpwn lots  
Meyers Creek acquired Its name 
from Captain'John Waldon Meyen. 
This gentleman brought bricks from 
Kingston In a  boat, and built on the 
brow of the hill, known as Taylors 
Hill, the firs t brick house In Upper- 
Canada. It occupied the spot on 
Alexander street upon which Mrs  
Wannacott, a grand daughter of Cap
tain Meyers, erected the double house 
occupied b y  Mr Sills  and' for, many'
years, by Colonel Hambly,

" D is Is My Tog "
i It was said that Captain Meyers, 
once called upon the Governor, ac
companied by a  large dog of which he 
was very proud, and his brother-in- 
law. Ho accosted the Governor by 
saying "Dis Is my'tog, and dls Is my 
brudder-in-law/* 1 think Meyers was 
a Hollander.

The Captain owned, and planted a 
large orchard, running south from 
the brow of the hill, embracing Alex
ander. Forin and other streets. As 
a  boy I used to consider the orchard 
common property, and with other 
boys took possession of many apples 
therefrom. Meyers owned the pro
perty on the north, extending to the 
river and north of the river: for a long 
distance. Two mills on the present 
site of the dam near Lott’s factory, 
and on' the north side of the river 
were erected. Meyers was a choleric 

, old gentleman, and quarrelled with 
his eight children, and willed his es
tate to his thirty-nine grand children. 
A plan was drawn of the lots on the 
hill in the o l d orchard and the heirs 
drew lota from a hat which contained 
slips of papers, each of which bore a 
number of a lot. The brick house 
stood upon an unsurveyed strip ol 
ground in rear of lot seven, and by 
agreement -that each heir!-- drawing n 
lot abutting upon this strip shou’d 
obtain a piece of the strip of the 
width of tho lot drawn. The brick 
house fell to Bleecker W. Meyers, 
and subsequently to his daughter Mrs 
Wannacott.

Named Belleville In 1815X
In ‘1815 at a meeting held in Simp

son’s Hotel in Foster Ward , the name 
was changed to Belleville. The river 
was also named, the “Moira" ’in hon 
or of the -Marquis of Hastings who
bore the title of Lord Moira. Belle-

It afforded him the keenest pleasutaj 
to carefully collect all facts and'inci-: 
dents, connected' with the history ofj 
the city.- I  have been most kindly' 
favored by Mrs. McGinnis, with an  
examination of many valuable doeu-1 
merits collected by Mr. McGinnis 
from which I have obtained much In
formation.

Meyers Creek

The earliest name given to the 
small village (now Belleville) was 
Meyers Creek. The population hav
ing increased, the name was change 1 
to Belleville, after the Christian name 
of the wife of the then  ̂ Governor. 
There was a large flat stone just at 
the left side of the bridge spanning 
the Moira, not far from Front, street. 
The pagan Indians paddling down the 
river to the bay, were accustomed to 
place upon this rock, tobacco, as an 
offering to some Pagan Deity. Goods 
came from Montreal In largo flat bot
tomed boats, call’d Catteaux or Dur- 
ham boats. These boats have one 
mast and several pairs* of oars. Thos.f'.

Moore (Tom Moore) built a house near Lachine and there wrote his famons Canadian boat s o n g  " Row. 
brothers, row, the stream  runs fast,
the rapids are near an-i day light Is 
pest." The poem referred to boats of 
above description. Grain and produce.

went down the St. Lawrence in the boats.
Early Settlers U  E  L.

The early settlera were in great 
part United Empire Loyalists, who 
would not live under the American 
flag, and came to Canada and settled 
on the. St. Lawrence and Bay o f Quite
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ville was Incorporated as a town In 
1850 and a city In 1878. Smith’s Ga
zetteer published in 1845 says of 
Belleville, “ It Is a bustling, thriviug 
little town, and a place of consider
able business, containing 2.040 in
habitants. The Kingston and Toron
to stages pass through the town daily.
A steamboat also calls dally. The 
town has two newspapers, Belleville 
Intelligencer and Victoria Chronicle. 
It has five doctors, seven lawyers, 
two great mills, one steam saw mill, 
three water saw mills, three cloth 
factories, one paper mill, planing 
mill, three foundries, eighteen dry 
good stores, fourteen groceries, se
venteen taverns, two "surveyors, twx 
auctioneers, stage fare to Kingston, 
ten shillings, to Cobourg, 12 shillings 
and six pence.

The merchants refused to allow a  
report of the produce shipped from 
Belleville t o be published On - the 
ground) that the exports were so large 
that the publication would cause a 
vast increase of fresh stores.

Qtd Meyers Hous»
The old Meyers House referred to 

above, was built In 1794. A writer of ! 
long ago said, “Yes, the old brick, 
house upon the bill could tell us a 
great many things about those who 
endured so much for conscience sake, 
and who bequeathed such a noble In
heritance to future generations.” 

Before me lies a paper printed here 
in 1831 called “The Anglo Canadian'*, 
containing many advertisements of 
citizens long passed away, such an 
John Turnbull, John Covert, Royal 
Munro. -Also ̂  paper called “ ThePhoenix published September 27th

1831, a weekly. An advertlaement

1831, a weakly. An advertisement 
by Henry Baldwin, announcing the 

opening by him of a Classical 
School In Belleville, was inserted.

The Intelligencer
Tho Intelligencer was founded by 

George Benjamin, September 1834. 
Mr. Benjamin edited the paper until 
1848 when Sir Mackenzie Bowell be
came the proprietor. Mr. Benjamin 
was an Englishman who died in 1864. 
He held the highest municipal office, 
and was an M.P. from 1856 to 1863.

The Victoria Chronicle was found- 
ed in  1841 b y  S . M Washburn and J
 Sutton.  I n  1849, it was purchased by 
EL .Miles. The name waa changed to 
“Hastings Chronicle,”  eacceeded by
the Ontario of today.



A most venerable and interesting 
document was discovered in the Cor- 

n e r ' atone of the old Court House on 
the hill, when alterations were being 
made. It is dated at Belleville, 30th 
ot May, 1838, headed “God Save the 
Queen—Victoria Regin, Major Gener
al Sir George  Arthur, Lieut. Governor 
of  Upper Canada. The Building 
Committee was composed o f Thos. 
Parker, John Turnbull, Henry Bald- 

w in , Anthony Marshall, Frances Mc- 
Annany, members of the House of As
sembly, Anthony Manahan and Ed
mund Murney, Board of Police Billa 
Flint, Asa Yeomans, William Mc
Carty, Zenos Dafoe, William Connor, 
Mr. George Benjamin, Clerk." The 
Corner Stone was laid with the assis
tance of Belleville Mason'c Lodge 
No. 10# Jacob Moore, James White- 
ford, William McCarthy, Hiram Pul- 
ford, Zenos Dafoe, Belleville Mason i. 
Among the Magistrates named were 
Parker,- -Turnbull, Flint, Ridley. Ket- 
cheson, Bleecker, McAnnany, George 
Benjamin, Clerk.

When the Boat Came In
Foster Ward, was the most aris to  

cratic part o f the city. The great 
event of the day was the- arrival of 
the steamer and its departure.

The West side of the city, on the 
flat, was occupied by a cedar swamp.

I well recollect seeing the bridge 
spanning the river at Bridge stree t 
lifted in the air. and come crashing 
down the river. We were obliged for 
a long time to cross the river on 
boom sticks. Subsequently a rope wa* 
stretched across the river and a boat 
was propelled to and fro by the cur
rent.

My father built the saw dust wharf 
at the south end of Coleman street, 
and erected thereon a saw mill, sub
sequently burned.

Bay Bridge Lost
There was a boat used to cross the 

bay to Rossmore, then called Hennes- 
sy's Point. Two horses worked a 
horsepower to propel it, subsequently 
steam ferry boats were used until the 
erection of the Bay Bridge. Private 
Individuals subscribed to this bridge 
and Belleville and, Ameliasburg con
tributed large sums. By criminal negli 
gence of the City Council the mort 
gage on the bridge was foreclosed 
and It became th e property of presen t1 
owners. )

Mrs. Dr. Marshall, Mrs. Tapson, 
Miss Moorehead kept ladies schools. 
Alexander Burden taught the gram
mar school which was kept up stairs 
In a small wooden building Just north

of the Public Library. The lower 
story was occupied by the fire engine,^ 
and fire appliances. Subsequently  
the stone school house was erected 
in which Messrs. Burden. Tilley and 
Diamond taught. Mr. Robert New

bury wa3 for many years a successful 
and beloved teacher as was Mr. 
Blaind.

Election Riota

Frequently during election excite
ment, riots, and bitter fights would be 
engaged in. Sectarian reelings raged.

The lumber and square timber In
dustries assisted in building up Belle-

guished Strickland family. She was 
the authoress of many books, two of 
which achieved much success. 
“Roughing it In the Bush” and "Mark 
Hurdlestone.” Mrs. Moodie publish
ed a magazine called the “Literary 

Garland".Her talented sister, Agnes  Strickland, was the authoress of that 
c e l e b rated work called “The History 
o f  - t h e  wives of English Sovereigns “

Sir Gilbert Parker

Sir Gilbertc Parker resid ed m a n y

vllle. The river in the spring time-Another sister, Mrs., Traill, 
was Ailed withe immense timbers, wrote 30*1* fat valosbia works, 
which formed rafts and were floated 
down the rapids of the St. Lawrence, 
and carried to foreign countries by 
ships at Quebec. After th» squared 
timber, came saw logs. Flint and 
Yeomans, D. D. Bogart, Rathbun A 
Company had large steam. mills for 
manufacturing lumfber, nearly all of it 
finding a market in Oswego. Return
ing from Oswego my father lost a val
uable steamship called the “Moira un 
the Lake.”  She sprung a leak an 1 
went down.

Municipal Stupidity
Deseronto would not have had an 

existence had' it not been for tho 
blundering stupidity of the Belleville 
City Council, which persisted in a 
course, which drove Mr. Rathbun 
from Belleville. .

Among the families who largely 
contributed to the prosperity of Belle
ville was the Wallbrtdge family. Tho 
old white homestead on the corner of 
Front and Dnndas streets was their 
home. The name o f the Hoa. Lewis 
Wallbridge, who was for many yean a 
Judge of the High Court as well as 
Speaker , o) the House of-Commons, is 
Justly'revered to this day. -The Mur-

neys, Ridleys, Greers, MacAnnanaysMoodies, Colemans were among the 
principal families in the old days as 
were the Huttons, Holtons, Jones,
Harrisons, Flints, Yeomans, MacAn-. 
nays, Bogarts, the Bells and others.

Reverend - John Grier and Reverend 
Father Brennan were two remarkable 
men, much beloved by their respec
tive flocks.

Belleville’s Prospects
Belleville with careful and econom- 

ical management may yet became a 
large city. Taxation must be kept 
with reasonable limits. It stands to 
reason that Intending residentscarefully examine the rates before

Another sister, Mrs. . Traill, also 
wrote several valuable works. Even 
so long ago Mr. and Mrs. Moodje be
lieved In Spiritualism * and seancea 
were frequently held in their hospital 
mansion. F. H. Rous (at one time 
Chairman of the Board of Education)  
and Mrs. hous were als0  avowed Spir  
itualists. ,

I am painfully, aware that I have 
omitted many things which would be 
of interest, • . . ~4-

years in Belleville  while 'a young man' 
and left the city to seek his fortune 
elsewhere. Although we cannot 
claim Sir Gilbert Parker, as a native 
of Belleville, we are proud of the 
wonderful success be has achieved as 
a writer and statesman 

William Hutton, (grandfather of 
Colonel Ponton), was a celebrated 
educationist. The Ponton family re
sided upon the outskirts of Belleville 
but* Mr. James Ponton and his bro
ther, William H. Ponton, were most 
highly esteemed and respected. The 
Honorable John Ross w:as a son of 
Belleville and achieved hi gh honors. 
_  Bellev ille Churches

The first St% Thomas .Church was 
probably the first church *erected here 
St. Andrews also had a woolen 
church, which 'occupied the .spot 
where the present beautiful church 
stands. The British Methodists wor
shipped In the upper story of a wood
en building, which stood on the spot 
occupied by the .Post Office. Opposite 
this building was *a blacksmith shop 
owned by Hiram Fulford, father of 
the Brockvllle millionaire. The Wes
leyan Methodists worshipped . for

many years in th e  large building

ca refully examine the rates before de

termining where to reside.

Mrs. Moodie

It would be improper to close this 
brief recital “without adverting to the 
great work performed by Mrs. Moodie 
who resided in Belleville for many 
years and whose name is still remem 
bered all ovdr Canada. Mrs. Susan
nah Moodie, wife of former Sheriff 
Moodie was a member ot the distin-

owned by the Cummins e s ta t e  on] 

Pinnacle street. .Hon. Bills. Flint 

deeded the land upon which the pre

sent beautiful Bridge S t Metbodistl

church stands as a gift to the church 
which was subsequently burned and 
was succeeded by the present struc 
ture. The Roman Catholics f or many 
years worshipped in a small church 
erected upon the ground where their* 
beautiful and‘ moder n church now 
stands. The' lot' upon -which their exj
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and fair treatment. Belleville has a 
great future before it. • - — _ _

Belleville ia justly proud of two of 
her sons. Brigadier-General J. Lyons 
Biggar. and W. H. Biggar. Vice Presi
dent of the great Grand Trunk Sys
tem.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell (whose de- 
mise was so deeply regretted by
every citi z n), reflected great honor 
on Belleville as a Premier of the Do
minion. H e  was greatly b e !o ved  by 
all who knew him and died full of 
years and many honors v

Hon. W . B. Northrup, Clerk of the 
House of Commons, was bom in 
Belleville, and achieved a high repu
tation as an orator, statesman and 
Queen Counsel.

The splendid institution for the 
deaf and dumb, the G. T. R. shops, 
the Rolling Mills. Marsh industries,] 
the fact that Ameliasburg is really a 
suburb of Belleville, the number of 
railroads, the connection by autos 
with Trenton. Tweed and Frankford. 
all -constitute feeders fo r- Belleville. 
We are also proud of cur banks. 
With prudence, . economy, and good 
judgment Belleville’s growth and ad- 
vancement is certain

JOHN J . B.F L I NT .

ceedingly fine academy is erected 
was for many years used as a Hospit-*  
al lot, a cheap wooden building being 
erected thereon. For years a Mr. Ma- 
son taught a Separate School upon 
this lot. ' ., ,

Belleville is proud of the' Hospital 
so wonderfully and successfully man- 

.aged The Armouries, the Post Office, 
the Public Library, the gift of the 
late Harry Corby, Belleville’s most 
beloved son, her beautiful parks,, her 
schools, and Albert College, which is  
to be succeeded by a well equipped 
college’ with a splendid faculty, up- 
to-date in every way, upon the bay

s h o r e
With reasonable' economy and wise


