
The Newsletter of THE HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 1418 -  BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO

February 1, 1984

1. The DIRECTORS and EXECUTIVE of the Society celebrate the 
safe arrival of 1984, our BICENTENNIAL YEAR, and extend 
to every member and reader the best wishes for a HAPPY 
CELEBRATION on FEBRUARY 20th of HERITAGE DAY, a day set 
apart across Canada to honour our heritage. This issue 
of OUTL^tK brings news of two major events planned in 
this area to celebrate HERITAGE DAY.

2. YOU are cordially invited to attend a 
GENERAL MEETING of the Society on 

HERITAGE DAY 
FEBRUARY 20th (7̂ 1 Ô IDA?) 

in the 
Dining Room 

of the
QUINTE LIVING CENTRE 

370 Front Street 
Belleville

coffee at 7:30 p.m. 
meeting at -8:00 p.m.

How often have you heard it said that the speaker required 
no introduction? Or that a "No-name" product is just as 
good as a national brand? Well, the speaker's identity for 
the February 20th meeting is a well-kept secret, known only 
to three people. He/she has described the topic for the talk 
as "THE UNUSUAL IN LOCAL HISTORY" and guarantees an enjoyable 
evening . . .  or your money back, a safe arrangement since 
the meeting is free and open to all. Although camera-shy, 
the speaker has agreed to one or two clues later in this 
issue and a prize to the person who identifies the speaker 
on the 20th before he/she talks.
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3. JOANNE UHLMANN, who was to have been our February 20th 
speaker, has requested a later date, so that our season 
looks like this:

Feb. 20 HERITAGE DAY CELEBRATION with our Mystery 
Speaker

March 20 RUSS WALLER of Kingston: a dramatic reading 
entitled "A Loyalist Diary”

April 17 SALUTE to the MOHAWKS OF TYENDINAGA oh the 
occasion of their 200 years at Tyendinaga; 
presentation by historian MELVILLE HILL 
and comments on Tyendinaga Today" by Chief 
EARL HILL

May 15 JOANNE UHLMANN of Trenton: "Meyers: the 
founder of Belleville, or The Life and Times 
of John Meyers"

June 16 Participation in LOYALIST BICENTENNIAL 
ACTIVITIES at Adolphustown,

Se pt . . SALUTE to Student Researchers and Artists

Oct . . SALUTE to THE INTELLIGENCER on its 150th 
birthday

Nov . . To be announced

Dec . . Participation in HASTINGS COUNTY MUSEUM PARTY

4. Our Annual Dinner and Meeting was a tremendous success. 
Siaty members and friends of the Society enjoyed the 
hospitality and fine food of the Quinte Living Centre 
dining room staff. An additional twenty members turned 
up for the business meeting, which means that one quarter 
of our 320+ members were on hand to hear the many reports. 
PENNY GORDON provided excellent coverage for the INTELL.

Given honor
v Bill Campbell was at Tuesday’s Hastings 
'  County Historical Society annual meeting to receive the society’s first Good Citizenship Award for 1984. Campbell, who received the award on behalf of himself and his firm Campbell Monument Company, was named for his offer to restore the Susanna Moodie memorial in Belleville Cemetery which had been damaged in £ a December ice storm. Campbell and his com- 

t' pany, it was also noted, provides the stone markers which identify city parks. Campbell told the meeting his company does a lot of work restoring vandalized and run-down cemeteries in the area. The company is currently involved In r e s to r in g  ab an d on ed  c e m e te r ie s  in Ameliasburgh Township and has completed two in the past year.

Popular feature
The Minus 100 recollections of the past, a regular feature of Hastings County Historical Society meetings, continue to be popular. On Tuesday, Elaine Preston related the happenings recorded in the local newspapers of January 1884 and, it seems, things don’t change that much. “There are too many potholes to make driving pleasant.” she quoted from the paper. And, at that time, there was a Belleville skating rink which had season tickets. The news of the day also included Belleville post office deadlines for mail to various areas-for Marysville or Shan- nonville via the Grand Trunk Railroad, to Madoc by stage and to Ameliasburgh, including Mountain view, by stage.

For the benefit of members and schools who retain OUTLOOK 
in binders for future reference - YES, there are such people 
and institutions out there, dear reader-we take the 
liberty of reproducing further items from Penny#s pen:



Historical group boosts its numbers
By PENNY GORDON Staff Reporte

Membership is one of the main support sources of the Hastings County Historical Society.During 1983 the society set itself a record for membership numbers, its president Gerry Boyce told the group’s annual meeting Tuesday night.During the year it counted 313 members, plus 
21 life members And 12 corporate sponsors.Much of the success stemmed from a membership drive-one of the year’s main activities for the society.The annual meeting gave the membership a chance to reflect on what was a busy year.During 1983, it won the Scadding Award from the Ontario Historical Soceity, then the Award of Merit from the Asociation of American Societies for State and Local History.During the year the society honored a number of people for their work through its Good Citizen Award each month.It was a year in which the historic structures committee finished its work-completing, and having printed, the second volume of Belleville’s Heritage -  which documents Historic buildings. As a result, that committee, was also active in the effort to save the 1817 building on South Front Street known as the Macintosh-Ridley House. The committee has been replaced by a building research commi tee.The society also ran its second essay contest * for county school Children, encouraging study of local history. It also held an art contest in con

junction with local history theme for county students. George Super, education officer for the society, said the contest will be run again this year, although the emphasis will likely be on the Loyalist migration or a similar Ontario bicenten- T  nial theme. -In 1983, the society also gave about $300 in jd" materials to the Belleville Cellegiate Institute ^ local history class, and presented the Hastings K County Board of Education $400 to develop a kit * x on the Loyalists. ~The genealogy committe was also busy during s the year and answered letters of inquiry from as 3 far away as England. As part of bicentennial, the 'T> committee will offer a genealogy program for those interested in researching their ancestors.
The cemetery indexing "program, which ^1 started in the summer of 1982, continued in 1983.Of the 172 known cemeteries in the county, about 90 have been indexed so far. Last year, about 200 ' 1 hours of volunteer time was given to this program by persons on community oriented sentencing program assignment.Another active area was the society's archives where information and pictures owned by the society and kept in the Canadiana Room of the Belleville Public Library proved to be the source of much information for persons seeking background material.
During the year, the society also did a considerable amount of outreach work, said Boyce. Speakers addressed 15 organ izations- everything from Brownies to an ad and sales club to church groups and nursing home^groups.

Society seeks spot to store history
The Hastings County Historical Society is seeking storage space for early area land records. If the search is not su ccessfu l, the records will be sent out of the area.The material is in the form of old copy books for Belleville and most of H astings County which are now housed at the B e llev ille  land  registry office, says Elaine Preston, 1983 chairman of what used to be the historic structures committee.Some of the Hastings County material has already been removed, she said Tuesday following the society’s annual meeting. The remaining registry information in the old books, she told the meeting, will be sent to Queen’s University in April if a suitable site is not found locally.The records include land titles, deeds and mortgage information for the city and county dating back to 1800.“We’re looking for a suitable site, approved by the archives of Ontario, to house these early copy books,” she said. “Our aim is to keep early records in the local a r e a  w h e r e  t h e y  belong.”

Information in the copy books has been used extensively by local researchers looking for details of old buildings

as well as by individuals r e s e a r c h i n g  genealogies.If the society can find a suitable site, said

Preston, it will still have to be approved by the province.The ideal solution would be for the society

to have a.place to use as its archives for all of its collected material, as well as the copy books, she added. #
00

Members of the Hastings County Historical Society got a chance to look at some of the old photographs from the society’s archival collection at the annual meeting Tuesday. There was

also a genealogy and cemetery committee display to look at prior to and after the meeting.(Staff Photo)



5. ELAINE PRESTON is still working diligently on the matter 
of a suitable home for the early land records and we look 
for a report on this important subject at our February 20 
meeting.

6. Speaking of land records 
and buildings, you may 
recognize this building 
as one of Belleville’s 
more interesting ones.
Our Mystery Speaker on 
the 20th promises to tell 
us something about its 
early history and he*? a 
faulty chimney helped 
in plans to erect our 
present City Hall.

7. We are pleased to 
report that the Annual 
Meeting selected nine directors to manage the affairs of 
the Society for the Bicentennial Year. They are:
BETSY BOYCE, GERRY BOYCE, GWEN BRAIN, RON BUSKARD,
ALICE DELINE, ADELE DIBBEN, JEAN O’RIORDAN, GEORGE SUPER, 
and ISABEL WRIGHT.

- 4 -

8 .

9.

EXECUTIVE SPACE
The directors met on 
January 24th and 
elected the executive 
officers .for 1984.
They are: President......Gerry Boyce

Vice-President ..........  George Super
Secretary ................  Charlotte Kuntze
Treasurer ................  Pat Bennett
Education Officer . . .
Coordinator of Building 

Research Committee .
Coordinator of Stone 

Building Committee .
Picture Archivist . . . . .  Betsy Boyce
Representative to Quinte 

Arts Council . . . .
Representative to

Belleville L.A.C.A.C. . Adele Dibben
Committee chairpersons were also named for the several 
committees of the Society and these contact people 
include Pat Bennett, Alice Deline, and Isabel Wright.

George Super 

Lois Foster 

Gregg Gordon

Jean O'Riordan

The sincere thanks of the Society are extended to those 
directors who served in 1983 but who, for various reasons, 
were unable to offer their services for 1984. We say 
THANK YOU to ARIE KORTEWEG, BILL SMITH, and especially 
LOIS FOSTER. Lois served for five years four constitution 
makes a sixth consecutive term impossible], has been a 
power-house in many areas, especially the Historic Structures 
Committee, and has kept us informed at meetings on such 
architectural discoveries as Greanley’s "building within 
a building".



10. Our thanks also go to GREGG GORDON, who served for
five years as a director and in 1983 was vice-president.
We are delighted that he is carrying on with the Stone 
Building Project.

11. Last year's executive determined that funds should be 
raised to help provide a LOYALIST YEARS kit for use in 
local schools. V/e are pleased to advise our readers 
that thirteen CORPORATE SPONSORS have donated funds
to help prepare this kit. We thank them for their 
assistance.

WILLIAM C. BELCH CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

BRISTOL-MYERS PHARMACEUTICAL GROUP 

CORBY DISTILLERIES LIMITED 
GEEN’S PRESCRIPTION PHARMACY LIMITED 

W.T. HAWKINS LIMITED 

THE INTELLIGENCER

J.D.S. POODS LTD., McDonald's Family Restaurant 

McINTOSH BROTHERS STORES 

O'FLYNN, WEESE, BURNS AND Y/ALKER 

PROCTOR AND GAMBLE, INC.

ROYAL TRUST 

TRUDEAU MOTORS LTD.

THE COUNTY OF HASTINGS

We look forward to reporting on the generosity of other 
____local businesses in future editions of OUTLOOK._____________

12. Future members of the Society will notice that their 
membership cards list the major advantages of belonging
to the Society. At our last executive meeting we prepared 
a list of six:

1. participation in all Society activities
2. OUTLMK
3. discount on some Society publications
4. free admission to Hastings County Museum
5. discount on books purchased at Hastings County Museum
6. personal satisfaction

Can you think of others we should have listed?
Do you know what the sixth one means?

TEACHERS!13. A reminder to parents and 
that Education Officer 
GEORGE SUPER has sent out 
literature in connection 
with the Research Project 
Competition and the Art
Competition. Encourage our young people to think about the 
BICENTENNIAL and celebrate the past 200 years in writing 
and art. If you want further information, contact George 
at Quinte Secondary School, 962-9295.



14. There’s good news from 
the Corby Public Library,
(shown in pre-expansion 
day§). Reference Librarian 
ELIZABETH MITCHELL reports 
that they will soon have a 
printed copy and several 
microfiche copies of the 
INDEX TO THE DAILY and 
WEEKLY INTELLIGENCER and 
the HASTINGS CHRONICLE for 
the years i860 to 1879.

The following types of 
items were indexed by the 
research team headed by 
JUDY DEJONG:

All news items concerning Belleville, Hastings County, 
and Prince Edward County 

Advertisements (businesses, professions, etc.)
Births, Marriages, Deaths 
Court proceedings 
Editorials 
Elections
Letters to the Editor
Meetings, Social organizations, Institutions, Clubs 
Names of people for whom letters were left at the 

Post Office 
Personal notices 
Ships and ship movements 
Train schedules

In short, everything of interest to genealogists (whether 
it be vital statistics or property transactions) or 
general researchers (whether it relates to schools, social 
events, disasters, crimes, etc.) has been included.
The index is said to be nearly 1,000 pages in length.

Incidentally, there is an instruction sheet to accompany 
the index. The microfilm of the newspaper is available 
for use at the Belleville Public Library only; due to 
heavy use, it cannot be sent out on Interlibrary loan. 
Out-of-town- users of the index can request photoapies 
of items by giving the citation that appears in the index

15. The Society continues to maintain its main archival 
holdings in the Canadiana Room of the Corby Library.
For the past two years we have anticipated a program 
to add new materials to the files, but, although the 
occasional volunteer has come forth, the updating has 
not taken place. KI'OW YE ALL, THEREFORE, that the 
Society will undertake a program over the next six months 
to upgrade the archival holdings. YOU are invited to 
join in this work by contacting the president at 968-5023 
A workshop to acquaint volunteers with the work to be 
done will be held, probably on a Saturday afternoon,
in about one month’s time. VOLUNTEERS welcome.



16. This view of a Hastings County town in the 1890’s
reminds us that the Society has accumulated about 
3,000 pictures relating to the history of the county.
The collection is housed in the Society office in the 
Hastings County Museum. Picture Archivist BETSY BOYCE, 
assisted by ADELE DIBBEN and a few other volunteers, has 
arranged an index to the people pictured in the photos 
and begun subject and geographical indexes. A workshop 
last Saturday identified future needs and directions.
We need volunteers to complete the new numbering system 
for the collection [not a complicated task] and to 
assist in further indexing [a more complicated task but 
a very delightful one for persons wishing to learn more 
about the people and parts of Hastings County}. If YOU 
can help out, call BETSY BOYCE at 966-5475 TODAY.

17. The mail bag brings several appeals for help. One of 
the most interesting comes from MARGARET MeBURNEY and 
MARY BYERS, the authors of Homesteads. Margaret writes 
that "being gluttons for punishment" they 'are embarking 
on a new project - a study of early inns and taverns in 
Ontario." Margaret and Mary expect that this book will 
be ready for the public in ’86. They wonder if our 
readers can suggest any buildings in the Belleville area 
which served originally as inns or taverns during the 
stagecoach era. Margaret can be reached by letter at
18 Weyboume Crescent, Toronto, M4N 2R3.

13. Margaret and Mary have been writing monthly articles for 
the Globe and Mail and some of the articles relate to the 
Belleville area. A recent one dealt with women suen as 
Fanny Hutton, the wife of William Hutton, first warden of 
the Victoria District (as Hastings County was known in the 
1840's). The March one may deal with the O'Hare House in 
Belleville. The articles appear on the second Thursday of 
the month and Margaret has offered to send along a copy 
to the Society. Thanks, Margaret.
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19. In June of 1984 Bayview Public School in east-end. 
Belleville will close its doors for the last time.
A school committee is actively compiling a history of 
this school over its 111 years, and is seeking infor
mation on the school's past, its teachers, distinguished 
students, and special events. If you can help, please 
give BERNARD WRIGHT, the school principal, a phone call. 
School authorities want this to be a year that everyone 
associated with Bayview can remember in a positive way. 
Incidentally, hats off to the school community for its 
attractive logo.

1984
anniversary

20. W. STEWART MURRAY, Senior Planner for the City of Belle
ville ,has contacted the Society seeking historical names 
associated with the City that would be suitable for use 
for street-naming purposes. ELAINE PRESTON has sent in 
several suggestions; however, additional names are needed 
for future use. Members are asked to submit their ideas 
either to Elaine (in care of the Society) or to Mr. Murray 
at City Hall. It would be most helpful if each name 
could be accompanied by a brief note outlining the 
historical significance of the name. In addition to the 
names of historically important citizens, the list might 
include historic place names associated with the City o? 
specific points of interest in the City, [If you're 
wondering how Belleville's present streets received their 
names, remember JUDIE PREECE's excellent book "What's in
a Name?", published by Mika Publishing.

21. Speaking of street names, 
have you ever t 
time to compare 
street names 
from the 
1874 
Bird's- 
Eye View 
Belleville 
map with the 
current names?
It's a good 
exercise for 
and students, 
can still be purchased.



22. More news on the Dafoe Family Reunion scheduled for 
Kingston from August 9th to 12tn this year. ELEANOR 
CARLETON MOULT of Scarborough sends along an outline 
of the reunion.of the Dafoe/Defoe Family, noting that 
there are at least 15,000 living descendants of the 
original Dafoes [the five sons and two daugnters of 
John Ernest Dafoe, 1726-1784, and his brother Abraham 
and family] who arrived in Fredericksburgh from Vermont 
and New York State after the American Revolution.
Eleanor notes that the local telephone directory alone 
lists 82 Dafoes. As background 
would appreciate information 
on the Dafoe House (on the 
site of the Hotel Quinte),
Zenas Dafoe, the Dafoe House 
(pictured at right from the 
first volume of Belleville 's 
Heritage (1978), Dafoe 
Street, etc. Information can 
be sent to Eleanor Carleton 
Moult at 20 Greencrest Circuit,
No. 209, Scarborough, Ontario,
MIG 1B8. Another active 
worker with respect to the 
Dafoe Reunion is EARLE ELLIOTT 
of Belleville. To quote the 
last lines in the interesting 
letter from Eleanor, "Dafoes 
went everywhere in Hastings 
County].' Plaque at Comber- 
mere 2i" She promises to keep 
us posted further as the time 
for the reunion draws nearer.

23. The COBOURG AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY is to be 
congratulated on the publication of Historical Review 2 
a 70-page booklet outlining the programmes and activities 
of the Society during 1982-83. PETER GREATHEAD has done 
an excellent job of editing. For example, I greatly 
enjoyed seeing the account of "The Ties that Link the 
Cobourg and Belleville Areas", a talk that I delivered
to their Society in September/82. This 10-page account 
captures the ideas I presented orally in good written 
form. These booklets are one of the Cobourg Society's 
outstanding achievements.

24. The publication of Volume V of the Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography by the University of Toronto Press sheds new 
light on several people associated with our early history 
The mystery speaker on February 20th is expected to refer 
to some of this "nevf information from the dictionary, 
including reference to James McNabb, killed in the 
Rebellion of 1837.

25. A further clue on the speaker for the 20th . . .
He/she is the spouse of the wife of the writer of OUTLOOK. 
That should make the speaker's identity crystal clear.

for the event, she

DAFOE HOUSE 
44 Great Saint James Street
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26. Your Society will be having a great meeting on HERITAGE 
DAY, the 20th. But hats off to the Lennox and Addington 
County Museum at Napanee for arranging a full program 
entitled "An Archive Never Forgets . . . Save Our Heritage" 
or "The Paper Elephant Day", also on February 20th.

Lt/}
The^museum will provide an opportunity for businesses, 
organizations, institutions, and private citizens to 
learn more about the potential of their own records. 
Speakers will provide specific advice on what to keep, 
how to keep it, and what to do with it when storage is 
no longer expedient. In addition, the Museum will be 
demonstrating the use of its Micom mini-computer for 
records management and archival indexing. There is no 
charge for this conference, but space is limited, so 
interested people must register in advance. Contact the 
museum at 354-3027 for information or ssk Pat Bennett 
or Gerry Boyce for a look at the program and registration 
forms. Several of our members expect to attend and share 
transportation. Incidentally, speakers will include 
Shirley Spragge of the Kingston General Hospital Archives; 
Glenn Lucas, Archivist of the United Church of Canada;
Lome St. Croix of the Ontario Heritage Foundation;
Neil Forsyth and Doug Whyte of the Public Archives of 
Canada; David Rudkin, Archivist of the University of 
Toronto, and several others. It's a star-studded cast.

27. Local citizens interested in archaeology will be pleased 
to learn that the Cataraqui Archaeological Research 
Foundation has been set up in the Kingston area to 
"promote the recognition, investigation and preservation 
of archaeological resources within the Kingston area". 
Information on programs and memberships are available
by contacting the Foundation at Abramsky Hall, Room 103, 
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, K7L 3N6.

28. We are eagerly awaiting receipt of "Heritage Years", 
the full-scale history of the Stirling area, and the 
new history of Ivanhoe. It is encouraging to see the 
activity among groups publishing local histories.

29. A reminder that OUTLMK is a vehicle for communication 
for all local historical activities. We welcome material 
for publication, especially items that are brief and to 
the point. They should reach the editor no later than 
the fourth Tuesday of each month, since most issues are 
"put to bed" by the first of the month. Let's hear news 
from historical groups, schools, and individuals through
out the area,

30. It was good to hear from Mrs. W.J. CROVER of Campbellford.
A native of Deseronto, she writes to say how much she is 
enjoying "Lost Horizon" by Don Wilson.

31. A further clue to the mystery speaker on the 20th . . . 
He/she has spoken on the dedication of plaques honouring 
Actinolite and the Hastings Road.

32. FEBRUARY is MEMBERSHIP MONTH. Please check the final page.

Hope to see you on the 20th for "the speaker who requires 
no introduction" and will get none.
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33. WHAT IS YOURHI-Q? (HISTORY QUOTIENT)

Identify these pictures and return this sheet with the 
answers to the Society at P.0. Box 1418, Belleville, 
before the February 20th meeting, to be eligible for 
a book prize, fort He sheef H  He.

a.nJL o j -  T&r-ra Se*iA i ■tki/ eji
7-



PLEASE RETURN THIS ENTIRE PAGE, INCLUDING THE MAILING LABEL

AN INVITATION to readers to renew their membership during our Membership 
Month - February.

Readers will find the appropriate category checked below:

As a member of the Society in ‘83 who has not yet renewed for '8^, 
your fees are due now. Please complete the renewal slip ("A") and 
bring it to the meeting on February 20 or mail it in with the fees. 
As a Life or Honorary Member of the Society, no further fees are 
required. However, several life members have suggested that they 
would like to make donations to the Society. If you would like to 
help in this way, please use the donation slip ("B").

As a reader of a school copy, no fees are required. However, we 
encourage teachers to take out individual memberships to support 
the Society. If you are interested, please use form "A" below.
As a W.I. rep, whose year runs from September to August, no fees 
are necessary until September/8t

(A) YES, I (we) would like to support the Hastings County Historical Society 
through membership in 198-9- I understand that this membership entitles 
me to: nine issues of OUTLMK

admission to Society"meetings 
discounts on publications of the Society
free admission to the Hastings County Museum (on presentation 

of my Society membership card) 
ten per cent discount on materials purchased at the Museum

□ 2 -

□ • 

□ '

I (we) am (are) enclosing the membership fee of . . .  . dollars for 
the following type of membership: (Please check one type)

TYPE SINGLE FAMILY

REGULAR $ 7. ' $10.

SENIOR
CITIZEN $ 5. $ 7.

STUDENT $ 5. XX

XXXXXXXX
L

B. YES, I (we) would like to assist the Society by donating .......  dollars.
Please send a receipt for Income Tax purposes.

More important messages 
and news of interest 
from the executive of 
the HASTINGS COUNTY 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario

who remind you that 
HERITAGE DAY is FEBRUARY

/Heritages' i Mt’Day 1 Tete du 
\  TatrimoinOj

for the enlightenment 
edification 
education, and 
enjoyment of


