
The History of Hastings County’s Municipalities

The County of Hastings
Hastings is the second largest county 
in Ontario, almost 160 km from the 
Bay of Quinte to Algonquin Park. Its 
cities and best farm lands are in the 
southern Great Lakes-St. Lawrence 
lowlands. The ancient rock of the 
Canadian Shield underlies 
its northern parts, with 
forests, lakes, minerals, 
and excellent vacation 
properties.
The first boundaries of 
Hastings County were 
established 1792 by 
Lieutenant-Governor John 
Graves Simcoe. The 
southern boundary was 
the Bay of Quinte, the 
eastern boundary was 
Lennox County and the 
western boundary ran 
from the Trent River to the 
Ottawa River, in a 
triangular shape. The 
County consisted of 
Sidney, Thurlow, Rawdon, 
Huntingdon and 
Hungerford townships as 
well as the Mohawk Tract. 
Three new townships; 
Elzevir, Madoc and 
Marmora were added in 
1821, the same year as 
the first Hastings County 
fair, held in Belleville.
Agriculture was the most 
important industry in 
Hastings County at this 
time, but with the Marmora 
Iron Works approaching its 
peak production then, 
mining as well as logging 
played an increasingly 
important role in the area's 
economy.
Hastings County achieved 
the status of a separate 

district in 1837, with Belleville as the 
District Town.
From 1839 until 1849, Hastings 
County was renamed Victoria District 
after Queen Victoria. By 1841 the 
district had access to local courts but 

no local government 
was in place until 1842, 
when the Victoria 
District's first council 
met under warden 
William Hutton. During 
much of this time roads 
and bridges were the 
most important issues 
the council dealt with.
By 1850 the Hastings 
County Council was 
also interested in 
education and the 
building of the railroad. 
On October 27, 1856 
the first railroad train 
arrived in Belleville and 
by 1864 around 100 
people were employed 
by the railroad. 
In August 1866, 
discovery of gold at 
Eldorado, near Madoc, 
caused great 
excitement and people 
flooded to the area from 
all over North America. 
The railroads and 170 
miles (270 km) of good 
gravel roads opened 
these areas to 
settlement by 1880. 
In 1911, Hastings 
County was the first in 
the province to appoint 
a reforestation 
committee, which was 
instrumental in passing 
laws around county 
forests.
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Town of Bancroft

Bridge Street East in Bancroft looking east across the railway crossing and river at St. Paul's United Church and the 
Community Hall, c1905-after the hydro poles were put up in 1901 but before the 1906 fire. (HC03002 detail)

Once a centre for logging, trapping and 
mining, Bancroft experienced a boom in the 
1950s and 1960s from uranium mining in the 
area. The Madawaska Mine closed in 1982 
but Bancroft’s annual Rockhound Gemboree 
remains Canada’s largest gem and mineral 
show.

The Benjamin tailor shop in Bancroft 
c1915. (HCHS negative Bangor 1 detail)

The Bangor-Maynooth Stage, June 1906. Driver Carswell; passengers; 
John Spence and wife, Road Superintendent Charles McConnell and 
Philip Ryan. The distance was 15 miles and travel took 2% hours. 
Bangor and York Mills were earlier names for Bancroft.
(HCHS negative Bangor 8 detail)
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Town of Deseronto

Main Street and Post office Deseronto c1900 (HC07639)

Deseronto is the most easterly 
municipality of Hastings County. 
It was a centre of industry related 
to timber and mineral resources 
until the 1930s.
Formerly known as Mill Point, it 
was renamed Deseronto in 1881 
in honour of the Mohawk chief 
Captain John Deserontyon, who 
had led the first Mohawk and 
other loyalist settlers to the area 
following the American 
Revolution.

By the 1890s over 3,000 people lived in 
Deseronto, many of them employed in 
the Rathbun Company’s businesses.

Letterhead and stamp from Rathbun Company 
correspondence. (HCHS file 3074)

Extract from the Diagram of the Proposed Outlines for 
Incorporation as the Village of Mill Point in 1871 (HCHS file 3078)

In addition to the company’s extensive lumbering operations, the Rathbuns also operated various 
factories, a shipyard, railway car yard, a flour mill, gas works and chemical works in Deseronto. 
The Rathbun firm paid almost half the municipal taxes. The town cemetery, concert hall, park, and 
church lands were all donated by the Rathbun family; the streetlights, fire department, band, 
newspaper, and telephone system were also provided by the company.

The Royal Flying 
Corps operated two 
training schools for 
pilots in the area 
during World War I 
(Camp Mohawk and 
Camp Rathbun). 
Crashes were a 
regular sight.

A crashed Curtiss JN4 “Jenny”, June 1917. (HCHS negative Deseronto 7 detail)
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Municipality of Centre Hastings

William B. Tanner’s trading wagon 
in the 1890s. (HC01961 detail)

Mrs. Martin Mills in 1917. The Mills 
were the first known European settler 
family in Fuller, about 1880. (HCHS 
negative Huntingdon 7)

Two views of Madoc at the corner of St. 
Lawrence and Durham streets.
A.F. Wood’s store and the North American 
Hotel, c1875. Wood was the Warden of 
Hastings County.
(HC02104 and HC02083 detail)

The Municipality of Centre Hastings was formed in 
1998 through the amalgamation of Huntingdon 
Township with the Village of Madoc.
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Municipality of Hastings Highlands

Looking east along the Peterson 
Road (now Highway 62) in 
Maynooth, c1910.
The Metropolitan Bank, 
Buckley’s General Store and 
Smith's Hotel are on the left; the 
Arlington Hotel is the white 
building on the centre right.
The Madawaska Art Shop now 
occupies the Bank and General 
Store buildings. (HCHS negative 
Monteagle 11)

Hastings Highlands was incorporated in 
2001 through the amalgamation of the 
former townships of Bangor, Wicklow 
and McClure, Herschel and Monteagle. 
Maynooth is its administrative and 
commercial centre.

Mr. and Mrs. George Cowan and family, 
c1910. The Cowans were a pioneer family in 
Bell Rapids. (HCHS negative Bangor 17)



The History of Hastings County’s Municipalities

Township of Carlow/Mayo

The Boulter general store in 1908. (HCHS negative Carlow 12 detail)

The economy in Carlow and 
Mayo was historically based 
on timber and mining. The 
Little Mississippi and York 
Rivers were used to 
transport logs out of the 
forests. Over half of the land 
in the region is still 
designated crown land.

Picnic day in McArthur's Mills c1895. The wooden Ferris 
wheel was made by Archie McArthur. (HCHS negative 
Mayo 6 detail)

Horse powered threshing at Simon Bronson’s Farm in 
Mayo Township c1900. (HCHS negative Mayo 1 repaired 
detail)

In 1876 corundum was discovered in Carlow Township and the Canada Corundum Company 
started mining operations in 1900. It soon became the world's largest corundum producer. In 1913 
a fire destroyed the mill and by 1921 the local settlement of Craigmont was a ghost town

The Corundum Mill in 
Craigmont, c1910. 
(HCHS negative 
Bangor 8 detail)
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Township of Faraday
The Township of Faraday became part of Hastings County in 1858. 
It was first surveyed in 1869-1870, when the Hastings Directory lists 
thirty male house holders of voting age resident in the township. 
Lots on the Hastings Road were “grant free” to any person who 
would take possession within six months and remain a bona fide 
resident for two years, clearing 10 acres in 100 and building a 
suitable house at least 16 feet by 20 feet.
Additional Crown land could be purchased 
for 700 an acre cash or for $1 and 250 
down and the remainder in four annual 
installments.
The first Township Council meeting was 
held on the 19th of January 1891. A.C. 
Barker was appointed as Clerk at a salary 
of $38 a year.

Faraday Township includes the communities of Bow Lake, Faraday, 
Monck Road, and Paudash; its population in 2011 was 1,468.

(Historic information and documents from HCHS files 1278-09 and 1289-10)

iiownship of Limerick
The Townships of Limerick, Tudor and Wollaston Townships 
became a union municipality in 1863. A petition to separate 
Limerick and Wollaston townships in 1868 (left) was 
unsuccessful as the County Committee found “there are not a 
sufficient number of Petitioners to entitle them or warrant the 
Council to separate said townships from Tudor.”

HCHS file 1818-1

Cashel joined this union in 1869 and Wollaston separated in 
1880.
Independence was achieved in 1886 
when Limerick became a separate 
municipality, with P.P. Clark as the first 
reeve and James Ham as the first clerk. 
It operated under the Rules of Order 
shown on the right.
The township is heavily forested, as is 
the shoreline of the Limerick Lake, the 
main industry in the township being

RULES OF ORDER

To bo Observed at the Meetings

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

of the

Township of Limerick

forestry and logging.
The township includes the communities of Martins Landing, Ormsby, St. Ola and Steenburg Lake. 
Its population in 2011 was 352, with an additional 1000 seasonal residents in the summer.

(Historic information and documents from HCHS files 1818 and 1815)
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Township of Madoc

Mills and ironworks gave initial 
stimulus to the community of 
Madoc. Nearby Eldorado became 
the site of Ontario's first gold rush 
following the discovery of gold- 
bearing quartz in 1866.
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Municipality of Marmora and Lake

Mining has played an important role in the 
development of the area and Marmora 
was named from the Latin for marble.
Iron ores were found there before 1820 
and the Marmora Iron Works was 
flourishing by 1822. Gold and silver were 
mined at nearby Cordova Mines. Other 
minerals extracted from township mines 
include copper, lead, and lithographic 
limestone, and a plant still processes talc 
and dolomite.

The first large bridge across the Crowe River to the village of 
Marmora c1890. (HCHS negative Marmora 8 detail)

The first train into Marmora (Wolf) station, c1896. 
(HCHS negative Marmora 8 detail)

The current municipality was 
formed in 2001 through an 
amalgamation of the Village of 
Marmora and the Township of 
Marmora and Lake.

Deloro Smelting and Refining Company Ltd. site, c1912. (HCHS negative Deloro 2)
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Township of Stirling-Rawdon

The Township of Stirling-Rawdon 
was formed in 1858 through the 
amalgamation of Rawdon Township 
with the Village of Stirling.
The community of Bonarlaw is 
named for the Canadian born British 
Prime Minister Andrew Bonar Law. It 
was formerly known as Big Springs 
and then Bellview before being given 
its current name.

The Stirling Fire Brigade dressed 
for a parade, c1910. (HC03316)

View of Main Street North in 
Springbrook, 1901. (HCHS 
negative Springbrook 14 detail)

Main street in Stirling, c1914. The 
store of C.W. Anderson is on the 
right side. (HC03314 detail)

The “Bonarlaw diamond”, where the Canadian Pacific Havelock line 
crossed the Canadian National Maynooth line at grade. The abandoned 
Maynooth line was converted to a recreational trail. CP Ottawa-Toronto 
trains called at Bonarlaw station until 1964. (HC03089)
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Township of Tudor and Cashel
The township consists of two non-contiguous 
portions, separated by Limerick township 
and the northernmost portion of Tweed. 
Communities in the township include 
Gilmour and Gunter. Glanmire, Millbridge 
and Millbridge Station are now ghost towns.

Cheese factory at Gunter, c1899. 
(HCHS negative Gunter 1)

C.N.R. Station at Gilmour, c1912. Pictured left to 
right Arthur Maybee, trainman; M.K. Baker, agent;
Samuel Greenlee, section foreman and Harry Rickett. (HCHS negative Gilmour 6 detail)

A view of Gilmour 1909. McMurray’s general store can be seen in the centre left. The brick building (centre right), 
once a hotel, and the sawmill were owned by the Sprackett family for several generations. Large stacks of what appear 
to be sawn lumber are visible on the extreme centre right. (HCHS negative Gilmour 9 detail)
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Municipality of Tweed

Bay of Quinte Railway bridge over the west branch of 
the Moira River at Tweed. The post card is franked 
August 1908. (HCHS negative Tweed & Area 2)

Bay of Quinte Railway engine #5 in 
Tweed station in 1908. (HC02403)

The Canadian Pacific Railway's Havelock 
Subdivision passed through Tweed from 
the 1880s until the line was abandoned 
in 1987.
The Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec 
Railway, later the Bay of Quinte Railway, 
had a spur from Tamworth to Tweed. The 
Tweed-Yarker and Tweed-Bannockburn 
segments were abandoned by 1941.
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Township of Tyendinaga
Tyendinaga takes its name 
from a variant spelling of 
Mohawk leader Joseph 
Brant's traditional name, 
Thayendanegea.

Picture postcard of Lonsdale 
showing Lazier’s woollen and grist 
mills on the Salmon River c1910. 
(HC07848 detail)

Cutting wood using a steam tractor for 
power at the back of Lome Hotel, 
Shannonville c1890. (HC04287 detail)

The township comprises the communities of 
Albert, Blessington, Chisholms Mills, 
Ebenezer, Halston, Kingsford, Lonsdale, 
Lonsdale Station, Melrose, Marysville, 
Milltown, Myrehall, Naphan, Read and 
Shannonville.

Stone house built by Captain Davis in
Marysville, c1830. Captain Davis also built a 
sawmill south of the house on Fisher Creek. 
(HC02259 detail)

Cheese factory at Melrose c1920. 
(HC01579 detail, Library and Archives 
Canada, photograph by William James 
Topley)
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Township of Wollaston

Established in 1858, Wollaston Township 
was united with Limerick and Tudor from 
1863 to 1880.
Farming was encouraged after 
construction of the Hastings Colonization 
Road in 1858.
William Coe of Madoc found iron ore 
deposits in the area about 1881, but these 
proved to be low grade ore. Logging 
became an important industry, with Coe 
Hill serving as a shipping centre for the 
giant Rathbun Lumber Company.
Henry Bird was the first settler on Ridge 
Road near Coe Hill. The Archives has a 
series of photographs donated by Joyce 
Waterhouse showing the activities of his 
son Andrew Bird.

Andrew Bird’s shanty, where he lived 
when he was in the bush. (HC05644)

Andrew Bird with a 
threshing crew c1900. 
(HC05648)
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City of Belleville
The separated municipality of Belleville, located 
at the mouth of the Moira River on the Bay of 
Quinte, is the administrative seat of Hastings 
County. The area was used by the Mississauga 
First Nation peoples before it was settled by 
United Empire Loyalists in the late 1700s. A 
town plot was laid out in 1816 and the name 
Belleville was adopted.
Belleville's beautiful High Victorian Gothic 
Revival style city hall was built in 1873 to house 
the public market and administrative offices. Its 
tower stands 185 feet above street level. This 
building won a Landmark Designation award by 
the Ontario Association of Architects in 2015.
Belleville was incorporated as a Police Village in 
1836 and shipping records suggest it was one 
of the busiest ports in Upper Canada.
In 1849 Belleville became an incorporated town 
and in 1878 a City. In 1998, it amalgamated with 
the Township of Thurlow to form an expanded 
City of Belleville that now includes the 
communities of Cannifton, Corbyville (former 
home of the Corby Distillery), Foxboro, 
Plainfield, Latta and Point Anne.

Foxboro c1936 (HC06332)

Market Building and City Hall c1910 
(HCHS negative B27 restored)

Belleville has always been an 
important regional centre for 
shopping and business. As in 
many small urban centres, 
manufacturing and industry 
remain important but have 
declined since the busy days of 
the early twentieth century.

Canada Cement Plant #5 in Point 
Ann in 1917. (Vern Whalen fonds)

Belleville became a key railway junction with the completion of the Grand Trunk Railway and for the 
next hundred years Belleville was a ‘Tailway town” with three large round houses north of Station 
Street. The picture below, taken at Belleville’s 1964 “railway week" shows six of the engines that 
would have been familiar to the locals. (HC05272 detail)
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City of Quinte West
The separated municipality of Quinte 
West was formed through the 
amalgamation of the City of Trenton, 
the Village of Frankford and the 
townships of Murray and Sidney in 
1998. Trenton is the largest community 
and serves as the administrative and 
commercial centre.
Trenton was the movie capital of 
Canada in the 1920s - sometimes 
called “Hollywood North.” The Ontario 
government’s Motion Picture Bureau 
produced thousands of educational 
films there. Canada’s first feature film, 
the World War I drama Carry on

The Trenton Post Office with clocktower looking east on Dundas
Street (Highway 2) c1910. (HCHS negative Trenton 23)

Sergeant was made in Trenton in 1927.

(Harry Stinson fonds)

CFB Trenton is 
Canada’s 
largest air base 
and the largest 
employer in 
Quinte West. It 
serves as the 
the hub for 
RCAF air 
transport 
operations,
providing strategic CFB Trenton in July 1933. (HC0452A detail)

and tactical airlift, search and rescue, and support to RCAF 
operational units.

Trenton is located on the Bay of Quinte at the mouth of the Trent River. This important waterway 
was used by First Nations peoples and by European explorers such as Champlain (1615) and La 
Salle (1672). It continues to be a popular route for recreational boating.

Passengers boarding the steamer Niagara on the Murray Canal at Twelve O'clock Point c1890. (HC2708 detail)
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