
One of the largest collections in the Community Archives is the 

series of negatives produced by staff members of The Intelligencer, 

Belleville’s daily newspaper. The negatives range in date from the 

1950s to 2001 and were donated to the Hastings County Historical 

Society in 2008. The series is not complete, but it is extensive, and 

the negatives often contain images that were not published in the 

newspaper, making these an interesting and valuable resource. 

On 25th Janaury 1960 The Ontario Intelligencer covered the 

closure of Belleville’s old Post Office, on the southwest corner of 

Pinnacle and Bridge streets. The building, which had opened to the 

public in 1883, was being replaced by a new Federal building on 

the southeast corner of Pinnacle and Station streets. 

A comparison of the photographs that were published in the paper with 

the negatives held in the Archives, shows that even in 1960 there was 

some photo-manipulation going on. The picture on the left here shows 

Postmaster Albert Clare closing up the old Post Office for the last time, 

while the image taken from original negative, below, reveals that he was 

standing next to Assistant 

Postmaster John H. Smith when he 

did this. The negative was 

combined with another one in order 

to show the sign above the door, 

and to remove Mr. Smith from the 

picture completely! 
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CABHC: Newspaper 

clipping from HCHS 

TR/515 



 

2017-06 Scrapbooks and 

correspondence relating to Moira 

School, Moira, 1900-2004 

2017-07 By-laws for the County of 

Hastings, 1850-1932 

2017-08 Maureen Phillips collection, 

1940-1981 

2017-09 Microfiche of Archives of 

Ontario UEL and Land Records 

2017-10 Photograph of Belleville 

City Council and staff, 1887  

2017-11 Quinte Secondary School 

yearbooks, 1976-2007 

2017-12 Belleville General Hospital 

digital images, 1879-1890 

2017-13 Newton Thompson 

collection, 1905-1965 

2017-14 Digital image of 153 

Victoria Avenue, c.1977 

 

February 2017 marks the 100th 

anniversary of the reading of the Bill 

which granted the vote to white women in Ontario. John 

Wesley Johnson, the Conservative MPP for West 

Hastings, was the man who introduced the bill to the 

Ontario Legislature, and this month our display looks at 

Johnson’s life and his role in this milestone moment.
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The Community Archives had a part to play in the 

recent renovation of the foyer of Belleville’s City Hall. 

We  provided historical images to help the architects 

create a welcoming space. 

CABHC: 2017-14, J. W. Johnson’s 

house, 153 Victoria Avenue, 

Belleville, c.1977 

CABHC: 

Photograph of J. 

W. Johnson from 

Ontario Business 

College catalogue, 

1916-17 

CABHC: Headline from 

the Daily Ontario 

newspaper, 16 Feb 1917 

CABHC: HC 515 City 

Hall, Belleville, 

early 1900s 

CABHC: Bird’s Eye 

view of Belleville 

by Charles Shober 

and Co., 1874 


