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Students of St. Theresa Catholic High School’s Renaissance  
Society ~ “To Remember, To Understand, To Know” 

Students of St. Theresa Catholic High School’s Renaissance Society 
were on hand at the HCHS June meeting with a variety of historical 
artifacts that generated a great deal of interest among their audi-
ence. The students from left to right are: Carson Murphy, Elizabeth 
Gunsinger, Krissa Donahue, Joe Stafford (teacher), Shauna Fraser, 

Samira Hriech and Brent Kleinsteuber. Among the artifacts are a 
1903 Edison Home Phonograph, a Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee  
napkin ring and an early 20th century Prince Edward County school 
bell. The  newspaper is a 1919 edition of the weekly Ottawa Farm 
Journal, subscription one dollar fifty per year. Photo by Doug Knutson 

Why Are Not More Young 
People Interested In History? 
 

What does heritage mean to you? 
This was the question the St. 
Theresa Catholic High School’s his-
tory club, named The Renaissance 
Society, put to over a hundred fellow 

students. Most replied that it was 
interesting but that it did not have a 
lot of significance for them. Visiting 
museums, for example, was not a 
priority. 
   The Society’s objective is for its 
members to share their appreciation 
for history with their school and the 

community. Currently there are about 
twenty-five regular members and 
their motto is “To Remember, To 
Understand, To Know.” 
  In trying to answer the question why 
young people are not generally inter-
ested in history it was suggested that  
Cont’d. on page 4 
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Canadian Historian & Author 
Charlotte Gray is Guest Speaker 
For HCHS Fall Banquet 

      Charlotte Gray 

writing a regular column on na-
tional politics for Saturday Night 
and appearing regularly on radio 
and television discussion panels. 
She has also written for Chatelaine, 
The Globe and Mail, the National 
Post and the Ottawa Citizen.  
   Gray is an adjunct research pro-
fessor in the Department of History 
at Carleton University, and holds 
honorary degrees from Mount Saint 
Vincent University in Halifax, the 
University of Ottawa and Queen’s 
University. In 2003, she was 
awarded the UBC Medal for Biog-
raphy, and the Pierre Burton Prize 
for distinguished achievement in 
popularizing and promoting Cana-
dian history.  She has won or been 
nominated for most of the major  

non-fiction awards in Canada. 
In 2004 she served on the jury 
for the prestigious Scotiabank 
Giller Prize. In 2007, she was 
made a Member of the Order of 
Canada. 
   In 2004 she appeared on the 
CBC Television series The 
Greatest Canadian advocating 
for Sir John A. Macdonald. 
   Gray lives in Edinburgh, a 
community in Ottawa. She is 
married to George Anderson, 
the president of an organization 
called Forum of Federations, 
and former Deputy Minister of 
Natural Resources Canada and 
before that of Intergovernmen-
tal Affairs. They have three  
Cont’d. on page 3 

Charlotte Gray 
is a Canadian 
historian and 
author. Born in 
England and 
educated at Ox-
ford University 
and the London 
School of Eco-
nomics, Gray 
came to Canada 
in 1979. She 
worked for a 
number of years 
as a journalist,  

Gerry Boyce Receives Fred Landon Award From  
The Ontario Historical Society  

Congratulations to Belleville author 
Gerry Boyce for winning the Fred 
Landon Award from the Ontario 
Historical Society for his book 
Belleville: A Popular History. The 
award was presented to Gerry after 
the Ontario Historical Society 
meeting in Toronto on June 13. 
Gerry wore his “Archives Are For-
ever” T-shirt for the event, and was 
pleased to be in the company of 
former lieutenant-governor James 
Bartleman, who was also presented 
with an award for his book Raisin 
Wine: A Boyhood in a Different 
Muskoka. 
   The Fred Landon Award is for 
the best book on regional history in 
the past three years. This is the 
“Triple Crown” win for Gerry, who 
has previously won the Cruikshank 
Gold Medal (distinguished per-
formance on behalf of the OHS) 
and the Carnochan Award (many 
years of service to the heritage 
community) from the OHS.  
   Gerry is seen in this photo relax-
ing with some of his family on the 
veranda of John McKenzie House 
in Toronto, the headquarters of the 
OHS.   Photo by Orland French 
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Canada Day, Eh!  
 

Once again the Archive Angels are arranging a 
CANADA DAY display for the Tom Gavey Pa-
vilion at Zwick’s Island. The display will feature 
display panels, pictures, jigsaw puzzles and the 
famous Canadian Confederation Checkers Chal-
lenge Contest with Canada Day prizes. Addi-
tional volunteers are needed to assist in setting 
up and manning the display for a few hours. If 
you can help please call Gerry Boyce at 613-
968-5023. In addition to the Society’s displays, 
the Friends of Glanmore and Heritage Belleville 
will also be exhibiting at the pavilion.  

A Diamond Rated Bus Tour 

Charlotte Gray   Cont’d from page 2 
 

sons. Ms Gray’s husband was born and raised in Belleville. She is 
also sister-in-law of Denise Stansfield, wife of Dr. James Stans-
field of Belleville. 
   Books by Gray include Sisters in the Wilderness: The Lives of 
Susanna Moodie and Catharine Parr Traill, Flint & Feather: The 
Life and Times of E. Pauline Johnson, Tekahionwake and Alexan-
der Graham Bell. 
 So mark your calendar now for the 2009 banquet with Ms. Grey. 
Saturday, 7 November at the Ramada Inn, Belleville. There 
will be special activities, displays and much more. Once again the 
event will be a total sell-out! Book your tickets  by phoning Dick 
Hughes at 613-961-7772. 

Ontario Historical Society News 
 

   HCHS President Orland French has completed a three year-
term as a director of the OHS. He attended his final meeting 
in Toronto on June 13 in his role as recording secretary. 
   Joe Stafford has been reappointed to another year on the 
board of the OHS. Stafford, a history teacher at St. Theresa 
Catholic High School, directs the school’s dynamic Renais-
sance Society, whose members have made several appear-
ances at the HCHS Society’s banquet and other functions. 

Few people realize there is a tunnel in Prince Edward County 
but we drove through it on our geology tour on June 6. It 
leads from the Essroc cement plant near Picton under High-
way 49 to the company’s large quarry. Since the tunnel ac-
commodates large rock-carrying trucks, our highway coach 
slipped through quite easily. Down in the quarry we went 
hunting for diamonds in a rock formation called kimberlite 
pipe. If anyone found any, they’re not saying. In other places, 
diamonds have been found in similar formations but so far not  

here. Our guide for the Essroc tour was environ-
mental manager Dale Duetta. 
   Forty-five people led by explorer Bill Hunt and 
rockhound “Boulder Bob” Ross learned what lies 
under Prince Edward County. From Young’s Moun-
tain, an outlier of granite north of Mountainview, to 
an esker that snakes along west of Picton, we 
gleaned a geologist’s view of the world. And then 
we stopped at an asparagus farm and loaded up on 
bags of fresh green spears. A delightful lunch was 
served at the Picton Legion. Many thanks to Bill 
Hunt for organizing this outing. 
   Photos: Essroc tour guide Dale Duetta (arms 
folded) explains company operations. The cement 
carrying Essroc ship Stephen B Roman (photo cour-
tesy of Ron Jinks) with (inset) tour passengers. Lois 
Foster and Katharine Mills scramble among the 
rocks in search of diamonds! Bobbi-Jo Morris and 
Beth Green off to explore.   Photos by Orland French 



NEXT MEETING  
 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 
 

Speakers 

Marlene & Joe Sheilds 
 

Topic 
Antique Clothing 

 
Monthly meetings start at 7:30 p.m. and are held 

in the Auditorium of the Quinte Living  
Centre, 370 Front Street, Belleville 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR MATERIAL FOR SEPT. ISSUE OF 
OUTLOOK IS AUGUST 21, 2009 

 

Hastings County Historical Society Directors 
 
President    Orland French 
Vice-President   Dick Hughes 
Treasurer    Mike Shaw 
Secretary    Diane Sule 
Archive Location   Sharon White 
Membership & Outlook Distribution Vera Morton 
Photo Collections Manager  Mary Jane Throop  
Promotion   Bobbi-Jo Morris 
Publicity    Bruce Bedell  
Outlook Editor   Bill Kennedy 
 

HCHS Website   www.hastingshistory.ca 
 

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office 
in Cannifton. Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, ON, 

K0K 2K0. Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, 
May, September, October and November for the friends and members 
of the Hastings County Historical Society. The editor, Bill Kennedy, 

can be reached at 613-962-5991, or email  
<kennedypec@hotmail.com> 
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HCHS MEMBER ADDRESS 

             MIKE SULE 
 

The Society extends its 
sympathy to the family of 
the late Mike Sule. Mike 
was a member of the 
HCHS and an avid collec-
tor of militaria. His wife 
Diane says he began his 
collection sixty years ago 
when his older brothers 
returned home from WWII 
with souvenirs from the 
battlefield.  
   Mike’s speciality was 
military artifacts from the 
late 1800s up to WWII and 
one of his favourite pieces 
was a 1920s helmet from 
the Hastings and Prince 
Edward Regiment. He fre-
quently displayed his col-
lection at the Military Insti-
tute in Toronto and at the 
Mass Band Concert at Roy 
Thomson Hall and carried 
out appraisals and evalua-
tions of militaria  for the 
military museum at the 
University of Toronto. 

Renaissance Society 
Cont’d from page 1 
 

perhaps one way to change this 
was to give the subject better 
advertising. How can you be 
interested in something if you 
don’t know about it? To make 
history interesting to a wider 
audience it needs to be brought 
to life and one way to do this is 
through re-enactments (such as 
the Loyalist Landing being car-
ried out in Adolphustown on 
June 13). During his presenta-
tion to the HCHS Audience, one 
of the students said “Teenagers 
love re-enactments based on 
research.” 
   The Renaissance Society has 
collected one thousand signa-
tures on a petition requesting the 
mandatory teaching of history in 
Grade 12. One of their support-
ers in this endeavour is noted 
Canadian historian and author 
Charlotte Gray. In a letter to the 
Society she said her experience 
tells her that Canadians are hun-
gry to learn about their past. 

                     ARCHIE LAMONT 
 
The Society extends its sympathy  to the family 
of the late Archie Lamont who was a major sup-
porter of the Prince Edward County Historical 
Society and a long time member and supporter of 
the HCHS. Archie, a resident of Picton with his 
wife Clair, wrote a book about his exploits on 
board a Canadian navy ship in the North Atlantic 
during WWII and another book about his wife’s 
family history, the Whattams of Waupoos Island. 
He was also the historian of the Prince Edward 
Yacht Club and responsible for the many histori-
cal photographs that adorn the club’s wall and the 
stories behind them. He and Clair were the co-
founders of the yacht club’s youth sailing school 
that has passed on the joys of learning to sail to 
so many local children since the early seventies, 
one of Archie’s passions. 

~ 
The Society also extends its sympathy to David 
Bentley on the death of his father. David is a long 
time member of our Society, the chair of the 
Quinte Branch of the Architectural Conservancy 
of Ontario, and a major supporter of the Belle-
ville Scout and Guide Museum, Heritage Belle-
ville, and other heritage groups. 
 


