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Kingston Penitentiary Experiences
by Elizabeth Mitchell

Peter Hennessy kept his audi
ence interested through his com
prehensive and well-prepared talk 
on the early history of the King
ston Penitentiary and his descrip
tion of what life in Canada’s first 
penitentiary was like for 
jawbreakers unfortunate enough 
to be sent there. Mr. Hennessy 
was the guest speaker at the regu
lar monthly meeting of the Hast
ings County Historical Society on 
Tuesday, January 20.

The penitentiary was a radical 
new concept in the treatment of 
offenders in the early nineteenth 
century. The founders believed it 
would make a revolutionary 
change in the management of law
breakers. The founding commit
tee of the Kingston Penitentiary, 
composed of Christopher 
Hagerman, John McAuley, and 
Hugh Thompson (later replaced 
by Henry Smith), recommended 
a prison that would not be cruel 
and would not hurt the health of 
the prisoner, but would be so “irk-
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some” that it would affect the life 
of the prisoner for ever after
ward. U.S. penitentiaries were 
based on the idea that silence and 
penitence would lead to remorse 
and the abandonment of a life of 
crime. The committee visited the 
penitentiary in Auburn, New 
York, and liked what they saw. 
£56,000 was budgeted to build 
the Kingston 
P e n i te n t ia ry ,  
which was con
structed by con
vict labour. Secu
rity, economy, 
and reformation 
were the watch
words in the con
struction. The 
radial design had 
a central hub, still 
called “The 
Dome,” with 
four ranges 
around it. The 
cells were like 
mail slots, 
stacked five sto
reys high, and 
they measured 
27 inches wide 
by six feet long.

At its opening in 1835, King
ston Penitentiary had 35 men and 
five women prisoners. Henry 
Smith was the first warden. By 
1860 there were 700 prisoners, 
including a few women and “lu
natics.” Staff at the beginning 
consisted of the warden, deputy- 
warden, clerk, physical surgeon, 
chaplain, and 20 keepers.

Convicts were constantly em
ployed at hard labour except on 
Sunday, Christmas Day, and 
Good Friday. They were forbid
den to communicate with each 
other by words, signs, or writ
ing, and were not allowed to 
sing, dance, or laugh. Corporal

punishment was administered 
for violation of any of the regu
lations. Convicts were supplied 
with “inferior but wholesome 
food.” Cells were furnished with 
a bed frame, two blankets, a Bi
ble (for those who could read), 
and a comb. In cold weather, a 
straw mattress and another blan
ket were provided. The bed was

upended during the day and 
when lowered for the night, 
there was no place to stand in 
the cell except at the end where 
the night pail was.

In 1848, after examination by 
a commission headed by George 
Brown, Henry Smith was dis
missed as warden, for incapac
ity, mismanagement, and cru
elty. Over 6,000 punishments 
had been recorded in 1847, 
which was probably much less 
than the actual number. The dis
missal would not have happened 
without the election of a Reform 
government and the arrival of a 
liberal-minded Governor-Gen

eral.
However, Henry Smith had set 

in motion attitudes that continued 
down into the twentieth century— 
the idea that convicts were a bad 
lot, and deserved every punish
ment meted out.

Smith’s successor was Donald 
Aeneas Macdonnell, a man of 
“puritanical honesty,” but strict

in enforcing the rules. His aim was 
to make the penitentiary economi
cally self-sufficient. Five manu
factures were set up in the peni
tentiary, employing convict la
bour. Contractors paid the war
den Is 6d per day for each con
vict who worked for them, but the 
convicts did not get anything. 
Prisoners not employed in con
tract labour were employed in 
stone quarrying, cutting stone for 
many of the buildings in Kingston 
and the surrounding area.

Macdonnell got rid of the worst 
punishments, and the number of 
punishments decreased greatly 
under his regime.

Celebrate!
Heritage Day

with a special meeting of the
Hastings County 
Historical Society

Monday, February, 16
Auditorium Quinte Living Centre,

370 Front Street, Belleville 
Events get under way at 7:30 p.m. 

Guest speaker: 
William Joseph Lloyd 

Topic:
“The Telegraph Service 

and the Railroad”

This is an aerial view of Kingston Penitentiary taken before the south portion was 
extended. From the photograph collection o f Lewis Zandbergen
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From the editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
Early Photography in Kingston

written by Jennifer McKendry
Few people realize that photog

raphy has a long and respected 
history in Canada. A lthough 
France may have been the cra
dle of the photographic method, 
Canada was quick to take inter
est in the new science of captur
ing images on film. By 1841 
Kingston would boast the serv
ices of Ramsay and Ford who 
had set up their studio in a tent 
just outside Kingston City Hall. 
By 1850 an Am erican 
daguerreotypist, Henry Sheldon, 
had set up his firm Sheldon and 
Davis; this firm  survived the 
transitions in the photographic 
methods and was a community 
fixture until the early years of 
the 20th century.

Jennifer McKendry’s updated 
version of her earlier work is 
filled with the kind information 
historians lust after; there are 
countless hints which could lead 
to further research not only in 
the photographic medium but 
also other branches of histori
cal study.

Highlighted with just enough 
photographic and narrative in

formation to make the reader 
aware of the long history of 
photography in the southeast
ern Ontario area, the book is 
neither tedious nor overly sim
ple and methods from the da
guerreotype to the paper prints 
are made easily understand
able.

A large list of photographers

who had offices in Kingston 
and area is augmented by a list 
of photographers from the area 
between Gananoque in the east 
and Belleville in the west; one 
is not surprised to learn that 
photography was often a fam
ily affair and that there were 
a number of women in the 
business as well. The inclusion

of S tirling photographer 
Thomas A. Eggleton was also 
gratifying. Small communities 
very often did enjoy the services 
of photographers.

Jennifer McKendry’s second 
edition of Early Photography in 
Kingston is available from Ms. 
McKendry at 1 Baiden Street, 
Kingston, Ontario K7M 2J7.

Creating Bay of Quinte Country
If you asked a visitor to the area 

what makes Quinte unique and 
interesting from a tourist’s per
spective what would they say? 
Chances are they would tell you 
about Sandbanks Provincial 
Park, or fishing and boating, or 
other great outdoor recreation 
experiences they have enjoyed.

But, would the average visitor 
(or potential visitor) be just as 
aware and excited about 
Quinte’s unique culture and 
heritage experiences?

Would they tell you about the 
area’s great festivals, perform
ing arts, museums or Loyalist 
heritage sites? How can we raise

the profile of our culture and her
itage offerings so that they be
come part of the “tourism 
branding” image of Quinte?

That’s one of the objectives of 
a “forum for co-operatively de
veloping sustainable tourism” in 
the area.

For the past few months, peo
ple from communities and or
ganizations throughout Quinte 
have been working together to 
identify ways and means of im
proving tourism.

One specific outcome is the 
planned installation of two new, 
large, full colour tourism signs 
on Highway 401 that will tell

visitors “You’re in Bay of Quinte 
Country.”

Creating Bay of Quinte Coun
try is an ongoing process that en
courages grassroots participation. 
Creating Bay of Quinte Country 
is about building on our unique 
assets and resources (arts, herit
age, recreational ...) in order to 
develop a recognizable, year- 
round tourist destination.

If you have any questions or 
ideas to share about the develop
ment of Bay of Quinte Country 
please call Lou O’Hara of the 
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture 
and Recreation at 1-800-461- 
7629.

It’s really, really time to renew!
Your society’s depending on you!

Have you renewed your membership for the coming year? If not, the Society would appreciate receipt of 
your membership renewal as soon as possible. New members are also welcome. Please complete this 
form and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to:

The Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual $15.00 Life Member $150.00
Family $20.00 Corporate Sponsor $50.00
Senior/Student $10.00 Women’s Institute/
Senior Family $15.00 Organization $15.00

I also enclose a donation of $ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts fo r  Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.



A Beaver and a Horse Ram
pant - Crests, flags and badges 
are changing in some new mu
nicipalities. In December the 
Quinte West Transition Board 
approved emblems and motto. 
The em blem s represent the 
four un iting m unicipalities 
(Trenton, Sidney Township, 
Frankford and Murray Town
ship), as well as the Bay of 
Quinte and the Trent River. 
Four crow ns represen t the 
L oyalists’ role in the area’s 
founding. The colours (red, 
w hite and blue) are “T radi
tional and patriotic.” The motto 
above the crest is “For us a new 
Destiny.” “Striving toward a 
m agnificent future” appears 
below. The issue raised some 
eyebrows when the Transition 
B oard in troduced  and ap
proved the emblems shortly 
before 2 a.m. following an in
tensive seven-hour meeting on 
policing. Some members of the 
1998 council were unaware of 
the proposals until that time 
and felt there should have been 
public input. Are other “new” 
m unicipalities follow ing 
Quinte W est’s lead? Let me 
know at (613) 968-5023. 
“The best steaks in town” - 
This is the sign over the Cozy 
Grill near the “Four Corners” 
in downtown Belleville. Art
ist William (Bill) McGee has 
captured the facade of this her
itage building in his “Historic 
Belleville Rediscovered” 1998 
calendar. Produced in limited 
quantity, it’s an attractive cal
endar, with imaginative draw
ings of heritage buildings and 
scenes. Such captions as “Old, 
m ysterious enigm atic stone 
house on Dunbar St.” add to 
the charm. Well done, Bill. It’s 
a collector’s item and the pic
tures will frame nicely. 
Fruitcakes - The Kitchen Cup
board in Trenton recently pre
sented a donation toward the 
resto ration  o f the Trenton 
Town Hall. The money came 
from the sale of fruitcakes. 
Heritage Week- Coffee and

cookies will be included when 
H eritage B elleville holds a 
Heritage Week Open House in 
the S ir M ackenzie Bowell 
Room in City Hall from 5 to 8 
p.m. on Wednesday, February 
18. Highlights include new 
tour pamphlets and displays 
(including one on Belleville’s 
designated buildings) arranged 
by the Research Group, greet
ings from M ayor Ross 
McDougall at 7 p.m. and a talk 
at 7:15 by Rona Rustige on the 
roof restoration at Glanmore. 
Coming to a theatre near you 
- Booze, Boats and Billions by 
local author C.W. (Bill) Hunt 
was published in 1988 by 
McClelland and Stewart and 
has sold over 8,000 copies.

It tells the story of rumrunning 
between Ontario and the 
U .S.A . during prohibition. 
W e’re delighted to hear that 
Bill has sold an option on the 
film and television rights for 
the book.

Im agine— watching a film  
with the rumrunners loading up 
their speedy boat with whiskey 
form Corby’s and returning to 
the Belleville harbour less than 
a day later after delivering their 
cargo to Mexico. A past direc
tor of our Society, Bill has 
completed a novel entitled The 
Thurlow Murders and is re
searching Dancing in the Sky, 
a book on Camps Mohawk and 
Rathbun, World War I air train
ing camps. Congratulations, 
Bill.
H orse flesh  - “The Times 
T raveller” in The Bancroft 
Times recalls that in May 1908 
the B ellev ille fire brigade 
bought a team of horses, 
weighing 2,000 and 2,900 
pounds. The paper said they 
were “a nice pair of roadsters, 
no doubt, but ... a little heavy 
for fast work.”
B ew are: If you “ P o s t- it” 
you’ll ghost it - On the basis 
of tests done by the Canadian 
C onservation Institu te , the 
National Archives in Ottawa 
has recommended that “Post-

it” and sim ilar self-sticking 
notes not be used on books, 
documents, or any other paper 
object of enduring value or sig
nificance. The problem is with 
the adhesive, which, when left 
behind on the surface of the 
book or document paper, re
sults in papers being stuck to
gether or dirt adhering and 
staining the paper over time. 
Moreover, the quality of paper 
in some brands is low, which 
means it is very impermanent. 
A terrible loss - Condolences 
are extended to Orval Berry, 
whose p rivate  m useum  in 
Frankford fell victim to fire in 
December. Those members of 
our Society who had the pleas
ure o f touring his museum a 
few years ago can appreciate 
the significance o f the loss.
A date to remember - Mark 
June 19 on your calendar as 
United Empire Loyalist Day in 
Ontario. Hats off to Hastings- 
P eterborough MPP Harry

Danford for spearheading the 
drive to have the day recog
nized. It’s the anniversary of the 
Constitutional Act of 1791, the 
act creating Upper Canada 
(now Ontario) and establishing 
our court and land holding sys
tems.
Last chance - Members of the 
Heritage Belleville Research 
Group are conducting tours of 
City Hall until the end of Feb
ruary. For information, contact 
them at 968-6481 extension 
3260.
Still wanted - (1) brief per
sonal, hum orous anecdotes 
about past years for possible 
use in this column; (2) informa
tion on ghosts and other super
natural m atters for the 
B elleville-H astings County 
area; (3) your thoughts on a fa
vourite Christmas gift relating 
to our history. Please contact 
me at 173 Bridge St. E., 
Belleville, Ontario K8N 1N3 
or 968-5023. Thanks.

Pink Flamingoes
For several years I’ve told my wife that I’d like two pink flamingo 

lawn ornaments to brighten our garden. She’s been reluctant. Two 
years ago my daughter, Susie, gave me a pair for Father’s Day. 
They’ve been placed strategically in the garden.



Name change official
The roof and the name may have been 

changed, but it’s still a great place to visit
Glanmore - Hastings County 
Museum is now Glanmore Na
tional Historic Site.

In 1969 the Historic Sites and 
Monuments Board of Canada 
designated Glanmore a National 
Historic Site because of its unique 
architectural features. We now 
have the opportunity to utilize this 
designation in our official name.

At the end of 1997" Hastings 
County relinquished its respon
sibilities to the museum, and the 
City of Belleville became the sole 
owner of Glanmore, making a 
name change necessary. The 
change to Glanmore National 
Historic Site became official last 
week with the Museum Board of

Management’s approval of the 
revised museum mandate.

The museum will continue to 
collect, preserve, exhibit and in
terpret objects from the 
Belleville region, as well as 
objects in keeping with the site 
itself.

The museum continues to be 
the only professionally operated 
museum in this region. We look 
forward to serving the commu
nity through public and school 
programmes, as we did during 
the 25 years as Hastings County 
Museum. If you have any ques
tions please contact Christine 
Zaporzan or Rona Rustige at 
962-2329.

Glanmore roof restoration complete
Commemorative plaque to be 
unveiled on Heritage Day

The final touches for the resto
ration of the roof system were 
completed at the end of Decem
ber 1997 when the restored crest
ing was installed. A commemo
rative plaque will be unveiled at 
Glanmore on Heritage Day, Mon
day, Februaiy 16, at 11 a.m. which 
recognizes the major contributors 
to the $340,000 project. Half of 
the funding was provided by the 
federal government and the Na
tional Cost Share Program avail
able only to National Historic 
Sites. The majority of the muse
um’s portion of the costs was 
covered by the Salaman Estate 
Bequest. Other contributors are 
acknowledged on the plaque in
cluding all of the major sponsors 
of the “Dinosaurs Downtown” 
and “Space Adventure” exhibits 
and private donors.

The significance of the repairs 
to the roof cannot be over-esti
mated. Leaks were endangering 
the artifacts and the very fabric

of the building. The entire roof 
area was restored to its original 
design as required by the Na
tional Cost Share Program. It is 
interesting to note that the roof 
slates came from the original 
quarries in Vermont, New York 
and Quebec. This project began 
five years ago when Rona 
Rustige, museum curator/man- 
ager, initiated the investigation 
into the condition of the roof in 
conjunction with Parks Canada. 
Research by federal architects, 
engineers and architectural his
torians continued over the fol
lowing years. Upon the comple
tion of investigation, construc
tion began in 1997 with a her
itage preservation consultant 
ensuring that restoration stand
ards were adhered to.
Future plans at the site include 

the restoration of the side porch. 
The existing stairs at the fire exit 
door only just pass minimum 
safety standards and must be 
replaced. Originally it was a 
small side porch in this location.

Statement of Purpose
Glanmore National Historic Site, an 1883 restored home, is or

ganized under the Corporation of the City of Belleville ByLaw 
#9017.

The museum’s purpose is to:
• collect, preserve, research, exhibit and interpret objects that 
best serve to illustrate the history of the Belleville region;
• collect, preserve, research, exhibit and interpret objects that 
best serve to depict the lifestyle of Glanmore’s original residents 
J.P.C. and Harriet Phillips, and Glanmore as a site of national 
historic significance;
• serve the residents of the community through public and school 
programmes on-site and through a community Outreach Pro
gramme.

Welcome to Susan Parish. She will be replacing Christine Zaporzan during Christine’s maternity leave.Susan has experience working with children and in marketing. We are pleased to have her join the team.
Outlook is published monthly (except June July and August) for 

the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information can contact 

the editor at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail 
lewzan @ connect, reach.net
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