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Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Special Confederation Edition 

July 1st, 1867— 
Birth of a Nation 

By Richard Hughes 
 

By the time July 1st, 1867, arrived, the good citizens of the 
town of Belleville, the village of Trenton and across Has-
tings County were well aware of the incredible series of 
events that had brought them to this moment in history. 
The Weekly Intelligencer and the Hastings Chronicle had 
faithfully reported the initial discussions in Charlottetown 
in September 1866 followed by the substantive negotia-
tions in Quebec City in October when the seventy-two 
resolutions that set out the structure of a government for a 
new nation were fully developed.  Equally, they followed 
the London Conference in December and the final declara-
tion that the British government had passed the British 
North America Act in March and Queen Victoria had as-
sented to it. The date of birth of the new nation was set as 
July 1st.  

On June 21st, Mayor Henry Corby issued a Proclamation 
requesting the citizenry to observe July 1st as a day of re-
joicing. In support of this, Town Council agreed to pay the 
wages of staff on the July 1st holiday and that $40 should 
be given to the Poor and Sanitary Committee to provide a 
gratuity to the poor of the town so that they could partake 
of the special events. The town council also voted $250 to 
be used to secure “the largest amount of amusement and 
entertainment on that day.” 

The Weekly Intelligencer, bursting with pride and possibly 
a bit of hyperbole, declared on July 5th, “Not in the history 
of the world was such a scene witnessed as that which 
passed before the eyes of four million Canadians yester-
day morn. The day dawned upon a new nation, born not as 
nations usually are, amid scenes of strife, of carnage and 
of blood, but ushered into being quietly, peacefully and 
tranquilly.” The writer was well aware of the American 
Revolution and the Civil War which had just ended.   

In fact, the first day of the new nation was rather low-
keyed. The four militia units: the 15th Battalion, the 49th 
Battalion, the Grand Trunk Rifles and the Stirling Compa-
ny of the 49th, led by their bands, marched to the Court 

House hill where the mayor read the Royal Proclamation 
and gave a speech with glowing references to the future. 
This was followed by three cheers for the Queen and three 
cheers for the new Dominion.  

The crowds then moved to Bleecker’s Grove where the 
militia performed “a variety of evolutions,” followed by 
games: the sack race, the hop, step and jump and the mile 
race until 5:00 p.m. when the militias marched off and the 
games were finished. In the evening the only event was at 
the railway station where the staff gave a grand ball at the 
gaily decorated freight sheds. Some buildings downtown 
were illuminated for the evening. Thus, the birth of the 
nation of Canada was introduced to our proud citizens, 
and a new era was launched.  
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The “City” of Belleville 
Celebrating 140 Years 

By Bill Kennedy 
 

What historic event happened in Belleville on December 
31, 1877, that led to momentous celebrations six months 
later?  
It was the day that the town of Belleville was granted offi-
cial status as a city. Since its first survey back in 1816, it 
had grown from a population of less than 200 people to 
over 10,000. Its economy, driven by logging, farm and 
railroad development was flourishing, and the smell of 
money from Hastings County’s Eldorado gold mining in-
dustry of the 1860s still lingered, giving Belleville the so-
briquet “Gateway to the Golden North.” 

 In the spring of 1878, the now “City Council” got down 
to the job of acting as its own celebratory organizing com-
mittee and began by budgeting $500 for the event which 
was planned for Dominion Day, July 1, 1878. Entry fees 
to the fairgrounds were to be kept to a minimum so that as 
many people as possible could participate. Twenty-five 
cents for adults and ten cents for children. 

As the big day neared, a forest of evergreens was trans-
ported to Front Street where the trees and branches were 
used for decoration. Photographs of the day show huge 
evergreen-festooned arches high above the street with 
signposts across the tops. A particularly poetic photo is 
included in Gerry Boyce’s book Belleville: Birth of a City, 
an excellent resource on the day’s events. It shows the 
Commercial Travellers’ arch at the base of which is a bro-
ken-down horse cart listing in the direction of the entrance 
to Roy’s Brewery. Just the week before, Council had 

passed a resolution, contrary to an organizing subcommit-
tee’s wishes, prohibiting alcohol being served at the Civic 
Banquet planned as a July 1 evening event with fireworks 
to follow. Anyone wanting to celebrate with a glass of 
wine or something stronger would have to look out for 
themselves. The summer before, the Belleville Opera 
House had been charged with allowing the sale of beer on 
the premises. For this July 1 event, the temperance people 
had “erected a small but handsome arch” at Belleville’s 
Lower Bridge decked out with the temperance motto, 
“Rescue the Fallen and Support the Weak.” 

Businesses along Front Street were dressed up, too, with 
evergreens, Union Jacks, Japanese lanterns and red, white 
and blue bunting. The Masonic Hall, Marble Hall, the In-
ternational Hotel and Mikel’s shop were covered with ev-
ergreens accented with flowers and brightly coloured pa-
per. The Albion and O’Brien Hotels were said to be a 
sight to behold. Streamers extending across the street be-
tween them bore the inscription “Our Queen and Coun-
try.” A reported decoration highlight was the O’Brien liv-
ery stable where on a raised platform out front stood the 
statue of a life-sized horse attached to a sulky. 

 On the historic day people began arriving early for the 
festivities. Under the heading “The Beginning,” the Daily 
Ontario newspaper reported, in part, as follows: “The 
morning dawned still and very hot. The shades of night, 
with dew and moisture, had not perceptibly cooled the 
atmosphere, and many were the sighs in anticipation of 
still more intense heat than on Sunday. About three 
o’clock in the morning the booming of cannon and dis-
charge of smaller arms awoke the denizens of Belleville to 
their Jubilee Day. It was not long before the streets were 
alive, for many had considerable to do in the way of deco-
rations. Country people, too, soon began to arrive, on foot, 
in buggies, carriages, lumber waggons, carts, and on 
horseback. Many had drove all night, or a greater part of 
it, in order to be early on hand and find accommodation 
for themselves and horses. We observed loads from Ma-
doc pass the Upper Bridge at five o’clock. Just fancy 
when they got up!” 

Things got underway at 10:00 a.m. with the formation of 
the Grand Procession at City Hall. Military bands of the 
15th and 49th Battalions, the Odd Fellows band, and the 
firemen’s bands along with the mayor, tradesmen, and 
citizens in carriages set out from there through the princi-
pal streets for the Agricultural Grounds, passing all the 
way along beneath the evergreen arches marking their 
route. 

 At 1:00 p.m., the program of Athletic Sports and Caledo-
nian Games kicked off under the management of Hugh 
McKinnon who had won the Great Athletic Championship 
at the International Contest in Philadelphia in 1876. Ad-
vertisements for the program stated that the most noted 
athletes on the continent would be taking part and that “all 
comers” were welcome. A list of the competitions and the 
first, second and third prizes to be won included “Putting 
the Heavy Stone, Reel of Tulloch in Highland Costume, 

Decorated arches on Front Street in Belleville, marking the 
celebration of Belleville’s new status as a city in 1878. The 
banner on the archway reads “May Our City Prosper.” 
HC00488  
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Hitch and Kick, Standing High Jump, Throwing the Light 
Hammer, Best Dressed Highlander, Bagpipe Playing 
Pribroch and March, Pole Vaulting, One Mile Race, and 
Quoits, outside the ring.” Prizes ranged between two and 
ten dollars. It was further noted that the Rules of the North 
American United Caledonian Association would govern 
all games and competitions. 

Following the athletics and the civic banquet at the Dafoe 
House, the Grand Torch Light Procession of the Firemen 
departed City Hall for the Agricultural Grounds. Awaiting 
them there was one Professor Hand who was “considered 
to be the best Pyrotechnic Artist in the Dominion.” His 
display, reportedly the largest ever given in the Dominion, 
lasted two hours and included a fireworks representation 
of Niagara Falls. The audience, numbering between 
10,000 and 12,000 people, had never seen the likes of it.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

When it was all over, the big day was deemed a big suc-
cess. Little drunkenness was recorded, one pickpocket was 
arrested, the occasional evergreen fire was quickly extin-
guished and aside from a few cases of sunstroke and one 
child slightly injured when knocked down by a horse, eve-
rybody went home happy to have been part of Belleville’s 
historic inauguration as a city.  
 

 

 

Canada's Silver  

Anniversary, 1892 

By Trevor R.J. Parsons 

Exceeding all expectations and in contrast to the celebra-
tions of 1867, Belleville’s silver anniversary of Confeder-
ation in 1892 was noted with much pomp and pageantry 
combined with “good taste, liberality and patriotism.” 
Over ten thousand spectators showed up from across 
North America to the various festivities surprising “the 
most sanguine” expectations of the planners. People and 
groups from across the province took part including Strat-
ford Conclave Corps of the Ancient Order of Foresters 
and the Juvenile Drill Corps from Brantford. They were 
part of an escort that led to the beautifully decorated For-
esters’ Hall. Americans from Rochester and Oswego ar-
rived on a special train, polluting “the various thorough-
fares” and filling the city’s hotels. Hundreds of spectators 
showed up to see the military parade of two battalions and 
eight troops of cavalry. A military band proceeded up 
Murney’s Hill and marched down Bridge Street with their 
“martial music” captivating all those who heard them. 

Mayor Bogart gave a patriotic speech on the occasion. He 
said that “on 1st July 1867, Canada started on its youthful 
way as a nation, and now, after a quarter of a century has 
gone by, we find that from the far east, where the Atlantic 
waves roll … to the far west, where the waters of the Pa-
cific wash the golden shores of British Columbia”—in 

that time, Prince Edward Island, Manitoba and British Co-
lumbia all joined Confederation along with the vast North-
West Territories. He talked of the importance of Canada’s 
British connection and that Canadians should be “proud of 
our national heritage, of our boundless resources, of our 
old flag … and proud of being part and parcel of the great-
est Empire the world has ever seen.” In an age where na-
tionalism reigned supreme and Canada-US relations were 
most strained, Bogart reminded them that “we do not for-
get that they speak the same grand old mother tongue … 
many of them are sprung from the same old stock … and 
that we “welcome our kith and kin from across the bor-
der.” Finally to the “strangers within our gates,” Bogart 
expressed his desire in “tendering … the freedom of the 
city” and voiced the wish that when they depart and return 
home that they would “carry away … many pleasant 
memories” of the City of Belleville.   

In two baseball games, the Belleville Maple Leafs faced 
off against the Cobourg Independents, first in the morning 
on the cricket field, and again in the afternoon on the Ag-
ricultural grounds. Unfortunately for the Leafs (much like 
their modern hockey equivalents) they struck out, losing 
both games. Although Belleville won the first run in the 
third inning, Cobourg “knocked out nine runs” in snatch-
ing victory from the Leafs. Both teams played another 
game in the afternoon that was described as “loose and 
devoid of brilliant play.” Despite this, with six runs to 
Belleville’s zero, Cobourg triumphed again but it was not-
ed, in a manner of respectable sportsmanship, that 
Cobourg had a team “that will never disgrace the town on 
the diamond.” 

Citizens of Belleville were mesmerized by the ironically 
named Professor J.J. Frisbie, a native of Oswego in neigh-
bouring New York, who “made a very successful balloon 
ascension and parachute drop.” Frisbie and his balloon 
rose over 1,500 feet, heading eastward before parachuting 
in one of the “finest descents ever seen” landing on Cedar 
Street. At 8 o’clock in the evening, a procession started 
from Market Square headed by the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows Band. An “enlivening” parade of torch bear-
ers and an array of pageant characters walked up Bridge 
Street to Pinnacle, to Brown’s foundry and down Front 
Street. A. Wheeler was dressed as a Zulu prince, F. Panter 
as a clown, T. Power as a lady and George Holton as Un-
cle Sam. Finally the procession headed to the Agricultural 
grounds where a fireworks display was set off by Profes-
sor Hand of Hamilton. 

Every building on Front and Bridge Streets was adorned 
with fanciful decorations respecting the pomp and circum-
stance of not only the silver anniversary of Confederation 
and the creation of the Dominion of Canada but also the 
14th anniversary of Belleville becoming a city. All build-
ings along the aforementioned streets were festooned with 
colourful bunting, festive evergreens, union jacks, and red 
ensigns. The Queen’s Hotel had flags, streamers and a 
banner which read “Welcome to our American visitors 
and our Dominion silver wedding.” City Hall had 
“evergreens, small flags, red, white and blue bunting.” 
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The Ontario Business College had fashioned a sign that 
read “1867” and “1892” out of evergreens. The silver 
anniversary showed just how far English Canadian patri-
otism had come, combining the people’s patriotic fervour 
for the British Empire and their love of their North 
American homeland. 

 

On the Home Front 
Excerpts from The Intelligencer 

Golden Jubilee of Confederation, 1917 
By Laurel Bishop 

 
June 26: “The following letter has been sent by Col. H. 
C. Osborne, A.A.G., to the commanding officers of all 
city units, both of the militia and the permanent force. 
‘The Honorable Minister of Militia and Defence has au-
thorized a parade and review of Canadian Expeditionary 
Force troops and City Corps, including reserve militia 
battalions, in large centres of this district on Monday, 
July 2nd, to celebrate the jubilee of Confederation. One 
day’s pay will be issued to all ranks of the active and re-
serve militia. Every endeavor should be made to ensure 
the success of this parade and it is hoped that the unit 
under your command will parade at full strength. Details 
of arrangements will be published later.” 

June 27: “Parade of Veterans. On Monday the Jubilee of 
Confederation will be commemorated in Belleville by a 
parade, followed by brief addresses. Arrangements are 
being made to have the members of the Canadian Expe-
ditionary Forces at present in the city, together with 
members of the Great War Veterans’ Association, Fenian 
Raid veterans of ’66, and South African war veterans 
assemble at the Armouries at ten o’clock Monday morn-
ing, and make a short parade along Front street. Return-
ing to the Armouries brief addresses will be made by lo-
cal speakers, and it is hoped to have an address from Sir 
Mackenzie Bowell, himself a veteran of ’66.” 

June 29: “Celebration of the Jubilee of Confederation. 
H. F. Ketcheson, Esq., Mayor of The City of Belleville. 
Whereas His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor has pro-
claimed Sunday, the 1st day of July next, as a day of sol-
emn and religious recognition by our people of the bene-
fits and blessings which have been vouchsafed to us by 
Providence, as a Dominion, and urges and requests that 
all churches and Sunday Schools and associations of a 
like character fittingly commemorate the occasion to the 
end that as a people we may offer our tribute of gratitude 
to Almighty God, as well as our supplications for the 
continued welfare of the nation.  

And whereas His Honor has further proclaimed Monday, 
the 2nd day of July next, as a day for public and patriotic 
demonstrations of the devotion of the people to our na-
tional institutions and ideals, and for that purpose calls 
upon all municipal authorities, educational and patriotic 
organizations to arrange local demonstrations in suitable 
places.  

And whereas His Honor further requests the people to as-
sist in fittingly celebrating the day by the display of flags 
and suitable decorations at their homes and places of busi-
ness in order that the Jubilee of the Confederation may 
testify to the patriotism and unity of all Canadians.  

In compliance with this proclamation I, as Mayor of the 
City of Belleville, do now most respectfully ask the whole-
hearted assistance of the citizens in responding to the re-
quests of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, as above set 
forth. …  Mayor’s Office, Belleville, June 28, 1917. GOD 
SAVE THE KING.” 

July 3, 1917: “In the window of the McKeown drug store 
is an interesting page in Belleville history in the form of a 
full sheet poster advertising the celebration of Dominion 
Day, 1878, and the inauguration of Belleville as a city. A 
feature of the procession participation is by the 15th and 
49th Battalions, 500 firemen and military and I.O.O.F. 
bands, a programme of sports, torchlight procession and 
fireworks. A banquet at the Dafoe House was advertised to 
begin at 6 p. m. and from the menu and wine list an-
nounced it promised to continue for some time.” 

July 3, 1917: “The Jubilee of Confederation was fittingly 
commemorated in Belleville by patriotic citizens. The 
thought foremost in all minds and the dominating note in 
the commemoration of this important event in Canadian 
history was the great war being waged for the life of the 
Empire and freedom of the world from the threat of Ger-
man military domination. In all churches Sunday appropri-
ate reference was made to the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Confederation of Canada and the duties and responsibili-
ties of nationhood in this critical time.  

On Monday the civic commemoration of the Jubilee of 
Confederation took the form of a public parade, followed 
by brief addresses. The parade formed up at the armouries 
and headed by the I.O.O.F. band, marched along the prin-
cipal streets. The line-up included the Public School Ca-
dets, officers and members of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Forces, now being enrolled here for service overseas, vet-
erans of the present war invalided home to Canada after 
participating in the battles of the Empire overseas, some of 
them walking and others whose disabilities prevented their 
walking, riding in motor cars. …   

The streets were lined with citizens and enthusiastic cheers 
greeted the procession as it moved along the streets. Re-
turning to the Armouries brief addresses were made by 
Mayor Ketcheson and Sir Mackenzie Bowell which were 
greatly appreciated by the large number present and liber-
ally applauded. …  Particularly appropriate was the pres-
ence and address of Sir Mackenzie Bowell on this occa-
sion. A member of the first Parliament after Confederation 
he bridged the years of Canada’s fifty years of develop-
ment into a strong young nation, bearing his ninety-four 
years of life with a youthful vigor, matured and active 
mentally and still erect physique he typified strong and 
vigorous Canadianism, ever alert and progressive along 
lines dictated by the highest ideals of nationhood.” 



     5 

Canada in the  
American Civil War 

Sir John A. to the Rescue! 
By Bill Kennedy 

A highlight of Canadian historian John Boyko’s entertain-
ing presentation at the Historical Society’s public event in 
May was his account of the negotiating skills of Sir John 
A. Macdonald following the American Civil War. During 
that war in which 700,000 Americans died, Britain had 
tacitly supported the Confederacy through the supply of 
munitions and ships, and that support had, according to 
the American government, cost the United States billions 
of dollars. One British-provided ship alone had sunk 54 
Union vessels. The U.S. demanded reparations. However, 
there was probably not enough money in the British Em-
pire to meet its demands. The Americans relented and told 
Britain that in lieu of the money they would just annex 
Canada and call it even. Manifest Destiny was, after all, 
the prevailing sentiment south of the border with no less a 
champion than Union General and President Ulysses S. 
Grant who had at his disposal a huge and tested army. 
They felt they would have no trouble negotiating with the 
hard-drinking, joke-loving wee Scot from the north woods 
who happened to be Canada’s Prime Minister. Big mis-
take! 

The whole story is recounted in Boyko’s book Blood and 
Daring: How Canada Fought the American Civil War and 
Forged a Nation and makes for fascinating reading. An 
estimated 44,000 Canadians fought in that great conflict, 
most for the north, and twenty-nine of them won the Con-
gressional Medal of Honour. Two Canadians rose to the 
rank of General. And while they helped win Abe Lin-

coln’s war, it was Sir John 
who saved Canada’s bacon 
from President Grant’s ras-
cally cohorts. 

But Macdonald’s defence of 
Canada is not the only story 
Boyko tells. There is the 
slave John Anderson who 
was born in Missouri and 
who escaped to Canada 
where he learned to read 
and write and take up work 
as a stone mason. This in-
furiated U.S southern socie-
ty as it disproved their be-
lief that blacks were incapa-
ble of such accomplish-
ments and fit only for slave 
labour. Anderson was ar-
rested and depending on 
how his court case went, 
there was the real possibil-
ity that he might be deport-
ed. Three hundred Ander-

son supporters gathered outside Toronto’s Osgoode Hall 
where his case was being heard. Police were on the scene 
along with a company of the Queen’s Own Rifles in the 
event of riot. His case took on international proportions 
involving Canada, the U.S and Britain.  

And then we have Canadian recruit Franklin Thompson 
who signed up at the outset of the war in 1861. He was a 
medical nurse as back then women were considered nei-
ther smart enough nor emotionally stable enough to be 
nurses. Besides, they might get a glimpse of parts of the 
male anatomy that being the fairer sex they shouldn’t see. 
From nurse, Thompson went to the dangerous job of 
message rider, then became a spy and crossed into Con-
federate lines dressed as a woman. His fellow soldiers 
were amazed at how persuasive he looked in feminine 
garb, which is readily understood when Boyko reveals 
that Franklin Thompson was actually Emma Edmunds 
from New Brunswick! 

The book is a telling example of some of the fascinating, 
yet little known, stories from our country’s past, stories 
that would enliven any high school history class and de-
light even those among us with only a passing interest in 
how we’ve reached our 150th birthday in 2017. For more 
information on John Boyko and his numerous books, 
simply go online.  

 
 

The North We Never Knew  
Until Now 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan 
By the time you read this, we will have gone on our sec-
ond North Hastings bus tour June 10.   

After deciding to depart from a different location 
(Franklin Bus Lines parking lot) this year, I was con-
cerned on the actual morning of the trip. Would people 
remember to go to the new location? Would we have to 
go back to the Bayview Mall to find people who hadn’t 
read their tickets? Fortunately, everyone turned up to the 
right location so we didn’t have to go looking for strag-
glers. In fact, most of them were there before I arrived! 

Despite the loss of our long-time friend and resource 
guide, Bill Hunt, our first trip was a great success thanks 
to Orland French who stepped in to do the commentary 
throughout the trip.  Although we learned less about the 
backroom political deals, the barroom brawls and ladies 
of the night than we might have with Bill, we certainly 
learned a huge amount about our northern neighbours. 
Through the expert descriptions given not only by Or-
land, but also by our step-on guides, Bancroft Councillor 
Mary Kavanagh (who did a wonderful historic guided 
tour of Bancroft) and Vivian Bloom, Mayor of Hastings 
Highlands (who took us on a delightful tour through the 
countryside and also gave us a tour of Maynooth, as well 
as showing us a selection of historic photos of the town), 
we have a new appreciation of pioneer life in the northern 

John Boyko along with his 
books for sale 
Photo by Bill Kennedy 
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reaches of Hastings County. 

One of the many highlights of the tour was our stop in 
Ormsby in the morning. Ernie Pattison welcomed every-
one to the restored Old Ormsby Schoolhouse & Tea Room 
with great displays of school memorabilia and delicious 
desserts. Lillian Pattison welcomed all to the indescribable 
Old Hastings Mercantile & Gallery. Until you have visited 
there, you can’t imagine the goodies that she stocks—
from cottage stuff, to antiques, books, clothing, fine crafts 
and Christmas decorations—literally something for every-
one! Certainly well worth an hour or two of browsing, if 
only we had had the time! Across the road, Gary Pattison 
welcomed us into the historic Old Ormsby Heritage 
Church, a small red brick building that was formerly a 
Presbyterian church before it was abandoned by the cen-
tral church because of so little local population to support 
it. The amount of work that he and Lillian have done to 
restore this little gem is amazing. I’m sure many of our 
passengers will be planning to go to one of the three ser-
vices they hold throughout the year. However, if the past 
years are any indication, you have to get there almost the 
day before to get a seat! Especially for the December carol 
service, at which several professional musician friends of 
the Pattisons donate their time to play accompaniment. 

Other highlights of the day were our stops at Andy Chris-
tie’s Princess Sodalite Mine Rock Shop, in which all man-
ner of mineral specimens were available for sale, along 
with fine jewellery made from local gemstones. After 
lunch the group also had a tour of the Bancroft Gem and 
Mineral Club Mineral Museum, and through their displays 
learned why Bancroft is known as the Mineral Capital of 
Canada, and some of the group even got into the Bancroft 
North Hastings Heritage Museum, which we had been led 
to believe would not be open. 

Although we were a bit later getting back to Belleville 
than anticipated, everyone considered it a day well spent.   

 
 

Summer of 2017 – A Very  

Historical Time 

Canada’s 150
th

 Anniversary 

Belleville’s 200
th

 Birthday 

Historical Society’s 60
th

 Year 

Get Out and Enjoy This Very Special 
Summer 

June 14 – Unveiling ceremony for the first of five histori-
cal plaques in Downtown Belleville to commemorate Fire 
Hall No. 2 at 394 Front Street. This building housed the 
fire department plus stables for its fire horses, police of-
fice and cells and the town council. Built in 1867 and 
closed in 1950. Come out and celebrate this piece of 

Belleville history. 

July 1 – Canada Day at Zwick’s Park. Come and visit the 
Historical Society display. 

July 12 – Unveiling of the second historical plaque to com-
memorate Simpson’s Tavern at the NW corner of Dundas 
and Front Streets. First built in 1797 and replaced in 1799, 
Simpson’s Tavern was the hub of political, military and 
social events in Meyers Creek. This was where it all began 
for us, so come out and learn about Belleville’s earliest 
years.  

July 23 – A major event for the whole family. The Histori-
cal Society has joined forces with the O’Hara Mill to bring 
to you Sir John A. Macdonald and Lady Agnes, live, to the 
O’Hara Mill Heritage Day. Meet Sir John A., hear his rous-
ing Confederation speech, plus many historical displays, 
pioneer farm machinery, the operating saw mill, plus lots of 
live music and great foods.  

July 26 – Unveiling of the third historical plaque to com-
memorate the Griffin Opera House at 65 Bridge Street East 
(Bridge and Church Streets). Built in 1884, it was the centre 
of theatre, opera, melodramas and minstrel shows for the 
fair folks of Belleville and was recognized as one of the 
finest theatres between Montreal and Toronto. Come out 
and learn about this amazing piece of local history. 

August 9 – Unveiling of the fourth historical plaque to 
commemorate the Great Belleville Floods at 224 Front 
Street. On many occasions, the mighty Moira became 
blocked at its mouth with giant ice floes which piled into 
great walls of ice and caused serious flooding in the down-
town. See the photos of the great floods. 

August 23 – Unveiling of the fifth historical plaque to com-
memorate the Pinnacle Street Railway at the Belleville 
Club. From 1877, trains carried freight and passengers 
along Pinnacle Street to and from the Belleville harbour and 
the Grand Trunk Station and beyond to Peterborough. 
Come out and learn about how the giant locomotives once 
traveled in our own downtown.  

September 28 – A very special historical plaque will be 
unveiled to commemorate the 10,000 impoverished or or-
phaned British Home Children who were brought to Belle-
ville between 1875 and 1925 to be placed out as farm work-
ers and domestics.  Located at Moira Street West and Yeo-
mans Street, a special ceremony will be held in conjunction 
with the British Home Child Group International. 

All plaque ceremonies are at 2 p.m. 

 
 

Canada 150 Celebrations 
All events take place on July 1 except where otherwise not-
ed.  
 

Bancroft:                                                                                                                                                                                    
1. Strawberry Social at Museum. Dress in period costume                                                                                          
2. Birch Bark Canoe to be built on museum grounds in Au-
gust by Hunter and Chuck Commando of the Algonquin 



Nation 

Belleville:                                                                                                                                                                                  
1. Thursday, June 29: West Zwick’s, Movie Under the 
Stars – The Lego Batman Movie (free)                            
2. Friday, June 30: Band night at West Zwick’s with 
“Trooper” (free)                                                                   
3. West Zwick’s – Favourite Family Activities. For more 
detail, see www.bellevillecanadaday.com 

Centre Hastings:                                                                                                                                                                     
1. Huntingdon Vet Hall Historical Display (10 am – 5 pm)                                                                                                 
2. Village Tour “Back to O’Hara Mill” (noon – 2:30 pm)                                                                                                      
3. Boat Decorating and Races, Moira Lake, Kiwanis Boat 
Launch (3 pm – 5 pm)                                                                            
4. Canada Day Official Ceremonies, Centre Hastings Park 
(4 pm)                                                                                    
5. Fireworks, Boat Launch, Moira Lake (10 pm)                                                                                                                
6. July 2: All Day Movies featuring new & exciting Cana-
dian films, Madoc Little Theatre (1 pm – 10 pm)                                                                                                                                                               
7. July 3: Family Day at Whytock Park (noon until 8 pm)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Deseronto:                                                                                                                                                                              
1. Ball Hockey Tournament at Deseronto Community Cen-
tre (9 am)         
2. Live Music through the day                                                                                                                                           
3. Flag Raising (12 noon)                                                                                                                               
4. Children’s Activities, Lawn Games (all ages), Photo 
Booth (noon – 10 pm), Fireworks begin                                                                                       
5. Queen’s University Drama Department performance of 
“Toques and Tales”                                                       
6. Cake Cutting (7 pm)                                                                                                                                                
7. Movie in Centennial Park, “Honey, I Shrunk the 
Kids” (around 8:30 pm)   

Hastings Highlands:                                                                                                                                                                  
See website: highlandslibrary.ca 

Quinte West:                                                                                                                                                                                             
1. Pancake Breakfast by Lions (7 am)                                                                                                                  
2. Multicultural village at Amphitheatre (10 am)                                                                    
3. Varied activities at Rotary/Quinte West Youth Centre                                                                                             
4. Trenton Citizens Band (10:30 am)                                                                                                                            
5. Canada Day Eh Parade from Arena to Amphitheatre                                                                                               
6. Food and Artisans Vendors Open (10 am)                                                                                                              
7. Strongman Competition (11 am)                                                                                                                                      
8. Opening Ceremonies at Headquarters Stage and Giant 
Birthday Cake (11:30 am)                                                          
9. Les Soliloques at Amphitheatre (3:30 pm)                                                                                                                
10. Fireworks (9:30 pm) 

Township of Tyendinaga:                                                                                                                                                       
1. Fireworks (dusk)                                                                                                                                               
2. August 13-20: Tyendinaga Games 

Tweed:                                                                                                                                                                                       
1. June 30-July 7: “Hastings, The Musical” at Tweed Pavil-
ion by Tweed & Co. Theatre                                                  
2. July 22: Farm to Table dinner for 1000 people to         
celebrate Canada’s 150th                                                             
3. Pancake Breakfast (9 am), Canada Day Parade (12 pm), 
Family Activities at Tweed Park (1 pm), Family Dance 
(free) (6 pm), Fireworks (9:30 pm)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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      Volunteer Service Awards 

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 2017 were pre-

sented to Bobby Jo Morris for 15 years and to Bill 

Kennedy for 10 years. Congratulations and thanks 

for contributing to the success of the Historical Soci-

ety. Presenting the awards were local MPPs Lou 

Rinaldi and Todd Smith. 

Loss of Friend and  
Community Leader 

 

The Historical Society and the entire community lost a 
good friend and colleague on May 28th with the passing 
of Vern Whalen. An energetic and always cheerful sup-
porter of the Society, he served as vice-president and pro-
grams coordinator.  He brought a series of entertaining 
and informative speakers to our events and was always a 
leader in the deliberations of the Society’s Board. Vern 
was very proud of his hometown, Point Anne, and pro-
moted it in many ways, the major contribution being his 
book, Point Anne: History of a Cement Factory Village. 
Vern was a very popular personality and will be sadly 
missed by his many friends. 

      Volunteer Service Awards 

Ontario Volunteer Service Awards 2017 were presented 

to Bobby Jo Morris for 15 years and to Bill Kennedy 

for 10 years. Congratulations and thanks for contrib-

uting to the success of the Historical Society. Presenting 

the awards were local MPPs Lou Rinaldi and Todd 

Smith. 
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Member Designation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
Officers 

President         Richard Hughes    

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Stanley Jones           Bill Kennedy              
Diane Sule             Jim Kennelly 

Dan Atkinson 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 

Amanda Hill (Archivist) 

 
Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Jim Kennelly 

Education              Bill Kennedy 

Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly, Stanley Jones 

HCHS Website  Orland French 
Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs   

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Sale of Publications  John Lowry   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 
Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 

Date: September 19, 2017 
Time: 7:30 p.m. 

 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 
to Meeting Room.)  Bring a friend. 

Hunter of Dreams—A Story of the 
Underground Railroad 

Speaker:  Steve Duff  
Author and Historian 

 

Steven Duff is speaking on his book Hunter of 
Dreams – A Story of the Underground Railroad. 
The subject of his book is Dr. Alexander Milton 
Ross, born in Belleville and a 19th century driv-
ing force for Canada in the safe passage of 
American black slaves.  

      

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds 
both legal and moral rights to the material, and grants 
permission to the Hastings County Historical Society to 
use this material in print and/or electronically. The opin-
ions expressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are 
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Hastings County Historical Society, its 
Board or its members. 

tel:613-967-3304

