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Dinosaurs in Trenton 
 

By Jim Kennelly 
 

One of the Hastings County Historical Society’s 
most successful events was held on Tuesday, January 
21st, when Peter May, founder and president of Re-
search Casting International, spoke to the Society and 
friends at Maranatha Church. Speaking to a packed 
room of 180 people, Peter kept everyone enthralled 
as he related the founding and ongoing development 
of Research Casting International. 
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Beginning his career as a talented sculptor with a 
BFA from the University of Guelph, Peter landed a 
job as a technician at the ROM in Toronto. There he 
developed additional skills in paleontology, welding 
and metal working. After he became head technician 
at the ROM, Peter moved to the Royal Tyrrell Muse-
um in Drumheller, Alberta. Upon returning to the 

ROM, Peter began to receive enquiries about casting 
services.    

The ROM did not wish to engage in this activity, so 
Peter rented space, installed a drill press and welding 
machine and proceeded to complete additional work 
in casting services in his spare time. The small team 
of three in 1987 was soon so busy that Peter decided 
to establish it as a full-time business. The business 
moved to Beamsville and eventually made a signifi-
cant move to Trenton. Here, in a large factory of 50 
000 square feet, the thriving business has grown to 
40 talented and dedicated artists and technicians. The 
members of this multidisciplinary group are constant-
ly honing their skills and broadening their abilities to 
tackle difficult and challenging assignments. Today 
RCI is the largest facility of its type and works with 
institutions, museums and theme parks around the 
world. 

RCI’s services include specimen restoration, casting, 
mounting, exhibit fabrication and transportation. The 
company is able to work on museum exhibits and 
commissions of any size and complexity. Some of 
the world’s most valuable paleontological specimens 
and artifacts have been restored, mounted, cast and 
preserved by RCI. Peter shared stories of blue whale 
collecting and mounting, bronze skeletal casting, his-
toric rock carving molding and the mounting and re-
construction of fossil skeletons such as those of allo-
saurus, barosaurus, diplodocus and tyrannosaurus. He 
also shared some thoughts on the extinction of the 
dinosaurs when the asteroid hit Earth. 

The presentation was most informative and entertain-
ing. Should you wish more information or desire to 
see some of the interesting specimens and commis-
sions that RCI has handled, please go to 
www.rescast.com. 

 

http://www.rescast.com


 

ANNUAL BUS TOUR 
The Treasures of Quinte West 

***ONE TRIP ONLY*** 
Saturday, May 23, 2020 

(not the long weekend) 

 

 

 

Think you know all there is to know about Quinte West?  Think again!  The Hastings 
County Historical Society annual bus tour has some surprises for you! 

Aboard your comfortable Franklin touring coach, you will visit all four wards in our 
neighbouring Quinte West:  Murray, Trenton, Sidney and Frankford.  You will learn 
about the oldest road in Ontario, be transported back to the days of steamboats full of 
picnickers, visit the long gone days of Trenton as Hollywood North, remember the days 
when Trenton’s Old Town Hall was the centre of government and guns protected the 
town and harbour from atop Mt. Pelion.   

Heading north, you will  contemplate the force that plunked the biggest free-standing 
boulder in North America in our backyard, appreciate the power of the Trent River, its 
importance in settling east-central Ontario and the life-giving power it generated for 
many settlements.  You will learn about the valuable water transportation route known 
as the Trent Canal System. Looking to the future, you will see what has been done to re-
vitalize an abandoned manufacturing site and rejuvenate the small community of Ba-
tawa.  You will pass the site of the newest botanical garden in Eastern Ontario.  

After lunch you will be taken back through the last century and a half of rural life on a 
guided tour of the Stirling Farmtown Park.  The last leg of the trip will take you through 
some ghost-town remnants of once active communities on the Trent, and finally bring 
you to the National Air Force Museum of Canada to appreciate its wonderful collection 
of aircraft, adjacent to the largest military Air Force base in Canada, and the beauty of 
the locally designed and produced Afghanistan Memorial. 

All this for just $70 including a delicious lunch provided by rural ladies who know how 
to feed people well! 

For tickets, call 613-961-7091.  Don’t wait to reserve your seats. Remember ONLY 
ONE TRIP THIS YEAR - so book early; we will sell out quickly. 
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The Saga of Henry Gauen 
 

By Orland French 
 

One of the most intriguing stories I’ve found yet in 
my search for historical plaques is the story of Henry 
Gauen, a sailor who escaped the clutches of the Arc-
tic ice during a fateful search for the lost Franklin 
Expedition. I’m sure there were many times Henry 
thought he would be buried in the Arctic Ocean, but 
in fact he wound up tucked away for eternity in a 
grave beside Highway 62, south of Madoc. 

Henry Gauen served as a carpenter’s mate on HMS 
Investigator during the ship’s last voyage into the 
Canadian Arctic in search of Sir John Franklin. It 
turned out to be a long stretch. 

Investigator departed England in January 1850. It 
sailed all the way south to round Cape Horn at the tip 
of South America, and back north to enter the West-
ern Arctic from the Pacific side. In the summer of 
1850 the ship became trapped in ice at Mercy Bay 
and spent two harsh winters there before being res-
cued by HMS Resolute in 1853. The Resolute in turn 
became trapped in ice and was abandoned in 1854. 

Finally the remaining crew of Investigator then re-
turned to England on HMS North Star. Although 
they didn’t find Franklin, the voyage was notable for 
mapping the North West Passage. The crew received 
a 10,000-pound reward in recognition of their ac-
complishment. The reward was for being the first 
Europeans to transit the Passage. 

In a short time Henry married Mary Soffe and immi-
grated to Canada. No more sailing for Henry! They 
settled far from the sea on a farm near Ivanhoe, pur-
chasing it with his share of the Arctic expedition re-
ward. 

Henry became a cheesemaker of note and was the 
first president of the Ivanhoe Cheese Factory in 1870 
(which became the Beulah Cheese and Butter Co-
operative in 1889 and back to Ivanhoe Cheese in 
1983). It has been owned and operated by Gay Lea 
Food Co-operative Ltd. since July 2008.  

Mary passed at age 39, 1873 in childbirth. Henry re-
mained an active member of the Ivanhoe community 
until his death at age 76 in 1899. 

Gauen Cemetery was adopted by the Madoc Lions 
Club in partnership with The Municipality of Centre 
Hastings and Gay Lea Foods Co-operative Ltd. Sep-
tember 26, 2015. The grave markers are inside the 
small enclosure at the west side of Highway 62, just 

south of Ray Road, south of Madoc. GPS co-
ordinates: 44° 24’ 00.37” N 77°  28’ 13.59” W 
(44.40000000, 77.47027778) 

Past president Orland French is building the website 
hastingshistoricalplaques.ca which is now online. 
Please visit it. The goal is to list every historical 
plaque in Hastings County; so far the site has about 
120 listings. If you would like to contribute to the 
site, send information (plaque text, photo of plaque, 
photo of plaque location, site street address) to out-
look.hastingshistory@gmail.com. The plaques should 
commemorate an historical event, a person, or a sig-
nificant historical location. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry and Mary Gauen’s gravestone is enclosed inside this 
roadside structure on Highway 62 just north of Ivanhoe. 
                                                                Photo by Orland French 

A second marker records Henry’s involvement with the 

McClure Arctic Expedition 1850-1854.  
                                                     Photo by Orland French 

mailto:outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com
mailto:outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com
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Reporting the News About 
210 Front Street 

The Vair Building 
                       By Lois Foster 
 

Researching the early history of Belleville’s Front 
Street buildings gets a lot of help from the newspaper 
reporters. Their exciting and informative reports of 
the fires over the years give a first-hand history of the 
businesses and citizens living here for almost the past 
two hundred years.  

The Hastings Chronicle of Wednesday, February 4, 
1863, gives an example of fire reporting: “The fire 
last Thursday [January 29] starting in the frame 
building owned and occupied by J McCarty as a shoe 
shop on Front Street, spread to the frame buildings on 
either side occupied by Hugh Walker, bookseller and 
James Cummings, saddler, Miss Burns, milliner, R. 
Bullen, shoemaker. The building occupied by J & W 
Sutherland, dry goods [now the site of 210 Front 
Street] was next taken, although thought by many to 
be fireproof. As a great deal of dependence had been 
placed on this two storey stone building owned by the 
Commercial Bank, no exertion had been made to save 
any contents.” By the 4th of May the newspaper re-
ported that Mr. George Vair had bought the ruins of 
the store lately occupied by J & W Sutherland and 
was preparing to build.  

Again on August 5th, 1863, the reporter wrote: “Since 
our last stroll through Town, great changes have tak-
en place, and out of the ruins, Phoenix-like may now 
be seen rising structures which will be a credit and 
ornament to the ‘Bay City’. Mr. George Vair’s build-
ing [the original] will have 33 feet front by a depth of 
100 feet and will be carried up 4 storeys above the 
basement. The roof, which is to be tinned will have a 
large skylight designed by the architect John Forin. 
The side and rear walls are built with stone, and are 
about 2 feet thick. The front is built with large brick, 
with cut stone piers, iron pillars, cut stone sills, the 
top of the windows slightly arched, with cut stone 
caps, and a carved key-stone. A compound cornice 
will run across the front of the building at the eaves, 
having a depth of about 8 feet, with ornamented 
frieze-work, and carved pendants.” The Vair family 
managed their Dry Goods store until George died in 
January 1870 aged 46. He had a memorable funeral—
the band played the Dead March as hundreds of citi-
zens marched to the Presbyterian burial grounds. All 
the stores closed and the flag hung at half mast! 

Then this from the Daily Ontario on January 15, 

1890: “Success Succeeds. Mr. J. W. Dunnett of the 
Glasgow Warehouse, completed ½ a century of life 
yesterday, born January 4, 1840. In 1872, he bought 
the stock of the late George Vair and leased the 
building, the one he occupies today. He was there for 
8 years, then on the opposite side of the street for 12 
years, then back to the Vair building.” Less than two 
years later Mr. Dunnett died suddenly. Dry Goods 
businesses continued to lease the building until Earle 
& Cook purchased the building where they expanded 
the business. The successor to the business and own-
er of the building was John W. Cook. The newspaper 
for May 1931 reported: “Popular Store Blooms Out 
In Latest Dress—Modern store-planning experts 
transform premises—light and bright paint every-
where creates an inviting atmosphere.” By 1940 the 
type of business in the store had changed to Electric 
Appliances and Hardware. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1952 the Ontario Intelligencer for Wednesday, 
March 19 headlines shouted out: “Spectacular Fire—
seven businesses either destroyed or badly damaged 
last night and early today by a seven hour fire. On 
Front Street the building occupied by Stroud’s Chi-
naware store and Jack McNab’s sport centre was 
badly gutted. Also suffering was Schryver’s Drug 
Store, the Dominion Bank directly on the corner 
which had the top storey gutted and the Little Hard-
ware building [210 Front Street West] also with top 
floor damaged. Fire started at the back of Stroud’s 

Photo 
Source: 
Mika Col-
lection 
 
CABHC 
HCM00105 
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Chinaware and Jack McNab’s sport centre. The 
flames in the Bank ate their way down to the second 
storey. When the roof of the Little Hardware building 
caught fire tenants in buildings directly to the north 
were forced to flee.  

“The fire was fought in three stages—First the Stroud 
building on Front Street and the brick building on 
Bridge Street housing Checker Taxi went up in 
flames. As the fire here was brought under control the 
upper floor of the Dominion Bank building took fire. 
Then as this phase of the fire was controlled the roof 
of the Little Hardware store two business blocks up 
the street took fire. It was six am when the fire was 
brought under control but at 9 o’clock firemen were 
still pouring water into the upper storeys. Over the 
bank were offices of Cameron and Sprague, solici-
tors. Over Stroud’s & Jack McNab’s was Albert Col-
lege Conservatory of Music. It was the third big fire 
in downtown Belleville in the past year. Both the pre-
vious fires were on Front Street opposite Victoria 
Avenue.”  

At 210 west side of Front Street great things were 
happening following the fire. The 4th floor was com-
pletely removed, the brick front was removed and in 
its place, the first renovation was constructed with an 
all glass front. In the Ontario Intelligencer for May 
24, 1954, the advertisement for Ireland Appliances 
still gave their address as 12 Victoria Ave. On June 5, 
1954, the same advertisement had a new address for 
Ireland’s—210 Front Street. About 1965 the T Eaton 
Company moved into 210 Front Street with Burr In-
surance on the second floor. Eaton’s Catalogue Sales 
Office was here for the next ten years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About 1998 BMO Nesbitt Burns restored 210 Front 
Street with the traditional architecture of the busi-

ness blocks to the south of theirs. In the second ren-
ovation, the second floor with round-headed win-
dows and the third floor with square-headed win-

dows harkens back to the architecture of Francis 
McAnnany’s grand new building in 1872 on the 
corner of Front and Bridge Streets. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.  

Belleville Is Shaken 
By Richard Hughes 

 

The morning of August 16, 1940, brought yet an-
other bright and warm summer day to the city of 
Belleville. It began like so many others, with the 
early risers heading off for their day’s work. The 
night watchman at the Shell Oil depot on South 
John Street, adjacent to the C.P. tracks, had finished 
his shift and walked past the four giant Shell Oil 
tanks and then continued, passing the four 10,000-
gallon tanks of the neighbouring Cities Service Oil 
Company. He noticed the rail tank car still sitting 
by the Cities Service siding, having transferred its 
load just the day before.  

As he left the site, he was not aware of a strong 
hissing sound emanating from Cities Service Com-
pany’s number four tank, containing 8,000 gallons 
of gasoline. Seconds later, the number four tank 
erupted in a massive, violent explosion, hurling its 
steel cover 500 feet across the tracks and into the 

CABHC HB-07-14 

Present Building             Photo by Amanda Hill 
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C.P. yard. Roaring flames shot high into the air while 
thick black columns of smoke billowed across the 
summer sky.  

As that part of the city shook and windows were 
smashed, the violent explosion brought out crowds 
of onlookers. The Belleville Fire Department rushed 
all equipment to the scene, supported by police to 
control the crowd. In view of the extreme danger of a 
massive conflagration if all of the tanks exploded, 
R.C.A.F. Station Trenton rushed its own firefighters 
with their asbestos suits and 100 airmen to assist the 
police. C.P.R. trains were halted as flames raced 50 
feet across the railway.   

As the four tanks of Cities Service burst and spread 
burning gasoline and oil over a large area, with ex-
treme heat, the asbestos-clad R.C.A.F. firemen lay 
on the ground in fifteen inches of water playing their 
hoses on the fire.  The intense heat buckled the rail-
way steel while the empty railway tank car was total-
ly enveloped in white and blue flames and was com-
pletely destroyed. The nearby tanks of the Shell Oil 
Company received steady streams of water to pre-
vent their joining the conflagration.  

Soon, number one Shell tank also ignited, and blaz-
ing gasoline poured forth to a depth of twelve inches, 
but was contained by the concentrated efforts of the 
firemen. The remaining tanks also ignited, shooting 
great columns of flames and thick smoke high into 
the sky, with flaming gasoline running down South 
John Street. This was followed by the explosion of 
steel containers on the ground, sending yet more red 
and yellow flames into the sky. With the large team 
of firemen attacking the flames from all sides, resi-
dents of the area also pitched in, bringing out their 
garden hoses to play water on flaming gasoline float-

ing on the top of the water running away from the 
scene.  

Six firemen were injured and burned, including Jack 
Thompson who was seriously injured when a pillar 
of fire shot in his face. The Fire Chief, William 
Lynch, received severe heat searing on his face and 
neck as he directed the complex operations. The Sal-
vation Army, Belleville Red Cross, local restaurants 
and local residents assisted the firemen with food 
and drinks. By 11:45 a.m., the fire was brought un-
der control with the Shell Oil Company tanks being 
saved. Thus ended one of the most violent, spectacu-
lar and dangerous fires ever faced by the men of the 
Belleville Fire Department and the R.C.A.F. fire 
crews.  

Source: Belleville Intelligencer, August 16, 1940 

Cities Service fire, August 16, 1940             CABHC HC04095 

Cities Service fire, August 16, 1940              CABHC HC04097 
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Date: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Maranatha  
 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

An Entertaining Night Out—Bring a Friend 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to 
Meeting Room.)   

Topic: Prideful Prejudice: The  
Kanadian Klan in the Bay of Quinte,  

ca 1920–1940 
 
Hastings County Historical Society pre-
sents Trevor Parsons, HCHS Director and 
University of Waterloo doctoral student in 
history who will be speaking on this topic. 
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