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Not quite the Titanic ... but close
by Lewis Zandbergen

It wasn’t a discovery of Titanic propor
tions and it didn’t take almost 80 years to 
find, but for diver Rick Neilson the loca
tion of the steamer Kingston (aka Algerian, 
Cornwall) was every bit as sweet. After 
eight years of searching the waters around 
Amherst Island, near Kingston, for the elu
sive sidewheel steamer, Neilson found her 
remains, her decking gone, ghosts of the 19- 
foot paddle wheels upright and her stern 
twisted on its side.

Rick Neilson illustrated his presentation 
to the members and friends of the Hastings 
County Historical Society, held Tuesday, 
September 15, with dozens of slides of con
temporary photographs showing the King
ston in all her phases of existence: from a 
nondescript beginning as a mail boat to 
elegant passenger steamer to royal palace 
on the water to her ignominious spiral down
ward as a wrecker and finally to her inevi
table sinking as a derelict. The addition of 
slides and a short video allowed the audi
ence a first-hand look at the life of the ship 
which Rick Neilson says is probably the 
most photographed side wheeler of them all.

Rick Neilson has been a certified diver 
since 1971; the research he presented was 
not his alone and he credited colleague 
Walter Lewis for part of the work on this
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particular ship. The Kingston’s life lasted 
from the mid-1800s to 1931. (There were 
three sidewheelers named Kingston: one 
was built in 1833, the subject of Rick 
Neilson’s presentation built in 1855, and 
another built in Toronto in 1901; the 
Toronto-built Kingston, which measured 
288 feet in length and 36 feet in width, 
served until 1950 when she was broken 
up.)

Rick Neilson
The 1855 steamer Kingston was com

missioned by Sir John Hamilton, later the 
Honourable John Hamilton, who ulti
mately finished his political career sitting 
as a senator. Hamilton was the most in
fluential and the most powerful steamboat 
builder in Canada when he launched the 
Kingston; his were technically advanced 
steamboats for the era. He was quick to 
adopt new technologies. The Kingston 
was built at a time when iron became a 
popular boat building material because it 
was lighter and more durable.

Pieces of the Kingston’s hull were built 
in the Clydebank shipyards in Scotland, 
(also the builders of the Queen Mary and 
the Queen Elizabeth). The pieces were then 
shipped to Montreal where they were as
sembled and hand-rivetted; the engines were 
also built here. By the time of her trial run

in Montreal harbour in 1855, the ship had 
already cost £8,800; trimming out, carpen
try, gilding, appointments and furniture would 
drive the cost up to £19,000. Tables boasted 
marble tops and lights were made of stained 
glass and were heavily ornamented.

By 1856 the railway was completed be
tween Montreal and Toronto. The ease of 
shipping mail by rail meant a downturn in 
the economy of the steamers. To take up 
the slack, steamship lines vied for the lu
crative passenger business. The wealthy 
would embark on extensive cruises on the 
steamers which regularly plied the waters 
of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence be
tween Toronto and Montreal.

Perhaps the Kingston’s most celebrated 
journey was taken in 1860 when Britain’s 
Prince of Wales visited Canada. The ves
sel was sumptuously reappointed for the ex
cursion, and the prince boarded her in Mon
treal. Thousands watched its arrival and 
then its departure with the prince on board. 
The two-day journey became notorious 
when the prince was denied landing in both 
Kingston and Belleville because of Orange 
Order activities.

After the royal tour, the Kingston was once 
again relegated to passenger excursions.

Several incidents marred the eight dec
ades of the Kingston’s existence. She was 
run aground more than once, suffered from 
several fires and was once involved in a ca
tastrophe which cost numerous lives. As 
the new century aged, the Kingston, now 
bearing the name Cornwall, was relegated 
to life as a wrecker; outfitted with a crane 
and other salvage equipment, she bore lit
tle resemblance to her former self. Salvage 
jobs undertaken by the Cornwall included 
the wreck of the Cabotia. By the mid-1920s 
the ship saw less frequent use as more 
modern methods of salvage were instituted. 
The hulk of the form er K ingston  was 
stripped of everything useful and was towed 
out to the vicinity of Amherst Island; there, 
dynamite ensured she’d rapidly and uncer
emoniously make her way to her final berth 
at the bottom of Lake Ontario.
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The Stone Church Cemetery project
by Lewis Zandbergen 
Quinte West - Bob Kerr is a man 
with a mission. Part of a growing 
number of people engaged in ge
nealogical work, the 49-year-old, 
from Oshawa, is going to great 
lengths to document his lineage. 
Currently he is trying to find out as 
much as he can about his great- 
great-grandfather, the Reverend 
John Black. Black’s remains lie in 
Stone Church Cemetery on 
Vermilyea Road, just east of Tuck
ers Corners in what was once 
Sidney Township.
The Reverend John Black was a 

circuit rider—a preacher who went 
from place to place in pioneer 
Ontario ministering to the settlers, 
often in their homes and bams if 
numbers warranted. Black’s circuit 
included much of eastern Ontario; 
he was instrumental in building the 
first Wesleyan Methodist church in 
Stirling and Mr. Kenr is reasonably 
certain Black finished his ministry 
in the Stone Church behind which 
he’s interred.

But it isn’tjust the good reverend 
he’s trying to locate. Several mem
bers of John Black’s family are 
interred in the cemetery as well, but 
Bob can’t find the markers for them. 
One he thinks he has located is
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Sarah Black’s marker which was 
discovered along a fence line to
tally obscured by lilac bushes. 
And therein lies the problem. Al
though the lilacs were probably 
planted in reverent memory of 
loved ones, they have outlasted 
the memories of many of those 
early settlers who lie beneath the 
soil of this cemetery. Unfortu
nately, lilacs have a propensity for 
prodigious propagation; they 
grow like weeds, sending out 
suckers underground from the 
parent tree. New saplings spring 
up several feet from the main tree 
and cause no end of frustration. 
And they are practically impos
sible to get rid of!
Saturday, September 19, was an 

overly warm day for September 
but Bob Kerr, Peter Zandbergen 
and this writer spent the day un
covering grave markers in the 
cemetery. Work began at a stone 
marking the last resting place of 
Sharpe family members. A beau
tiful red granite marker had been 
allowed to be completely obliter
ated by several decades of lilac 
growth. After nipping, cutting and 
hacking away several smaller 
shrubs, lilac trees of at least ten- 
inch circumference stood in the

way. A chainsaw made short work 
of these, however, and by 5 p.m. 
a neat pile of lilac wood stood 
ready for the taking. The Sharpe 
family stone is again visible.
But there is so much work to do. 

And with the blessing of cemetery 
board member Jack Rushnell, the 
work will continue. There are 
many, many stones, some almost 
buried, along the fence line in the 
back of the cemetery. A shortage 
of manpower has forced the cem
etery board to restrict upkeep to 
cutting the grass and little more.

Mr. Rushnell was delighted that 
someone was willing to clear the 
grounds.

So Bob Kerr continues to drive 
from Oshawa on the weekends time 
permits. The clearing crew will be 
at it again in the near future. In the 
meantime if you have any informa
tion to add to the known facts about 
the Stone Church Cemetery, the 
Reverend John Black or missing 
and misplaced stones, please feel 
free to drop Bob a line at (905) 436- 
7285, or give me a call at 613-395- 
3022.

Before
Lilac bushes completely 

obscure the Sharp monu
ment.

After
The Sharp monument behind 

the tall column is revealed 
once more.



W e have a tre a s u re  - The
Prince Edward County Histori
cal Society has given us a copy 
of an unpublished autobiogra
phy of the Reverend Arthur 
Benjamin Hames, a Methodist 
m inister, covering the years 
from 1867 to 1931. The society 
received the 209-page document 
from Elizabeth (Charter) Dobie 
in November 1997. Fortunately, 
a descendant of the writer had 
made a typed transcript of the 
original hand-written autobiog
raphy.

The first 40 pages are particu
larly important for us because 
they describe the writer’s work 
as a probationary minister in the 
early 1870s in Wesleyan Meth
odist charges in Hastings 
County (notably L ’Am able, 
Marmora, Madoc and Moira). 
Consider this description of his 
journey to north Hastings, where 
his large m ission com prised 
parts of eight townships and in
cluded nine preaching appoint
ments, with L ’Amable as the

centre:
"In the month o f July, 

1870, having been soundly 
converted to God, and an ac
ceptable local preacher fo r  six 
months, and responding hum
bly and yet joyously to the call 
o f God, and His church, after 
bidding good-bye to his loved 
ones at home, and receiving 
their parting blessing, the boy 
o f  twenty years o f  age, 
mounted, with saddle and sad
dle bags complete, his ever 
faithful steed, started on his 
journey o f one hundred and 
fifty miles, over a rough, rocky 
road, and through a howling 
wilderness, fo r  wolves and  
bears were plentifu l in that 
mountainous region. Climbing 
hills and fording and swim
ming swollen streams and roll
ing rivers, he finally reached, 
weary and worn, his destina
tion. Yes, when he reached the 
sw iftly flow ing Madawaska 
which seemed to be, at the 
place o f crossing, about ha lf

a mile wide, and how to pass 
over, was a serious problem  
indeed fo r  the young inexpe
rienced traveller. However, af
ter shouting and signalling for  
some time, a man was seen in 
the distance, approaching in 
a small new boat, and soon the 
problem was solved. The boat
man suggested that the horse 
be stripped o f saddle and sad
dle bags, and a strong rope at
tached to the halter to lead her 
securely while she swam on the 
broad bosom o f the deep blue 
river. Shortly after we started 
Jenny began to flounder in the 
water and nearly upset the 
boat, but the boy preacher, 
planting himself and his stock- 
in-trade, in the stern o f the 
boat, spoke kindly to her and 
she subsided, and all were 
safely landed on the other 
shore. ‘Faint, yet pursuing, ’ 
we rested fo r  a while, and par
took o f some wholesome and 
much relished refreshment at 
a wayside house, and then con
tinued our itinerary in a north 
westerly direction over much 
corduroy road, through dismal 
swamps, swarming with vi
cious black flies  and blood
thirsty mosquitoes, many (very 
many) would weigh a pound, 
and a few  had the audacity o f  
perching themselves up in the 
trees and bark, as the stripling 
preacher rode along the high
way. ”

His early stay in north Hast
ings was made memorable by 
his resting on a mattress “in
fested with a m ultitude of 
fleas, more numerous than had 
ever been encountered before 
or since.” Then he preached on 
the circu its at M armora, 
Madoc and Moira in Hastings 
County, before being moved to 
Prince Edward County in 
1873. Later he ministered in 
western Canada, Cuba and 
other centres in Ontario.

Our copy of the Reverend

Arthur Benjamin Hames’ fasci
nating autobiography is being 
placed in our archival collection 
in the Canadiana Room of the 
Corby Library.
Of giants - A notable new book 
is When G iants Fall: The 
Gilmore Quest for Algonquin 
Pine by Gary Long and Randy 
Whiteman, the latter a native of 
Stirling. I t ’s the saga of the 
Gilmour Company, with major 
business interests in Trenton. 
Put it on your Christmas list. 
Congratulations! - Three local 
heritage supporters have been 
recognized by the Ontario her
itage Foundation through its 
Heritage Community Recogni
tion Program, following nomi
nation by their municipal coun
cils: Lewis Zandbergen, of Stir
ling, the driving force behind the 
Stirling Historical Society, his
torical author, and editor of our 
Outlook and The Searchlight, 
the m agazine of the Quinte 
Branch of the OGS; Andre 
Philpot, of Marmora, very active 
with the M arm ora H eritage 
Foundation, author of the his
tory of the Marmora Iron Works, 
and a former board member of 
both the Hastings County Mu
seum and the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation; and Ruby McCoy 
of Marmora, organizer of tours 
of historic buildings.
And again - Congratulations to 
Orland French, the 
Intelligencer's humour column
ist who has started a publishing 
company “with the aim of mak
ing history intriguing to the 
average reader.” The former 
professor at Loyalist College has 
already published two books on 
regional history through his 
company, W allbridge House 
Publishing, and is working on 
a third. He works from his 
B elleville home on A lbert 
Street, which was owned by the 
Wallbridge family for more than 
a century; hence the name of the 
company.

Hastings County Historical Society secretary Vera Morton assisted 
guest speaker Rick Neilson at the Tuesday, September 15, meeting 
in selecting the ticket for the door prize draw. The winner was Mark 
Leigh. The door prize draw will be a regular feature of meetings.

Lewis Zandbergen photo

Sympathy
The Heritage movement lost a strong supporter when Gordon 
Davies of Belleville died September 13. With his widow, Audrey 
Davies, Gordon had prepared the attractive ceramic murals that 
depict the history of the Tyendinaga Mohawks for the benefit 
of students staff and visitors to the Quinte Mohawk School on 
the Tyendinaga Territory. The Davies lived in and preserved 
a historically designated home on William Street in Belleville. 
Our sympathy is extended to Audrey and her family.



Friends of Glanmore 
Book Sale! 

November 6, 7 
Quinte M all

We are accepting donations of 
books until the time of the sale.

(This has changed since the Septem ber issue of The Outlook)

Garden Club 
makes yet 
another major 
donation to 
the landscape 
restoration
Our thanks go to the Belleville 

Garden Club for the $1,300 
donated to the landscape resto
ration. The club has been in

volved in this project since 1993 
when they helped to fund the 

research which established the 
guidelines for the restoration. Since 

then the club has made it possible to 
restore the front lawn to its circa 1900 

state. On September 24 we hosted a thank 
you tea for the group and total attendance 
was about 40 people. Once again, thank 

you; we could not have progressed so far 
without you.

Other sponsors of the project include the 
Parrott Foundation and the Leona Riggs

estate.

Announcing the formation 
of the NHSA

Earlier this year, the National Historic Sites Alliance (NHSA) 
for Ontario was formed. NHSA consists of owners, managers 
and operators of National Historic Sites across the province. 
The group’s aim is to increase public awareness of the signifi
cance of these sites, to provide training opportunities and to pro
vide a forum for communication between sites and outside or
ganizations. Some of the member sites are owned and operated 
by municipalities, individuals, Parks Canada or the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation. The Alliance will be of immense benefit 
to municipal sites like Glanmore and other private sites oper
ating outside of the federal system.

The Alliance has acquired an intern, Krista LaCombe to or
ganize an annual conference and assist with administrative 
functions. Krista will be based at Glanmore until April 1999.

Mang Merrii Christmases
This Parks Canada exhibit will open November 

7. It is a display of period toys and tree 
ornaments which will be an excellent addition 

to our festive atmosphere.
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