
“Many a lovely party have I attend
ed in that grey stone house. I remem
ber particularly the beautifuld broad 
stairway,” recalls one lady, referring to 
this beautiful stone house located in 
Roblin Mills, Ameliasburg township, in

Prince Edward County. Though famil
iarly called The Roblin House, after its 
original owner, Owen Roblin, it is now 
a summer camp for young Canadians 
under the care of the Salvation Army.

Old Houses o f the Quinte Area
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THE ROBLIN GREY-STONE HOUSE 

Article 6
The sound of someone chopping wood for the coming winter 

came from a nearby woodlot. Otherwise a pastoral peace lay 
over the village of Roblin Mills. Perhaps the crimson-splashed, 
though quiet, Autumn afternoon added to a keener sensation of 
how early Canadian history had washed over this water-color 
setting in Ameliasburg, amid spacious, harvested fields, to pro
duce this lovely grey-stone house locally known as The Roblin 
House. For, by way of contrast, its very structure is indirectly 
due to one other afternoon, long ago and far away; a portrait of 
a turbulent scene in New Jersey, during the days of the American 
Revolution.

Then it was that John Roblin-$>—----------------------------- ----------
(who was the first of the Roblins 
to come to Canda) had “tried to 
remain a non-participant in the 
war.” But one afternoon as he sat 
on the porch of his home, “a 
party of Continental scouts came 
by, and, without any provocation 
or previous warning of any kind, 
fired fourteen shots at the house.
Having ransacked the premises, 
they dem - ..ed that they be told 
where the money was concealed; 
and in order to make them di
vulge the hiding place, John Rob
lin, although already wounded in 
the knee, was stripped nearly nak
ed; and his brother Stephen, was 
hung by his thumbs. The party 
being balked in their search, be 
came grossly offensive; one man 
pointed his musket at John’s wife, 
and dared her to call George the 
Third of England, her King. She 
did dare but jpst as the fellow 
was about to fire, a comrade with 
a finer sense of decency knocked 
the musket aside.”

John Roblin, it is said, was 
made a prisoner, and later placed 
in a rebel hospital “where his 
treatment was so neglected that 
he became a life long cripple ”
Elizabeth, his wife went straight 
to General Washington and told 
him about the treatment they had 
undergone, and the family v/as ne
ver disturbed again. But among 
the families who came to Canada 
in the Major Van Alstine party 
and landed at Adolphustown the 
sixteenth of June in 1784—were the 
Roblins, parents of nine children— 
five daughters and four sons.
HAD SERVED AS LOYALIST

One of the sons, named Philip, 
who served as a loyalist, and 
“owing to the liberal policy of the 

■ Government in granting two hund
red acres of land to each United 
Empire Loyalist” located his land 
at Green Point on the High Shore. 
“In addition to clearing the forest, 
lie managed to build arid work a 
grist mill, which proved not only

ler, but a boon to the settlers for 
miles around, saving them their 
long and toilsome trips to King
ston and later to Napanee.”

Philip married and raised a 
family of nine children. One of the 
sons, named Owen, deciGed to 
move to Ameliasburg (after re
ceiving Ills education under Jona
than Greely), v/here he “took up 
four hundred acres in the third 
concession, and kept a general 
store and ashery, doing a large 
and profitable business in sending 
lye to Montreal.” Ten years later, 
in 1838, he traded lots with a John 
B. Way where “Ameliasburg Rob
lin Mills and homestead now 
stand. The village of Roblin Mills 
or Ameliasburg, as it is officially 
known was first called Way’s 
Mills, and was situated in the 
bend of the horseshoe below the 
hill on which the present village 
stands.”

Owen Roblin was to become 
the best known and most pro
gressive man of his county. “On 
taking possession of the Way 
property, (he) commenced to 
improve the water power; his 
first act was to excavate a ca
nal from the lake. The extent 
of this work may be estimated 
from the fact that the blasting 
powder alone cost the equival-

ada, having reached the great 
age of 97 years.
EARLY DAYS RECALLED

“We remember Mr. Roblin as 
a very old man when we were 
children, and of course, my fa
ther knew him well,” says a 
daughter of the celebrated Dr. 
File of Ameliasburg, “who re
sides in a red-brick, two-stor- 
e j , three gabled house built by 
her parents on the very rim of 
the hill that overlooks the val
ley below.

“My father had partly made 
up his mind to set up a practice 
in Lonsdale, upon his gradua
tion as one of the first medical 
graduates from Queen’s. He 
changed his mind, however, af
ter a visit with a college friend 
living in Ameliasburg, for he 
fell in love with the village, 
end brought my mother (who 
by the way was born at sea) to 
this house, where they raised a 
large family of children, eleven 
in all.

“In those days, boats from 
Kingston and other places used
tc come up the Bay of Quinte 
and stop at Rednersville and 
father would drive down to get 
the drugs he had sent for. He 
always made up his own pills 
and medicines in a little dis
pensary which was at the end 
of the house here, but which we 
have since .taken down. Many 
i time my mother used to hang 

up the lantern at the end of 
the stable, so that father could 
see the light as he came along 
the road during a late night call. 
Ah—yes, father knew Mr. Rob
lin well . . . and many a lovely 
party have I attened in that 
grey-stone house. I remem
ber particularly, the beautiful 
broad stairway,” recalled the 
lady who knows Ameliasburg 
well.

And so glimpses and impres
sions are given of the days of 
a pioneer of the first order, who 
during his life-span of nearly a 

ent of one thousand dollars. Be- j full century, not only witness- 
sides farming five hundred acres | ed, but helped create the tre- 
and attending to his many tra d -> mendous transition from an un- 
ing schemes and flouring mills, ] civilized to a civilized state. “A 
this busy man ran saw and!man’s ability to be a pioneer of 
carding mills. From his flour j progress,” says Albert Sweit- 
mills he shipped immense qua- j zer, “depends . . .  on his being 
titles of wheat and rye flour I a thinker and on his being free, 
to Montreal; and during the Cri- | Civilization presupposes free 
mean War he exported day and'm en . . . The more completely 
night.” | his activities are taken up in

Mr. Roblin served for many i any way by the struggle for ex
years as a county councillor and 
reeve of his township and was 
also a justice of the peace and 
commissioner for taking affi
davits. Back in 1845 he took 
ever the post office and upon his 
death in 1903 he was said to be

a success to the enterprising mil- the oldest postmaster in Can-

istence, the more strongly will 
the impulse to improve his own 
condition find expression in the 
ideals of this thought . . . for 
material and spiritual freedom 
are closely bound up with one 
another.”

Freedom, it is often repeat

ed, does not come as a gift. 
Neither do grey-stone houses, 
such as this one, roofed, as it is 
in freedom, and which evokes 
in us a lasting, enriching ex- 

jperience; a possession and heri
tage that is priceless and be
longs to each and every Can
adian. But it is also a responsi
bility. For as our modern so
ciety must need overflow and 
obliterate the past and so deter 
our human need for preserving 
contact with historical areas 
that are rapidly diminishing, 

the battle to keep the best of 
the remaining ones intact grows 
more intense.”

Fortune has smiled on the 
Roblin house, in this matter, 
however, for this property is 
not only being preserved, but 
is functioning as a direct benefit 
tc the body and spirit of an in
creasing number of young Can
adians, as a summer camp. This 
came about in a regular story
book manner, through the gen
erosity of one man and the 
combined interest of a group of 
men, namely the Belleville Ki- 
wanis Club and whose president, 
(at time of writing), Mr. A. O. 
Drysdale, kindly explains;

“The camp site, including the 
stone residence^ a small barn 
and eighteen acres of land in 
the village of Ameliasburg on 
Roblin Lake, was donated to 
tire Belleville Kiwanis Club in 
1944 by Kiwanian George Wall- 
bridge.

“To convert the property into 
suitable quarters and to provide 
the necessary equipment, the 
club invested $19,989.20. The 
camp was opened in June 1945 
and continued to operate during 
the summers of 1945, 1946, 1947 
and 1948. The cost of operation 
during these years was as fol
lows:

1945 — $1,666.38; 1946 — $2,- 
519.16; 1947 — $3,207.54; 1948— 
$2,828.63 — Total: $10,221.71.

“After a study of the oper
ation of the camp by the Ki
wanis Club, it was decided to 
turn over the operation of the 
camp to the Salvation Army for 
the summer of 1949 to be used 
for the children.

“This was arranged, and the 
Kiwanis Club paid $500 towards 
the operating cost. This was re
newed again in 1950 and in ad
dition to the $500 grant, further 
cos*- for insurance and minor 
repairs amounted to another 
$500 for 1949 and 1950.

“During 1950, the directors of 
the Kiwanis Club appointed a com
mittee to investigate the possibil
ity of selling the camp, as it be
came increasingly apparent, that 
the Kiwanis Club could not again 
finance the camp operation. 
AGREED TO SALE

“Mr. Wallbridge was consulted 
as to his attitude towards the 
disposition of the property and he 
was agreeable providing the camp 
would be used, for the benefit of 
the children.

“The Salvation Army agreed to 
purchase the camp for $10,000 on 
the understanding that a similar 
type of work would be carried on 
A down payment of $1,000 was 
made and an agreement to pay 
$1,000 a year for the following 
nine years, interest free, was ar
ranged.

“In 1956, the Salvation Army 
paid off the balance of $4,000 and 
the title deeds for the property 
were transferred to them.

“During the last few years, a 
considerable amount of work has 
been carried on at the camp site, 
and we have been given to under
stand that the major operation of 
the cost of expansion has been 
borne jointly by Harvey J. McFar
land of Picton and Senator W. A. 
Fraser of Trenton.

“After the Salvation Army re
ceived the deeds for the property, 
they held an official opening 
ceremony on Saturday, July 21st, 
1956. The chief secretary of the 
Salvation Army, -Col. William 
Davidson, presided at this cere
mony and the speakers were the 
Honorable Senator W. A. Fraser, 
His Worship Harvey J. McFarland 
and myself, as President of the 
Belleville Kiwanis Club.

“The Belleville Kiwanis Club is 
very proud to have played such a 
large part in the establishment of 
this camp, and the members are 
most happy with the way in which 
the Salvation Army have operated 
the camp. It is a credit to the 
Salvation Army and has un
doubtedly enriched the lives of 
many children.” ,

The capacity for freedom per
sists. Though the Past disappears 
into the darkness of Time, it 
leaves tokens such as the Roblin 
grey-stone house, like a slipper of 
Cinderella’s on a history stepping- 
stone of how we come by the 
civilization we live by, today. 
“The vision remains,” says Fair- 
field Osborn, “for it is beyond the 
mind of man to measure the es
sences that are the heritage of 
every Canadian.”

Next the Abbott house on High
way 2, west of Trenton, ana now 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay 
Park will be discussed by the 
author.

SMALL FARMS
Ninety per cent of the entire 

agricultural area of Holland is in 
holdings of fewer than 50 acres.

life and drove down to Rednersville; 
whenever the boat came in from King
ston for medical supplies, A daughter 
and son continue to live in this family; 
home. Ameliasburg honors the mem-! 
ory of Dr. File.

DIAL WO 2-5406
And Register As a Blood Donor

To this charming red brick two- 
storey house, a young doctor, (one of 
the first graduates from Queen’s medi
cal class) brought his bride. His name 
was File. Here he raised a  family of 
eleven, practised medicine all his long


