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Building Reports 
 

Hastings Chronicle, Nov. 19, 1856, page 2, reel 2 
 
The New Bank 
The Bank of Montreal is now engaged in erecting a building on the [ se] corner of 
Pinnacle and Hotel streets, in this town, which bids fair to be the finest architectural 
ornament in the place. The building is in the modern Italian school of Astylar 
construction, with the principal story finished in vermiculated rustic work round the 
openings. The second and third story windows are finished with moulded dressings and 
rustic quoins, and the whole is surmounted with a massive cornice, supported with 
cantilevers. 
The building occupies an area of 82 feet by 47. The main building measures on the 
ground plan 47x46 feet, with a front elevation of 50 feet. It is built of a beautifully 
polished Free stone, brought here from Ohio in rough blocks. The stone is of a very light 
colour, and very easily manufactured, on account of the softness of its texture. We 
understand that it can be purchased at Ohio and brought here and worked up, as cheap 
or cheaper than the Kingston limestone can be manufactured on the ground. If this be 
the case, the Kingston stone will be superseded. The building was designed by J. H. 
Springle Esq., of Montreal, and is superintended by Mr. Hutcheson, of the same place. 
Mr. Jas. Stewart, of Kingston, is the builder and contractor, and Messrs. Cameron & 
Mudie the chief carpenters and joiners. The building was commenced on the first of last 
July; it is now ready for roofing, and will be wholly completed on the 1st of July 1857.   
 

 

Hastings Chronicle, Wed., Aug. 19, 1857, page 2  
 
Belleville—Its Improvements. 



An impression seems to have taken possession of some uninformed persons abroad, 
that Belleville had some time since reached the acme of its growth, and is now in an 
inevitable decline,—according to the predictions of some prescient correspondent of 
one of the Kingston papers, that it will soon become the dismal abode of bats and owls. 
Like many—we might say most other American and Canadian towns and cities, 
Belleville has lived somewhat too fast, and grown too rapidly on what was in many 
cases only an imaginary capital. It is the trick of dishonest speculators in all such cases 
to do a business ten times more than their real capital would warrant. The crisis, the 
exposure, and the crash, must come sooner or later in all such cases, and the bad 
effects must be seriously felt by every Town wherein they occur. 
It is one of these crises that our good “city of the Bay” has been passing through. An 
overdone credit business has been the ruin of many in this town, as it has all over the 
Province, and many places elsewhere. Belleville has not been alone or most seriously 
injured from these causes. London, Chatham, and other towns and cities westward, 
whose progress has been marvellous, are going through the same if not a more fiery 
ordeal, than we began to go through two or three years since. The only difference is that 
while we are recovering from the effects of our commercial shock and are now being 
established on a sound basis of prosperity, they have yet all their misfortunes to 
surmount.  
The following hasty sketch of the improvements in the shape of building &c. going on, 
will show that Belleville is not dead yet, but promises even better things for the future.—
The buildings referred to are either in course of erection, or have been erected within 
the last year. 
 
Jas. Whiteford Esq. is building two large Stores on Front street, one upon and the other 
adjoining the site of the store occupied by L. Grant, which was burned some time 
since.—They will have a frontage of 56 feet, and a depth of 73; the building will be three 
stories above the basement, with a flat roof, covered with the new patent cement. Each 
Store will be very large, and the interior well arranged. The front is tastefully planned, 
the floors well braced, ceilings high, and the buildings when completed will not cost 
short of £2000. They stand in a most favorable position for business. The upper part, we 
believe is intended for offices. Mr. J. Northcote is the carpenter, and Mr. Thos. Todd the 
Mason.  
 
Mr. Thos. Heard is just completing a three story brick house; adjoining the “Commercial 
Buildings,” Front St., which is intended for a Store and dwelling, and we understand is 
already bespoken. It is 22 feet in front by 75 in depth, is neatly and substantially built, 
has a large cellar, and a flat roof; will cost when completed fully £1000. Mr. Jas. Crang 
is the Architect and carpenter, and Mr. J. Woodley the Mason. 
 
The vacant space between Mr. Whiteford’s and Mr. Heard’s store is being filled up by 
Mr. Wm. Dafoe,—the wall on each side only leaving it necessary for him to build a front 
and rear wall. It is of the same frontage and depth as Mr. Heard’s, will be 3 stories high, 
and when finished will complete a block between the Commercial and Victoria 
Buildings, in connection with Mr. Whiteford’s, which will be a great acquisition to the 
town. 



 
The Marble Hall 
The Marble Hall.—Mr. Thos. J. Higgins has put up a three-story building on Front St., 
directly opposite the upper bridge, and to him belongs the credit of first introducing 
Marble for building purposes in our town. The coins, window caps and sills throughout 
are of blue marble variegated with white, the second and third stories are of white. The 
blue marble is from Madoc, the white from the Troy quarry, Hungerford. It was cut and 
dressed for the purpose of Mr. P. Salladin; one solid piece of blue marble, forming the 
door-cap, we are told weighs 23 cwt. The building is 24 ft. in front by 64 in depth; the 
lower story, 12 ft. clear, is intended for a Store; the second story, 14 feet from floor to 
ceiling, is to be fitted for a Concert Hall; the third story, 11 feet high, is intended for a 
public Hall. Gas pipes are being inserted throughout, and the wood work of the interior 
is of the most substantial kind. The entire cost of the building is £1500. Geo. Neilson 
Esq. is the Architect; Mr. John Carscallen, Joiner and Finisher; Mr. John Callaghan, 
contractor for Mason work. [H C Aug. 26, 1857, p2c6, In our sketch given last week, Mr. 
Higgins’ bldg is 27 feet in front, measuring outside the walls] 
 
The Henderson Building 
G.E. Henderson Esq. has commenced a large building just above Mr. Higgins’s, which 
when completed will be 150 feet on Front St. by 67 in depth. It will also front on Pinnacle 
St. 90 feet; wings three stories high above the basement,—main part four; the wing at 
present commenced is 51x67. The whole when completed is designed for a first-class 
Hotel, four large and commodious Stores, and dwellings and offices above. It will be of 
stone and brick, with cut stone piers for the first story, and cast iron projections, caps 
and sills; probable cost from £3,000 to £5,000. The architectural plan was drawn by Mr. 
G. Webster; John Callaghan, Contractor for Mason work, D.L. Carscallen, Carpenter. 
 
Quarrying has been commenced for a building for E. Holden Esq., just beyond the ruins 
of A.L. Smith’s building, Front St. It is to be four stories high, with a frontage of 56 feet, 
and 100 feet in depth. It is intended for Stores and offices. We understand that Mr. A.L. 
Smith also intends to put up a building of the same size as above, on the site of his 
former premises, probably this Fall. 
 
The four story stone house built some time since by S. Stevens Esq., but not roofed in, 
is, we understand, likely to be completed, workmen having been employed in pointing, 
&c. preparatory to roofing. The lower part is intended for shops, and the building is well 
situated for a hotel. 
 
The Montreal Bank [s.e. cor. Pinnacle & Hotel Streets] 
The Montreal Bank.—We have previously given the dimensions of this building, situated 
on the corner of Pinnacle and Hotel sts. It is now rapidly approaching completion, and 
for a work of taste and convenience combined, both in external and internal 
arrangements, it is unexceptionable. The building stands conspicuous, on account of its 
position and neat appearance, from distant parts of the town. It will be ready for 
occupation in a very few weeks. 
 



Corby, Esq. [Front St. west side] 
H. Corby Esq. has put up a stone building adjoining Papineau's Hotel, for a Flour and 
Feed Store in connection with Alma Mills.  The building is 22 feet in front by 112 deep, 
and is intended as the commencement of a larger structure to take the place of the 
frame building occupied as a hotel.  Although at present roofed in at the first story, it is 
intended to be raised to the height of four stories, the rooms over the store to be 
conjoined to the new hotel.  Its favourable position for such a purpose is well known.  
Brenton & Davy do the carpenter work; P. Fahey the mason. 
  

The Dafoe House  [n. e. cor. Pinnacle & Bridge Streets]  
The Dafoe House.—It has risen, Phoenix like, from its ashes, through the perseverance 
of Messrs. Dafoe, and at this moment stands forth in its wonted length, breadth, and 
height,—that is to say, it is 124 feet long by 44 deep, and three stories high. The first 
story is 12 ft. from floor to ceiling, the second 11, and the third 9. Large sitting and bed- 
rooms, a ballroom &c., are planned.  Half the lower part fronting Pinnacle st., will be 
fitted up for shops or offices, as before. The roof is very flat, for a building of its size,—
another story would have added materially to its appearance. The roof is being covered 
with patent cement by C.F. Smith. The carpenters &c. are busy at work, and it is 
expected that the building will be completed this Fall. Mr. Thos. Todd has the contract 
for the Mason work; Mr. T. Rutherford for the Carpenter work. 
 

The New English Church [n. e. cor. Church & Bridge Streets, just n. of old church]  
The new English Church.—On the hill near the site of the old Church, in a commanding 
position, stands the new edifice. The entire length of the building including the tower; is 
120 feet, and the breadth exclusive of buttresses is 40 feet,—which also measures the 
height from floor to ceiling. The Tower when completed will reach the height of 106 feet, 
and add very much to the appearance of the building. The style is Gothic, of the early 
transition period, and the mason work is called "broken ashlar," the stones being 
dressed to a level surface, but irregular in size, and not laid in courses. The architecture 
is not distinguished by any labored or meretricious ornament, but it is nevertheless 
chaste and tasteful. When finished, it will be the finest specimen of Church architecture 
in town, and creditable to the liberality of the congregation. The estimated cost is about 
£6,000.  Mr. H. Horsey is the Architect. The builders are, Regan and Andrews for the 
Mason work, and J. Northcote, the Carpenter and Joiner. [H C, Aug. 26, p2c6 – In our 
sketch of bldg ops given last week, the width should be stated as 50 feet instead of 40, 
exclusive of buttresses] 
 
In the suburbs of the town several handsome private residences have recently been put 
up, and others are in course of erection. 
 
On the west side of William street, East Belleville, the Cottage just completed by Jas. 
Noseworthy Esq. stands conspicuous, both on account of its situation and design. It is 
built strictly in the Elizabethan style, and tastefully ornamented throughout. This cottage 
is 42 feet on the front by 60 feet deep, including the west wing,—is built of brick, with 
cement covered roof, and cost £1250. The architectural plan was furnished by Mr. H. 
Horsey, Kingston. Messrs. Brenton & Davy, Builders. 



 
On the same street, [173 William] nearly opposite, Merrick Sawyer Esq. has built a 
handsome two-story residence. It is of brick, two stories high, with cottage roof, the 
main building being 42x36, besides wing for kitchen, 18x30 ft. The interior is well 
arranged for health and comfort, the halls being wide, ceilings high, fire-places above 
and below, clothes-closets, bath-room, &c. It commands a fine view of the Bay, and 
being well situated for salubrious air and productive soil, will, when surrounded with the 
growing foliage, present an air of comfort which downtowners might envy. Its cost is 
about £1000. Mr. C. Fones is the Architect and finisher,—Mr. Jas. Woodley, the Mason. 
 
In George Street, Mr. Maunder has just completed a substantial two-story house for a 
private residence, — Brenton & Davy, builders. 
 
The residence of Mr. Nathan Jones, north east corner of Bridge and John Sts., is of the 
first order. It is also built in the Elizabethan style of architecture, is 42 ft. by 38 on the 
ground, exclusive of kitchen, with verandah, and ornamental work of choice design in all 
parts of the premises. It has also every convenience attached, such as large cistern, 
bath-room, clothes-presses, &c., and being surrounded by a fertile soil and luxuriant 
gardens, it seems a perfect Elysium.—The cost of the premises was over $6000, 
exclusive of out-houses. Mr. Horsey, Kingston, is the Architect. The Mason work was 
done by T. Woodley, and the Carpenter and Joiner work by Messrs. Brenton & Davy. 
 
Dr. Stewart is also building a Cottage on the south east corner of Hotel and George 
Sts., which fronts 60 feet on the latter, with a wing of 75 on the former. The cost of the 
same when completed will be about £1,000. J. Northcote, Carpenter. —Kelly, Mason. 
 
Mr. C.V. Bogart is rebuilding on the site of his premises destroyed by fire last Fall, in 
Church St. The house is a two-story frame, with cottage roof, and will cost £600. The 
ornamental designs attached to the house and outbuildings are in good taste, and the 
position of the same is commanding. Mr. A. Stapely, Architect. J. Crang, Builder. 
 
Mr. A. Burdon, Master of the County Grammar School, has also built a comfortable 
residence on George street, being a two-story brick house 42x36 ft., the cost of which 
when completed internally, besides outhouses, will be about £400. T. Rutherford, 
Contractor. 
 
Next to Mr. Burdon’s stands the Manse, lately built for the Incumbent of St. Andrew’s 
Church in this place, Rev. Arch’d. Walker. It is a neat brick edifice two stories high, 
32x42 feet on the ground, and cost £450. G. Neilson Architect. Stone work and 
plastering by M. Brodie. Brick work by P. Horrigan. Carpenter work by T. Rutherford. 
 
The R.C. School House in process of erection on John St. will be a story and a half 
high, 14 feet brick work, upon 3 feet stone foundation. It will stand 30x50 ft. on the 
ground, add the probable cost of building will be at least £500. P. Horrigan, Contractor 
for Mason and brick work. 
 



Mr. Jas. Meagher has just erected a brick building a little East of the Depot, two stories 
high, 26x36 on the ground, with an attached kitchen 18 feet square, and a cottage roof; 
probable cost, £450. Mr. P. Fahey, contractor for Mason work; Thos. West, Carpenter. 
 
Two other brick houses are in course of construction near the Depot—one by Mr. D. 
Dafoe, the other by Mr. Bate, of the G.T.R. We have not ascertained their 
dimensions.—Several frame houses have also been put up in that locality, and others 
are now being built. 
 
Mr. A.A. Tarrant has commenced building a two-story brick house near Meyers’ Saw-
mill, on the main road. Its dimensions are 30 feet square, with a wing 24x40. Cottage 
roof. To be completed this Fall. Brenton & Davy, Contractors. 
 

The amount of capital involved in the erection and completion of the above buildings, is 
at a rough estimate, about two hundred thousand dollars!   This is hardly a sign of "ruin 
and decay,"—at least most of the good people of our Town will not feel discouraged, so 
long as their progress does not proceed at a slower rate; and it is not presumptuous to 
expect even greater and better things when the Railway from Marmora is completed, 
and the wealth from the mineral resources of the north flows freely into our coffers. 
 

 
Hastings Chronicle, Wednesday, July 13, 1859, page 2, columns 7 & 8 
 
Building Operations in Belleville 
During a recent walk through the Town and its outskirts, we were gratified to note the 
various improvements going forward, in the erection of buildings of a superior class—
showing that in the general decline of business and scarcity of money so much felt 
throughout the Province, Belleville “holds its own,” and something more. Having by 
permission of the gentlemen engaged in building operations, taken a few notes of the 
extent and design of the same, we present them to our readers. 
 
[Part of column has been cut from newspaper] 
 
Mr. Nathan Jones has made an addition to the building occupied by him on Front street 
for a length of time as a Store. It is a substantial stone building of 50x55 feet, and 2 
stories high. The part of the front building lately unoccupied, has been taken by Mr. J. 
Lewis, Hardware merchant, and, with the new addition connected, will give, the same as 
Mr. Jones’s store, a depth of 93 feet by 24 in width, inside. The cost of the new erection 
is about £300. Brenton & Davy, Contractors. Jas. Woodly, Mason. 
 

Dr. Holden  [n. w. cor. Bridge & Ann Streets, 144 Bridge Street East] is building a first-
class dwelling house on Bridge street, between William and Ann streets. The site is one 
of the best in Belleville, commanding an extensive view of the Bay and surrounding 
country. The main building is 44 feet front and 39 ft. deep, with cellar under all 7feet 9 
inches, clear.—The kitchen and wood-house to be immediately in rear of the main 
building, will make the entire depth about 83 feet.  



This house is being built of “stock brick,” made by a different process from the common 
brick, larger in size, and far superior in quality. We have no doubt they will soon 
supersede the ordinary brick, for good houses. They are manufactured by D. L. 
Carscallen. The cost of the buildings will probably be between four and five thousand 
dollars; the main building will be 2 stories high, with cottage roof, and modern 
improvements. The Contractors are Messrs. John & Mich’l Gorman, who have put up 
some of the largest and most permanent buildings in town, with credit to themselves. 
Mr. John Forin is the Architect and Superintendent. Mr. John Northcott is the contractor 
for the Carpenter and Joiner work, and from his known abilities as a mechanic, no doubt 
the finishing will be in keeping with the other parts of the work. 
 

A few rods East of Dr. Holden’s building, on the [n. w.] corner of Bridge and Charles 
streets, [156 Bridge Street East] on a beautifully elevated site, is a Cottage for Mr. J. 
Nosworthy. It is of brick, two stories high, 40x54 on the ground, including the north wing. 
The architecture is of a very neat design, and the building is constructed with a view to 
convenience. It will be fitted with a bath-room, and so arranged that both spring and soft 
water will be brought to various upper chamber rooms. When finished this will be 
delightful residence, and will command a most extensive view of the Bay, and 
surrounding country. With the wood-house, stable, carriage-house, and out-houses 
complete, the cost will be about £1000.—Reeves and Kelly, builders. 
 
Mr. Alex Watters has in course of erection on the west side of Charles street, [220 
Charles] a concrete Cottage, 30x36 feet in main building, with kitchen 18x24,—cellar 
under the latter. It will present a very neat appearance when finished, from its favorable 
position, being next to the house just built by Jas. Nosworthy Esq. Although the process 
of building with this material is slow, it is said to be very durable, as well as cheap. The 
cost of this cottage will be about $800. It is the design of Jas. Lowrie Esq., of Toronto. 
The walls were put up by Mr. E. Collery, who, we are told, is deserving of much credit 
for the manner in which the same has been done. The carpenter work is to be done by 
Mr. Thos. Rutherford, so well and generally known as an effectual and skilful workman. 
 

Mr. Wm. Davy has this season completed his brick building on George street, and it is 
now occupied by Mr. Robert Patterson. It is two stories high and 30 feet square, with a 
wing for kitchen 39x18 feet. It is tastefully planned, and with lattice-work and other 
adornments appertaining to it, together with its position, it is a pleasant as well as 
convenient residence. Its cost was about £300; built by Messrs. Brenton & Davy. 
 
Mr. M. Bowell has recently built a two-story brick house on William street. It is 26x32 
feet on the ground, with brick wing in rear 19x19,—contains 8 rooms; there is also a 
commodious stable, and out houses.—The house is fitted with gas fixtures and other 
conveniences, and its situation is both convenient and pleasant. We congratulate our 
confrere on the attainment of an object so seldom arrived at by followers of “the art 
preservative.” The cost of the building was about £450. Jas. and Geo. Crang, 
Architects. Peter Fahey, Mason. 
 
Mr. Neil McArthur has just built a first-class house on the corner of Hotel and Charles 



streets. It is 22 x 48 feet in main building, 2 stories high, with cottage roof; has a 
verandah attached, and presents a handsome appearance. The entire cost, including 
outbuildings, &c., was a little over $4,100. The Carpenter & Joiner work was done by 
Messrs. Walton and Meagher; the Mason work by Mr. Geo. Kelly. 
 
Mr. A. G. Northrup has built and is now finishing, a two-story brick house on John street, 
near the Presbyterian Church. It is in the Gothic style, and its dimensions are,—main 
building 42x34 feet, with kitchen and wood-house attached, 33 x 23 feet; walls one foot 
thick throughout; 11 feet between ceilings in lower story, and 10 ft. between upper. It is 
to be fitted up in good style, with bath-room, and other conveniences. There is also a 
brick stable and carriage-house, 20x38 ft. The whole will cost when completed, 
including Gas fixtures, $4,000. Mr. Chris’r Fones is the Architect and contractor. The 
stone and brick work was done by Mr. P. Horrigan,—plastering by T. Gardiner,—and 
the painting is being done by H’y Cornell. 
 
Mr. John Kennedy, Head Engineer of the Belleville section of the G. T. Railway, has 
built a brick cottage near the Depot; 28x32 feet, with cellar, and other conveniences; its 
cost we have not learned. The building contractors are John & Michael Gorman. 
 
Another two-story frame house has been built this season adjoining that of Mr. Kennedy 
by Mr. Jas. Watson. A new Methodist Church, erected near the above, will be fully 
noticed hereafter. 
  
Mr. Thos. Rutherford has just completed a stone building on Meyers’ Hill. It is a neat 
structure, with cottage roof, and is occupied by the Rev. Mr. McLaren. Its cost we have 
not learned. 
 
Mr. John Lewis having purchased the property lately belonging to the Keith estate, at 
the upper part of Front street, is putting the house (which had been partially burned) in 
habitable order, at considerable expense. It will, when finished, be a pleasant and 
comfortable residence. 
 
Dr. Coleman has put up a residence for himself on an eligible site a little west of the 
upper bridge, on the road leading to the Seminary. The house—two-story, in the Gothic 
style of architecture—is 28x38, with kitchen 18x20—is built of cobble stone, covered 
with Roman cement, colored a light drab for pencilling on the exterior. Its cost is £500.—
The contractors for Mason work are John Callaghan and Ryan Masson. Mr. A. 
Diamond, Sash maker, is the carpenter and finisher.  
 
The adjoining house, belonging to Mr. R. Gordon, which was partially burned last 
Spring;  is also being re-fitted, and will shortly present a thoroughly renewed 
appearance. 
 
On Yeomans’ Hill, opposite the residence of Rev. Climie, a two-story stone house 
something similar in design to Dr. Coleman’s, is built by Mr. Geo. Haynes. It is 
commodious in size, and when finished will present a very fine and commanding 



appearance. Its cost, and other particulars, we have not ascertained. 
 
Besides the new buildings erected in West Belleville, it is gratifying to be able to state 
that the tenement many years since built on the McNab property, Bridge street, and left 
in an unfinished state, having been purchased by Mr. Horace Yeomans, is now 
undergoing a thorough rejuvenating; the grounds are nicely fenced, and when the work 
on the interior and exterior of the building is completed, which it will be at considerable 
expense, it will present an appearance strikingly in contrast with its previous desolate 
and ruinous condition. 
 
In addition to the buildings above noticed, there are others which time would not permit 
us to describe,—such as the rear building of brick to take the place of wood, at the 
residence of E. Holden Esq.,—built by Messrs. Gorman,—some frame houses on 
Pinnacle st. owned, we believe, by Mr. Wallbridge,—and a two-story rough-cast house 
built by Mr. J. Northcott, a little above Patterson’s Foundry. Any person figuring up the 
amounts mentioned as invested in building purposes, together with the probable outlay 
not stated, will find no inconsiderable sum applied to the erection of a superior class of 
buildings, which, with others in prospect, will soon give the town a different aspect from 
that presented in former years.  
 
 
Hastings Chronicle May 16, 1860, page 2, column 3 
 
Our Manufactures. From the Intelligencer 
 
Moira Paper Mills, 
Situated on the River about half a mile from the limits of the Town, and owned by Mr. 
P.F. Canniff. The dam here is the highest on the River, having a fall of about ten feet, 
and the season must be extraordinarily dry to compel the mills to suspend operations. 
The Mill gives employment to 11 operatives—5 men and 6 girls—and is capable of 
making 1,000 lbs. of paper per day. 
The process by which paper is made is somewhat interesting, and for the benefit of the 
uninitiated, we will attempt a short description of it. Rags, as is well known, are the chief 
article from which paper is made, all kinds and all sorts of colors being used. They are 
first sorted—not a very pleasant or wholesome operation, we should judge, when we 
reflect for a moment whence they come, whose bodies they had covered, and to what 
uses they had been put before finding their way to the Paper Mill—the linen and cotton 
rags are separated from the woolen, the latter only being used in the manufacture of 
wrapping and manila papers, which after being cut up into fine pieces by a machine, are 
placed with a quantity of old rope into a large duster. From thence the material is 
conveyed to a bleach tub of huge dimensions, in which is put a quantity of lime, where it 
remains in a boiling state for fifteen hours. The effect of this bleaching is to loosen or 
destroy the colors. The material now presents the appearance of a dirty white. It is then 
taken to the washing engine, a large vat capable of containing 200 lbs, where it is kept 
in constant motion by the rapid revolutions of a washer, which is placed at one end of 
the vat, and which takes away the dirty water—at the other end a stream of pure water 



flows into the vat, which previously has passed through a very fine screen. After 
undergoing this process for some three hours, another bleach, composed of different 
substances, is placed in the vat, and after remaining an hour longer, the material, which 
is all the time growing whiter and less stringy, is conveyed to what is called a half-
stuffed chest, where it is mixed with a liquor, the properties of which are known only to 
the initiated. Here it is left for 24 or 30 hours. When the foreman thinks the liquor has 
performed its work, he has the embryo paper conveyed to a beating engine of the same 
dimensions as the washing engine, where it is kept in motion four or five hours. It is now 
a soft, pulpy substance, nearly snow-white, and is ready for the machine. This machine 
is some thirty feet in length and three in width, and consists of rollers and cylinders, and 
sieves and screens, of almost every conceivable size. The substance is first mixed with 
water in a fountain at the end of the machine or loom, from which it passes into a fine 
screen—it is then carried into another still finer screen, and pressed. All this time it is 
gradually forming into paper. It is now carried over several rollers to a large drying 
cylinder, and from thence passes over other cylinders till it reaches the end of its 
journey—a large reel. When this is full it is cut into the size required, carried into the 
packing room, where it is done up in bundles of one or two Reams, and is now ready for 
the market. 
The machinery in this mill is of the newest description, and Mr. Canniff is confident of 
being able to make as good an article of printing paper as is made in Canada. The 
paper on which the Intelligencer [and |Chronicle] is now printed, as well as the Leader of 
Toronto, and other journals, was made at this mill. 
 
Immediately adjoining the Paper Mill is the 
 
Moira Flouring Mill. 
Owned by Mr. James Canniff, which our readers will recollect was destroyed by fire in 
October last. Although a very heavy loser by this disastrous fire, Mr. Canniff, nothing 
daunted, had the mill rebuilt. It has just been finished, and for completeness and 
compactness, is said to be equal to any on the stream. The building is stone, four 
stories in height—it has two run of stone, and is capable of making from 70 to 80 bbls of 
Flour every 24 hours. The machinery is of the most improved description, and is so 
arranged that the mill can be worked with less manual labor than most mills, and in the 
conveyance of grain from one part of the mill to the other, the arrangements are 
admirable. The Smut machine which was formerly in the upper story, and which caused 
the destruction by fire of the old mill, is now placed in the lower story, and no danger 
from this source may be apprehended in future.—This mill has always been noted for 
the excellence of its flour, and with the new and improved machinery, and under the 
management of a first-class miller, it is manufacturing a superior article of flour, and its 
brand will stand high in the Eastern markets. Mr. C. gives employment to four men. 
Success to him. 
 
Woolen Factory 
Of  Mr. J. L. Reed. The dam here has a fall of 4[?] feet, and we were told that at no time 
of the year was there any lack of water. At present comparatively nothing is doing in the 
Wool business, the clip for the present year not having been brought to market. The 



machinery in Mr. Reed’s Mill is complete for the manufacture of satinetts, flannels, 
tweeds, and card dressing, and he informed us that about the first of June he would 
have from 10 to 12 men employed in his factory. The machinery is capable, with a staff 
of 12 operatives, to manufacture 100 yards a day, or use up from 75 to 100 lbs of wool 
per diem. 
 
Leaving Reed’s factory, we cross over to Front Street to the  
 
Foundry 
Lately occupied by Messrs. R. & R.S. Patterson. This is a large stone building, two 
stories in height, and having numerous out buildings attached. The owner, Mr. A.L. 
Smith, has moved an engine into the building, and is fitting up the premises with a view 
to the manufacture of Stoves. When in operation, we may refer to it again. 
 
Passing down the River we next come to the 
 
Woolen Factory 
Of Mr. S. Wheadon, situated on the old Meyers’ dam. Here, a little over a year ago, a 
fire—an element from which Belleville has suffered as few towns have—destroyed the 
Woolen Factory of Mr. W., and an extensive Saw Mill. In two or three weeks after, Mr. 
W. had a small building erected on the site of the ruins, in which he placed some 
machinery, and has since continued to card and dress wool, and prosecute his business 
in all its branches as formerly. It is his intention at an early day to have a large Factory 
erected here, where he will be enabled to manufacture all kinds of Satinetts, Tweeds, 
&c., &c. Last year, in addition to carding and dressing, he purchased some 30,000 lbs of 
Wool, and paid out $12,000 for hides and sheepskins. 
 
A short distance below this Factory is the extensive 
 
Iron Foundry and Agricultural Implement Manufactory 
Of  Messrs. G. & J. Brown. Here we find a large plot of ground completely covered with 
buildings, inside of which we hear the busy hum of machinery, which, managed by 
some twenty or thirty men is doing the work that a few years ago would have taken 
some four hundred men to do. Such is the onward march of human invention, that we 
find to-day a machine cutting grain twenty times as fast as one man could thirty years 
ago—a planing machine doing the work of two hundred men admirably—and other 
machinery performing labor which no number of men could perform. 
The Messrs. Brown have recently purchased the premises adjoining their extensive 
buildings, and now occupy the entire block. They give employment to between 35 and 
40 men, and their weekly wages amount to the no inconsiderable sum of $300. Their 
business this year they estimate at $80,000. 
To show the extent of their business in the Iron department, they informed us that last 
year they [used] up over 450 tons of Iron, in addition to a large quantity of steel and 
wrought iron,—In Potash Kettles they are doing a very extensive business, and of the 
Northern Farmer Cooking Stove, they turned out about 200 last year. Their famous 
Scotch Plough which is such a favorite with our agriculturists, is acquiring a Provincial 



reputation. We were informed that within the past few weeks, several orders from 
different parts of the Western Provinces for this Plough have been received. 
In their Machine Shop they manufacture Steam Engines, portable and stationary, 
machinery for Grist and Saw Mills, Planing Machines, &c., &c. 
In their Agricultural Implement department, they manufacture a variety of Ploughs, 
Threshing Machines, Horse Hoes, Cultivators, Clod Crushers, Harrows, &c., &c., and a 
Grain Grinder or Mill, which was awarded the first prize at the last Provincial Exhibition, 
and are preparing to go more extensively into this branch of their business. 
This firm have obtained several prizes at the Provincial and Local Exhibitions, and it is 
gratifying to know that the demand for their manufactures is rapidly increasing. Let our 
manufacturers but continue to improve and excel in their Implements, and they will build 
up a business that will have its ramifications all over the Province, thereby adding to 
their own reputation and wealth, and to the general prosperity of the Town. Such an 
establishment as this is of incalculable benefit to the Town, and every one will wish its 
enterprising proprietors every success in their future operations. 
 
Our Manufactures From the Intelligencer.—Continued. 
[in the Hastings Chronicle, May 16,1860, pages 2 & 3] 
 
Patterson’s Agricultural Works and Iron Foundry, 
Are situated on Coleman’s dam, a short distance below the Upper Bridge. The main 
building is of stone, 40 by 80 feet, and is 4 stories high; it has a wing of the same 
material, 25 by 75, which is used for the moulding room and smithy. The premises were 
erected last summer by Mr. W.H. Coleman for the Messrs. Patterson, and are admirably 
adapted for the extensive business which this firm are carrying on. 
The business of the Messrs. Patterson is chiefly confined to the manufacture of 
Agricultural Implements, a branch of industry which a few years ago was unknown in 
this part of the country, but which has latterly assumed almost colossal proportions; and 
it is something to boast of, that this is the largest manufactory of the kind in Western 
Canada. Of the excellence, the durability, and the finish of their Implements, it is not 
necessary here to speak; the numerous prizes and diplomas awarded to them at 
Provincial and Local Fairs, sufficiently attest their superiority. 
We may mention among their chief manufactures, a Combined Reaper and Mower, of 
which was sold last year over 200—Threshing Machines, from one to eight horse 
power, and of which it is said they make more than all other establishments between 
Montreal and Hamilton—Cultivators, five kinds—Fanning Mills, Straw Cutters, Root 
Slicers, Corn Shellers, Farm Mills, Grain Crushers, Field Rollers, Stump Machines, eight 
kinds of Ploughs, Stoves, Agricultural Furnaces, Steam Engines, Water Wheels and 
general castings.  
To show the increasing demand for improved Farming Implements, we were informed 
that compared with three years ago, last year ten times the number of Cultivators were 
sold to the farmers of this County alone, and this Spring the demand is yet greater. Of 
other Implements the same may be said. And thus it will be. For it is no longer a theory, 
but an established fact, that the demand for any article grows almost in arithmetical 
progression from the reduction of its price, to such a degree, as to render it available for 
all classes. The farmer of to-day finds it vastly cheaper and more profitable to substitute 



the Reaper for the Sickle or Cradle—the Thresher for the Flail—the Stump Machine for 
the Spade. In all branches of human labor, in all phases of human ingenuity, this vast 
increase—both of the application and the power of machinery—has been in progress for 
the last half century, and what that progress shall be for the next half century, we may 
not even conjecture. 
The Messrs. Patterson give employment to between 35 and 40 men, whose wages 
weekly amount to about $320, and the sales last year were something over $60,000. 
The business is permanently established, and is yearly advancing in popularity and 
reputation. 
 
Immediately adjoining these Works is a splendid site, on which Mr. W.H. Coleman, (as 
he informed us) intends to erect a large building suitable for a Cotton or Woolen 
Factory. The building will be erected at an early day, and let us hope when completed, 
that it will be occupied by some enterprising capitalist or company. 
 
The next establishment we visited was the 
 
Victoria Foundry, 
On Pinnacle Street, and now carried on by Messrs. Delong & Co. The buildings 
connected with this Foundry cover a large extent of ground, and are fitted up with all 
kinds of machinery, for the manufacture of Steam Engines, Mill Gearing, and other Iron 
Work. Agricultural Implements, such as Cultivators, Ploughs, Horse Hoes, Straw 
Cutters, &c. are manufactured here, and in Stoves a large business is being done. This 
establishment has been in operation but a short time, and of course, like all new 
beginners, will have up-hill work for a period, but the proprietors inform us that they 
have met with better success than they first anticipated. Employment is given to 25 
men. 
 
The Lumber Business. 
The Lumber Trade has long been a source of prosperity to Belleville and the back 
country, and whenever it is depressed a corresponding depression is felt within the 
limits of its operations. The amount of capital employed in this business is immense, 
and this capital is chiefly expended within our own country, giving employment to 
hundreds of men engaged during the Fall, Winter and Spring, in getting out the 
lumber—to hundreds more in rafting, sawing and shipping this lumber,—and to 
hundreds of others who supply the men with provisions, clothing, &c., and the horses 
and cattle with grain and hay. But this business will soon have an end so far as 
Belleville is concerned.—The supply is now nearly exhausted, and at the rate with which 
lumber has been brought down the river the past two years, at the end of five years we 
may calculate upon closing up our extensive Saw Mills. The logs are now brought from 
a distance of some 40 to 60 miles, and taking the course of the river and streams, a 
considerable proportion are run over a hundred miles. 
The lumbermen generally commence operations about the latter part of July, in making 
roads, cutting their winter hay and building shanties. About the first of September they 
commence chopping and hauling the logs to the streams, and continue until the ice 
breaks up in the Spring, when all hands are set to work driving. There are several 



difficult places on the river and its tributaries, but the two greatest obstructions are what 
are called the “Ragged Falls,” and the “High Falls.” Once over these, with a fair head of 
water, but little difficulty is experienced in bringing the lumber down to the Bay. The river 
this Spring is unusually low, and our lumbermen have had occasion to put forth all their 
energy, as well as some little ingenuity, in order to bring their logs to market. At present 
over 200 men are engaged between Canifton and Flinton in driving the logs. The water 
is now being let off from the back lakes, and Mr. Flint feels confident, that 
notwithstanding the low water, the largest proportion of the logs now in the river will be 
got safely down. 
Compared with last year, the number of logs is less by some 40,000. So far as we could 
learn, the quantity of logs which will be brought down the Moira the present season, is 
as follows: Flint & Yeomans, 80,000.; D.D. Bogart, 36,000.; Gilmour & Co., 25,000.; J. 
Lingham, 15,000.; Jas. Canniff, 4,000.; _ Bleecker, 4,000.; Others, 10,000.; Making of 
total of 174,000. 
Thus far this season, the market for lumber compares favorably with last year, when it is 
known our lumber merchants realized fair prices. The demand is good, but it is a mere 
matter of speculation whether the present rates will hold good throughout the season. 
 
At the mouth of the River on an Island, the property of the Town, is the large 
 
Steam Saw Mill, 
Belonging to Mr. D.D. Bogart, which has been in operation between eight and nine 
years. The Island originally covered about two and a half acres, a portion of which, at 
high water, was completely submerged. Mr. B. built a large dock, and has gradually kept 
filling up, so that at the present time the ground occupied is in extent some five or six 
acres. In addition to the mill, warehouses and dock, there are buildings in which some of 
the workmen reside. 
We have said that Mr. Bogart has coming down the Moira, some 36,000 logs; in 
addition to these, he has 7,000 on the Shannonville River, which will be manufactured 
into lumber at Wallbridge’s Mill, as well as 1,600 pieces of square timber, which will be 
rafted to Quebec. 
These 36,000 logs, it is calculated, will make 7,000,000 feet of merchantable lumber, 
which is chiefly sent to the Albany market. Estimating a schooner to take 100,000 feet at 
a load—which is the average quantity—it would require 70 schooners to carry this 
lumber to the market. 
The mill has four gangs of saws—two of which has 30 saws in each—another has 14—
and the other 12. Besides these there are two edging, one cutter, one circular, and two 
lath saws. These are driven by two engines of 30 horse power each. Stand for a 
moment and watch the movement of these 86 saws. How they rive the great logs with 
their restless and indomitable teeth, splitting them into planks and boards that shall build 
up the palaces of commerce in our cities, and the quiet happy rural homes. Let the mind 
go back only a few years—look into the old weather-beaten mill with its one upright saw, 
and mark its sing-song motion. What a contrast! Here are a dozen sturdy operatives 
who are all activity—and gangs of saws that cut their tens of thousands feet per day. 
There a solitary sawyer, watching the snail-like movement of his daily and nightly 
companion, while he keeps time to the music with some familiar refrain; and he is 



satisfied if he counts a few hundred feet every 24 hours. 
This Mill is capable, as we were informed, of cutting about 50,000 feet of lumber every 
twelve hours, in addition to some 16,000 lath. 
Mr. Bogart gives employment to about 60 men, besides some 40 or 50 in the woods 
and, on the river, three-fourths of whom are heads of families. The wages account at 
the mill averages about $350 per week.—The business last year was a little over 
$100,000; this year Mr. B. estimates it at $80,000. 
 
On the opposite side of the river is the extensive 
 
Steam Saw Mill, 
Of Messrs. Flint & Yeomans, probably the most extensive this side of the Ottawa. Let us 
cross over and take a view of the premises. What a busy scene presents itself to our 
view. Here are immense piles of lumber stretched a long distance along the dock 
awaiting shipment. Two schooners are moored at the wharf, and busy hands are piling 
the lumber on the decks. When this mill is in full blast, a sufficient quantity of lumber is 
made to load a schooner every 24 hours. Back and still further back, is the lumber piled, 
and men are constantly seen emerging from the mill pushing their car loads of lumber 
along the tram way. 
As we enter the Mill a still [????????] scene presents itself. Here all is life and activity. 
In the main building, where the largest gangs of [saws] are placed, are a dozen men, 
whose time hangs not idly on their hands. They all have their own departments, and are 
kept constantly employed at that peculiar species of work with which each is the most 
familiar. Everything goes on with the regularity of clock-work. The arrangement of the 
machinery, and indeed the whole management is admirable. The mill is under the 
supervision of Mr. Alex. Hamilton, an old and experienced workman. 
It has three Rolling Gang Saws, one of which has 32 saws, another 29, and another 25. 
There are two Slabber-Gangs, one having 16 saws, the other 10. Besides these there 
are 2 edging, 2 lath, 2 upright butting, 2 circular butting, a slitting, and a mully saw. 
When these are all in operation they are capable of turning out from 75 to 100,000 feet 
of merchantable lumber every 24 hours, in addition to the lath manufactured. 
Mr. Hamilton has lately added a very valuable improvement in the working of the 
Circular Saws, by making them self-acting. It is by means of an endless chain. The 
board of which it is intended to cut off the ragged edge, is placed across the two 
platforms, a butt which is fastened on the chain catches the board and carries it along to 
the saw. By this means the labor of one man is dispensed with. The saw dust which is 
used for heating the boilers, is conveyed to the fire-hole by means of a similar chain, 
thereby saving the labor of two men. 
The main building is of stone, 64 by 84 feet, and two stories high; it has a wing 20 by 
132. The machinery is of the most improved description, and everything is admirably 
adapted for the economical prosecution of the business. It has three engines, forming 
connectedly 100 horse power. 
It is estimated that the 80,000 logs will make from 11 to 12,000 feet of merchantable 
lumber, and to form an estimate of the magnitude of the business, we may state that 
during the season, it will keep four schooners in constant employment to carry the 
lumber away. 



On these premises employment is given to between 80 and 90 men, whose wages 
average about $500 a week. Last year the business of this firm amounted to about 
$80,000. This year it will not be less than $130,000.  
 
Hastings Chronicle August 15, 1860, page 1, column 7 & 8, Reel 3 
 
Town Improvements 
According to our annual custom, we proceed to give a short sketch of the buildings 
which have been erected since our last ‘round,’ or are now in the course of erection. 
Owing to the pressure of other matters on our columns, we are obliged to condense as 
much as possible. Beginning on Front St., we note: 
 
Mr. Geo. Vair, having bought the property lately occupied by Mr. Corby as a Flour and 
Feed store, near Papineau’s Hotel, has added two stories to the same, so that the 
building, which is of brick, is uniform with the three-story one adjoining. The lower story 
is 12 feet from floor to ceiling,—second do. 11 ft.—third do. 10 ft. Roof flat, and covered 
with tin. The building is 25 feet front by 112 deep, and the cost of adding to and fitting 
up the same for a dry goods store, will be £500. The position of this place of business, 
together with the style in which it is to be fitted up, will doubtless tend to bring speedy 
returns to the enterprising owner.—Mr. John Forin, Carpenter and finisher. Mr.—
Thomas, Bricklayer. Thos. Gardiner, Plasterer. 
 
Mr. W. Wallbridge is erecting a building opposite, next  Mr. Bedford’s shop, for four 
stores, each of which will have a frontage of 19 feet, and be 64 feet in depth. The 
building (brick) is to be two stories high, and from its central location will doubtless be 
occupied as soon as completed.—Jas. Crary, contractor. 
 
Mr. Wallbridge has also built two frame stores opposite Patterson’s Foundry, 40x32, 
and 2 stories high.—Jas. Crary, builder. 
 
Mr. Wm. Dafoe is completing a 3-story building for a Store &c. between Mr. Tickell’s 
Cabinet warehouse and Whiteford’s buildings. It has a frontage of 21 feet by 75 in 
depth, with flat roof, and is uniform with the block in which it is situated. The upper part, 
we understand, is already taken for Daguerrean rooms. Entire cost of the building, 
about £400.—Thos. Rutherford, Contractor. 
 
Mr. Powell is building a two-story brick house for a store and dwelling-house, directly in 
front of his workshop; dimensions, 40x22.—Mr Wilkins, contractor. 
 
Thos. Wills Esq. has also, in this part of the town, completed two very fine shops, with 
dwellings attached. The building is of brick, 2 stories high, and was built by Messrs 
Crang. The shops are each about 19x60, and at present are occupied, one as a grocery 
by Mr. Fion, the other by Mr. D. Reed, shoemaker. Underneath each shop is a fine 
cellar, extending the whole length of the same. 
 
Messrs Patterson have, within the year, put up a neat 2-story frame building for an 



office, in front of their Foundry. Dimensions  36x24. 
 
Near the upper bridge, three frame buildings have been erected,—one occupied by Mr. 
Saladin as a marble factory,—another by F Donoghue, grocer,—and the other, just 
being enclosed by Mr. G. A. Brown, is intended for a Carriage show-room on one side, 
and a hardware store, as we are informed, on the other; the upper part to be used as a 
workshop &c. Dimensions of this last building, 36x34,—cost, about £200. 
 
Jas. Whiteford  Esq. has also put up a substantial stone building for a shop and 
dwelling-house, at the upper part of the town, in the place of those burnt last winter. It is 
two stories high, 42x92 on the ground, and has good accommodations for a family over 
the shop.—J. Walton, Contractor. 
 
The old Keith Property, opposite the above, has been again rebuilt. Mr. John Lewis, the 
proprietor, has turned the ruins a second time into two commodious brick stores and 
dwelling-houses, at a cost of about £260.—Aug. Stapely, Builder. 
 
Mr. J. Chapman, near the Depot, has put up a snug stone cottage,—size 24x30; cost 
about $350;—P Horrigan, builder. 
 
Mr. J. Kain has also built a 2-story frame house near the station, size 20x26,—cost, 
about £100. 
 
In front of the above Mr. Sam [?] Hambly has put up a frame house, 20x26,—cost about 
$300.—J. F. Sexmith, builder. 
 
On Bleecker St., a frame building 24x28, with wing 30x16, has been built for Mr. T. A. 
Howard. It is intended for a grocery and dwelling, and will cost when finished, about 
$700. C Fones, builder. 
 
On the main street, Mr. Jas. Lanktree has put up a handsome frame building for a shop 
and residence, size, 27x33, cost about £250.—Thos. West, builder. 
 
On “Taylor’s Hill,” which is fast becoming, par excellence, the spot for genteel 
residence[?] we find, first, that G. Taylor Esq. is building a two-story brick house for 
leasing, [n. e.] corner of Ann and Bridge streets [152 Bridge Street East]. The main 
building is 36x28, with wing 20 feet square,—cellar under all. Space between ceilings in 
each story, 10 ft. 6 inches, and cottage roof,—the whole to be neatly finished at a cost 
of about £400.—Messrs. Todd, Contractors for Mason work. W. & G. Reeves, 
carpenters. 
 

Mr. Brenton, of the firm of Brenton & Davy, Contractors, is erecting a fine residence on 
his corner lot, opposite the above. [145 Bridge street East, s. e. corner of Bridge & Ann] 
It is of concrete, 30x30 ft. on the ground, and 2 stories high, the first being 10 ft. 8 in., 
with well planned parlor, dining-room and hall,—the upper, 10 ft. 10 in. high, giving large 
bedrooms, with closets, presses, &c. Besides the main building, there is a kitchen and 



pantry, 32x17, with bedrooms, bathing and dressing rooms &c. above. A cellar 
underneath the whole, and there will be a verandah in front of the main building, 
besides front and end of kitchen. Roof to be covered with tin.—Cost of the whole will be 
about $2000. The concrete and  plastering is being done by Mr. Thos. Gardiner,—the 
carpentering by Messrs Brenton & Davy.  
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Town Improvements 
Billa Flint Esq. is erecting a first-class building for a residence on the south side of 
Bridge St., [the block between William & Ann], opposite Dr. Holden’s new house. It is to 
be in the Italian style of architecture, and a view of the design renders it apparent that 
the structure will be at once chaste and elegant. The main building is 51x42 feet, and 
two stories high,—each story 12 feet 4 inches in the clear. Kitchen 20x18 and 10 ft. from 
floor to ceiling. Woodhouse 30x28— cellar under the whole, 8 feet in the clear.—The 
house is to be built of stock brick, with quoins and base of marble (from Bridgewater), 
will be lighted with gas, and heated by steam conveyed through lead pipes. The interior 
is to be finished in first style, and will contain every convenience, such as bath-rooms, 
closets, presses, &c. &c. The vestibule will be 10x10 ft.—main stairway 4 ft. 9 inches 
wide, with richly carved newell and balluster, the whole of mahogany. The Library, 
17x15 ft. 3 inches in size, will open into a green-house 20x12 ft. The windows are to be 
neatly fitted up with iron pilasters and Venetian blinds. The roof will be surmounted by a 
tower 12x13 ft. and have an elevation of about 45 ft. from which a splendid view of the 
Bay and surrounding country can be obtained. The roof will be covered with tin, and 
have richly ornamented cornices. A verandah is to extend on three sides of the house, 
also covered with tin. The front lawn will contain a fountain, and the position of the 
ground on all sides is favorable for ornament. Estimated cost of the building $8,000.—
John Forin, Architect. Brenton & Davy, builders. Woodly & Maunder, bricklayers. H 
Wilkins, plasterer. 
 

A frame building on Pinnacle street owned by O. Hancox, of Bath, has been thoroughly 
rejuvenated within and without, at a cost of over £50, by Mr. Fones. 
 
In West Belleville, a frame dwelling-house has been built for Mr. Cheever, in place of 
the one lately burned. Dimensions 20x28, 13 ft post. Probable cost, $400.—Fones, 
builder. 
 
Mr. E. Britton is putting up a frame house adjoining his residence, 40x20, 14 feet post, 
wing for kitchen 18x20; cost, about $1000. 
 
Billa Flint has erected a substantial frame building on his wharf for a Customs 
warehouse, the one at present used for that purpose being required for storing grain. It 
is 60x36, and 24 feet high. Probable cost, $1200—A. Stapely, Architect and builder. 
 
We last year alluded to the fact that Horace Yeomans Esq. had purchased the 
unfinished, stone house belonging to the McNab estate. Since then he has fitted the 
same up, both in exterior and interior, in the neatest style, and built a stone outhouse,—



also fenced and laid out the grounds,—at a cost of nearly £600; so that the place is now 
as remarkable for beauty, as before it was for its opposite. 
 
Mr. A. L. Hall is building a fine residence in the Grove, 24x36, two stories high, and 
contains fourteen rooms—J. Northcott, builder; J. Dolan, plasterer &c. 
 
Besides the buildings enumerated above, several private residences have been 
enlarged and improved, at considerable expense. We notice that Dr. Relyea and some 
others are using concrete in making additions to their premises. Several new buildings 
are projected, and we were informed by some builders that in no former year have their 
services been more in demand. This is a cheering feature, and we trust such “demands” 
will continue steadily to increase. 
 
 
Intelligencer, May 16, 1862, page 2 
 
Our Manufacturing Interests. 
No one who has watched the rise and progress of the Town of Belleville, but what must 
be convinced that to its manufactures it owes much of its prosperity. And of another fact 
we must all be convinced—that its future progress depends to no inconsiderable degree 
upon its manufacturing establishment. The lumbering business has contributed largely 
to our prosperity, but this resource must fail as the back country is being opened up and 
settled. Timber lands yield but one harvest to the lumberman. But our other resources 
are inexhaustible. The rich farming lands will always make a good return for the labor 
and industry of the husbandman. The mineral deposits with which the County abounds, 
will yet repay the expenditure of a large capital, and the rivers with their valuable water 
power privileges, will continually be a source of immense wealth. 
Already we can boast of having some of the most extensive Foundries and Agricultural 
Implement Factories in Canada—the work from which is inquired for in all parts of the 
Province. And notwithstanding the general depression of business, and the 
uncertainties of the future caused by the unhappy war which is being waged across the 
lines, these establishments are in a more flourishing condition than they were a year 
ago, giving employment to a larger number of workmen, and effecting larger sales. This 
prosperity is also shared by other manufactures, and every year is adding new 
branches of business. 
We do not intend enumerating the various manufactures in operation here—the ground 
was gone over a year ago—but briefly to refer to some establishments which have 
recently commenced operations, and others that have largely increased their business. 
 
Moira Spring Works. 
This is a new branch of business which was only commenced last fall, but from the 
success which has attended the efforts of the proprietor thus far, it bids fair to become 
an important addition to our manufactures. The works are on the west side of the Moira, 
adjoining the Axe Factory of Mr. E. Burrell, and are carried on by Mr. John Lewis, 
hardware merchant. The building now occupied is too small for the amount of business 
done, and the frame work is already being prepared for an addition which when 



complete will make a building of 20 by 70 feet. Six men are now employed, and the 
value of the Steel used up in a year is roughly estimated at from $6000 to $8000. The 
machinery consists of a roller, puncher, beader, cutter, and the necessary furnaces, and 
it is really astonishing how perfectly each instrument performs its work. The end of the 
plate is inserted between two heavy pieces of iron, and in an instant comes out “rolled” 
to the shape and thickness required—it is “cut,” and “punched,” and “beaded” as quickly 
and perfectly, and the machines are made to do in half an hour what it would take a 
man a whole day to do. All kinds and sizes of Springs are made at these works, and it is 
gratifying to know that they meet a ready sale. 
 
Hydropult. 
Within the past year the manufacture of the “Hydropult,” one of the most useful 
inventions of the day, has been commenced in this Town, by Mr. Vantassell, and such 
is the demand for them from all parts of the Province, that several men are kept 
constantly employed in making them up. 
 
Churn, and Grain Sower. 
The manufacture of the “Seed and Grain Sower,” by Messrs. Papineau & St. Charles, 
and Mr. Papineau’s “Patent Churn,” are giving employment to a number of men, and 
they are both machines which will always be in “active demand,” as the market 
reporters say. 
 
Planing Mill and Sash Factory. 
During last fall a large building was erected by Mr. Geo. Walton, on the island 
immediately below Coleman’s dam, for the purpose of carrying on various kinds of 
manufactures. The building is of frame, 80 by 40 feet, three stories in height, and is 
substantially built. New wheels of the most improved construction have been put in, 
capable of driving any quantity of machinery that may be placed in the building. The 
lower flat is occupied by Mr. Walton as a Sash and Blind Factory, and for Building 
purposes and also by Mr. A.E. Proctor, as an Axe Factory. The second flat is occupied 
by Mr. Roenigk, for Cabinet work, and by Mr. Papineau for his Patent Churn.—The 
upper flat is not yet occupied, but it cannot long remain so, for such a privilege for 
carrying on small manufactures, will not be long unemployed. 
 
Carriage Establishment. 
Any one who has recently passed the extensive establishment of Messrs. Brown & St. 
Charles, could not but have noticed the fine display of carriages they make. There are 
all sorts and sizes, from the large family carriage whose domestic arrangements would 
almost make a bachelor curse his “single blessedness,” to the light fancy buggy whose 
appearance is suggestive of a 2.40[?] gait—all sizes and at all prices, and finished in a 
style which would compare favorably with the work turned out of any establishment in 
Canada. All the work of a carriage from the rough hewing to the painting and plating, is 
done at this Factory. The firm give employment to between 20 and 25 men, and turn out 
from 80 to 100 carriages annually. 
 
Woolen Factory 



Within the past year a Woolen and Cloth Factory has been established in Canifton, and 
is under the management of a first-class mechanic—one who thoroughly understands 
his business.—He has machinery for the manufacture of Satinetts and Cloths of a 
quality which will compare favorably with any made in Canada. The works will soon be 
in operation, and the public will have the opportunity of knowing what class of goods the 
factory is prepared to turn out. In the meantime, we refer the reader to the 
manufacturer’s advertisement. 
 
While it is gratifying to record the introduction of new manufactures, and the prosperity 
of the old, it is a matter of regret that so many valuable privileges remain unoccupied. 
As we have before said, few places in Canada afford the facilities for manufacturing 
purposes which this place presents, and it is only necessary for an enterprising 
capitalist to examine the locality to enable him to decide where he will invest his money 
to the best advantage. There are privileges on the river the possession of which to an 
enterprising man would be a fortune, and we hope before long they will be in the hands 
of those who will turn them to some good account. 
 
  

Intelligencer, Nov. 21, 1862 - page 2 
 
Signs of Prosperity 
Probably there is no better evidence of a healthy financial condition, than is shown by 
the investment of capital in buildings.—When a man expends from five to ten thousand 
dollars in a building, it is a pretty sure sign that that man’s pecuniary affairs are in a 
sound condition, for in the great majority of cases, what he invests is not borrowed, but 
surplus capital which he has had laid up for the purpose. It is not merely a sign of 
individual prosperity, but an unmistakable evidence of the advancement and growth of 
the country. 
Belleville has shared largely in the general prosperity of the past few years. Her 
manufactures have rapidly increased—her mercantile interests have prospered to a 
large degree, and everything has denoted a healthy and prosperous state of affairs. The 
population has considerably increased within the last two years, and the number of 
souls now in Belleville will probably exceed eight thousand. Dwellings of the better class 
have been largely in demand, and although quite a number have been erected the past 
summer, this demand is not yet supplied. Shops, too, have gone up in every direction, 
and as soon as completed, tenants are ready to step in. Some of these stores are 
magnificent structures, and would ornament some of the finest streets in our cities. A 
brief note of a few of them may not be out of place, and will show the outside world what 
progress we are making in the size and style of our buildings. 
 
The Hotel Block. 
On the site of the old Wellington House, on the west side of Front Street, has just been 
erected one of the most imposing blocks of buildings in the Town. It has a frontage of 73 
feet, with a depth of 100 feet. The building is of brick and stone, is five storeys high in 
front, including the basement, and four storeys in the rear. The ground floor is laid out 
into two large stores 22 by 100 feet, (one of which is to be occupied by the Messrs. 



Sutherland,) and the office and front entrance of the [Anglo-American] Hotel. The upper 
part, and a portion of the rear of the lower flat will be used for the Hotel. In addition to 
parlors, sitting, and dining rooms, there will be no less than 48 bed rooms in the 
building. The dining room will be the largest in the Town, being 22 by 56 feet, and 11 ½ 
feet in height. In each of the stores there is a commodious fire proof safe. The walls are 
of sufficient thickness to support a building much higher, there are two cross-walls of 
brick from the basement to the roof, and the whole work presents a substantial 
appearance. The foundation of the building was commenced about the first of August, 
and on Tuesday last, the masons had completed their work. The building is the property 
of Mrs. Ashton, and has been erected under the superintendence of Mr. Wm. Reeves. 
Mr. Holbrook, the lessee of the Hotel, expects to occupy a portion of the building by next 
Christmas. The whole block presents an appearance of solidity and neatness, and when 
complete will be one of the finest in the Town. Its cost will be about $12,000. 
 
Wills' Building. 
Nearly opposite the Hotel Block, just described, on the north side of the street, a new 
store has been erected by Mr. J. Northcott, builder, for Mr. Thomas Wills.  The building 
has a frontage of 25 feet, with a depth of 75 feet.  Including the basement, it is three 
stories high in front.  It has a massive cornice of white and red brick, which adds greatly 
to the appearance of the building—Its cost is about $2,000.  Already there have been 
several applications to rent it, showing that a good class of shops are in demand. 
 
Holton’s Block. 
A short distance above, on the opposite side of the street [west side & and opposite 
Hotel Street], one of the neatest and most costly stores in the place has just been 
enclosed. It is owned by Mr. E.W. Holton, and was built by Mr. John Forin. The front is 
of brick, and is supported by heavy iron columns, manufactured at the Foundry of Mr. 
Charles Martin. These iron columns are very massive, and of unusual length, being 
fifteen feet. The size of the building is 40 by 100 feet. It is four storeys high, including 
the basement. The first story is 14 feet clear, the second 12 feet, and the third 10 feet. 
There is a magnificent sky light in the centre of the building 10 by 20 feet, and glazed 
with a superior quality of glass. The building is divided into two stores, the largest of 
which will be occupied by Mr. Holton himself. The other is already rented. The windows 
will be of plated glass, with iron sash. The size of the glass in the shop windows will be 
36 by 68 inches, much larger than any before introduced here. Another improvement is 
the introduction of the Revolving Iron Shutter, which is easily folded up by means of a 
crank, and when so rolled up only occupies a space of 13 inches. Each store is 
furnished with a fire proof safe, the walls of which are 2 ½ feet thick. The building will 
cost about $8,000. 
 
Harrison’s Building. 
Mr. E. Harrison has made some extensive improvements in his building, having had the 
entire front re-modelled, presenting a very fine appearance. The upper windows are 
arched, with heavy cut-stone cappings, the shop-windows made much larger, and 
supplied with plate glass, and iron columns (made at Brown’s Foundry) substituted for 
the old stone pillars. The improvement is marked, and adds materially to the 



appearance of that portion of Front Street. 
 
Jones’ Block. 
A short distance above Mr. Harrison's building, is a fine block, erected last summer and 
completed this spring. Messrs. Brenton & Davy were the builders. It is owned by Mr. 
Nathan Jones. The size of the building is 50 by 90 feet, is five storeys in height including 
basement, and the lower storey is divided into two commodious shops each 23 by 90 
feet, with a ceiling 13 feet clear. A hall and stairway divides the two shops.  A portion of 
the upper part of the building is partitioned off into apartments suitable for offices. It is 
the intention of the owner to reserve the third flat over one of the stores for a public hall. 
It will be a large room, being 23 by 90 feet. The building presents a splendid 
appearance, and is an ornament to the Town. The front is supported by iron columns, 
the windows are iron-capped, and the whole surmounted by a massive brick cornice, 
which adds greatly to the beauty of the building. Its cost was about $12,000. 
 
Smith’s Building. 
Mr. Albert Smith's building, the side and rear walls of which have been standing for 
some years, is rapidly approaching completion. The front is of brick, and is four storeys 
high including the basement.—It will be divided into two stores, and will probably be 
completed early next spring. 
 
Coleman’s Building. 
Mr. W.H. Coleman has just enclosed a rough-cast building adjoining Grant’s Hotel. Its 
size is 40 by 50 feet, and is two storeys high. It is intended to be finished for two stores, 
and will be ready for occupancy next spring. Cost about $1,600. 
 
Patterson’s Foundry. 
The Messrs. Patterson have had erected a frame addition to their office, which their 
increasing business rendered necessary for storage purposes. The addition is two 
storeys high, and about 25 by 50 feet. 
 
Brown’s Foundry. 
One of the most noticeable and marked improvements that has taken place this 
summer, will be seen at Brown’s Foundry. The old frame on Church Street, and a 
portion of that on Foundry Street, have been torn down, and a substantial brick structure 
two storeys high, substituted therefor. The roof, together with that of the main brick 
building on Front Street, has been covered with slate. On Church Street, the length of 
the new building is 75 feet, and on Foundry Street, 63 feet. The lower part of the 
building is used for a Moulding Room and Blacksmith Shop, the upper part for 
workshops and store rooms. The building presents a fine appearance, and the 
arrangements for storing coal, sand, &c., are admirable. To meet the increased wants of 
their business, the Moulding Room has been considerably enlarged, being now 50 by 
60 feet. It is the intention next summer to extend the brick building the whole length of 
the premises on Foundry Street. The cost of the improvements made this summer will 
be about $5,000. 
 



Having occupied so much space, we will be compelled to leave until another time a 
notice of other new buildings and improvements. 
 
Intelligencer, Dec. 26, 1862 
 
Intelligencer office removed - after 30 years.  Henceforth we may be found in the house 
adjoining, known as the "Bull Buildings", entrance Front St. between the stores of W & J 
Sutherland and W. Bullen. . . . The old office [on the n.w. corner of Front & Bridge] 
which had been immortalized by the novelist [Susanna Moodie] in her Richard Redpath. 
. . . The old building a memento of Belleville's earliest days, when it had yet to be 
reclaimed from a cedar swamp . . .   [about 1/2 a column] 
 
Intelligencer Extra [forgot date] 
 
The late fire - Total destruction of the Intelligencer office on Feb. 29,1863.  Mr. Bowell is 
in New York and will return with a complete Printing Establishment.  Our office will be 
found in Jones' New Building, 2nd flat, entrance between the stores of Messrs Elliot & 
Co. & Mr. Curtis. 2 doors south of Holden's Drug Store . . .  
 
The sufferers by the fire:  
Roche Bullen, shoemaker, and Hugh Walker, Bookseller, building owned by Alexander 
Robertson. 
Jeremiah McCarthy, shoemaker, and James Cummings, saddler. 
W & J Sutherland, Drygoods & Groceries, building owned by Commercial Bank. 
Wesley Bullen, grocer. 
McAnnany's Building on the n.w. corner of Front & Bridge was saved. 
 
Intelligencer, Apr. 24, 1863, page 2 
 
New Shops on Front Street. 
During the summer of 1862, several buildings of a superior class were erected on Front 
Street, which have added much to the beauty and appearance of the street; and when 
the buildings which are now in process of construction and those in contemplation are 
completed, probably no Town in Canada in proportion to its population will contain so 
many first-class shops as Belleville. It is gratifying to record the progress we are making 
in this direction; for there could be no better evidence of material progress than the fact 
that our business men are able, after filling their warehouses and stores with immense 
stocks of goods, to put up blocks of buildings which would adorn the streets of our 
largest cities.  
 
Take for instance, the block [the Anglo-American Hotel owned by Mrs. Ashton] which 
has been erected on the site of the old Wellington House, and it will not suffer in 
comparison with blocks of buildings in more pretentious places. Plain and simple in its 
style of architecture, it nevertheless presents a bold and massive appearance, and adds 
greatly to the improvement of this portion of the street. The upper part of the building is 
to be used by Mr. Holbrook as an Hotel, having an office and bar-room on the lower flat, 



and a hall leading to the upper storeys. The building is admirably arranged and is being 
fitted up and furnished with all the conveniences of a first-class House. Mr. Holbrook 
already occupies the lower flat, and expects to have the whole ready by the first of 
June. 
 
Adjoining the office two stores have been fitted up, the first for Mr. W. Kelly, the other for 
Messrs. J. & W. Sutherland. Mr. Kelly’s shop is 20 x 65 and is very neatly fitted up. The 
windows are large and showy, and the work inside though plain, is well and tastily done. 
The shop is ready for occupation, and Mr. Kelly is preparing to take possession. 
 
The shop adjoining, is to be occupied by our old neighbors and fellow-sufferers by fire, 
the Brothers Sutherland. It is much larger, being 22 x 96, and has windows at the rear 
end of the shop, which with the large windows in front, will afford an abundance of light. 
The shelving, counters and drawers are all finished and painted, and the whole work 
shows evidence of skill and good taste. The windows are each three panes high, and 
three panes wide, each pane being 29 x 41 inches, and of superior glass. It is a well 
finished shop, and as will be seen by advertisement, is about to be well furnished with a 
seasonable stock of goods. 
 
The building which is just now attracting the most attention is that of Mr. E.W. Holton’s, 
which is divided into two shops, one being fitted up for Mr. Holton himself, the other for 
Mr. Geo. Haymes. The shop to be occupied by Mr. Holton is 22 x 100 feet, the first floor 
being 13 feet in height. The windows are 36 x 72 inches, having four panes in each, and 
are furnished with iron sash, brass plated; the glass is the best French plate and is 3/8 
of an inch thick. The iron shutters, the first introduced here, by an ingenious contrivance 
roll up and are brought into a small compass at the top of the window. No shop in town, 
and very few in the largest cities are so elegantly and expensively fitted up as this. The 
counters are birch tops, with richly panelled fronts, and  the shelving and drawers are 
fitted up in fine style. The beautiful cornice and stucco work, designed by Mr. Forin, the 
architect and builder, add greatly to the appearance of the shop, and it is seldom one 
sees work of this kind so richly done. In addition to the light from the large windows in 
front and rear, there is an immense skylight in the centre of the building. The second flat 
which is 12 feet high is fitted up with appropriate shelving and racks for paper, carpets, 
and the wholesale department. The third story is to be also occupied with goods. The 
stairway, the balustrades around the opening on the second and third floors, and indeed 
all the work about the building is got up as the bills say “regardless of expense.” Mr. 
Holton expects to move about the first of May. 
 
The other shop has been fitted up in the same style for Mr. Geo. Haymes, and will 
admirably suit his business. It is a single shop, being 14 x 72, and has one window of 
the same size and description as in Mr. Holton’s. The upper storeys will be used by Mr. 
Haymes as workshops, and storage rooms. It is now ready for occupation, and Mr. 
Haymes expects to be snugly settled there by the last of this week. The workmanship of 
the building, reflects great credit on the architect and builder, Mr. Forin. 
 
The only other store of the buildings created last summer which is now about ready for 



occupation, is that of Mr. Thomas Wills. The shop is 22 x 74 feet, and has been fitted up 
for a hardware shop. The shelving, drawers and counters have been specially arranged 
for the hardware business, and are very neatly and conveniently made. A skylight in the 
back portion of the building with windows in the rear, and the large show windows in 
front, afford ample light. The ceiling is relieved by two very handsome centre pieces. 
Altogether the shop is well arranged. Mr. James Glass is to occupy the building, which 
will be ready about the middle of next month. 
 
 
Hastings Chronicle, Aug. 5, 1863, pages 1-2 
 
The Builders and New Buildings of Belleville. 
Since our last stroll through the Town, great changes have taken place. Destructive fires 
in which both public places of business and private residences were destroyed, have 
occurred, but what was then considered a great calamity, has turned out to be a great 
public good. True, in some instances where the insurance did not fully cover the entire 
loss of the buildings to the owners, besides throwing them out of business, individual 
losses have been very severe; still, nothing daunted by their misfortunes, these men 
have bravely set to work, and out of the ruins, Phoenix-like, may now be seen rising 
structures which will be alike a credit and an ornament to the ‘Bay city,’ and will prove 
lasting monuments to the energy and public spirit of those who have undertaken them. 
Over $175,000 have been expended for building purposes since our last stroll. Probably 
nearly one-third of that amount of property has been destroyed by fire. On these 
buildings over 500 men have been employed,—masons, bricklayers, carpenters, 
painters, glaziers, &c., at high rates of wages,—and it is difficult for contractors to get 
the number of men they require, as the buildings being all first-class, none but first-class 
workmen can be employed. Among the gentlemen who have built over the ruins of fires 
on Front Street, we may mention the names of Messrs. M. Bowell, Geo. Vair, Jas. 
Cummings, Alex’r Robertson, Geo. Neilson, John Bedford, E. Harrison, James 
Whiteford, and A.L. Smith. The greater portion of these are three-story buildings, and 
one a massive four-story, erected by Mr. Vair. On Front Street the buildings are made 
fire-proof, and covered with tin or slate. We give below a short description of the 
different buildings, with their cost, architects’ and builders’ names, &c., and challenge 
any town of the same size in Upper or Lower Canada to show a similar record of work, 
all performed within 18 months. The first building which we notice, now occupied by the 
owner as a Dry Goods Store, and by Mr. Haymes, Hatter and Furrier, is that of— 
 
Mr. E.W. Holton 
Mr. E.W. Holton,—on Front Street, near the Macdonald buildings. It is a four-story brick 
front, heavy stone walls side and rear, with a flat roof, covered with tin by Mr. V.C. Lyon. 
In the roof is a large sky-light, perfectly water-tight, made from a design by the architect, 
Mr. Forin. The building occupies an area of 4,000 superficial feet, with cellar under the 
whole, 9 feet deep, well drained, and aired and lighted by windows in front and rear. It 
occupies a frontage of 40 feet, with a depth of 100. The ceilings of the shops are 14 feet 
high,—2nd 12 feet, 3rd, 10. The large double shop is 23 x 100 ft,—is finished in the 
most tasty manner, and warmed with a hot-air apparatus. The floors in the 2nd and 3d 



stories are pierced through, so as to admit the light from the huge skylight through all 
the building. The ceiling of the shop is beautifully decorated with stucco cornices, and 
three large centres, from which are suspended magnificent gassaliers. The hot-air 
register in the centre of the floor is of bronze, and of a very chaste pattern. The windows 
are 6 feet wide by 12 feet high, with four panes of plate glass to each, divided by a silver 
bar, and having a depth of 6 feet, or an area of 36 feet for displaying goods. Mr. 
Haymes’ shop is fitted up in the same style as the other; the window is however larger, 
being 7 x 12 feet, also composed of 4 panes of heavy English plate glass. The upper 
stories are used as manufacturing rooms, and are reached by a winding staircase in 
rear of the shop, of beautiful workmanship, and too good to be hidden in the manner it 
is. So much for the inside. Both shops are fitted with revolving iron shutters, which are 
let up and down by means of a crank. In fact we may say it has an iron front to nearly 
the second story, where the brick work commences, in which are 10 windows, with iron 
ornamental sills and caps sanded. Six iron pillars support the upper front of the building, 
three weighing  a ton each, and the others 15 cwt,—the whole of the casting being done 
at Martin’s Foundry. A very neat cornice is above the doors, and the top of the building 
is also surmounted with a rich cornice, giving altogether to the building an appearance 
of richness and taste which reflects the highest credit on all concerned. The plans were 
drawn up by Mr. John Forin, Architect, who also superintended the work; the Mason 
work was done by Mr. Woodley. Entire cost of the building, $15,000.  
 
In the rear of this building, and on the bank of the river, Mr. Holton has erected a large 
stone storehouse, two stories, 46 x 70, covered with slate by W. Boswell; cornices, 
doors, &c. tinned; perfectly fire-proof. Cost, $1,500.—The same parties were employed 
to build it.  
 
On the Ashton estate has been erected, on the site of the old “Wellington House,” torn 
down to make way for this magnificent [AngloAmerican] hotel, a splendid four-story 
brick building, having a frontage of 76 feet and a depth of 100. Two shops are placed in 
the first story above the basement, one of which in particular, occupied by J. & W. 
Sutherland, is very large and commodious, being 22 by 96 feet; ceiling 13 feet; the 
windows are 7 feet wide by 11 ft. 6 inches. The front counters measure 66 feet. There is 
a raised platform in the rear of the shop, for the display of groceries. The other shop, 
occupied by Mr. Wm. Kelly, is 20 x 60 feet, with the same height of ceiling &c. The 
Hotel, built expressly for Mr. Holbrook, under his own supervision, occupies all the 
remaining space, and is fitted up with every convenience. There are altogether 56 
rooms in the Hotel,—41 bed-rooms, the rest parlor, dining, and sitting rooms. The dining 
room is very commodious, being the largest in town, 96 x 22 feet, capable of seating 
with ease 200 persons. The bar-room, which is in front near the gateway, is also very 
large, 51 x 14; from the bar a stairway also leads to the upper part of the building, the 
dining room, &c. The halls, corridors, bar, dining room and parlors, are heated with hot 
air, and it is thought it will not be necessary to have a stove in the house, except for 
cooking purposes. The cellar or basement, in which is the kitchen, is 8 feet in height, 
and extends underneath the entire building. The dining room is served from the kitchen 
by elevators, or dumb waiters. The ground floor contains the bar, gentlemen’s sitting-
rooms, and the hall containing the staircase leading to the upper parts of the Hotel; 



these rooms are 13 feet in height. The second story, containing the Ladies’ sitting 
rooms, parlors, and dining rooms, is 12 feet high, with very airy, large halls, beautifully 
arched, leading in all directions. The third and fourth stories, height respectively 10 and 
9 feet, contain private parlors, sitting rooms, and bed rooms, partly laid out in suits. The 
Hotel is now near completion, and will in a very short time be open for the reception of 
visitors; and we have no doubt it will be found equal to any Hotel in the Province.—The 
rear and side walls are built of stone, and are about 2 feet 6 inches in thickness. The 
front is brick, with cut-stone facings; caps of the windows slightly arched, with carved 
keystones, the whole surmounted by a very fine dentilated cornice. The roof was tinned 
by Mr. V.C. Lyon. The mason work was done by the Messrs. Gorman, and the Joiner 
work by Mr. Wm. Reeves. Cost, about $10,000. 
 
Mr. George Vair is building on the site of the old “Bull buildings,” lately destroyed by fire. 
The building will have 33 feet front by a depth of 100 ft., and will be carried up four 
stories above the basement, which extends underneath the whole building, and is 8 feet 
in depth. The height of ceiling in the shop will be 14 feet; 2nd story, 12 ft.; 3rd story, 10 
ft. 6 in.; 4th, 9 feet. The roof, which is to be tinned, will have a large skylight in it, on the 
same principle as the one in Mr. Holton’s building, both being designed by Mr. Forin. 
The side and rear walls are built with stone, and are about 2 feet thick. The front is built 
with large brick, with cut stone piers, iron pillars, cut stone sills, the top of the windows 
slightly arched, with cut stone caps, and a carved key-stone. A compound cornice runs 
over the doors and windows, having a depth of about 2 feet, with ornamented frieze-
work, and carved pendants. A cornice of the same description, about 8 feet deep, will 
run across the front of the building at the eaves. This will be one of the most substantial 
buildings in town, and will also present from the front a very rich appearance, the 
ornaments being very elaborate in design, and will no doubt be equally well executed. 
Judging from the cost of other buildings in town, we scarcely think the price given us by 
the architect, $10,000, will do much more than half finish it.—The mason work is being 
done by Mr. Geo. Thomas; the carpenter work by Mr. Forin, who is also the architect. 
 
Mr. Neilson has in course of erection a large brick building, designed for stores, offices, 
and a Music Hall. On the ground floor there will be three shops; two 21 x 71, and one 14 
x 71, with windows of four panes of heavy English glass separated by silver rods; these, 
with the hall door and gateway, take up the entire frontage, which is 76 feet, the depth 
of the building being 74 feet. On the second floor, south division, there will be two suits 
of offices, of two rooms each, with a vault attached to each. The vaults measure inside 
3ft. 10 inches by 5ft. 8 inches, and are 8ft. high. In addition to these offices, there will be 
a dark room 16 x 26, to be used for storing the furniture of the Hall when required for 
that purpose. In the third story, same division, there will be a room 22 x 71 feet, lighted 
with three windows in front, and three in the rear, with a large sky-light in the centre. 
This will be an excellent place for either a Daugerrean artist, dentist, printing office, or in 
fact any business requiring a large, airy, well-lighted room. Height of ceiling, 10 feet in 
front and 8 feet in the rear. Height of offices, 10 feet 6 inches. On the second floor, north 
end, is the Music Hall, 38 x 71, with two dressing rooms, 13 x 14 feet, and a supper 
room, 13 x 71, in the 3rd story, over the entrance hall, or centre division.—The stage will 
be at the south side of the room, and will take up in its widest part, a space of about four 



feet of the hall,—the entire width of the stage being 10 feet, by 20 feet in length, being 
one of the largest stages in the Province. The greater part of the middle hall will be used 
for the purposes of dressing-rooms, and the stage,—the respective entrances to each 
being directly opposite to each other. Having a regard to acoustics, Mr. Neilson has 
determined that the hall shall be a perfect parallelogram, the walls perfectly smooth and 
square, without a solitary cornice or projection in the entire room, and the stage so 
arranged that no matter in what position a person may be placed, every sound will be 
distinctly heard. The height of the room is seventeen feet,—and allowing a person to 
occupy a space of 3 x 2ft. it will seat comfortably four hundred persons. The hall is 
lighted by 6 windows in front, 14 feet high, by 3 wide, and 4 in the rear, same size. The 
joists, upon which the floor of the hall is laid, extend the entire width of the hall, securely 
and firmly fastened in the walls at each end, and supported in the centre by two heavy 
brick walls, enclosing the single shop, and will consequently bear any weight that may 
be placed upon it. The cellar extends under the whole building, and is perfectly lighted 
and ventilated. In the rear, the floor of the cellar is even with the passage outside, so 
that a horse and cart can deliver a load at the door without trouble or inconvenience. 
The front of the building is to be of brick, with iron columns, and wooden caps and 
corners. The windows are placed in panels, with pilasters running from the cornicing 
over the doors to the top of the windows in the hall, where each pilaster is surmounted 
by a capitol, above which runs a belt, in relief. The whole to be finished up with panel 
work, and mouldings and cornices. The roof flat, and covered with tin. The whole 
building will be a great acquisition to the Town, and in a short time the hall will be 
considered indispensable. The plan was drawn up by Mr. Neilson himself, Mr. P. Fahey 
being his foreman in the Mason work. The entire cost will not be less than $12,000. 
 
Mr. A. Robertson, Solicitor, is erecting on his premises rendered vacant by the late fire, 
a large and substantial building, the second story of which is now in course of erection. 
It covers an area of forty-five feet front by fifty feet depth, with cellars of 9 feet from floor 
to ceiling. It is intended to be raised three stories, the rear and end walls of which will be 
stone, the front large brick, with cut stone facings. It is designed for three shops, 14 x 50 
feet each, with 12 feet ceilings, and large windows of four panes each, giving them a 
light and airy appearance, and rendering them suitable for dealers in any retail 
business. The second and third stories will be fitted up for dwellings, with entrance from 
the rear of the shops, with 10 feet ceilings, and a further projection of several feet for 
cornice. The whole building will be covered with tin or patent cement. 
 
The proprietor has thus laid out his building to supply the great demand for single 
shops, caused by the erection of so many wider stores up the street. They will all be 
occupied as soon as finished. The block will be completed about the end of September, 
and will cost about $4,000. The Messrs. Gorman, builders. 
 
Mr. James Cummings has also been obliged by the fire to erect a new building. He has 
now nearly finished a very neat two-and-a-half story brick house, 31 feet front by 50 ft. 
deep, containing two shops, each 14 x 50 feet deep, with windows 12 feet high; height 
of ceiling 13 ft; a cellar extends under the whole building, 8 feet in depth. The upper 
part, intended for dwellings, contains 10 rooms, the two upper ones being 24 by 14 feet 



each, and are lighted by dormer windows from the front. A verandah is to extend from 
the second story across the whole building, 7 feet wide.—He is also erecting in the rear 
two workshops, 20 x 31 feet, 1 story, brick, and fire-proof.—Messrs. Gorman, masons; 
Mr. John Brennan carpenter. Cost, $2,800. It will soon be ready for occupation. 
 
Mr. M. Bowell is now erecting, on the ruins of his building destroyed by fire last winter, a 
large and commodious store and office, two stories in height. It has a frontage of 30 feet 
and a depth of 80. The shop will be 23 x 80 feet inside measure; height of ceiling, first 
floor, 12 feet; second story, 10 feet. The first floor is to be fitted up as a crockery shop; 
the upper part, which will be well lighted at both front and rear, and which will cover the 
whole area of the building, will be used for a printing and publishing office. The cellar is 
7 feet deep, and full size of the building. A neat cornice will run across the building over 
the doors and windows, with a large bracket cornice at the eaves. The mason work was 
done by J. Wickett. R. Kennedy, contractor. Cost, about $3,000. 
 
Mr. Thos. Wills has built a large new store and store house, on the old Campbell 
property, which presents from the front a rather neat appearance, being built with red 
brick, with facings of white, or patent brick. The building has 25 feet front by 75 depth, 
with cellar the entire size of the building, 8 feet in depth. Shop whole dimensions of 
building. Height of ceiling, 12 feet; the room upstairs is 35 x 25 feet, with a height of 10 
feet. The building from the front has the appearance of a three-story building, but it is 
only two stories. It is occupied by Mr. James Glass, as a hardware store, and is very 
convenient and commodious. It was built by Mr. J. Northcott, contractor. Probable cost 
$8,000. 
 
In connection with this building a large two story fire-proof stone warehouse has been 
erected, 23 x 26. Slated by Mr. Boswell.—Northcott, contractor. Cost about $800. 
 
Mr. E. Harrison has entirely re-fitted up the two shops, one occupied by himself as a 
bookstore, the other by Mr. Ritchie, Dry Goods Merchant, and has put in an entirely new 
cut stone front with iron pillars. The two shops are large and commodious, and we may 
merely mention that the style is Roman. A heavy cornice of cut stone, with carved frieze 
work, extends across the building over the store windows. The windows in the second 
story are surmounted with a carved keystone, and present a very beautiful appearance; 
they are seven in number, and we have no hesitation in saying that when the third story 
is added to the building, (prospectively,) it will be second to none in town either in grace 
or architectural beauty. The alterations cost about $1,500. C. Fones, Architect and 
builder. 
 
Mr. Harrison is also building, directly opposite his place of business (the scene of the 
late fire), a large and substantial three story brick building, with cut stone front as high 
as the second story. It will contain three shops, two of them 21 feet front by 80 feet 
deep, the other 80 x 12, and all fitted up in the most approved style; windows of heavy 
English glass. Under the whole building, and separated by fire-walls, are cellars the 
entire size of each shop, and 8 feet in height. These stores, with half door and half of 
gateway, make a frontage 64 feet, with a depth of 80. The piers will be of cut-stone, and 



the mouldings and frieze-work supported with iron pillars cast at Wallbridge’s Foundry, 
weighing about 1000 lbs. each. Along the windows will be run a heavy cut stone 
moulding, above which the brick work will commence. The sills and arched caps of the 
windows to be of cut stone. The building to be surmounted by panel work, mouldings, 
and cornice, of an elaborate pattern, with carved pendants. The upper stories will be 
used for dwellings and offices. The building will be covered with tin, and be perfectly fire 
proof. The mason work was performed by Mr. Thos. Todd; the carpenter and joiner 
work by Mr. Fones. Cost when completed, about $12,000. 
 
Mr. John Bedford is also erecting on his old [?????] a [???????] three-story building, 
the same style as the above, forming with it one of the largest and most [??????????] 
as well as one of the finest blocks in town. Mr. Bedford’s building has a frontage of [??] 
feet; the shop will measure 23 x 80 feet; the upper part for residences or offices. The 
style of front the same as that given above. Todd, mason; Fones, carpenter & joiner. 
Cost, about $9,000. 
 
Mr. Whiteford is also building, over the ruins of his late tenements, a three-story brick 
building in front, sloping back to 16 feet high in the rear. The height of ceiling on the first 
floor will be 12 feet, second 10, third 9 feet 6 inches; front to be extended 8 feet 
upwards, with panels and cornice. The building has a frontage of 84 feet, by 70 feet 
deep, and contains three shops; two 19 feet 10 inches by 70 feet in depth, and one 12 
ft. 6 in. by 70 ft. with dwellings over each. Had this building been constructed on the 
original plan (in conformity with Messrs. Harrison’s and Bedford’s) the whole would have 
formed the largest and handsomest block of buildings in town, but owing to some 
misunderstanding, the design was unfortunately dropped. Mason, James Johnston; 
Carpenter, Jas. Crang; Geo. Watson, Architect. Cost, about $4,000. 
 
Mr. A.L. Smith is repairing the ruins of his three-story brick on Front street. There are 
two shops, one 20 x 63 feet, the other 24 x 50 feet; height of ceiling, 1st story 12 feet, 
2nd 10 ft, 3rd 6 ft. A cellar 8 feet deep under the whole building, and divided by a fire 
wall. The building is very neatly finished, and surmounted by a very chaste cornice in 
brick. The upper stories will be fitted up for dwellings. P. Horrigan, Mason. S. Young, 
Carpenter. Cost, $3,200. 
 
Mr. Wm. Coleman has nearly completed a very neat rough-cast building on Front St., 
near Grant’s Hotel. It is designed for two stores, and the attic is lighted with dormer 
windows. The building has a frontage of 40 feet by 50 in depth, with a cellar underneath 
the whole, accessible to teams from the rear. There is one double shop, 22 x 50 feet, 
and a single one, 13 x 50; they are both fitted up in the same manner, in the latest 
styles, and to be neatly ornamented with stucco centrepieces. The upper part of the 
building is admirably situated for a dwelling (the parlor commanding a view of Front 
Street, from the wharf to the upper bridge), and contains ten rooms. The outside of the 
building is ornamented with beautiful mouldings and dentilated cornices, giving it a light 
airy appearance. Joiner, Jos. Kempt; H. Wilkins, Plasterer. Cost, $3,200. 
 
Mr. James Grant has also built on Front Street, near the Railway Station, a story-and-a 



–half tenement house, 52 x 80 feet, with back kitchen, out-buildings &c. complete. 
There is room for two families, each having 10 rooms, and outbuildings quite separate 
from each other, and finished in a very comfortable manner. Entire cost of the building, 
about $1000. 
 
Mr. Samuel Belch has built a very neat two-story dwelling house, with brick front. 
Dimensions, main building, 29 x 40, and contains a dwelling-house and store, 16 x 12, 
and is used for a bakery. The bakery is on the south end of the building, and is 12 x 20, 
not counting the ovens. The back kitchen is 18 x 33, in the basement of which is the 
room where the soda water is made. The whole is nicely fitted up, and occupied. Geo. 
Thomas, builder. Cost over $1,500. 
 
Mr. G. Reed has built a two-story frame house, next door to the above, 23 x 30 feet. It 
was built by C. Serviss, and cost about $600. 
 
Brown & St. Charles have fitted up Reed’s old wooden ?????, as a waggon,carriage, 
and sleigh manufactory. The main building is ?? by ?? feet, and two stories high, the 
lower story of which is occupied by Brown & St. Charles as a wood-workshop, having 
water power sufficient to drive the heaviest machinery. In this room is now made almost 
every description of work in their line, which formerly they were obliged to buy in a 
foreign market. The blacksmith shop attached is 24 x 40, with three fires, blown by a fan 
driven by water-power. Part of the machinery was put in by Mr. Brown, and part by Mr. 
Wallbridge,—giving facilities for turning out a waggon or buggy each day. The upper 
portion is fitted up as a Sash and blind factory, and is occupied by Mr. James Cowan. 
The entire cost of fitting up the building is $800. 
 
G. & J. Brown have built two large additions to their already extensive premises; one on 
Church street, a large brick building for engine room, and blacksmith shop, 73 x 33, 
having a turning-shop upstairs. The other, on Foundry street, 68 x 43. With these 
improvements, we may count this as one of the largest establishments of the kind in the 
Province. The entire brick portion of these premises has been slated by Mr. Boswell. 
The entire cost of building new buildings and repairing the old, so as to make them 
uniform, is about $4,000. Thos. Rutherford contractor. 
 
Crossing from Brown’s Foundry we observe that quite an extension has been made to 
the M.E. Church, and ascertained that the principal addition measures 36 x 24, besides 
a vestry 32 x 20, thus yielding nearly twice the accommodation to that available before. 
It is to be completed by 1st October next. The outlay will be somewhere about $1.600. 
The Messrs. Gorman did the mason work. 
 
Mr. Richard Elvins has erected a very neat and commodious two-story brick cottage on 
the “park lots,” near the Belleville Seminary. The main building is 26 x 35 feet, and 21 
feet high. Kitchen, 25 x 15 feet, also two stories. In the main building there are 8 rooms, 
and in the kitchen 4. Parlor, 14 x 25 ft.; dining room, 15 x 17 kitchen, 14 x 16. The 
house in front and one side, as well as the kitchen, will be surrounded with verandahs—
making in all 106 feet. The cellar is 7½ feet deep, and extends under the whole house. 



Mr. Elvins having a desire for “elbow room,” has wisely taken a place where he can 
make himself comfortable. He has five acres of garden, three of which have been 
planted with the choicest fruit trees to be had in the country. The remainder is occupied 
by the house, out-buildings, flower and vegetable garden, and we have no doubt the 
proprietor will reap a rich reward for his enterprise in health and comfort. The Mason 
work was performed by H. Wilkins. Slating by Wm. Boswell. F. Cantlebury, Joiner. Cost, 
over $2,500. 
 
Mr. A.E. Proctor, whose building fell some time ago, has built a very large and 
substantial three-story frame manufactory, 40 x 80 ft. One half of the lower story is fitted 
up as an axe factory, with room for ten men to work comfortably; the other half is fitted 
up as a Sash, blind and door factory, and is occupied by Mr. Walton, where from six to 
ten hands are employed. One half of the second story is occupied by Mr. Roenigk as a 
Cabinet factory, who employs from 15 to 20 hands; the other half is occupied by Mr. 
Jas. Thayer for the manufacture of churns, washboards, &c. The third story is not 
occupied. This is perhaps one of the best water-powers on the river, and plenty of 
machinery for all purposes. Cost of the building about $2,500, exclusive of fitting up. 
Geo. Walton, Architect and builder. 
 
Mr. Wm. Powell has built a fine two-story brick house on Foundry street, in the rear of 
the M.E. Church. It is 25 x 36 feet, containing nine rooms. The mason work was done 
by the Messrs. Gorman. Cost about $1,000. 
 
Mr. McCreary has built a very fine two story brick dwelling house, directly opposite Mr. 
Elvins’, on the Park lots. The building is 26 x 80 feet ceilings, ground floor, 8ft 3in, 2nd 
story, 8ft 4in. It contains 8 rooms; cottage roof, slated by Mr. Boswell. The mason work 
was done by Mr. Wilkins; carpenter work by Thos. Rutherford. Cost $1,000. 
 
An addition has also been made to the R. Catholic Church, the dimensions of which are 
16 x 50, the projection for the tower, measuring 18 feet square, the mason work of the 
tower extending up 126 feet, upon which is a spire 92, tinned, with bracket windows; the 
whole surmounted by a gothic cross, 25 feet in height, with arms extending 7 feet on 
each side. At the base of the spire, stand 4 cut-stone pinnacles, 25 feet high. The 
designs which are of the Gothic style of architecture, were drawn up by Mr. H. Bowes, 
Architect, Kingston, and the work admirably performed by Mr. P. Horrigan, mason, and 
Mr. West, carpenter. The spire was tinned by Mr. Linklater. The whole is admirably 
designed, and is an ornament to the town. Cost about $10,000. 
 
Congregational Church.—A very neat little frame church in the Gothic style has just 
been built on Hotel street, opposite Mr. Benson’s residence. It measures 36 x 50 feet, 
and is 35 feet high, with a Vestry 30 x 22 feet, and 12 feet ceiling, for Sabbath School 
&c. On the exterior the boards are placed perpendicularly, and battened; the windows 
are tall and narrow at the sides. The front is relieved by two large Gothic windows, a 
colored glass-light over the door, and a large ornamented circle above. The interior is 
neatly and plainly finished, and will seat about 850 persons; a gallery runs across the 
south end. The drawings were made by Mr. Stapely, and the work performed by Mr. 



Wesley. Cost, $2,200. 
 
New Wesleyan Church.—On the [north] west corner of Bridge and Church streets there 
has been commenced a large Wesleyan Methodist Church, the basement of which is 
completed. Its size on the ground is 110 x 70 feet, with tower 25 x 25, one-half the tower 
being outside the building. The basement is full size of the church, above ground on 
three sides,—is 14 feet high on the inside, and will be divided into six class-rooms and a 
large school room, capable of seating 750 children. The main body of the church will be 
24 feet high, with square ceilings,—gallery on three sides,—and will seat 1500 people. 
The tower with steeple will be 200 feet high, and contain a town clock. The front is to be 
of the Byzantine style of architecture—the entire walls of stone, and the roof covered 
with slate. The plans and specifications were drawn by Mr. Stapely, and the Mason 
work thus far done by Mr. G. Thomas. Probable cost, $25,000. 
 
Mr. E. Chandler has erected a large and commodious brick dwelling house on William 
street. It is 36 x 44 feet, with a kitchen and woodhouse, 26 x 18 feet. Both kitchen and 
main building are two stories high, with ceilings of 10 feet in height each story. In front of 
the building is a large portico and balcony. The whole exterior and interior is fitted up in 
the latest and most convenient style. It contains a cistern, bath-room, closets, in fact 
everything that could conduce to the comfort of a family. The mason work was 
performed by G. Thomas. J. Forin, Architect and contractor. Cost about $3,500. 
 
Mr. John Bell has added a very extensive Grapery to his eligible premises [s.e. corner of 
Queen & George], covering an area of 440 feet. The supports are of iron, and are 
elliptical in form, having an altitude of 14 feet. The ground dimensions are 11 x 40 feet. 
It is strongly and neatly built, being well coupled and braced with iron, and was 
constructed from a design by Mr. J. Forin. Cost, $600. 
 
Mr. C. Holden, of the firm of Holden & Co., is erecting a very extensive private 
residence of brick, with stone corners, on Taylor’s hill [ 134 Bridge Street East, n.e. 
corner of Bridge & William] nearly opposite the residence of Mr. Flint. In style it is 
compounded from the Italian and Gothic models, and will present when finished, judging 
from the “elevation,” a very light airy appearance, as well as one of real comfort. Its 
extreme dimensions are  64 x 40 feet. Height of ceilings of the two first stories 11 feet, 
and of the third 9 feet. The drawing-room measures 18 x 20 feet; parlor, 12 x 18; hall, 
10 x 21; dining room 21 x 13; kitchen, 18 x 13; woodhouse, 30 x 17; with a cellar 7½ 
feet deep under the whole house. The front elevation shows a large bay window, a 
portico and verandah, and four French windows. At the side or entrance there is a large 
vestibule, entered through two perforated iron panel doors. A beautiful garden is 
attached to the house, which is surmounted by a French picket-fence, on a solid stone 
base costing $800. The entire cost of the building is [???] [???] at $5,000. Mr. G. 
Thomas, Mason; Mr. John Forin, Architect and builder. To be slated by Mr. Thos. 
Gardiner. 
 
In the rear of this building [on William Street] has been erected a large and commodious 
coach-house and stable, 46 x 17. It is one and a half stories high, built of brick, and 



slated; same builders. Cost $700. 
 
Mr. John Cook is building a very neat stone cottage on Charles Street, Taylor’s hill; it is 
two stories high, and covered with slate by Wm. Boswell, being the first dwelling-house 
slated on the hill. It is beautifully situated, and will form a comfortable and commodious 
residence. Size on the ground  80 x 40 feet, and two stories high. The mason work was 
done by Thos. Todd, and  the Joiner work by Thos. Rutherford. Probable cost, $1,500. 
 
Mr. Wm. Davy is building a two-story brick house on George Street. Main building 31 x 
31, with kitchen attached 32 x 20, at a cost of about $2,000,—will be a delightful 
residence when completed. The mason work is being done by T. Maunder. 
 
Mr. Geo. Boulter, Dundas Street, is finishing a two story brick building 36 x 28, with 
kitchen 20 x 34, cottage roof. Probable outlay $2,000. Geo. Thomas, builder. 
 
Mr. James Crang has built a very fine rough-cast two story dwelling-house, on William 
street. It is 25 x 33 feet, and contains eight rooms, with outbuildings &c. attached. It was 
built by the proprietor himself, at a cost of $1,800. 
 
Mr. Joel Jellyman has built a brick dwelling house, for his own residence, on East Ann 
Street. It is 22 x 28 feet, two stories high, and cost $900. Mason work by G. Thomas, 
Carpenter work by the owner. 
 
Opposite Mr. Cook’s new house on Charles Street, a new two story rough-cast house 
has lately been built by Mr. Bryant; and in the rear of Mr. McArthur’s residence, a 
concrete cottage has been put up by Mr. Wm. Sutherland. The dimensions and cost of 
these buildings we were unable to ascertain. 
 
In West Belleville, Mr. Woodley has built a comfortable dwelling house to replace the 
one destroyed by fire last winter. Mr. Ellis, butcher, has also built a commodious 
residence on the street leading to the Seminary; and a large two-story stone building 
near the Grove Mills, commenced by the late Burleigh Hunt, is now nearly completed. It 
is about 34 x 40 feet, and contains 10 rooms, besides the basement, which contains the 
kitchen, pantry &c. The roof was slated by Mr. Boswell. Cost over $1,600. 
 
Some other buildings are on the eve of commencement, but we must content ourselves 
for the present with the foregoing enumeration. 
 
Erratum.—A ridiculous blunder occurred in that part of the “Editor’s Walk” which 
appears on our first page, and passed unnoticed until after the first side was worked off. 
In transposing two words, “iron” and “sanded,” in the description of Mr. Holton’s building, 
the word “iron” was omitted entirely. The line reading “sanded ornamental caps and sills 
sanded,” should therefore read, “iron ornamental caps and sills, sanded.” 
 
 
 



Intelligencer, Aug. 28, 1863 
 
Removal: The Intelligencer Office, on Sept. 1, will be found in the new building just 
completed on the site of the premises destroyed by fire last winter on Front St.  2nd 
door north of Bridge St. 
 
Intelligencer, Aug. 28, 1863, page 2 
 
Fire: 6 buildings destroyed . . . Fire started in the rear of J. Stevenson, Merchant tailor . . 
. spread to adjoining buildings occupied by J.W. Turner, Tinsmith; E. Chandler, 
Druggist; __ Sarles, as a dwelling; J.W. Brown, Tailor.  These buildings were owned by 
Jacob Cronk. . . . and a small building owned by Mr. J. Whiteford. 
 
Intelligencer, Oct. 30, 1863 
 
Disastrous Fire - Patterson Foundry Office, the building being of wood, the fire spread, . 
. . large quantity of valuable Patterns, lumber, and Agriculture Implements destroyed. . . 
. The fire extended to sheds and barns of the Stevens' House, which were totally 
destroyed. . . . The Foundry and Stevens' House were saved. 
 
Intelligencer, May 6, 1867 
 
Our Manufacturers 
[I have condensed this, L F] 
Messrs. Brown are the largest manufacturer of Iron & Agricultural Implements.  Their 
premises front on Foundry, Church and Mill Streets.  Within the last 2 years the 
premises have been nearly all rebuilt and furnished with new and improved machinery. . 
. . Vertical drilling machine, of immense power, . . . new lathes and drills.  The finishing 
shop .....  Last year they consumed about 350 tons of iron, in addition to steel and 
brass.  60 tons of coal, 500 cords of wood.  Ploughs, gold crushers, 100 orders for 
Cheese Presses; . . . Moulding shop.  Best selection of patterns from a mouse trap to a 
steam engine.  They employ 40 to 50 men; whose weekly wages amount to $400. 
 
May 10,[17] 1867 
 
M. Walker & Co., occupy premises formerly in possession of Messrs Patterson.  
Established a little over 2 years.  Everything in the Foundry line - Agricultural 
Implements, Mill Machinery, steel ploughs, employ 25 men whose wages average from 
$175 to $200 a week. 
 
Irwin & Co., Sewing Machinery, In the upper part of the same building is the Co. of C.E. 
Irwin.  At present have 400 machines under way and they can turn out about 20 a week.  
All the castings are made by Messrs Walker & Co. 
 
July 19, 1867 
 



Victoria Foundry – belonging to William Wallbridge on Pinnacle Street run by steam 
power. Employs 20 to 30, Agricultural Implements, reapers, mowers, ploughs – The 
factory has done a large amount of mill work, such as repairing steam saw mills and 
grist mills. Last year some ninety-six tons of iron were used up in this establishment. 
 
Moira Foundry – Charles Martin’s Foundry, situated near the steam saw mill of Messrs 
Flint & Yeomans - run by steam power - steam engines, ploughs, stoves and general 
castings - specialty of iron doors for safes, vaults etc. iron railings and architectural 
castings.  specimens of this kind on new gaol & the store of Mr. Holton and fine iron 
fences to be found enclosing the grounds of some ofour first class private residences. 
 
Mr. Burrell, Iron & Steel Manufacturers, enlarged his building and increased the number 
of forges.  Added another trip hammer now makes 3 - 50 dozen axes are manufactured 
every week.  For want of water in summer - Burrell has one of the largest steam 
engines in the country - 30 horse power.  Employs 20 men.  The boxes which are used 
in packing axes - some 2500 annually - are made at the factory of A.N. Pringle. 
 
Mr. Proctor’s Axe Factory located in the new building at Coleman’s Dam, at which a fair 
business is done. 
 
July 13, 1867 
 
Rathbun & Son Lumber Mill, on the island.  This firm last fall came into possession of 
the large mill on the island so long run by Messrs Bogart.  It is overhauled under the 
superintendence of Mr. W.T. McCreary, millwright.  Needs room - extension of island.  
This year Rathbun & Co. brought down the Moira and Salmon rivers about 200,000 saw 
logs of which about 80,000 are converted into lumber here; 80,000 for their mill at Mill 
Point and the remainder at Frizzell’s Mills on the Salmon.  They ship lumber to Oswego 
- 3 or 4 vessels are kept constantly employed - 2 steam engines of 30 horse power 
each.  Employs 120 men - Capt. Carroll, formerly the popular commander of the “Bay of 
Quinte” is the manager and John McLaren is foreman of the mill. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, May 5, 1870 
 
…facts and figures concerning what was done during the latter part of last year, and 
what is being done the present season. 
 
On the north-east corner of Front and Bridge streets, a site for many years occupied by 
a frame building, which from its venerable appearance had become one of the 
landmarks of the town, Mr. James Thompson is now erecting a three story brick 
building. In the first storey will be two stores, about 16½ feet wide each. The second 
storey will be devoted to law offices. Vaults on the ground floor and in the second 
storey. The size of the structure will be 34 by 70 feet. Mr. John Forin is the architect, 
and Mr. Thomas Rutherford has taken the contract for the building work. The probable 
cost is stated at $6,000. 



 
The next building is owned and partly occupied by Mr. Walter Fanning, who intends 
enlarging and improving it. In our advertising columns will be found a notice calling for 
tenders for that purpose. Mr. Fanning intends fitting up his building in the most approved 
manner. The east will, it is expected, be occupied by the Express Company and 
Montreal Telegraph Company’s offices. 
 
Adjoining is the lot owned by Mr. D.D. Bogart, on which the Empire Hotel stood several 
years ago. Since the destruction by fire of that house, the site has been unoccupied. 
Early in the spring tenders were advertised for by Mr. Bogart for the construction of a 
three storey building of brick and stone, with a frontage of 80 feet and a depth of about 
85 feet. The building is to be divided into three fire-proof compartments, the walls 
between each being carried up to the roof. The second storey will contain suites of 
offices, for the accommodation of which several fire-proof vaults will be erected. It is 
intended that the eastern end will be occupied by the Post Office.—Mr. John Forin is the 
architect. 
 
On the southern end of the wood market, Messrs. Davis & McCrea have erected a 
carpenter and planing shop, which is supplied with a planing machine, circular saws and 
other machinery for the prosecution of their trade.  
Both proprietors are practical workmen, and have several contracts already on hand. 
Their building is of frame, 30 by 60 feet, two storeys in height, with an engine room of 
17 by 21 feet in rear, in which is an engine of 15 horse power. The cost of the structure 
will be about $600. 
 
Adjoining St. Thomas Church, on Bridge street,[east of St. Thomas at 94 & 96 Bridge 
Street East] Mr. Ackerill is erecting a three-storey building, the basement of which will 
be of stone and the two upper storeys of brick. The situation is a pleasant one, as may 
be judged from the fact that before a stone was laid, numerous applications to rent the 
embryo building were received. The house will be a handsome one, and will be supplied 
with hard and soft water, and all the modern conveniences. Mr. Ackerill is his own 
architect. Mr. Maunder is the builder. Mr. James Duckworth undertakes the carpenter 
work. The cost will be about $1,200. 
 
To Be Continued. 
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Building Operations for ’69-70. 
On Ann [should be Charles] Street, E.W. Holton, Esq. is putting up two three story brick 
houses, with stone basements, each 40 by 50 feet. These houses will be handsome 
structures, fitted with all the modern conveniences, and in every respect will be first 
class residences. Mr. Forin is the architect. Mr. Fahey being the builder. Cost about 
$4,000. 
 
Mr. Fahey is about to build on William Street a two story brick house with stone 



basement, of which he will be his own architect and builder. The carpenter work is not 
yet let. The cost will be about $2,000. 
 
Mr. A.L. Smith is erecting a two-story brick dwelling house on the south west corner of 
Hotel and Ann streets, the dimensions of which are 28 by 38 feet. Mr. Jas. Johnson is 
the builder, and Mr. [Mac????] the carpenter. The plans were drawn by Mr. Smith 
himself. Cost, $2,500. 
 
The same gentleman is putting up another building on the opposite side of Hotel street, 
24 by 32 feet with a kitchen 12 by 16 feet. This was built under Mr. Smith’s own 
direction. Cost $1,800. 
 
Mr. Jacob Cronk is also erecting two buildings here, each of which adjoin Mr. Smith’s, 
likewise on opposite sides of Hotel Street. The first is of brick, two storeys, 33 by 30 
feet, Mr. Thomas, builder. The carpenter work under Mr. Cronk’s own supervision. Cost, 
$1,200. 
 
The second, immediately opposite, is a plastered house, with brick front, its area being 
25 by 30 feet, and its cost $1,400. 
 
On William [should be Ann] street, near the corner of Hotel street, Messrs. Pitceathly & 
Kelso completing a handsome brick house of 26 by 33 feet, divided in two tenements. 
The mason work which was finished last year, was put up by Mr. Thomas. The houses 
are nearly ready for occupation. On the lot adjoining, the same gentlemen will erect, 
during the summer, two other buildings of similar style, and fitted in a similar handsome 
manner to those already erected. 
 
Mr. Edward Evans is now having finished two large brick houses in Meyers’ orchard, 
each 20 by 25 feet. The architect was Mr. Forin, and the mason work was done by Mr. 
Carey. The walls were finished and the roofing done last fall, and the plastering is now 
completed. The houses will be ready for occupation by the 1st of June. Cost, $2,000. 
 
The same gentlemen had two houses immediately adjoining, finished last season.—
Both were occupied during the winter. 
 
Mr. Thomas McCreary has built in the same vicinity a two storey brick house, 28 by 30 
feet, which he expects to have ready for occupation this month. The carpenter work he 
performed himself. The mason work was by Mr. Thomas, and the plastering by Mr. 
Dolan, jr. $1,500 is the estimated cost. 
 
Mr. James Nolan has built a large addition to the house occupied by him on William 
street. It will be ready for occupation in a few weeks. Cost about $500. 
 
On Hotel street, near Charles street, Mr. John Northcott is building a frame house for 
plastering, the dimensions of which are about 30 by 40 feet, and the cost of which will 
be about $800. 



 
A short distance from Mr. Holton’s buildings, the erection of a new Wesleyan Parsonage 
has been commenced. It will be of brick, two storeys in height, and will be fitted with all 
the requirements of a first class residence. The dimensions of the dwelling will be 28 by 
32 feet, with a kitchen of 18½ by 28 feet, one and a half storeys in height. Mr. Wm. 
Davy is the architect, and Messrs. Davis & McCrea have the contract for the building. 
 
On John street, adjoining the residence of A.G. Northrup, Esq., Messrs. William 
Sutherland and B.S. Gilbert have commenced the erection of a block of six first class 
residences, which will cover a frontage of 150 feet by 80 in depth. The houses will be of 
brick and stone, with large and roomy kitchens in the rear.—Wells are being dug, and 
the premises will be entirely self-contained. The mason work has been let to Messrs. 
James Johnson & Son, and Mr. John A.M. Gilbert has undertaken the carpenter work. 
The entire cost of erection will probably not be less than $10,000. 
 
Dr. Lister is erecting on the site of the Club House and Wallbridge & Scholes’ grocery, 
destroyed by fire last winter, four substantial stores of brick and stone, two storeys in 
height, the whole having a frontage of 72 feet by 50 feet in depth. When completed, 
they will be a great acquisition to the appearance of the street. The plans have been 
drawn by Mr. John Forin. The masonry is being put up by Mr. Wickett, and Mr. Grills has 
the contract for the carpenter work. Total cost when ready for occupation, $4,000. 
 
Mr. Terwilligar has finished, on the former wood market lot, a large addition to his brick 
building. The new structure was but lately completed, and is already tenanted. 
 
To Be Continued [checked by LF to June 23rd and found nothing more] 
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 Progress of Belleville. Building Operations During 1869-70. 
In no year since Belleville became a town has there been so much building going on as 
the present. In nearly every part of the town building operations have been carried out 
on an extensive scale, and it is a noticeable fact , and one which is highly gratifying, that 
a large number of the dwellings which are being erected are being put up for 
mechanics. We have not the figures to compare the amount expended in former years 
with the present, but it is safe to say that in no one year or two years, has there been so 
much money laid out in building as during the year 1869-70. And notwithstanding the 
large number of dwellings which have been put up, and which are undergoing 
construction, tenants are found for them as soon as finished. The total value of buildings 
commenced, completed, and now being constructed in Belleville since last fall, amounts 
to the very large sum of $?53,200. In this sum we include $?,000 for additions and 
improvements made to buildings which are not enumerated in the list which we publish 
to-day, and which is a very low estimate. These figures show Belleville to be in a highly 
prosperous condition. 
 



The following are the summaries of the estimated values for the various Wards:—
Baldwin Ward, $82,000; Coleman Ward, $15,??0; Samson Ward, $$2?,??0; Ketcheson 
Ward, $25,??0; At the Railway, $27,800; Deaf and Dumb Institute, $75,000; 
Improvements not enumerated, $?,000 Total, $953,900.  
 
The following is a complete list of the buildings in the various Wards, with the value of 
each: 
 
Ketcheson Ward. 
 
The improvements in this Ward consist chiefly of the magnificent buildings on Bridge 
Street. 
 
Mr. D.D. Bogart is just completing a fine block of three story brick and stone buildings 
on the north side of Bridge Street, the lower story being of cut stone. The ground flat is 
divided into three shops, including the Post Office and other offices. The upper flats will 
be converted into offices. Value $????? 
 
On the n. e. corner of Bridge and Front Streets, Mr. J.W. Thompson has erected a 
handsome three storey brick building, the lower flat of which is divided into two shops, 
and the upper storeys as offices. The ceilings are lofty, and the proportions of the whole 
building are magnificent. Cost about $????????? 
 
Mr. Walter Fanning put a new front into his building on Bridge Street, part of which is 
fitted up for the Montreal Telegraph Office, and the Express Office, and the other part 
his own business and dwelling, the expense of which he estimates at $2,000. 
 
Mr. P.H. Hambly has erected an addition to his premises on Front Street, of brick, in 
order to accommodate his increased business. Cost $1,500. 
 
The store owned by Mr. Elijah Sills, and now occupied by Mr. Robert Elliott, has had a 
new front put into it and otherwise improved at an expense of $800. 
 
Mr. Jas. Meagher has just completed a very extensive addition to the premises he 
occupies on Front Street, consisting of a three-story stone building, 80 x 80 feet, at a 
cost of about $3,000. 
 
Mr. C.F. Smith has erected a large building in [????]  of his shop, two stories high and 
30 x 30 feet. Value about $1,000. 
 
Samson Ward. 
 
Four handsome two storey brick shops have just been completed on the western edge 
of Front Street by Dr. James Lister, at an expense of about $4,500. The same 
gentleman has expended about $2,000 in improving the buildings on the corner of Front 
and Bridge Streets. 



 
On the West side of Front Street, near the Market, Mr. David Leavens has erected three 
brick shops, two stories in height, at a cost of about $3,000.  
 
Messrs. W.H. Campbell and David Brennan have during the past season erected a 
large Elevator on the old Covert lot. It is 48 feet high, capable of holding 40,000 
bushels, receiving 8,000 bushels per day, and of shipping 1,000 bushels an hour. The 
business of the firm has been so great that they intend putting in another receiver. 
Value about $?,000. 
 
The proprietors of the Bay of Quinte Elevator, Messrs. Geo. A. Simpson & Co., have put 
up a large Plaster Mill the past summer of frame, 44 x 70 feet, two storeys high. Its 
storage capacity is 1200? tons of stone, 500 tons of ground plaster, and 950 tons of 
water lime. Cost about $2,500. 
 
The same firm have also put a new foundation to their Elevator, and made other 
improvements at an expense of about $1,500. 
 
The improvements to the Masonic Musial Hall, on the west side of Pinnacle Street, will 
cost about $2,000. 
 
Messrs. Davis & McCrea have erected a Sash and Planing Factory on the east side of 
Pinnacle Street, opposite the Butchers’ Market. Its size is 30 x 60 with an engine house 
of ?? x 24. The engine is 14 horse power. Value about $?,000. 
 
The Wesleyan Methodist Church is building a parsonage on Ann [should be 191 
Charles] Street. It is of brick, two storeys high, 28 x 32 feet, and will cost about $1,600. 
 
Mr. Ballantyne is erecting a brick two storey dwelling on Albert Street. Size 28 x 28. 
Value about $700. 
 
Coleman Ward. 
 
Mr. Thomas Van Allen has built a handsome dwelling on the ??st side of Front [?] 
Street, near the Railway Bridge. It is two stories high, of brick, main building 30 x 60, 
with a kitchen 18 x 30. Cost about $1,500. 
 
Messrs. Reddick & Thompson have made repairs to their Sash Factory on Coleman’s 
dam at a cost of about $200. 
 
Mr. John Gilbert, whose Sash Factory adjoins that of Reddick & Thompson, has 
expended about $400 in repairing his building. 
 
The canal and breakwater on the west side of this dam have been repaired at an 
expense of about $300 by Messrs. B. & J.W. Diamond, who have purchased the old 
Sidney Mill, lately occupied by the late Mr. Wallace. This Mill is now undergoing a 



complete overhauling, and is being refitted throughout. New timbers are being put in, 
the whole foundation has been rebuilt, and laid with water lime, and a wheel is put in 
which cost $1,000. The cost of the repairs to this Mill will be about $8,000, and when 
finished it will be one of the best flouring mills in this section of the country. 
 
A short distance below this Mill, Mr. A.N. Pringle is erecting an extensive Sash and 
Planing Factory. The frame is 46 x 73 feet. Steam will be used to run the machinery, 
and for this purpose a 30 horse power engine has been secured. A large amount of new 
machinery will be put in the Factory. It is expected to be completed about the first of 
January. Value about $2,000. 
 
Dr. P.V. Dorland has put up a new brick block of dwellings and a shop on the corner of 
Coleman and Moira Streets. They cost about $3,000.  
 
Mr. Jas. Cummins has erected a brick dwelling on the east side of Coleman Street, at 
an expense of about $600. 
 
On the corner of Bridge and Coleman Streets, Mr. James Harrold is building a two story 
shop and dwelling. It is of brick and its size is 28 x 32 feet. Value $1,200. 
 
Mr. W. McCreary has made improvements to his dwelling on the north side of Bridge 
Street at an expense of $200. 
 
Mr. J.P. Thomas, who purchased the old Bull property on the west side of Commercial 
Street, is rebuilding the premises consisting of two brick dwellings two stories high, 30 x 
30 feet, with kitchens 18 x 24 feet. Value about $2,000. 
 
Rev. S. Jones made improvements in the building he occupies on the north side of 
Bridge Street at an expense of $300. 
 
On the same street the residence of Mr. Matthew Thompson has been rough-cast and 
added to and improved at a cost of $600. 
 
Baldwin Ward. 
 
On what is known as the Blacklock lot on John Street, Mr. Wm. Sutherland is just 
completing a fine terrace, consisting of six large tenements built of brick. They are two 
stories high, large and roomy, with convenient and good sized kitchens. The cost of this 
terrace will be about $9,000. 
 
On the south side of Hotel Street Sheriff Taylor is erecting a plastered cottage, for two 
tenements, two stories, costing about $2,000. 
 
Two of the handsomest private residences put up in Belleville, have just been 
completed by Mr. E.W. Holton, on the east side of Albert [should this be Charles 
Street?]. They are three stories high, have all the modern conveniences, and cost 



together about $9,000. 
 
Mr. Rees Price has built an addition to his residence on Charles Street, at a cost of 
$600. 
 
On the east side of George Street, Mr. Jas. Davis has just finished a handsome two 
story brick residence, the main part of which is 80 x 34, kitchen 18 x 28, and wing 30 x 
16. Value about $3,000. 
 
Mr. James Smith has made improvements to his building on the east side of George 
Street, at an expense of $200. 
 
In Meyer’s Orchard Mr. Thos. Evans has completed this summer a two story double 
brick dwelling, which cost about $2,500. 
 
On Albert Street Mr. Chas. F. Smith has just completed a brick barn 19 x 40 feet, at a 
cost of $800, and is also erecting a brick dwelling on the same street, the main part of 
which is 18 x 24 feet, kitchen 13 x 18. Value $1,000. 
 
On the east side of Ann Street Messrs. Pitceathly & Kelso have just completed a terrace 
of seven tenements, two stories high, with basement kitchens. The buildings are of 
brick, and cost about $8,000. 
 
Mr. Jas. Nolan has put up a two storey rough cast dwelling on the west side of Ann 
Street, costing about $600. 
 
On the east side of William Street, near Hotel, Mr. Peter Fahey is erecting a two-story 
brick dwelling, main part 38 x 33, with kitchen 16 x 20. Cost about $2,100. 
 
The improvements made to the Woolen Factory of Mr. John Lazier during the summer 
will cost about $1,500. 
 
On the west side of Charles Street, Mr. Albert Smith is putting up two brick dwellings at 
a cost of $2,000. 
 
Mr. Henry Wilkins is building a plastered residence (double) on the east side of Albert 
Street, the main part of which is 30 x 40, with kitchen 25 x 30. Cost $1,200. 
 
Mr. John McLaren has erected a small building of brick, 16 x 22, on Albert Street, at an 
expense of $800. 
 
Mr. W.W. Jones has put up an addition to his residence on the south side of Hotel 
Street at a cost of $600. 
 
On the south side of Hotel Street, Mr. Jacob Cronk has put up a two-story brick dwelling 
25 x 30 feet, at a cost of $1,200. 



 
The same gentleman has erected a similar building on the north side, costing $1,200, 
and on the corner of Hotel and Charles Streets a rough-cast dwelling, at a cost of $800. 
 
Mr. Thos. McCrea has completed this summer a brick dwelling in Meyer’s orchard at an 
expense of about $1,700. 
 
The building commenced last season by the late Henry Jack, on the east side of 
Charles Street, has just been completed at an expense of about $1,500. 
 
On the east [?] side of Bridge Street, Mr. John Brenton is erecting a brick residence, two 
stories, costing about $1,800. 
 
Mr. Jas. Macoun is putting up a two storey brick dwelling on the corner of Hotel and 
Read Streets, two stories high, the main part of which is 24 x ??. Value about $1,500. 
 
On the north side of Hotel Street, Mr. John Northcott has erected two stucco dwellings, 
main part 20 x 40, with kitchen 16 x 30 feet. Value about $1,000. 
 
Mr. John Post is erecting a rough-cast building on the east side of Read Street, main 
part 24 x 28 feet. Kitchen 21 x 20. Cost about $?700. 
 
Mr. Daniel Ackerill has just completed a handsome two storey brick dwelling on the 
north side of Bridge street costing about $1,600. 
 
On the south side of Mill Street, Mr. Samuel Belch is putting up two brick dwellings, two 
storeys high, which will cost about $1,600. 
 
On Great St. James Street, Mr. William Templeton is just completing a frame and stone 
building at a cost of about $1,000. 
 
Mr. Thomas Todd has completed this season two frame dwellings on the north side of 
Mill Street, costing $900; and adjoining these two brick dwellings, two stories high, 
costing about $1,500. 
 
On the north side of Mill Street, at Bleeker’s dam, one of the most substantial 
improvements we have yet noticed is being made. Mr. E. Burrell has put up a very large 
and heavy structure for his Axe and Edge Tool Factory. It is 40 x 90 feet, and will be 
about double the capacity of his present works on the opposite side of the river. It will be 
run by water and steam power, and will give employment to thirty-five men. The cost of 
these works will be about $10,000. The same gentleman is making arrangements to put 
up a building of similar dimensions adjacent to this factory, which is to be used as a 
work shop, office and packing shop. Its estimated cost is $10,000.   [This is the building 
that some people call “Meyers’ Mill. Note by LF] 
 
At the Railway. 



 
In the vicinity of the Railway Station, immediately outside the Town limits, a large 
number of new buildings were completed last year, which will not come within this 
year’s calculations. 
 
At the present time, Mr. C.J. Starling is erecting on Railway Terrace three stone 
cottages two stories high, 33 x 54 feet, and having all the modern conveniences. Cost 
about $2,500. 
 
The same gentleman has built two sawing machines since the disastrous fire at the 
Station, at a cost of $2,000, and has just completed a contract for supplying lumber for 
the construction of cars at Kingston and Cobourg, the work of which, has been done in 
Belleville. The amount of the contract is $16,000. 
 
Mr. John. McNeal has put up a two story brick dwelling near the Station. Value about 
$1,300. 
 
The Grand Trunk Railway Company have built a pumping house and engine room near 
the River, and some tanks, the cost of which will amount to about $6,000. 
 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum. 
Although outside the limits of the Town, the construction of the Deaf and Dumb Institute 
may properly be classed among the buildings erected in Belleville during the past year. 
It was commenced about a year ago, and has just been finished at a cost of about 
$75,000. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Jan. 12, 1871 
 
Mr. A.N. Pringle has lately finished and gone into occupancy of a handsome 2 storey 
building on the west side of the river, a short distance below Grove Mills, the shop which 
he formerly occupied, having been found too small for his rapidly increasing trade.  The 
new structure is frame, 2 storeys 46x76 feet, cost $1000.  Machinery - consists of a 
large planer built by Kechule & Bertram of Dundas, Ontario, which planes plank 2 ft 
wide on both sides, tongues, grooves, and beads all at one operation; a moulding 
machine, which dresses 3 sides at once, built by Richardson, Merriam Co. of 
Worcester, Mass.; one of C.B. Rogers & Co.’s (of Norwich, Conn) morticing machines; 
sticker, blend slatennoner, sash sticker, tennoning machine, circular saws, etc. 
The motive power for the machinery is supplied by a steam engine of 30 h.p. built by 
Mr. Wallbridge; length of stroke 16 1n; inside diameter of cylinder 12 in.  Cost $1100.  
Mr. D. Mair, machinist, turned out most of the work connected with the engine and 
placed it in working order.  Boiler built by Messrs G & J Brown - it contains 52 flues and 
warranted to bear a pressure of 130 pounds per inch.  It is fitted with a patent steam 
gauge. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Dec. 4, 1873 
 



[Storm] 
. . . This morning a tremendous gale set in, and up to the time of writing has done a 
large amount of damage. 
Amongst the first to experience its severity was a few poor fishermen, who had got their 
little fishing houses on to the ice.—When the wind caught them these little structures 
were whirled away like so many feathers, and their owners followed them per force, the 
strength of the hurricane being such that no man could stand against it on the slippery 
surface of the ice. 
The lumber piles in the vicinity of the wharves were also lightened considerably, their 
tops being lifted off and sent whirling through the air with a force as if shot from a 
cannon. 
Roofs suffered to a large extent, the following buildings being either wholly or partially 
unroofed: 
A new building in rear of D.D. Bogart’s market block. 
The Union School House. 
Anglo American Hotel. 
Hicks’ (formerly Canniff’s) stone grist mill, on the Canifton Road. 
 
Doubtless, numerous other buildings have suffered, but they have not been reported to 
us. 
 
We regret to hear that the new brick church on the Kingston road, in process of erection 
by the Wesleyan Methodists of that locality, has been almost entirely blown down. 
 
A brick house on Charles St., which was being erected by Mr. A.L. Smith, was also 
considerably injured, being blown down in part. 
 
A portion of the fence at the east end of the Deaf and Dumb Institute was blown down 
during the gale. 
 
A new brick house just erected on Matilda Street, owned by James Arnott, was blown 
down, nothing left but the foundation. 
 
A portion of the rear wall of the splendid new building in course of erection by D.D. 
Bogart, Esq., corner of Front and Campbell Streets yielded to the power of the gale and 
fell this morning. 
 
Rathbun’s steam saw mill has been partially stripped of its roof, and two of the smoke 
stacks have been blown down. 
 
Part of the high wooden fence on the south side of the gaol yard gave way shortly 
before noon, and the remainder of it looked as though every gust would sweep it away. 
Fences innumerable have been prostrated, gas lamps have suffered, and trees and 
portions of trees have come to grief. 
The fence surrounding the Agricultural Society’s grounds has been almost entirely 
leveled, and many panes of glass in the windows of the building have been smashed. 



 
Among the principal sufferers by the gales are Messrs. J.M. Wallace & Co. The greater 
part of the roof of the main building was caught by a gust of wind and part of it falling on 
the roof of the [???? ????], went right through it, making a [??????] [?????]. The fourth 
story, which is used as a [?????]room, is [????] [????] [?????] the elements. The 
remainder of the roof has been securely [?????], so that no further damage may be 
[?????]. 
 
The southern portion of the roof of the old Meyers house, situated on the [????] of 
Meyer’s T[?????], was swept [????] to the [????]. 
 
Unfinished…. 
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Graham’s New Block.  A Glance at the Royal Canadian Bank Premises, Kollmer & 
Lazier’s Music Store and Metropolitan Hall. 
 
The splendid new brick block on the [north] corner of Front and Campbell Streets, which 
has been in course of erection during the two past seasons, has for some time been a 
matter of interest to the public in general. It was visited by our reporter yesterday and by 
the courtesy of Mr. I.B. Graham, who showed our representative over the whole block, 
“from cellar to garret,” explaining everything of interest in and about the building, we are 
enabled to present the following particulars concerning it. 
 
On the first floor are the premises which are being fitted up for the Royal Canadian 
Bank, and the Music Store of Messrs. Kollmer & Lazier, the latter of which has already 
been noticed in these columns. 
 
The Bank premises are in the southern side of the building, are being fitted up in the 
most complete manner, and apparently regardless of expense on the part of the 
proprietors. The windows are each formed of one single sheet of plate glass, of extra 
thickness. The floors, which are very handsome, are of the same style throughout the 
whole first flat, namely, diagonal strips of maple and cherry, 2½ inches in width, and 
bordered with maple, cherry and ash. The maple and cherry are the product of our own 
part of the country; the cherry was obtained in the west. The counters are also uniform 
on the first floor, being composed of black ash and walnut, oiled and varnished ,no 
paint, indeed, being used in any part of the building. The vault, which is one of the 
largest in town, is built of boiler plate, with an arched roof and steel doors. It is 6 feet 
wide by 9 feet long and 9 feet high. The masonry, which has its foundation in the solid 
rock, extends to the third floor, forming a strong support for the floor of the Hall. The 
premises will be ready for occupation in about two weeks. In rear are a large room as 
yet unfinished, and behind that again Messrs. Graham’s business premises, both 
floored and fitted in like manner, the forming containing two heavy oaken posts, 9 
inches square, which were put in to afford additional strength to the Hall. The main 
stairway leading to the upper floor, which has its entrance on Campbell street, is ten 



feet wide. On the second flat are a number of very commodious and well lighted offices, 
all fitted up in the same elegant and substantial manner which distinguishes the rest of 
the building. At the head of the first landing are safes for use by the tenants of the 
northern suite of offices, the masonry of which, founded on the rock, serves as a pier to 
sustain the walls, and affords an additional support to the floor of the “Metropolitan Hall.” 
 
Ascending the second and last stairs, we enter the capacious room just named. The 
visitor is at once struck with its size and beauty, the dimensions, including the stage, 
which is 33 feet in depth, being 120 feet by 46 feet.  
 
The auditorium is thus 87ft. by 46ft. with an arched ceiling 20 feet high. The wainscoting 
is maple and cherry, with walnut finish. The reserved seat portion of the auditorium is 
supplied with comfortable cane seat chairs, whilst wooden chairs, with circular backs, 
are placed in the rear, arranged upon platforms which rise successively above each 
other to the extreme rear. Seating accommodation is provided for 650, but in case of a 
great crush, 800 people could be seated. Light is provided by six chandeliers of four jets 
each, which was found ample on Thursday night, when the hall was dedicated. Two 
large coal stoves furnish heat, and ventilation is provided for, every other window being 
arranged to lower from the top. There is also a ventilator in the ceiling in the rear part of 
the room. As a preventive of lateral vibration, the floor is laid in cross sections, which 
has been found by experience to greatly reduce any lateral motion which stamping of 
feet by a large audience might possibly cause. 
 
The Mansard roof is of the Howe truss pattern—the same as that on which all wooden 
railway bridges are built—and is entirely self-supporting, thus relieving the walls of any 
strain whatever. 
 
One most important matter has engaged the careful attention of the Messrs. Graham, 
that is the means of preventing the spread of fire and appliances for its extinction, 
should it occur within the building. For this purpose, a large cistern, capable of 
containing 5,000 gallons, has been built in the cellar, and on the first floor is an 
exceedingly powerful force pump, which, operated by one man, will throw 40 gallons of 
water per minute over the top of the building. Beneath the stage in the Hall are placed 
two puncheons of water, and two of the celebrated little Johnson force pumps, supplied 
by Mr. Nunn, which appliances will be found quite sufficient for the suppression of any 
incipient fire. In addition to this, the stairway is encased between four solid brick walls; 
beneath each floor are two inches of plastering; and the plastering throughout is on the 
brick walls, all of which are excellent measures to prevent the spread of fire and afford 
means of egress from the building, in case of a conflagration. 
The above is a very imperfect sketch of a building which is a credit to the enterprise of 
the proprietors, and an ornament to the town. It is to be hoped that their enterprise will 
be rewarded and a good return obtained for the capital invested, and so far their 
prospects seem bright, as the tenants they have obtained are of the right kind. 
 
Intelligencer, July 27, 1875, Tuesday 
 



Fire - The Old "Mansion House" Destroyed 
At 2.30 this a.m. the old frame hotel, known in former times as the "Mansion House" 
was almost totally destroyed by fire. The flames were first discovered in or near a wing 
on the north end, which a man named James Lennon was fitting up as a grocery, it 
having formerly been occupied as an auction room for Mr. Keyes. The fire spread 
rapidly as might be expected in a building of this character, and soon the whole upper 
story was in flames. The firemen were very prompt, getting to work within a few minutes 
of their arrival and both steamers pouring in two streams each, the fire was soon under 
control, but not until the entire upper flat had been destroyed.  The Chemical, which was 
first at work, also did good service. The "Hooks" tore down the wing in which the fire 
originated, and all danger to Gillen & Keith's hardware store seemed to be gone. 
 
The house was one of the old land marks having been erected about fifty years ago by 
a Mr. Nelson.  It was afterwards tenanted by Mr. Young; the late Henry Fanning kept it 
for years, and of late years has been in various hands. There are many historical 
incidents connected with it, one of the most melancholy of which was the accidental 
death of Mr. James McNabb whilst entering its doors in 1837, by running against the 
bayonet of a militiaman named Hopkins, who was coming out of the house, carrying his 
gun, with bayonet fixed at the charge. The building was the property of Alexander 
Robertson, Esq., Barrister, who intends erecting a fine brick block on the site.  Insured 
in the Imperial for $1,200 on building and $300 on outbuildings, which latter are but 
slightly damaged. 
Mr. Brown, the tenant, was insured on furniture, &c, to the amount of $1,000 in the 
Queen, and much of the contents of the building were saved. 
The loss is fully covered by insurance, and there are strong suspicions of incendiarism. 
 
Another Fire 
About three hours after the beginning of the first fire another alarm was sounded.  This 
time the fire proved to be in the next building north of the burnt hotel, a brick and stone 
building, tenanted by Messrs. Gillen & Keith, hardware dealers.  The fire seemed to 
have caught under the eaves, and was difficult to get at on account of the tin roof, but it 
was finally extinguished, chiefly by aid of the little Chemical, the hose of which was 
taken on top of the roof and a stream played on the fire through a sky-light. 
 
Intelligencer, July 28, 1875 
 
. . . The fire at the old "Mansion House" smouldered through the whole day, and at night 
began to burn brightly, endangering adjoining property, when No.1 engine and the Hook 
and Ladder Company turned out and put out the blaze, at the same time tearing down 
what remained standing of the old building. 
 
Intelligencer, July 28, 1875 
 
Another Fire 
. . . At five minutes after 11 Tuesday night, the fire bells rang out another peal for fire, 
which proved to be a wooden building in the grove, occupied by Mr. Doran, whose 



family had been wakened from their slumbers by the fire, only in time to lift the children 
out of their beds before the devouring element had reached the apartments in which 
they had been sleeping.  The different engines and the Hook and Ladder Company 
were soon on the spot, but the engines finding it impossible to procure water were of no 
use, excepting the Chemical engine which did splendid work in protecting adjoining 
buildings.  The building was totally destroyed. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, December 16, 1875 
 
Building Operations for 1875. 
 
Front Street. 
Since publishing our notice of building operations on this street, we have received the 
following particulars of a not unimportant building which, being hidden by a larger 
structure, was not noticed in our travels. 
 
Mr. A.L. Smith has erected, in rear of his large building on West Front street, adjoining 
O’Brien’s hotel, a one-story building of brick, 40x40, with tin roof. Mr. Smith was his own 
builder. The cost of the building was $1,000. 
 
Church Street.—continued. 
The next buildings to which we come are the County buildings, to which have been 
added a large wood shed and wash house, erected under the superintendence of the 
County Surveyor [on Church Street], at a cost of $300. 
 
The County Registry Office, [sw corner of Church & Patterson] a fire-proof structure of 
brick and cut stone, designed by Mr. John Forin, architect comes next. The doors and 
window sashes are all of iron, and the flooring is of flag-stones, with iron shelves. Dr. 
David Lynn was the contractor, and the work was well executed. The total cost was 
$5,500. 
 
Mr. James Falconer has erected on the next lot [nw corner of Church & Patterson] a 
brick dwelling of two stories in height, 28x32. Mr. Thomas McCrea was contractor and 
executed the carpenter work. The masonry and plastering were done by Mr. Lang. Cost 
$1,400. 
 
Mr. A. Henry has put up on the adjoining lot [on Church Street] a two-story brick 
dwelling, 28x26, with bay windows, and kitchen, also two stories, 18x48. Mr. Wickett 
was the builder; Mr. John Carscallen, carpenter; Mr. Worth, stone work; Mr. F. Dolan, 
plasterer, and Mr. W. Dame, painter. Cost, $2,000. 
 
Mr. M. Empey, has erected, on the corner of Church and Hotel Streets, a handsome 
residence of brick, two stories in height, with Mansard roof forming a third story. The 
dimensions of the building are 27x30, with bay windows. Thos. Hanley was contractor 
for the building, and performed the carpenter work; Peter Carey, brick work; F. Dolan, 
plasterer; W. Boswell, slate roofing Thos. Linklater, tin roofing; Mr. York, painter. Cost 



$2,700. 
 
Mrs. Climie has erected on the next lot north a neat brick building, two stories in height, 
24x39, with kitchen 16x18. John Ricks was the contractor, and executed the carpenter 
work; Mr. Worth, builder; H. Wilkins, plasterer. Cost $1,650. 
 
The M. E. Tabernacle. 
A good deal of progress has been made with this large structure, the foundations of the 
main building being all built and covered up for the winter, and the walls of the school 
room complete, and part of the roofing timber placed in position. Having recently 
described this edifice as it is to be, it is unnecessary to do so again at present. Suffice it 
to say that the Tabernacle will be one of the largest and most beautiful Churches in 
town, and that, standing as it does on a commanding eminence, it will be visible for 
miles in every direction. Mr. A. Lang is the contractor. The total cost of the building, 
when completed, will be not less than $30,000. 
 
Pinnacle Street. 
There was not much building done on this street during the past year, though the 
completion of the railways and the erection of the smelting works, will no doubt create a 
larger demand for dwellings on this fine street. 
 
Mr. A.T. Petrie has built a rough-cast dwelling one and one-half stories in height, the 
dimensions of which are 20x30 feet, with a kitchen 12x16 feet. The carpentering was 
executed by Mr. Jacob Huffman and the plastering by Harris & Slater. Cost $500. 
 
On the second lot north two small houses, each about 18x24, and costing about $200 
each, have been erected by their owners. 
 
Mr. Isaac J. Frost has thoroughly repaired his dwelling, corner of Pinnacle and Dundas 
streets, which has been plastered outside and painted throughout. The plastering was 
executed by Mr. Everett, and the painting by Mr. Wensley. Cost $200. 
 
No. 3 School house, on this street, has undergone a considerable amount of 
improvement, a new class room having been partitioned off and other necessary repairs 
made, at a cost of $300. Messrs. Northcott & Alford were the contractors. 
 
The amount of building and repairing was so extensive during the season, that a great 
deal of difficulty is experienced in procuring full details. As it is our desire to make a 
complete record of the building operations of the season, we would feel obliged if 
persons who have built during the year, as well as builders and contractors, would 
furnish for publication such details as we have given in the various articles on this 
subject. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Dec. 16, 1875 
 
Henry Street. [now Charles Street] 



Although as yet one of the minor streets, Henry Street has been largely built upon 
during the year. The opening of this street to the Kingston Road, which is likely to take 
place during the coming year, will render it equal to the other streets which are now 
main thoroughfares. 
 
Mr. John Brenton has built a brick dwelling, two stories in height, the dimensions of 
which are 22 by 42. The Masonry was executed by [space left]; carpentering by Mr. 
Brenton, and plastering by T. Gardner. Cost $1,400. 
 
Mr. Wm. Sutherland has put up a large building of brick, two stories in height, 76 by 30, 
and containing three tenements, with two kitchens 20 by 28. Johnston Bros., masons J. 
Ricks, carpenter work; F. Dolan, plasterer Wallis, painter. Cost $7,000. These dwellings 
are very substantial and comfortable, and are in every respect first-class tenements. 
 
Mr. George I. Thomas, builder, has improved his dwelling on this street by the addition 
of a new front. He also built a green house to the south of his house, and on the 
adjoining lot is putting up a skating rink 60 by 80, the whole of which will cost $800. 
 
Ann Street. 
On the west side of this street, Mr. M. Sawyer has erected a dwelling house of brick, 
two stories high, 28 by 32, with kitchen, also of brick, 18 by 25, and frame barn 18 by 
24. James Woodley, mason Geo. Reeves, builder and contractor; Harris & Slater, 
plasterers; W. Wensley, painter. Cost $2,100. 
 
Albert Street. 
Mr. James Nosworthy has put up on Albert Street a double tenement house, two 
stories, brick 44x33, with kitchen 24x17. P. Carey, mason Geo. Reeves, carpenter. T. 
Gardner, plasterer. Cost $3,500. 
 
Mr. C.J. Starling has erected on this street a double dwelling of brick, 33x36, two stories 
high throughout. This is a fine substantially built house, having large cellars, cut stone 
sills, and finished in an excellent manner. Fahey Bros., mason work; Northcott & Alford 
contractors, carpenter work; T. Gardner, plasterer; W. Wensley, painter. Cost $4,500. 
 
John Street. 
On that part of John Street, south of Dundas Street, Mr. George Backus has built a two-
story plastered dwelling 24x26, with kitchen 20x24. Pake, builder Harrison & Slater 
plasterers. Cost $800. 
 
On the opposite side of this street, Mr. James Mullins has put up a double tenement of 
somewhat larger dimensions, of which we have not received particulars. Cost $1,200. 
 
Mr. Job Lingham, having purchased the old Masonic Hall [John Street], has fitted it up in 
superior style, the lower flat being now a comfortable dwelling, whilst in the second story 
is the ‘Prentice Boys’ hall, a commodious room. Cost of the alterations $400. 
 



Mr. W. Hogg has erected on the northern part of this street, adjoining Mr. Denmark’s 
residence, a neatly designed two-story brick dwelling 28 by 33, with kitchen 18 b 22, 
bay window and portico running to top. Fahey Bros., mason work T. McCrae, 
carpentering; F. Dolan, plastering. Cost $2,500. 
 
Maria Street. 
Mr. Peter Hamilton has built on this street a frame dwelling one and one-half stories 
high, 18 by 26, with kitchen 14 by 22. L.E. Pake builder James Emsley, plasterer. Cost 
$600. 
 
George Street. 
Mr. J.B. Weller has this year completed an elegant residence [147 George Street]. The 
size of the main building is 29 ft. by 42 ft. 6 in. with an addition in rear 22 ft. by 32 ft. 6 
in. A cellar 6 ft. 6 in., in the clear underlies the whole structure. The house, which is two 
stories high, is built of red brick, with cut stone bases, window sills, key stones and 
chimney caps. The appearance of the building is relieved with white brick arches 
throughout and belting course of the same material set in black colored panels. The 
chimneys are also of white and red brick, set in panels. Bay windows and portico 
running to the top of walls. All the buildings are roofed with slate. The height of the 
stories are: In main building, 1st story 12 ft; second 11 ft. In rear addition, 1st 11 ft.; 2nd 
10 ft. The summer kitchen and stables are one and one-half stories each. Architects, 
Evans & Bolger; Fahey Bros., mason work; J. Pegan, carpenter work; Thos. Linklater, 
tin work; W. Boswell, slater; Turner & Toy, painters. Total $5,500. 
 
This with the elegant residence of Thos. Kelso, Esq., closely adjoining, forms a great 
addition to that part of the street. 
 
Capt. Paul has built on the site of the curling rink [east side of George north of Queen], 
a plastered tenement, about 28 by 32, two stories high, and costing about $800. 
 
[269 George Street] 
Mr. Abraham Diamond, Police Magistrate, had the fine brick residence which he 
purchased from Mr. Jas. Davis, thoroughly painted and renovated throughout. The work 
was done in splendid style by Taylor & Twining, painters. Cost $600. 
 
[2 Forin Street] 
Mr. John Forin, architect has built on this street, fronting Forin Street, a handsome 
dwelling of brick, two stories in height, 28 by 34, with a large cut-side porch, and with 
kitchen 18 by 27, also two full stories. Mr. James Wickett put up the brick work; Mr. 
Forin was his own builder; H.W. Wilkins, plasterer C.F. Smith, gas fitting and plumbing 
W. Dame, painter. Cost $3,000.  
 
Daily Intelligencer, Dec. 20, 1875 
 
Building Operations for 1875 
 



William Street. 
On the s.e. corner of William and Queen Sts. [231William], P.R. Palmer, Esq., has had 
erected a fine residence. Size of main part 30 by 38 with an extension of 18 by 38. 
There is a basement 6 ft. 6 inches under the whole building. Height of 1st story 10 ft. 6 
in., 2nd do 6 ft. 6 in. Messrs. Hanley & Mills, contractors for carpenter work; Peter 
Carey, the mason work; Thomas Gardiner, plastering; Mr. Boswell, the slating and Mr. 
Wensley the painting. Cost about $3,000. 
 
Mr. Palmer has also built a neat and well arranged brick barn 20 by 40 ft. 10 ft. high, the 
workmanship of which was completed by the same mechanics. He has also constructed 
a neat wire fence on both fronts, and made so many other improvements, that one 
would scarcely recognize the old show grounds any more. The cost of barn, fence, &c., 
about $500. 
 
Mr. W.A. Foster has completely renovated a dwelling owned by him on this street, 
adjoining Mrs. B.F. Davy’s residence. The building, which is of frame, and was formerly 
plastered, has been moved 3 feet further back from the street, and veneered with brick. 
A new addition of brick, 18 by 20, one and one-half stories high, has been added, and 
several alterations in the interior made. Peter Carey, mason; Geo. Reeves, carpenter. 
Cost $800. 
 
The Messrs. Fahey have finished this year two houses on this street, which were begun 
late last fall. These dwellings are very commodious and comfortable, their dimensions 
being 28 by 30 each, with porticoes and bay windows; kitchens 14 by 16, two stories 
throughout. Messrs. Fahey did, their own mason work; McLaren & Dickens, carpenters; 
F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost of the two dwellings $4,000. 
 
Forin Street. 
Mr. George Keith has had built in addition to his dwelling, 18x22, two stories high. 
Contractors for the mason work, Fahey Bros.; carpenter work, Francis McKay. Cost 
$500. 
 
Mr. Angus McKeown has added to his dwelling a brick kitchen 18x24. P. Cary, mason; 
John Pepper, carpenter; H. Wilkins, plasterer. Cost $300. 
 
Mr. James Macoun, jr., has had built a two story brick dwelling, 22x28. Jas. Woodley, 
mason; H.A. Thompson, carpenter; James Kennedy, plasterer Mr. Cornell, painter. Cost 
$1,100.  
 
Read Street. [Foster] 
Mr. Thos. McCrea has built a two story brick dwelling on Read St., corner of Queen. 
The dimensions of this building are 18x22, with kitchen 18x16 two stories in height. 
Fahey Bros. masons; Mr. McCrea did his own carpentering. The structure is not yet 
completed. It will cost, when finished, $1,000. 
 
Mr. L.E. Pake has built a dwelling of brick, one and one half stories, 22x26, with kitchen 



14x26, which was put up and finished by the same mechanics. Cost $200. 
 
Mr. R.M. Clarke has built a double house two stories rough cast, 38x26 with kitchen 
17x26. White & Stoneburg, builders. E. Dolen, plasterer. Cost $1,200. 
 
Mr. Wm. Dickens has erected a store and bakery of brick, 30x30. Langman, builder and 
plasterer; L.E. Pake, carpenter. Cost $1,000. 
 
Charles Street. 
Mr. A.L. Smith has nearly completed two two-story tenements, brick, each 22x28, with 
kitchens 16x16. Thomas McNamara is the builder. These edifices will each cost $1,500, 
or $3,000 in all. 
 
Prospect Hill. 
Mr. Richard Taylor, Street Surveyor, has thoroughly repaired and greatly improved his 
house, by plastering the same. He has also newly fenced his lot, the total cost of which 
work was $500. 
 
Mr. John Wonnacott has erected a very handsome double house of brick, two stories, 
with portico running to the roof. The building is 44x32, with kitchen 18x24. P. Carey, 
mason; Jas. Crang, carpenter; H. Wilkins, plasterer; S. Cornelius, painter. Cost $4,000. 
 
Mr. Charles Martin has built a two-story dwelling of brick, 22x32. P. Carey, mason; J.H. 
Reddick, contractor, carpenter work; P. O’Hara, plasterer; S. Cornelius, painter. Cost 
$1,800. 
 
A large vestry has been added to the Bleecker Street Methodist Church, at a cost of 
$1,000. 
 
Hotel Street. 
Mr. Thomas Jones has put up a brick store, with dwelling overhead. T. Thompson, 
builder. Cost $1,200. 
 
Mrs. Cochrane has had erected, on the site of her dwelling which was destroyed by fire 
last year, adjoining the Congregational Church, a very pretty tenement of brick, 
ornamented with white brick copings and sills, which is two stories throughout, 31x28, 
with a wing 28x20; kitchen 12x18. Johnston Bros., masons; Jas. Davis, carpenter; F. 
Dolan, plasterer; W. Dame, painter. Cost $2,500. 
 
Front Street. 
Another omission which occurred in our notice of improvements on this street was Mr. 
W.Y. Mikel’s two brick stores, with offices overhead, near the upper bridge. The 
dimensions of this building are 30 by 50, two stories in height. P. Carey, mason; F. 
Dolan, plasterer; S. Cornelius, painter. Cost $2,000. 
 
Mr. Peter Frederick, has refitted his building adjoining the Hawley House, at a cost of 



$300. 
 
Messrs. W. Campbell & Co., have repaired their elevator, at a cost of $300. 
 
Mill Street and Station Road. 
Mr. John Finnigan has built a two-story dwelling of brick, 24 by 50[?], with kitchen 12 by 
12. Johnson Bros. masons, F. Dolan plasterer. Cost $1,700. 
 
Mr. J.H.M. Reddick has added an engine house 20 by 22 to his sash, blind and door 
factory, which he has so altered that the shop is now 60 by 78. Cost $200.00. 
 
Mr. William Colling has built a double house, plastered. Cost $1,000. 
 
A small house has been built near the ruins of the old foundry. It is of frame one story 
high. Cost $250. 
 
St. George’s Church which was built by the exertions of the late Rev. James Mockridge, 
stands a short distance north. It is of frame, plastered, and is neatly and substantially 
built after a design by Mr. J.D. Evans, architect. The dimensions are 80 by 48, with a 
porch in front. Carpenter work by Northcott & Alford, Contractors; plastering by H. 
Wilkins; Cost $1,600. 
 
On the opposite side of the road, still further north, is the fine new block, containing 2 
stores, erected during the past summer by Mr. James Meagher. This building is an 
ornament to the district. It is three stories high, and its dimensions are 44x38 in front, 
with rear addition 35x35, and cistern extending to the second story, 10x10. P. Casey, 
mason; Hanley & Mills, carpenters; F. Dolan, plasterer; Turner & Toy, painters. Cost 
$3000. 
 
Mr. Meagher has also built an addition to his building adjoining, 28x20, two stories, 
Johnson Bros. builders; Hanley & Mills, carpenters; P. O’Hara, plasterers; Turner & Toy, 
painters. Cost $900. 
 
Mr. Patrick Sweeney has built a store and dwelling, of brick, two stories high, 30x25. P. 
Carey, mason; F. Dolan, plasterer. Mr. Sweeney has also built a blacksmith shop 
18x22. Total cost $2,500. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Jan. 11, 1876 
 
Building Operations for 1875. 
 
Campbell Street. 
Dr. Ridley has built in the rear of his block on Campbell Street, a brick safe for the joint 
use of Mr. N.B. Falkiner and the B &, NHRR Co; Mason work by Fahey Bros. Cost 
$400. 



 
William Street. 
Mr. Wm. C. Jones has put up a brick dwelling two stories in height, the dimensions of 
which are 26 x 31, with kitchen 16 x 18. Mr. James Smith was the Architect; A. Lang, 
mason and carpenter work; F. Dolan, plasterer; W.J. Dame, painter. Cost $2,000. 
 
Read Street. 
Mr. W.H. Dame has erected a rough-cast dwelling 22 x 31. J. Fitzgerald, builder; F. 
Dolan, plasterer; W.H. Dame, painter. Cost $800. 
 
Meyers Street. 
M. Lewis Pascoe has had built a rough-cast house 22 x 31. R. McCaffrey, builder; F. 
Dolan, plasterer; cost $300. 
 
Church Street. 
An omissioin occurred in our notice of this street. Mr J.T. Lattimer has added to his 
residence a brick portico, extending to the second story, at a cost of $250. 
 
Foster Avenue. 
Mr. Sam’l Clarke has put up a two-story dwelling of brick, 20 x 26, kitchen 13 x 13; 
James Wickett, builder and plasterer; R. Clarke, carpenter; J.A. Smith, painter; cost 
$900. 
 
Mrs. James Emsley has put up a double house, two stories, rough cast, 31x39, kitchen 
15x26; White, builder. Cost $1,000. 
 
Mr. James Arnott has erected a frame dwelling of one and one-half stories, 21x26, with 
kitchen 15x15, one story. H.A. Thompson, builder; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $800. 
 
Foster Ward. 
Mr. W.A. Foster has built a frame dwelling 18x26, kitchen 13x13. F. Flynn, builder; F. 
Dolan, plasterer. Cost, $500. 
 
Mr. Jos. Alcock has put up a frame dwelling 18x26, with wing 13x13. F. Flynn, builder; 
F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $600. 
 
Queen Street. 
Mr. W.E. Holton has erected a splendid residence on the corner of Queen and Albert  
Streets [should be s.e. corner of Charles & Queen]. The building is of brick, two stories 
in height, with Mansard roof forming a third story; the basement is of stone, and the 
copings of the windows are of artificial stone, the light color of which relieves and 
lightens the appearance of the structure. The cellar is 6 feet in depth, and the height of 
the stories is respectively 12, 10 and 9 feet. Though not yet completed, this mansion 
presents a fine appearance. It will be heated with hot air generated by a furnace in the 
basement, which furnace is already in operation. The dimensions of the main building 
are 30x30, with two additions in rear of two stories each, 18x18 and 16x18. Mason-work 



by James Woodley; carpenter work by Wm. Brenton; plastering and slating by T. 
Gardner; painting by Wm. Wensley; tin-roofing by R. Chown. The furnace was supplied 
by S. Kyle. Cost $6,000. 
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Building Operations for 1875. 
 
Church Street. 
On this street, during the present season, a large amount of building has been carried 
on, much to the improvement of its appearance. Of course, the church yards, the gaol 
yard, the hospital lot, and the school yard cause a good many gaps in the street, but the 
building sites have been rapidly taken up, and few streets in town show more 
improvement than Church Street has done during the last two years, and this season 
particularly. First we have the improvements at 
 
The Gas Works, 
Which are of very great importance to that now flourishing concern, and the greater part 
of the money expended upon which is properly to be credited to building operations. 
Most important of these works is the new gas holder, the introduction of which has been 
necessitated by the enormous increase in the business of the Company, which can be 
understood from the following figures: During the week ending Nov. 30th, 1872, the 
consumption of gas in Belleville was 114,600 cubic feet; during the week ending Nov. 
29th, 1874, the consumption was 137,100 feet; and during the week ending Nov. 28th, 
1875, the amount of gas consumed was 189,400 feet, or an increase of nearly 100 per 
cent in two years. The excavation for the new gas holder was begun during the 
summer, and was pushed forward with energy. The dimensions of the excavation, 
which necessitated a vast amount of work and entailed a great deal of expense, as it 
was made in the solid limestone rock, are, as built up, 51 ft. 6 in. in diameter by 19 ft. 6 
in. deep, and it is capable of holding 256,000 gallons of water. The cost of this portion of 
the work was $4,500. The gas holder, which is 50 ft. in diameter by 18 ft. in height, was 
made in Glasgow by R. Laidlaw & Son, and sent out in sections. It was put together 
here, and has now been in use for about a month. Its working capacity is 35,000 cubic 
feet of gas, and its cost was $4,000. This important addition to their works places the 
Company in a position to fully meet the demands of their customers. In addition to this 
work, a shed 48 ft. by 35 ft. has been built, which, with a large wing added, is capable of 
holding 700 tons of coal. A wall has also been built in front of the gas house, and an 
adjoining lot fenced, at a total cost of &700, thus making the total cost of improvements 
this year $9,200. The whole work was done under the superintendence of the 
Company’s officers, and the mason work by Mr. Worth. 
 
Private Dwellings. 
 
A little to the south of the gas works, on the opposite side of the road, Mr. John Covert 
has put up a frame house, one and one-half stories high, neatly painted, in which he 
carries on the grocery business. The building is 18ft by 24ft., with a storehouse in rear 



12ft by 20ft. Jas. Pake was the builder, and F. Dolan plasterer. The total cost was $350. 
 
Mr. Joseph Huyck has erected, directly opposite the gas works, a neat double tenement 
house, plastered. This house is one and one-half stories high, 24ft by 30ft., and is fully 
occupied. The cost was $800. 
 
On the same side of the street, one block north, Mr. Wm. Daly has built a comfortable 
dwelling of frame, plastered and neatly blocked off, the dimensions of which are 20ft. by 
26ft. Mr. White performed the carpenter work and Mr. F. Dolan was the plasterer. Cost 
$600. 
 
On the next lot Mr. James Abrahams has erected a dwelling of the same style and 
dimensions, two stories in height. Mr. Maughan executed the carpenter work and T. 
Gardiner the plastering. Cost $800. 
 
Dr. James has a large terrace, containing five dwellings, in course of construction on the 
next lot north. This building is of frame, and will be plastered outside when completed. 
The cost is estimated at about $2,000. 
 
Mr. Latimer’s extensive terraces on the opposite side of the street have already been 
noticed at length, but we refer to them again. First is a terrace of rough-cast dwellings of 
various dimensions, containing eight tenements, the total cost of which was $5,500. 
Next is the fine brick terrace, also containing eight tenements. It has a frontage of 180ft. 
and a depth of 28ft., and is two full stories in height, with a cellar underlying the whole 
structure. Each tenement has a brick kitchen of a story and a half in height, 12ft. by 
16ft., and is furnished with a cistern, whilst water for domestic use is obtained from two 
wells which have been sunk in the yards. Since our former visit to the premises, 
handsome glass porches have been added, and the whole property has been enclosed 
by a stylish wire fence. The total cost of this entire structure is stated to be $13,500, 
making the sum of $19,000 expended on this property. 
 
Mr. James Mackie has enclosed his premises, on which he erected last season a 
handsome and commodious residence of brick, with a wire fence in front and a close 
board fence on the sides and rear. Cost $200. 
 
Mr. H. McIninch, who a few months ago purchased the house and lot adjoining, has 
spent about $200 in thoroughly repairing and re-roofing the house, and fencing the lot. 
 
Mr. John Robertson, the Gas Company’s Manager, has entirely rebuilt his dwelling, 
almost directly opposite. The new house is two stories in height, plastered and tastefully 
colored. Mr. Robertson was his own architect and contractor, and the plastering was 
done by Mr. Maunder. Total cost $800. 
 
Mr. J.P. Reeves, on the next lot north, has added a summer kitchen to his dwelling at a 
cost of $100. 
 



To Be Continued.  
 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------    
Other Items: 
 
Murney Ward 
 The Electors of this Ward are requested to meet at Mrs. Hayes’ New Building, Bridge 
Street, near Clark’s Grocery, at half-past seven, on Friday evening, the 17th instant, for 
the purpose of selecting two candidates to represent the Ward in the Council for 1876. 
A large attendance is desirable. 
Irvine Diamond, R. N. Bennett, G. H. Pope, J. P. Thomas, J. G. Vandusen, J. W. Clark, 
Thomas Bonner, J. Wilson. 
 
December 16th, 1875 
 
House to Let 
A comfortable brick dwelling, near Mr. D. Ockerman’s (Collector), West Belleville.  
Apply to: H. A. THOMPSON, at Thompson’s Sash Factory. Belleville, Dec. 9, 1875 
 
Dwellings 
Three first-class tenements in Lattimer’s Terrace, Church Street, Hard and soft water on 
the premises. 
J. T. Lattimer, November 3rd, 1875 
 
To Let 
Two Desirable Dwellings on George Street, north of the residence of John Bell, Esq. 
Apply to Wm. Robertson, Oct. 8, 1875 
 
To Let 
The house formerly occupied by Mr. Ralph Purdy, George Street. Possession given 
immediately. Apply at the store of Gillen & Keith, Belleville, Aug. 13, 1875 
 
Skating Rink 
Thomas Bonner informs the public that he intends erecting an enclosed and covered 
Skating Rink at the new Ferry Dock, foot of Dundas Street, and intends keeping the 
same in good condition for skating during the winter.  He will have the dressing 
apartments comfortably heated, and will make the Rink such as persons can amuse 
themselves in by skating without being exposed to the danger of taking cold, as might 
be the case in the open air. Before undertaking the erection of the building he proposes 
opening a subscription list for skaters during the winter.  
Belleville, December 9,1875 
 

Skating 
The undersigned having commenced a commodious Skating Rink on Henry Street, 
Taylor’s Hill, solicits a share of public patronage.   George Thomas 
Belleville, December 10, 1875 



 
Marble, Marble 
The subscriber, having secured the services of Mr. George Ross, a first-class marble 
cutter, is prepared to furnish newest designs in Marble Monuments and Head 6tones, 
also all kinds of Fire Places and Mantels, at shortest notice. 
 
Shop - Pinnacle Street, south of Dr. Hope’s residence, and opposite the Grand Junction 
Station.   J. T. Lattimer. [Grand Junction Station was the W Methodist Church until 
1864] 
Belleville, November 5th, 1875 
 

To Rent 
On Taylor’s Hill, Brick House, presently occupied by Johnson the Hatter, possession 
15th December next. 
Apply to:  Phippen & Graham 
Belleville, Nov. 26, 1875 
 
To Let 
Several Rooms in Bogart’s Buildings, opposite the Market, Front Street, and on Bridge 
Street, suitable for offices, store rooms, or bed rooms. 
Apply to: Alexander Robertson, Barrister,           Belleville, June 11, 1875 
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Building Operations for 1875. 
A correspondent kindly supplies an important omission which was made in Bleecker 
Ward, as follows: 
 
Mr. Henry Mayo has erected a two-story plastered house on the east side of Bleecker 
avenue, 20x28, with kitchen 14x18. Henry Wilkins, contractor; carpenter work, John 
Pepper. Cost $???. 
 
On the east side of Betts street, Mrs. McKnight has erected a two story frame house, 
bricked up on the outside, 20x27, with kitchen 14x16. Cost about $1,000. 
 
On the west side of Bettes street, John A. Northcott has built three very neat story and-
a-half frame houses, 17x26, with kitchen 20x12, at a cost of about $600 each. 
 
On the south side of Emily street Mr. Northcott has also built a frame building one and-
a-half story in height, 16x45. It is occupied by his brother as a grocery. Cost $1,000. 
 
On the south side of Lime street, Mr. Charles Allan has built a brick-house 18x26, story 
and-a-half in height, with kitchen 16x14. Cost about $900. Langman, mason work; L. 
Sharp, carpentering. 
 



On the north side of Brassey street, Mr. W. Northcott has built a house just the same 
size as the one mentioned above. J.A. Northcott, carpenter; Wickett, mason work; H. 
Emsley, plasterer. Cost $900. 
 
On Railway street, Mr. Roderick Parrot has built a two-story plastered store, 18x30. 
Robert Watson, carpenter work Henry Emsley, plasterer. Cost $700. 
 
On Bull street, Mr. Thomas Ormond has built a brick-house 17x26, one and-a-half story 
in height, with kitchen 12x12. Cost $750. Carpentering work, John A. Northcott; 
plastering H. Emsly. 
 
On the south side of Bull street, Mr. Alex. Carruth and Mr. Walter Carruth 
[???????????????????????????????????????????????????????] story frame, 
20x26. The foundation projects to receive brick work. Cost about $500 each.  
 
Mr. Samuel J. Bull has erected three small but neat and comfortable dwellings, on the 
east side of McDonald street. They are each 18x24, with kitchens 18x14. Jackson, 
builder F. Dolan, plasterer Cost $450 each. 
 
Mr. Bull has also built a fourth dwelling near to these others. It is 16x22, with kitchen 
12x16. Bashaw, builder; E. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $300. 
 
This competes the record for east Belleville, in which 143 houses and shops were 
erected during the year at a cost of $247,000. 
 
West Belleville. 
We now return to West Belleville, resuming where we left off at Everett Street. 
 
George F. Pretty, frame dwelling, 18x32, with kitchens 9x32. Mr. Pretty was his own 
builder; Jas. Woodley, plasterer, Cost $600. 
 
Wm. Boswell, a two story brick terrace, with slated roof, containing 6 dwellings, on the 
corner of Albert and Moira Streets. The size of the building is 106x26, with kitchens 
13x12 each. Geo. Thomas, mason; carpenter work by the day; slating by Mr. Boswell; 
Cornelius, painter. Cost $5,000. Mr. Boswell also built on Albert Street, a double 
tenement house, two story brick, with slated roof. Dimensions 28x36, with kitchen 
24x13. The work was done by the same mechanics. Cost $2,000. 
 
[North] Front Street West. 
 
A.N. Pringle, two double houses, plastered, corner of [North] Front and Earl Streets. 
These houses are each 45x30, with kitchen 15x30, two story, framed and plastered. Mr. 
Pringle was his own builder F. Dolan and T. Gardner, plasterers; Wensley and Dame, 
painters. Total cost, $4,000. 
 
Mr. John N. Pringle, a two-story brick dwelling, 26x32, with kitchen 16x20. Fahey Bros., 



mason; Jas. Davis and M. Mahon, carpenter work; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $2,400. 
 
Rev. Wm. Bird, a two-story brick dwelling, 22x30. Johnston Bros., masons; E. Lang, 
carpenter; E. Dolan, plasterer; W.H. Dame, painter. Cost $1.150. 
 
Yeoman’s Hill. 
 
Edward Lang, two story brick residence 36x42. Cost $3,000. 
 
The new Marchmont was erected during the past season at a cost of $4,000. It is a two 
story building of brick, 38x32, with kitchens 24x30 and cellar 20ft. square, in which is 
located the heating furnaces. J. Woodley, mason; W. Reeves, carpenter; T. Gardner, 
slater and plasterer W. Wensley, painter. 
 
C. Tuite, a frame house two stories, 22x32, kitchen 18x24. G. White, builder; F. Dolan, 
plasterer C. Tuite, painter. Cost, $1,000. 
 
John Hicks, a two story frame dwelling 22x30 rough cast. W. Reeves, builder 
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 
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Murneyville. 
F. Dolan, a one and one half story brick dwelling on Henry Street, 27x34, with kitchen 
and woodshed 16x26. Fahey Bros., mason; M. Mahon, carpenter; F. Dolan, plasterer. 
Cost $2,300. 
 
Mr. English, a frame dwelling, 14x26, G. White, builder; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $300. 
 
E. Deacon, a two story frame house 24x36, veneered with brick. Mr. Deacon was his 
own builder; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $1100. 
 
James Carroll, a one-and-one-half story frame house, 18x30. Carroll, builder; F. Dolan, 
plasterer. Cost $400. 
 
Isabella Street. 
John Murdoff, a two story dwelling of brick, 36x26. Johnston Bros., masons; Murdoff, 
carpenter; F. Dolan, plasterer; W.H. Dame, painter. Cost $1,500. 
 
James Davis, a two story frame dwelling veneered with brick, 20x38. Johnston Bros., 
masons; Jas. Davis, carpenter; F. Dolan, plasterer; W.H. Dame, painter. Cost $2,000. 
 
Commercial Sreet. 
A. Christie, a two story brick dwelling, 26x36, with kitchen 17x18. John Forin, architect; 
Fahey Bros., masons; F. McKay, carpenter work, plastering and painting. Cost $2,600. 
 



Prof. Coleman, two story brick dwelling, 26x32, kitchen 16x17. Fahey Bros., mason 
work; F. McKay, carpenter; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $2,300. 
 
W.W. Jones, two story brick dwelling, 26x32, kitchen 15x20. Fahey Bros., mason work; 
Geo. Walton, carpenter; Jas. Wickett, plasterer. Cost $2,100. 
 
Mr. Simms, brick house, two stories, 28x26. J. Lang, builder and plasterer; Simms, 
carpenter. Cost $1,300. 
 
James Ponton, a stone addition to his residence, 20x60, one-and-one-half stories. 
Steele, mason; Jas. Smith, carpenter E. Dolan, plasterer; C. Tuite, painter. Cost $800. 
 
John Johnston, two story brick dwelling, 26 by 30, kitchen 15 by 18. John Forin, 
architect; Worth, mason and plasterer; J. Ricks, carpenter. Cost $2,000. 
 
John Post, a dwelling of similar dimensions and style. Jas. Wickett, mason. Cost 
$2,000. 
 
Octavia Street. 
James Woodley, a double house of brick, two stories, 38 by 26, with kitchen 13 by 26. 
Cost $2,000. 
 
James Johnston, brick dwelling, two stories, 24 by 18, with kitchen 12 by 17. Johnston 
Bros., brick work; F. Dolan, plasterer; R.S. Young, carpenter; W.H. Dame, painter. Cost 
$1,200. 
 
Dunbar Street. 
J.G. Vandusen,  a double house, framed and plastered, 30 by 26, with kitchen 16 by 36. 
Ricks, builder; J. Emsley, plaster; M. Knapp, painter. Cost $1,500. 
 
John Rowe, brick dwelling, two stories, 24 by 32, with kitchen 14 by 17. Johnson Bros., 
masons; R.S. Young, carpenter; Harris & Slater, plasterers; Knapp, painter. Cost 
$1,800. 
 
Bleecker’s Grove. 
John J.B. Flint, a double house, two stories, framed and plastered, 26x38, with kitchen 
14x26. L. Grills, builder; F. Dolan, plasterer; Turner & Toy, painters. Cost $1,400. 
 
Mr. Frederick Froste has built a large frame building to be used as a factory. Cost 
$1,500. 
 
Mr. Wm. Lingham has built a new engine house and store house at the Grove mill. Cost 
$500. 
 
Patrick O’Hora, a two story brick dwelling, 23x30, with kitchen 16x14. P. Cary, mason; 
S. White, carpenter; P. O’Hara, plasterer; M. York, painter. Cost $2,000. 



 
Peter Carey, a one-and-one-half story dwelling, rough-cast, 24x30. P. Matthews, 
builder; F. Dolan, plasterer; S. Cornelius, painter. Cost $1,000. 
 
A number of small buildings, concerning which we cannot give details, have been 
erected in the upper part of this district. They number six or seven, and we give their 
cost as $2,000, which is probably within the mark. 
 
James Street. [Prince of Wales Drive] 
J.W. Clarke, a double house, 26x38, with kitchens 12x24, framed and plastered. 
Reeves, builder; F. Dolan, plasterer; M. York, painter. Cost $1,400. 
 
Job Lingham, a rough-cast dwelling 24x36, kitchen 16x20. Fitzgerald, builder; F. Dolan, 
plasterer. Cost $1,200. 
 
To Be Continued. 
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College District. 
R. Osborne, a two story brick house, 24x32, kitchen 12x16. E. Lang, builder. Cost 
$1,600. 
 
Miss Smith, a two story plastered dwelling, 26x34. Cost $1,200. 
 
Mr. Frost, one and one-half story frame house, 26x34. Cost $1,000. 
 
Mrs. Lake, two story brick dwelling, 24x32. Cost $1,500. 
 
L. Johnston, two story brick dwelling, 24x32. Cost $1,500. 
 
J. Miller, one and one half story frame house, 22x30. Cost $500. 
 
Wickett’s Block. 
The following dwellings have been erected on a plot of land lately laid out by Mr. J. 
Wickett on Murney’s Hill: 
 
Mr. Hudson, 2 story frame, 20x30. Cost $600. 
 
Mr. Eldridge, 1 story frame, 18x24. Cost $300. 
 
Mrs. Trail, one and one half story frame, 20x28. Cost $500. 
 
Mr. Bryant, one and one half story frame, 16x20. Cost $400. 
 
Mr. Baird, one story frame, 16x20. Cost $300. 



 
Mr. Charbonneau, 2 story frame, 20x32. Cost $650. 
 
Mr. Realow, one and one-half story frame, 18x26. Cost $400. 
 
Mr. Morris, one and one-half story frame, 16x30. Cost $400. 
 
Miscellaneous. 
 
Mr. Butler, one and one-half story frame, 20x28. Cost $500. 
 
Mr. Worth, a double house, 27x42, two stories. Cost $1,500. 
 
Mr. R.N. Bennett, two story dwelling, 20x30. Cost $800. 
 
Mr. Geo. Brown, two story dwelling, brick, 20x28. Cost $1,000. 
 
Mr. Backus, one story house, brick, 16x24. Cost $600. 
 
Mr. McCreary, two story brick dwelling, 22x30. Cost $1,000. 
 
Mr. Thompson, two story brick dwelling, 20x30. Cost $1,000. 
 
Mr. A. Simmons, one and one-half story brick dwelling. Cost $800. 
 
A house belonging to Mr. J.J.B. Flint, on Bridge street, was thoroughly renovated and 
veneered with brick at a cost of $600 by Mr. Jas. Wickett. 
 
Summary. 
This concludes our detail of building operations in town during the season, which shows 
that in West Belleville there were 107 tenements erected during the year at a cost of 
$114,700. This, added to the 143 buildings erected in East Belleville at a cost of 
$247,000, gives for the town the handsome total of 250 tenements built in Belleville 
during 1875, the total cost of which was $361,700. Even this return falls short of the 
exact figures, as the compilation of our returns was begun so late in the season that 
information of a considerable number of houses could not be obtained. Though this be 
the case, the figures which we have, after a great deal of trouble in obtaining, been able 
to lay before our readers must prove highly satisfactory, as showing that, in spite of the 
hard times, Belleville’s progress last year was more rapid than ever before. 
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Building Operations for 1876. 
 
Bull’s Opera House. 



The block of land which lies on Campbell Street, between Front and Pinnacle Streets, 
has at length been built up, and a hideous gap, which so long existed there, has finally 
been closed. On this fine site Mr. Geo. L.T. Bull has erected a comfortable and 
commodious building which will, when finished, be the largest structure devoted to 
amusements in town, besides which he  has also built a block of stores and club house, 
the whole forming a block of 217 feet frontage on Campbell Street and 58 feet on 
Pinnacle Street. We will speak first of the Opera House, the dimensions of which are 58 
by 120 feet, with walls 38 feet high, and to peak of roof 54 feet. A large gallery reaches 
in horseshoe form from a point near the stage to the rear of the interior. The stage is 30 
by 54 feet, and the height of curtain will 30 feet. On each side of the stage will be four 
private boxes. The orchestra chairs will be folding, and of the latest pattern, whilst in 
parquetted and gallery will be sofas comfortably upholstered, the whole affording 
seating accommodation for 850 persons, but 200 more can be accommodated without 
crowding to an uncomfortable extent. Light will be supplied by a large chandelier of 52 
lights, depending from the centre of the ceiling, and around the front of the gallery 
brackets surmounted by white globes will be placed one foot apart, numbering from 60 
to 70. The walls and ceiling will be frescoed in the best style by Mr. Richardson, of 
Napanee, an artist who has acquired considerable celebrity in his profession, thus 
making the new opera house fully up to buildings of a similar character in the leading 
cities. The heating will be done by hot air furnaces. Whilst all these necessary details 
have been looked after carefully, the important matters of ingress and egress have also 
been paid proper attention to. On the Pinnacle Street front are the vestibule, ticket 
offices and principal entrances. Wide doors admit to the parquetted and orchestra 
chairs, and the gallery is reached by an 8 ft. wide staircase on the right. In case of 
panic, large doors near the stage can be thrown open, by the use of which the 
auditorium can be cleared in a very brief period. It only remains to add that dressing 
rooms for the performers will be built at the west end of the structure. This very brief 
description will suffice to show that Mr. Bull is providing an amusement hall well fitted to 
serve all the requirements of the town for years to come, and although the exterior of 
the edifice is plain, yet it is massive and solid looking. Mr. John C. Winnberg was the 
architect; Fahey Bros., masons; H. Wilkins, plasterer; W.H. Dame, painter and glazier; 
T. Linklater put in the heating apparatus, and R. Wadsworth put on the iron roof. 
 
Bull’s Block. 
The block of stores adjoining the Opera House is also of brick, two stories high, with 
mansard roof forming the third story. There are four shops in the building, the second 
story of which has been built for a Club House. The rooms for this purpose comprise 
dining hall, parlors, smoking rooms, billiard room, reading room, &c., which will be 
finished in elegant style. The mechanics employed in this building are the same as on 
the Opera House, except that Frank Dolan is doing the plastering in the Club House, 
and W. Boswell slated the roof. The total cost of the two buildings will be $12,000. 
 
Bellevue Terrace. 
The “Pinnacle,” from which Pinnacle Street takes its name, has been adorned and 
beautified by the Messrs. Graham in the most complete manner. A beautiful brick 
terrace containing six dwellings has been erected, the high bank has been cut away, 



graded, planted with trees and enclosed with a stone wall, and in a few years will be 
one of the most beautiful spots in town. Bellevue Terrace consists, as we have said, of 
six separate tenements, which for beauty of finish, excellence of situation, and 
completeness in every respect cannot be surpassed. As all the dwellings are precisely 
alike, the description of one will suffice for the whole. Each tenement is 24 feet by 34, 
two stories in height with a basement, the heights being as follows: Basement story, 10 
ft. first and second floors 11 ft. each. In the basement are the dining room, a very 
commodious apartment, 14 ft. by 22 feet 6 in., with bow window, then a pantry between 
dining room and kitchen; next the kitchen, servant’s bed room; combined cellar and 
pantry, with cistern, and pumps for hard and soft water. In rear is the summer kitchen, a 
stone edifice, which also serves the purpose of a porch, and in which there is a coal bin 
with storage for 8 tons of coal. On the next floor are the parlor, a beautifully adorned 
apartment, 14 ft. 6 in. by 32 feet 6 in., in which there are two fire places, with grates of 
beautiful design, and elegant white marble mantels. The sewing room is also on this 
floor. The porch is elegantly floored with cherry and maple, with front lights of stained 
glass, whilst in the main doors are large plate glass windows, bearing the initials “B.V.” 
(Belle Vue) which adornments alone cost $100 for each tenement. In the third story, 
which is reached by an easy stair which describes one-half turn, are three bed rooms, 
with clothes closets, and a bath room, which is fitted up in excellent style and supplied, 
by a very ingenious utilization of the coal stove which stands in the dining room, with hot 
as well as the cold water which a force pump in the kitchen furnishes. So numerous are 
the appliances for securing the comfort of the residents in these beautiful dwellings, on 
which no expense has been spared, that it would exceed our space to describe them. 
Suffice it to say that all modern improvements have been made use of, and not a few 
ingenious expedients, originating with Mr. I.B. Graham, adopted for securing economy 
of fuel and contributing to the convenience of those who dwell in the terrace. So 
successful has Mr. Graham been that nothing seems wanting either for elegance or 
comfort. The building has not yet been completed, though but little comparatively 
remains to be done. The iron ridge cresting will be put on in a few days, and probably in 
a fortnight the whole of the work will be finished. Mr. Graham was his own architect; 
James Wickett, mason; Jas. Davis, carpenter Taylor and Twining, painters; H. Wilkins, 
plasterer; C.F. Smith, plumber, W. Malcolm, bell hanger. Cost of the building $15,000. 
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Building Operations. 
The Opera House. 
(Continued from Yesterday.) 
 
The building is of brick. It has a frontage of 58 feet on Pinnacle street by a depth of 120 
feet on Campbell street. Its height to the top of the wall is 38 feet. The roof is covered 
with iron, and is very substantial. It is two stories high, and is well lighted by windows 
4½ feet wide by 10 feet high. The main entrance is on Pinnacle street, and the entry 
way is large and spacious. To the right of the hall door is the ticket office, where the 
smiling “pasteboard seller” will preside. To the left is a large room. The hall at this point 



is 18 feet wide. There are two entrances to the body of the building. A gallery in the form 
of a long semicircle divides the height of the edifice. It is very narrow on the side, but at 
the eastern end is wide and roomy, being 28 feet broad. The floors are inclined, so that 
all persons in the building will be enabled to see all that transpires on the stage. The 
distance from the lower floor to the gallery ceiling is 11 feet; from the lower floor to the 
centre of the ceiling, which is circular in shape, 38 feet; the body of the hall is 69 feet 
long by 54 feet wide. The stage is situated at the western end, is perfectly level (in that 
respect differing from the recent style of stage erections), is 30 feet wide and 30 feet 
deep, and will be fitted and furnished in a substantial and elegant manner. There will be 
eight private boxes—four on each side of the stage; access to four of which can be 
gained on the lower floor, whilst the other four are entered from the gallery. The theatre 
is fitted up in the  style of the Grand Opera House in Toronto, and in many respects will 
resemble it in the interior, whilst many improvements experience has suggested will be 
introduced. Access is had to the gallery by a staircase 8 feet wide, placed at the right 
hand side of the main entrance. There are three doors leading to the gallery, thus 
enabling its occupants to vacate it in short order. In the centre of the ceiling is a large 
circular sun-light, which, when illuminated, will shed a very powerful light. The lower part 
of the building will be lighted by chandeliers, which will be worked by electricity. The 
mason work was done by Mr. John Fahey, the painting by Mr. William Dame, the tin 
work by Mr. Thos. Linklater and Mr. Robert Wardsworth. Mr. Fred Richardson, of 
Napanee, will do the fresco work, and Mr. Wilkins the plasterering. Mr. John C. 
Winnberg is the architect. The theatre will be provided with patent folding chairs, and 
will comfortably seat over 1,000 persons. 
Already many applications for the opening night have been made, but it has not been 
definitely decided on as to who is to be the fortunate one. Our people, however, may 
rely on this: that the opening performance will be given by a thoroughly first-class 
company. 
As the building is not finished, we are as yet unable to give a thorough description of it, 
which, however, we will do when the inside work has been completed. 
 
A Block of Stores. 
Directly in the rear of the Opera House is a block of stores all of which are rapidly 
approaching completion. The stores are four in number, two double and two single. The 
front of the structure is of brick and the rear of stone, and the building is three stories 
high. The larger stores are each 20 feet wide by 42 deep. A building is being up in the 
rear of this 20 feet by 30 feet. The second floor is divided into halls and rooms; the hall 
at the western end is 42 by 20 feet off which are too rooms 16 feet square; there is also 
a hall in the western end of the building 21 feet by 40 feet and two rooms, one 16 feet 
square and the other 18 feet by 13 feet. The height of the ceilings from each floor is 15 
feet. The third floor is one large room, the full size of the building. The hall and staircase 
leading from the ground floor are 8 feet wide and are wainscoted on each side. Mr. J. 
Fahey was the builder and Mr. J.C. Winnberg the architect. The buildings with the 
Opera House fill up, two thirds of the distance between Front Street and Pinnacle 
Streets. The whole row of buildings add to the appearance of the locality. The cost of 
this block and the Opera House is $18,000. 
 



The Robertson Block [East] 
Mr. Alexander Robertson’s building is of brick, has a frontage of 125 ft. and is 70 ft. in 
depth and has a cellar 7 ft. high under the entire building. The height of the wall is 37 ft. 
The roof is a mansard, the front of which is handsomely slated in blue, red and green. 
On the ground floor the building is divided into 6 stores—3 double and 3 single—each 
being supplied with a vault. The building is divided in the centre by a fire proof wall 13 
inches thick, the doors in which are of iron. The second floor is divided into offices, while 
on the 3rd floor are the halls of the Oddfellows and the Temperance Association of the 
Holy Cross, a description of each of which has already appeared in these columns. The 
windows on the ground floor are of plate glass; the moulting around the pillars is neatly 
gilded, and the cornice mouldings and sills are of white brick. Messrs. Evans & Bolger 
were the architects John Fahey did the mason work; Northcott & Alford the carpentering 
Frank Dolan the plastering Thomas Gardner the slating and William Wensley the 
painting. The foundation was built last year by Mr. James Wickett. The cost of the 
building is about $30,000. 
 
Bellevue Terrace. 
This terrace faces Patterson Street, is composed of six tenements, and is, without 
exception the finest block of private residences in the town. The location is an excellent 
one, as from it a very extended view can be had of the town and surrounding country. 
The building is composed of two stories and a basement consisting of four rooms, all of 
which are neatly finished. In the middle of the ceiling is a centre piece for a chandelier, 
whilst a handsome stucco cornice surmounts the outside edge. Each basement is 
supplied with a handsome fire place, which with the addition of one coal stove, will 
suffice to heat each tenement. On the first floor are the hall, drawing room and sewing 
room, while the sleeping rooms and bath room are on the upper floor. Each fire place in 
the entire building is supplied with a marble mantel with gold bar grates. Midway on the 
sides of the drawing room are pillars of cement, handsomely moulded. The ceilings 
throughout the building are surmounted with stucco cornices. The steps and 
balustrades leading to the porch on the first floor are granited and present a very pretty 
appearance. The inside of the porch is supplied with a hardwood floor the pieces 
composing which are laid diagonally. The lights in the porch doors are of colored glass. 
All the doors are supplied with locks of the latest and most approved patterns. The 
railings of the staircases are of cherry, birch and walnut, and are well finished. Pipes are 
run from the basement to the bath-room in the upper floor, so that hot and cold water 
can be obtained as required. Bell-pulls are placed in convenient places throughout the 
building  and speaking tubes have also been supplied. There is a yard for each 
dwelling, neatly enclosed by a high board fence, which surrounds all the necessary 
outbuildings. The main structure is of brick; the cornices window sills and caps of 
cement; the basement story is of stone. The roof is of tin and will be surmounted with a 
railing. The ground in front of the building is neatly laid out, and is bordered by a walk 
and surrounded by a hedge of small trees, the whole being enclosed by a substantial 
stone fence with cement caps. The entrance is about midway on the street, and is 
through a gate, the pillars of which are of solid cement. The block was erected by Mr. 
I.B. Graham and Mr. James A. Davis is the architect; the cost is about $12,000. 
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Building Operations for 1876. 
 
Though Belleville, like other places, has felt the evil effects of “hard times,” and although 
at such times but few people comparatively have money to spend in making permanent 
improvements, yet the number of buildings of a superior class put up in town during the 
season now closing has seldom been exceeded. It speaks well for our town, when our 
shrewdest and most careful citizens are thus seen showing their faith in its future by 
spending large sums in the erection of large and costly buildings, equal in extent, in 
beauty of design, and consequently in cost to those of any city in the country. Of the 
smaller class, of buildings, the number erected has been fewer than last year, when 
some 400 were built, but the number erected this season will be found quite up to the 
average, as will be found before our review is brought to a close. 
 
The Robertson Block [East] 
This magnificent block of buildings, erected by Alexander Robertson, Esq., on the site of 
the old “Mansion House” Hotel, and some other old buildings on Front St., which were 
destroyed by fire last year, is the first of the new buildings to claim attention. It is one of 
the handsomest buildings in town, and we trust it may long stand to delight the eye, a 
monument of the liberality and enterprise of its proprietor and of the skill and taste of the 
architect who designed it. 
The structure is of brick it has 125 ft. frontage by 70 ft. in depth, and beneath its whole 
extent is a cellar of 7 ft. high in the clear. Its height to top of wall is 37 ft., above which is 
a Mansard roof, beautifully slated in red, blue and green, the whole terminating in a light 
and graceful iron cresting. The edifice is divided in the centre by a fire proof wall 13 
inches in thickness, and several safe vaults have been built for the use of occupants of 
the stores on the ground floor, of which there are six, three single and three double. The 
front of the building is very handsome. On the ground floor it is broken by the windows 
of the stores, each of which consists of one large sheet of plate glass. The uprights are 
of iron, black and gilt, which gives them a highly ornamental appearance. The main 
portion of the building is of red brick, with white brick and artificial stone hood mouldings 
and sills, whilst the cornices, pilasters and arches are of the same material. The whole 
forms a highly ornamental and attractive front. Messrs. Evans & Bolger were the 
architects; Fahey Bros., contractors for masonry; Northcott & Alford, carpenters; Frank 
Dolan, plasterer; Thos. Gardner, slater; Wm. Wensley, painter the foundation was built 
last year by Mr. James Wickett. The total cost of the structure is understood to have 
been rather over than under $20,000. 
In this connection we proceed to give a description of the  
Oddfellows Hall. 
This Hall, which is situated in the third story of the building, is one of the largest and 
most handsomely furnished rooms occupied by the Order in the Province. Realizing that 
“dwelling together in unity” is profitable, as well as pleasant, the brethren in Belleville, 
having abandoned their former halls, have transferred their furniture to the magnificent 



new rooms in Robertson’s block, which they occupy jointly, the meetings being held as 
follows: Belleville Lodge No. 81 on Thursday nights; Mizpah Lodge No. 127 on Monday 
nights; and Quinte Encampment No. 19, on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month. 
We have spoken of the premises as a Hall, but there are in reality four large rooms 
tenanted by the Order. Passing through the iron door which admits of passage through 
the fire-proof wall which separates the sections of the building, we first enter the 
Reception Room, a large apartment 28 by 19 feet, the furnishing of which has not yet 
been completed, but which in a short time will be fitted up in a style to correspond with 
the remaining portions of the premises. Next we enter the Ante-chamber, which is 36 by 
16 feet, in which are stored the regalia worn by the members of the lodges, and which is 
furnished neatly and sufficiently to meet all necessary requirements. A door opens 
hence into a sanctum sanctorum, into which the foot of the uninitiated is not allowed to 
enter, and into which his eyes may not gaze. The “goat” and other terrible animals are 
supposed to roam about in this chamber, which we were informed by our conductor was 
30 feet in length and 21 feet in width, and contained, in addition to the menagerie before 
alluded to, a quantity of paraphernalia belonging to the brethren. This room is wholly 
devoted to the use of Quinte Encampment, No. 19. 
Turning to the left we enter the hall—a magnificently furnished apartment, 52 ft. in 
length by 29 ft. in width, and fitted up with excellent taste and great liberality. The first 
object which arrests the attention is a magnificent crystal chandelier, whose pendants 
glitter and sparkle in the gaslight like so many diamonds. This beautiful article was 
supplied by Bro. C.F. Smith, and cost $100. Facing the entrance, on a dais at the 
opposite end of the Hall, is the seat of the Noble Grand, for whose use is provided a 
very handsome fauteuil of black walnut, upholstered in red rep, with a canopy above 
adorned with the emblems of the order, and from which depend curtains also of red. On 
either side are the seats of the Supporters, and further away the desks of the 
Permanent and Recording Secretaries. The Past Grand sits midway down the room, 
and opposite to him is the Chaplain, whilst at the end opposite to the N.G. is the seat of 
the Vice Grand, which is almost precisely similar to the presiding officer, with the single 
exception that the chair is upholstered in blue and the curtains which depend from the 
canopy are of the same color. Very comfortable and handsome seats, upholstered in 
red rep, line both sides of the room, all of which are intended for the use of private 
members. In addition to all this, the Hall is carpeted with an excellent wool carpet of a 
pleasing pattern. The walls have not been neglected, for hung on them are charts of the 
Encampment and of the other Lodges which share the occupancy of the apartment. 
Portraits of Thomas Wildey, founder of the Order, Jas. B. Nicholson, P.G.S., and Jas. 
Ridgley, P.G.S., as well as a painting of the Good Samaritan complete the pictorial 
adornments, the whole forming an elegant, and pleasing ensemble, which we venture to 
say is not surpassed by any other Oddfellows’ Hall in the Province. We understand that 
the hall will be formally opened by a concert on Friday evening next, when the public will 
be at liberty to see and admire its beauties for themselves. 
The Hall and suit of rooms in the south end of the block are occupied by the 
Temperance Association of the Holy Cross, who have furnished them very neatly and 
appropriately. 
Mr. Robertson thus finds his enterprise already satisfactory, as only two stores remain 



vacant. 
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Mechanics’ Institute. 
The interest manifested by our citizens in the establishment of a Mechanics’ Institute 
and Library Association, continues to increase. We observe to-day His Worship the 
Mayor, at the request of some of our most esteemed and influential citizens, has called 
a public meeting to consider the matter. 
We certainly think this an undertaking that should meet with the warmest support of 
every right thinking and intelligent person who has the well being of the country at heart. 
We thoroughly agree with a remark made by a prominent gentleman in town to the 
effect that this is one of the most desirable and important projects that has been started 
in Belleville, and that he considered its claims before him for support only second to 
those of the church. 
We are compelled to admit, however, that we have seen one or two parties shake their 
heads and say that this Institute will prove a failure in Belleville, for lack of sufficient 
intelligence among the people. We do not hesitate at once to brand such an utterance 
as a slander upon our citizens. We are fully convinced that, if our people are satisfied 
that the matter is being undertaken by the right persons, they will one and all,—with the 
exception, perhaps, of these croakers, heartily co-operate to make the undertaking an 
entire success. The names of the gentlemen we see attached to the requisition to the 
Mayor are, it seems to us, a sure guarantee of its success. 
It is of course to be expected that in Belleville, as every where else, there will be found a 
few narrow minded persons who will offer a sort of opposition on some frivolous or 
selfish pretext. But we know that such opposition is really an advantage, and is rather to 
be courted than counter-opposed; in fact, if His Worship could only succeed in having 
every individual of this class in town present on Tuesday night, beside him on the 
platform, to set forth their opposition, it would be the best and most effectual thing that 
could be done to carry the whole town heartily into supporting the scheme. 
We believe the Institute has already been incorporated, and, we understand, the 
gentlemen who have the matter in hand are desirous of putting it upon a sound financial 
basis, making it attractive to all, and of such a character that its members may be 
benefited, intellectually, morally, socially and physically. We doubt not that they will 
succeed, and thus make the Belleville Mechanics’ Institute and Library Association, the 
Institution, par excellence, of the town. 
We insert in another column an acknowledgement of further contributions, making now 
a total of $1,000 subscribed up to the present time.  
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Building Operations for 1876. 
 
Docter’s Hotel. 



Mr. William Docter has erected on the lot adjoining his popular and well-known hostelry, 
the Prince of Wales’ Feathers, near the Grand Trunk Station, on Railway Station Street, 
a large and handsome brick building, into which he proposes, when it is completed, to 
transfer his hotel business. The building, which has a neat verandah in front, is three 
stories in height, 54x40, with kitchen 25x16, and wood-shed of the same dimensions. 
The height of the stories is respectively 12 ft., 11 ft., and 8 ft. On the ground floor are 
the bar; which will be neatly fitted up, and a number of small private rooms partitined off, 
with a large cellar in the rear, and two commodious and well lighted rooms, which are 
divided by folding doors, and will be used as sitting room and parlor. The heating 
apparatus, which is the invention of an ingenious friend of Mr. Docter’s, is also situated 
on the ground floor, under the stair-case. It promises to be very efficient—in fact, its 
excellence has already been proved to the satisfaction of Mr. Docter. On the second 
floor are six large bed-rooms and parlor, each supplied with ventilator and well lighted, 
whilst on the third floor are four bed-rooms and several large closets. A fine view of both 
town and country is to be had from the windows of this flat. The hotel is now rapidly 
approaching completion, and we venture to say that few more substantial and 
comfortable buildings than it will be found in town. Another large work has been 
performed in connection with the work of building on this lot, namely, the covering of the 
surface, to a depth of two feet, with stone, which operation involved a very considerable 
amount of labor and expense. We wish friend Docter continued and increasing 
prosperity in his new premises. Mr. John Northcott, senior, was the architect, and is 
deserving of a word of praise for the excellence of his design. The carpenter work was 
executed by his employees. John Wickett, mason F. Dolan, plasterer; Turner & Toy, 
painters; C.F. Smith executed the plumbing and constructed the heating furnace. Cost, 
$4,500. 
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Building Operations. 
(Continued from Yesterday) 
 
The New Methodist Church. [Halloway Street Church] 
 
Although the appellation of “The City of Churches” has been given to Belleville, it is yet 
a fact that, in proportion to the population there is not sufficiency of church 
accommodation. True, there are 15 places of public worship, but then it should be 
remembered that this town now boasts a population of over 9,400. Time however, will 
remedy all this, and when the present depression lifts, the erection of more churches 
will then be considered. The site of the new Methodist Church in West Belleville is one 
of the most commanding that could be selected, and is readily seen from almost any 
section of the town. Its high steeple greets the eye of the stranger as he lands at the 
dock or at the depot, and no doubt creates in his mind favorable impressions of our 
people. But a little over three months has elapsed since the corner stone of this building 
was laid, and now the work is being pushed on so vigorously that only a short time will 
be required to bring it to completion. The corner stone it will be remembered was laid on 



the 16th of August and the building has been continuous ever since. The basement 
beneath the body of the church is of stone 52 feet by 78 feet, and will be used as a 
lecture room and Sunday School room. The upper part of the building is of brick, the 
window bases and copings being of stone and cement. The basement is 13 feet high 
and the upper structure 24 feet, making the height of the wall 37 feet. From the floor of 
the church to the ceiling, which is oval is 28 feet. A gallery 11 feet wide runs around the 
sides and one end of the building. There is an addition in the centre in rear of the 
building 17 feet by 24 feet, the basement part of which will be used as an infant’s class 
room and the upper part for an organ. The edifice will be well lighted, the windows being 
4 feet wide by 14 feet high. The tower is 16 feet square and projects 7 feet in front of the 
building. It is 37 feet high and is surmounted by a spire 93 feet high, making the 
distance from the top of the spire to the ground 135 feet. The church is calculated to 
seat 800 people, and is estimated to cost $10,000, and will be lighted with gas. James 
Wickett supervised the mason work; Lewis Grills, the carpentering; William Wensley, 
the painting, James Wickett and John Harris, the plastering; C.F. Smith, the tin work, 
and H. Wilkins the cement work. 
 
The University Church. 
The friends and members of the M.E. Church who reside in the vicinity of Albert 
College, erected during the past season on the s.w.corner of North Front and College 
streets, a neat brick church, 32 feet by 50 feet, with walls 18 feet high. It is a great 
convenience to the residents of the locality in which it is situated, and especially so to 
the students of the College. Mr. James Wickett, superintended the mason work; F. 
Scantlebury, was the carpenter, and Harris & Slater the plasterers. Cost, $2,500. 
 
Miscellaneous. 
 
James Woodley, Catherine street, a brick dwelling, two stories, 20 feet by 30 feet; 
kitchen 16 feet square. Mr. Woodley, superintended the erection. Cost, $1,600. 
 
John Forin, Alexander street, a brick dwelling, two stories, 26 feet by 30 feet; kitchen 16 
feet by 18 feet. Not yet completed. 
 
A.H. Reddick, Mill street, brick dwelling, two stories, 23 feet by 29 feet; kitchen 14 feet 
by 20 feet. J. Langman, was the mason; J.H. Reddick, the carpenter, and Patrick 
O’Hara, the plasterer. Cost, $1,000. 
 
William Anderson, Cedar street, double dwelling, brick, 40 feet by 28 feet; with kitchen 
is rear of each. Cost, $1,800. 
 
Henry Wilkins, Bridge street [n.w. corner of Bridge & Chatham, 202 Bridge Street East], 
brick dwelling, 28 feet by 32 feet, George Thomas, mason; H. Wilkins, plasterer. Cost, 
$700. 
 
Henry Butwell, Herchimer road, brick dwelling, two stories, 24 feet by 32 feet, kitchen 18 
feet by 20 feet. James Woodley, mason; T. Gardner, slater and plasterer; William 



Wensley, painter; J. Pepper, carpenter. Cost, $2,000. 
 
Thomas Wilson, South John street, brick dwelling, two stories, 18 feet by 33 feet; 
kitchen 12 feet by 18 feet. Geo. Thomas, mason W. Brenton, carpenter T. Gardner, 
plasterer. Cost, $1,000. 
 
William Docter, Railway Station street, brick building, three stories, containing two 
double stores, 40 feet by 70 feet. Cost, $8,600. James Wickett was the builder. 
 
Thomas Sullivan, Coleman street, brick building, three stories, store on the first floor 
and dwelling above. James Wickett, builder. 
 
Holden Reid, Bleecker Avenue, brick dwelling, 20 feet by 26 feet, two stories, with 
kitchen 14 feet square. James Wickett, builder.  
 
To Be Continued. 
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Building Operations for 1876. 
 
Methodist Church, West Belleville. 
The growth of membership of the Methodist Church of Canada has kept pace with the 
wonderfully rapid increase of population in West Belleville. Some two years ago the 
adherents of this denomination in that part of the town purchased a fine lot in a 
commanding situation on Holloway Street, and built a small wooden church edifice; but 
that proving insufficient in size, the erection of a much larger structure of brick and stone 
was begun during the past summer. Work has gone on so steadily that the building is so 
far advanced towards completion that it is intended to open it for divine worship on 
Sunday, January 14th, 1877. The new edifice is plain but substantial in appearance, and 
standing as it does on an elevated site, it is visible from nearly all parts of the town. Its 
dimensions are 52 ft. by 78 ft., with tower in front 16 ft. square, and choir gallery in rear 
20 ft. by 24 ft. Height of walls, 23 ft., and ceiling 4 ft. in roof. The basement walls are of 
stone, whilst the main walls are brick, with artificial stone caps and sills to the windows. 
Underlying the main body of the church is a basement 12 ft. high in the clear, in which 
are located three class rooms, the vestry, an infants’ class room 40 ft. by 24 ft., and the 
lecture room 50 by 50. Galleries have been erected all around the interior of the church, 
which will be handsomely fitted up, and will afford seating accommodation for 800 
people. The steeple, with final, will be 150 feet in height from the ground. The building is 
an ornament to the neighborhood in which it has been erected, and a credit to the 
congregation by whose liberality it has been built. James A. Davis, architect; Jas. 
Wickett, mason; L. Grills, carpenter; Wm. Wensley, painter and glazier; H. Wilkins, 
cement work; Harris & Slater, pasterers; pulpit and seats by G.S. Tickell. Cost $10,000. 
 
 
???????? [circa Nov. 24, 1876] 



 
The University Church. 
With a very commendable spirit of enterprise, the adherents of the M.E. Church who 
reside in the College district, erected during the past summer, on the s.w. corner of 
Front street West and College street, a neat little church of brick, 32 by 50 feet, with 
walls 18 feet in  height, which was dedicated some months ago, and is known as the 
University Church. It is a great convenience to the neighbourhood, and more especially 
to the students in Albert and Alexandra Colleges. Rev. B. Lane has been appointed 
pastor, and the congregation is increasing in numbers. Mr. James Wickett executed the 
mason work; F. Scantlebury, carpenter; Harris & Slater, plasterers. Cost $2,500. 
 
Miscellaneous. 
 
A.H. Reddick, Mill street, brick dwelling, two stories, 23x29; kitchen 14x20. J. Langman, 
mason; J.H. Reddick, carpenter; P. O’Hara, plasterer. Cost $1,000. 
 
Henry Wilkins, Bridge street [n.w. corner Bridge & Chatham, 202 Bridge Street East], 
brick cottage 28x32. George Thomas, mason; H. Wilkins,  . Not yet completed. Cost 
$700. 
 
Henry Butwell, Herchimer road, brick dwelling, with slate roof and artificial stone 
cornices and caps, two stories, 24x32; kitchen 18x20. James Woodley, mason; T. 
Gardner, slater and plasterer; William Wensley, painter and glazier; John Pepper, 
carpenter. Cost $2,000. 
 
Thos. Wilson, South John street, brick dwelling, two stories, 18x33; kitchen 12 by 18. 
Thomas, mason; W. Brenton, carpenter; Gardner, plasterer; Wensley, painter. Cost 
$1,000. 
 
To Be Continued. 
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Building Operations for 1876. 
Miscellaneous. 
 
Mr. Joseph Feeny has erected on a new street opened south of Mr. James Glass’ 
property, a two story dwelling, brick, 35x24, with kitchens 28x16. Johnston Bros., 
masons; James A. Davis, carpenter; R. Burke, plasterer. Cost $2,000. 
 
James Cummins, Pinnacle Street, brick dwelling, two stories 40x32, kitchen 16x20 and 
woodshed 18x20. Johnston Bros. masons; Hanley & Mills, carpenters; R. Burke, 
plasterer. Cost $2,700. 
 
Joseph Wilson, Front Street West, two story brick dwelling, 22x28; kitchen 12x18. 



Johnston Bros., masons Pringle, carpenter; R. Burke, plasterer. Cost $1,200. 
 
Joseph Grainger, Cannifton Road, two story brick dwelling, 35x24; kitchen 18x14. 
Johnson Bros., masons; Hanley & Mills, carpenters; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $1,700. 
 
Joseph English, Yeomans Street, two story brick dwelling, 22x30. Johnston Bros. 
masons; Hanley & Mills, carpenters; R. Burke, plasterer. Cost $1,200. 
 
Elijah Ketcheson, Commercial Street, two story brick dwelling, 24x35; kitchen 18x30. 
Johnston Bros., masons R.S. Young, carpenter; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $1,800. 
 
The Shire Hall [Church Street, south west corner of Court House Block] has been 
greatly enlarged, as previously described, and is now a fine looking building. Besides 
this a new woodshed 25x30 has been built, and other improvements made. John Forin, 
architect; Lewis Grills, contractor mason work by Johnston Bros.; carpentering by L. 
Grills; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost $6,000. 
 
Joseph Blackburn, Coleman Street, two story frame dwelling veneered with brick, 
22x30; kitchen 12x??. J. Ricks, builder; Johnston Bros., mason; R. Burke, plasterer. 
Cost $1,300. 
 
Jas. Butler, Yeomans Street, two story brick dwelling, 20x28; kitchen 14x18. Johnston 
Bros., masons; L. Grills, carpenter; R. Burke, plasterer. Cost $4,100. 
 
Thomas Sullivan, Coleman Street, brick house, three stories, including dwelling and 
store, 26x34. James Wickett, builder. Cost $600. 
 
William  Anderson, Cedar Street, double tenement, two stories, brick 28x40. Cost 
$1,800. 
 
James Woodley, Catherine Street, two story brick dwelling, 20x30; kitchen 16x16. 
James Woodley, mason and superintendent; plastering, carpenter work and painting by 
days’ work. Cost $1,600. 
 
John Forin,  Alexander Street, two story brick dwelling, 26x30; kitchen 16x18. Not yet 
finished. Cost $2,000. 
 
Holden Reid, Bleecker Street, brick dwelling, two storeys, 20feet by 26 feet, with kitchen 
14x16. James Wickett, builder. Cost $1,200. 
 
To Be Continued.  
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Miscellaneous. 
 
The Street Railway Company’s stables, car, shed and offices, which were erected last 



spring, are in the near vicinity of Mr. Docter’s hotel. The building is 45 by 96, framed, 
and contains stabling, on the most improved plan, for 16 horses. Cost $1,500. 
 
Mr. Joseph Feeney desires us to correct an error in the information given as concerning 
his building, which should be set down thus: Joseph Feeney, Cedar Street, two story 
brick dwelling, 24 by 30; kitchen 16 by 20. Cost $1,300. 
 
James Bayne, Cedar Street, double tenement, brick, two stories, 40 by 30; kitchen 12 
by 15. J. Langman, mason; E. Wesley, carpenter work; F. Dolan, plasterer. Cost 
$2,000. 
 
Thomas Smith, Pinnacle Street, double tenement, plastered, two stories, 38 by 26; 
kitchen 14 by 16. James A. Davis, builder ; F. Dolan,  plasterer; W.H. Dame, painter. 
Cost $1,200. 
 
E. Rowe, Dundas Street, frame dwelling, 1½ stories, 24 by 30; kitchen 12 by 14. T. 
O’Neil, builder; R. Burke, plasterer; M. Yorke, painter. Cost $800. 
 
Wm. Carter, Front Street, rebuilding and repairing dwelling. Cost $500. 
 
W.H. Wallbridge, Pinnacle Street, 3 frame tenements, 1½ stories. Cost $600. 
 
W.R. Walsh, near the College, a two story brick dwelling, 26x34 with two story kitchen 
??x?? of brick. Fahey Bros. masons; R. McCaffrey, carpenter; R. Burke, plasterer. Cost 
$1,800. 
 
The new Roman Catholic Separate School, West Belleville [Halloway street], 36x56 with 
portion 9x14, the walls all of brick and 15ft. high. This building will be an acquisition to 
the town, and will fill a want much felt for school accommodation in West Belleville. 
Fahey Bros. masons; Wm. Mills, carpenter; P. O’Hora, plasterer. Cost $3,000. 
 
A one-and-a-half story stone house on the Cannifton Road for Thomas Gorman, 26x34. 
Cost $800. 
 
A two story brick house 26x33, with kitchen 17x20, two stories, near the Deaf and Dumb 
Institute, for Mrs. Clapp. Cellar under the whole house and bay-windows. Fahey Bros. 
masons; F. McKay, carpenter; W. Slater, plasterer; W. Wensley, painter. Cost $2,000. 
 
There has also been a considerable amount of small works performed by the Fahey 
Bros, such as repairs, &c.; aggregate value $2,000. 
 
Messrs. Johnston Brothers also report repairs and small works to about the same 
amount.    
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Building Operations for 1876 
(continued from Nov. 25) 
 

The Home of T.S. Carman 
. . . Home of T. S. Carman Esq. . . . built during the past summer, situated on a large 
plot of ground on the NE corner of Dundas and Bleecker Ave, . . . commands a fine 
view of the bay ... 
. . . The main portion of the building is 38x42 feet with a projection in front of 3 ft 6 in by 
10 ft, which forms a portion of the tower.  There is also on each side a bay window 11 ft 
by 4 ft 6 in, which are carried to the full height of the building.  It is 2 stories in height 
with mansard roof - making 3 full stories.  The first floor is 12 ft; second is 11 ft 6 in; third 
is 10 ft 6 in.  To the rear is an extension of 17x34 ft, 2 stories high, each story being 10 
ft.  This portion of the building contains the kitchen, pantry and laundry below, and bath-
room and two spacious bedrooms above. 
Running through the centre of the main building is a hall, 9 feet wide; in the front is a 
portico, entrance into which is by double massive doors, of elaborate design.  On each 
side of the hall are double glass doors, leading on one side to the library and dining 
room, and on the other to the parlor and drawing room.  These rooms are similar, and 
are divided by extensive folding doors, which may be opened at pleasure,  thus 
throwing the whole into one large room of 14ft 6 in by 25 ft.  These rooms have sunk 
panelled ceilings of a neat design, and highly ornamented.  There is a grate and marble 
mantel in the parlor, and also in the dining room.   
The second story is divided by a hall of a similar width to that in the first story, on each 
side of which are 2 large bedrooms and 2 clothes rooms; 2 of these rooms have bay 
windows, and are finished in a very superior manner.  One side of the hall in the third 
story contains 2 spacious bedrooms and 2 closets, and on the other side is a recreation 
room 13x33 ft.  These rooms are all well lighted, easy of access, airy, and pleasant. 
There is a continuous stairs running from the main hall below, to the top story.  This 
stairs, like the other portions of the house, is finished in a superior manner. It has a 
black walnut double moulded rail, and a newel post of elaborate design, all executed in 
the most modern style.  There is a basement with 7 ft ceiling under the entire building. 
In this the furnace is situated, by which the building is heated.  The bathroom is supplied 
with hot and cold water and other appliances for comfort. 
The building is of brick, with cement cornices, hood mouldings and sills. The tower in 
front rises to a height of about 60 ft, with mansard roof, making 2 stories above the roof 
of the main building, with stairs leading to the top story, where a splendid view of the 
town and country for miles around, can be enjoyed. 
The mansard roof of the main building is particularly noticeable, it being highly 
ornamental, embracing many new features not hitherto introduced, - and on the whole is 
superior to anything of the kind ever before introduced in this vicinity.  The sides are 
covered with ornamental slates of various colors; and the deck with tin, with an iron 
cresting of neat design.  There is a verandah in front, which continues around the tower, 
of a very neat and graceful design. 
The building is an ornament to the town, and speaks well for the taste and enterprise of 



the proprietor.  Mr. Thomas Hanley was the architect, and executed the carpenter work. 
Jas. Woodly performed the mason work; Thomas Linklater the tinning and plumbing; T. 
Gardner the plastering and slating; and Taylor & Twining the painting.  Cost of house, 
about $7,500. 
Mr. Carman also built a barn and drive house 20x30 ft, 16 ft high, and a nice fence on 
both fronts of his lot, which, together with other improvements, must have cost at least 
$1,000. 
 
Our review of the building operations is now near its close, and we will feel obliged to 
any builders, plasterers, carpenters or other mechanics who will furnish us with details 
concerning any buildings erected this year, and which have not been noticed by us.  
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Local and General. 
Fine Residences Erected This Season. 
 
Mr. Dunnett on Murney Hill [80 Highland Ave., dry goods merchant] 
 
Mr. S.S. Lazier n [SW] corner of John and Hotel streets 
 
Mr. McRae on Hotel Street, Nside. W.R. McRae, Wholesale Grocer & Importer, E. Front 
Mr. Niles on Bridge Street East, [north side] W.P. Niles, commercial traveller; Directory 
1879. 
 
Alderman Farley on Bleecker Ave. [corner of Bridge East] 
The latter was burned but may be rebuilt. 
[No other information accompanying this short article] 
 
Directory 
1884 – McRae, Walter R. grocer, h. Hotel ab Foster Ave. 
            McRae, Thomas W.R. 6ds 
            Niles – none 
1889 – McRae, W.R. provision merchant, h. N. Hotel, shop E. Front 
            McRae, T.W.R. student at law, b. N. Hotel 
1894 – McRae, T.W.R., student Bell & Biggar 
1900 – McRae, Alice, h. 242 George St. 
            McRae, Jessie, h. 242 George St. 
            McRae, Lillie, h. 242 George St., 
            McRae, Lucy D. 242 George St. 
 
W.R. McRae’s House – see Weekly Intell. Dec. 25, 1879. Building operations; also Mr. 
Dunnett’s House 
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Manifestations of Progressiveness. 
This Season’s Record. 
 
Notwithstanding the monetary depression which made itself so apparent for several 
years past, the hope of good times coming again and the favorable prospects for 
business which have exhibited themselves in so many various ways of late, and the 
general encouraging tendencies of progress that have made themselves apparent, 
many persons in this city have this year embarked in building enterprises and have 
erected premises which in style and character are not all inferior to the principal fine 
residences and business places of other cities. 
The amount expended on new structures will compare very favorably with that of last 
year and probably exceed it, whilst the character of the erections will compare with the 
best in the city. 
 
The New Robertson Block. [west] 
This structure forms the principal feature of all erections on the west side of Front 
Street, being larger, more nicely adapted for business occupation and more 
handsomely gotten up, both as regards interior and exterior appointments than any 
other on the same side of the street. In fact its appearance makes it a sister building to 
the one on the opposite side of the street, erected by our worthy Mayor last year. Its 
clean, neat looking front, its height, finish and massiveness make it the feature of its 
locality, and give ample evidence of the enterprise, push and go-aheadativeness of its 
owner. A collection of frame building stood on the site of the present erection until 
March last. They were inferior looking for such a business place, they were old and well 
marked by the hand of time, signs of decay showed themselves in and about their 
jointures and eaves, and though they had well withstood the ravages of the fire fiend 
having on many occasions been set fire to by accidental or unknown means, it was at 
last determined by their owner to replace them with something more substantial and 
permanent. They were torn down and the work of building the present block inaugurated 
in the month above noted. 
The size of the main building is 105 ft. front by 90 in depth, with three additions 
extending 68 feet in the rear, and three of the stores in the block extend that distance. 
The building is three stories high, and is covered with a mansard roof. The style, fittings 
and adornments of the interior are in accordance with the suggestions of Mr. J.D. 
Evans, of Evans & Bolger, architects. The ceilings on the first floor—differing from the 
greater number of business places on the street—are 15 feet high, and are corniced 
and supplied with attractive centre-pieces, from which depend chandeliers of neat 
design. 
The store in the southern portion of the building is intended by the use of Messrs. 
Dickens & Sons. The front portion of this, which is 50 feet long, will be utilised as a 
confectionery establishment; in the rear of that and extending 40 feet, the restaurant will 
be located, and behind that are the premises for a bakery and bake ovens. This store 
will be frescoed and ornamented, and finished off in a manner second to none in the 
city. 



 
One door to the north is the establishment occupied by Barber, Brignall & Co. as a dry 
goods, millinery and mantle store. This department in dimensions is the largest of its 
class between Toronto and Montreal, and being well lighted is a decided acquisition to 
the block and the business houses of the city as well. The first apartment attains a 
depth of ninety feet, and from thence by an easy flight of stairs the ascent is made to 
the apartment occupied for the manufacture of mantles and millinery, which is 68 feet 
long. Underneath the main portico of the front is a commodious cellar, in which is 
located a large furnace, which heats the store above. Behind this and underneath the 
millinery apartment is a large floored space, supplied with shelves and intended for the 
display of oil cloths, mattings, and carpets. In the centre of the front store is a large and 
neatly arranged office, which is surmounted with a brass wire screen. On the north side 
of the door two vaults are located, one of which is used for storing the papers and 
accounts of the firm, and the other for the safety of silks. The class of goods is shown 
on a car which, on the opening of the store, is run to its place by means of stationary car 
wheels, which run over a permanent track, and at the close of business hours is pushed 
back into the vault. This receptacle, which is of iron, cost alone $150. 
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Jacob Cronk’s Buildings. 
Four additions to the number of buildings in this collection have been made this season 
whilst the owner of the same block has put up two buildings in the near vicinity. The two 
latter are frame structures and are situated on the west side of Fort Lane. These 
buildings will be covered with plaster in imitation of granite. The northern one is 20x30 
feet and contains a hall and three rooms on the first floor, whilst there are four bed 
rooms and a sitting room on the upper floor. The next one to the south is 20x36 feet and 
has an addition in the rear which will be used for the purposes of a kitchen. On the 
ground flat are a hall and three rooms and on the upper one three bed rooms and a 
sitting room. At the northern extremity of the terrace is a two story brick 32x34 feet with 
double bay windows. In this there are four rooms on the first flat, and four on the 
second. There is an attic above which can be used as a storeroom. Another erection is 
a two story brick 32x36 with an addition 18x12 feet. There is a hall, a parlor and a dining 
room, connected by folding doors, in the main building whilst the kitchen is in the rear of 
these. There are four bed rooms with closets on the second floor. Next to this is a 
double house of brick 46x35 feet. There are three rooms and a hall  on the first floor of 
each house and four rooms above. Woodley & Co. put up the brick work Charles Doran 
was the carpenter, I. Johnson was the plasterer, and G. Tuites painter. The cost of 
these buildings was $4,000. 
 
Improvements are being made in St. Thomas’ Church which will cost $10,000. The 
ceiling is pannelled instead of plastered, the walls are stained, the pews will be more 
convenient than formerly and will be without doors. The repairs are not all finished, and 
when they are made the organ, which is now being manufactured, will be put in its place 



in the gallery the front of which will be pillared. 
 
A brick building two stories high comprising two single stores has been erected on Front 
Street, opposite the Farmers’ Hotel. It is 39 x 50 with a hall entrance to the upper flight. 
Mr. M.A. Buell, of Toronto, is the owner. Francis McKay the contractor for the work. 
Wickett & Co. were the masons and bricklayers, and Frank Dolan did the plastering. 
Cost $1,300. 
 
Alterations and improvements to the amount of $800 were made by Mr. F. McKay to the 
present residence of Mr. Henry Corby, jr., on George Street. 
 
A brick building two stories high 40 x 32 has been erected by Mr. Wm. Bleecker at the 
western entrance to the upper bridge. It is to be used as a carriage repository and sale 
room by Mr. G.A. Brown. Burns and O’Neil were the masons and bricklayers, and 
George White the carpenter. Cost $1,500. 
 
A two story stone building, to be used as a storehouse, has been put up in the rear of 
the office of the axe factory by Mr. E. Burrell. John Robinson did the masonry and J. 
Reddick the carpenter work. Cost $1,200. 
 
Adjoining the Toronto House, opposite the Grand Trunk depot, Mrs. Griffin has erected 
a frame building, which is used as an office for railway shippers. Northcott & Alford were 
the contractors and Frank Dolan did the plastering. Cost $210. 
 
The Dafoe House. 
This building has during the past season undergone a variety of pleasing and useful 
alterations. A mansard  roof has added another story and twenty-four rooms to the 
already large accommodating capacity of the house. At either end of the mansard are 
towers, which are surmounted with neat iron railings. These towers are of pleasing 
design and add greatly to the general appearance of the building. A number of 
improvements have been made on the third floor as well as on the second. These flights 
have all been newly painted and papered, and the bedrooms therein enlarged to double 
their former size by the doing away of partitions. A variety of alterations and changes 
have been made on the ground floor, all of which will greatly add to the convenience 
and comfort of travellers. The office has been materially enlarged and in addition to 
being supplied with electric bells, a telegraph office will be located there. On the walls 
and ceilings is an abundance of new paper, fresh paint and frescoing, all of which adds 
very much to the general tone of the establishment. In the rear of the office is a 
baggage room and hoist for elevating the heavier trunks of commercial men to the 
samples rooms on the second flight. North of the hall on the Pinnacle Street side, is a 
large room which has been converted into a barber shoop and wash and bath rooms, 
which will be supplied with hot and cold water—and in the rear of these is the billiard 
and bar rooms. The large room formerly used for billiard playing purposes has been 
partitioned off and converted into sample rooms, which will be provided with such 
needed convenience as occasion will demand. 
A new dining room 70 x 32 feet has been erected on the Bridge Street side of the 



building and in the rear of this are the carving room and kitchen all being appropriately 
fitted up. 
The entire building has been renovated throughout and is now in its air of comfort and 
general appointments second to none in this part of the country. 
Mr. W. Harris was the architect, George White was the carpenter, Wickett & Co. the 
masons and L. Ocherman the painter for the part of the work contracted for by Mr. Wm. 
Dafoe, the owner of the house. For Mr. John Henderson, the proprietor, John Wellbanks 
was the carpenter, Wm. Malcolm did the plumbing and fitting and D. Ackerman the 
painting. Total cost $7700. 
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The Ashley Block. 
The second story of this block, the main portion of which has been previously described 
in these columns, has been finished this season, as also has the upper floor. The 
Biggar Brothers now occupy two sets of offices on the second flat, and No. 1 Company 
of the 49th Battalion, which has recently been resuscitated, occupy a hall on the third flat 
for their armory. These improvements cost $1,100. 
 
In the rear of Frost’s furniture store next door, a stone building 28 x 45 feet, two stories 
high, has been put by Mr. Ashley at a cost o0f $500, whilst a like sum was expended in 
altering the front of Mr. Frost’s. 
 
Miscellaneous. 
 
On the corner of Jane and Everett Streets Mr. Wm. Boswell has erected two two story 
brick dwellings, each of which is supplied with a double bay window. Each building is 20 
x 28 feet with an addition of 14 x 14 for a kitchen. There are three rooms on the first 
floor of the main building and five on the second. Wm. Nicholson was the mason, John 
Laing the bricklayer, Geo. Smith the carpenter and Dolan the plasterer. Cost $2,000–
$1,000 each. 
 
On William [should be John] Street, near Bridge Street, Mr. Fred Lingham has erected a 
two story brick residence, which will be finished during the winter, and which will be 
furnished with all the modern innovations and improvements. Thos. Hanley supervises 
the erection of the structure, which will cost $3,500. 
 
Messrs. Northcott & Alford have added an additional story to their premises on Pinnacle 
Street, as well as added 20 feet to the rear and 11 feet to the front. The work was done 
by the firm named, at a cost of $1,000. 
 
Mr. Edwin Taylor has put up a two story brick dwelling on Emily Street 22 x 27 feet, with 
an addition for a kitchen of 16 x 16 feet. Northcott & Alford were the contractors for the 
work. Wickett & Co. the bricklayers, Dolan the plasterer, and R.H. Toy the painter. Cost 
$1,000. 



 
The stone building on Brassey Street owned by C.J. Starling, Esq., has been converted 
into a dwelling by Messrs. Northcott & Alford at a cost of $400. 
 
The same firm erected a stable for Henry Corby, Sr., at a cost of $120 and a brick 
kitchen for Mr. Charles Gillen on George Street at a cost of $400, also a one story brick 
store house in rear of McRae & Co.’s 28 x 70 feet at a cost of $250. 
 
The conversion of the larger part of Flint & Holton’s mill into an elevator, for Messrs. 
Brennan & Vandevoort—as already described in these columns—cost $3,500. 
 
Repairs, alterations and improvements in Campbell & Co.’s elevator cost $500. 
 
Mr. J.B. Drewry changed his coal storehouse into a grain warehouse at a cost of $300. 
 
Downey & Co. have rebuilt the north wall of their elevator, which caved out last fall, and 
otherwise repaired their premises at a cost of $800. 
 
Alderman Doyle has erected a two story building on Front Street below his hotel. The 
structure is intended for a store, has a frontage of 26 feet, a depth of 42 feet and a 
height of 30 feet. Peter Carey was the bricklayer and James Reddick the carpenter. 
Cost $1,200. 
 
The repairs and improvements made in the Belleville pottery cost $300. 
 
Mr. E. Burrell made an addition to his axe factory sufficient in size for the working of four 
new fires. The cost was trifling as the building is of the primitive frame order, but the 
enlargement became necessary by the increased demands for the goods manufactured 
at this establishment, the effect being attributable to the N.P. 
 
In the way of rebuilding properties recently destroyed by fire, Hambly’s bakery has cost 
$2,500; Thompson’s sash factory $1,200; and James ‘Cummins’ dwellings $1,200. 
 
A stable and wall have been erected in rear of No. 2 engine shed at a cost of $400. 
 
The total cost of new buildings, rebuilding and repairs, as above specified amounts to 
the large sum of $104,610. 
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Building Operations, cont’d 
 
F.H. Rous & Co. will occupy the next store to the north. It is 90 ft deep with an extension 
of 68 ft. In the rear is an elevator to be used to hoist crates etc. The cellar in this 
building and in the next is floored and fitted up for the reception of goods. 



Price & Co. hardware merchants will also occupy one of the stores, the smaller one of 
the quartette, 90 ft long. It is fitted up especially for this firm. 
All of the stores have plate glass windows, and the pillars supporting the front are 
embellished with the neat handwork of the carpenter and the painter. 
On the second flight which is reached by a spacious hall entrance and wide stairway is 
a collection of large ordinary and convenient rooms, all, like those of the first & third 
flats, supplied with handsome cornices and neatly designed center pieces.  The 
Mechanics Institute and Library Association occupy the front rooms on this floor, one of 
which is used as a chess & card room, another as the library, another as the reading 
room, whilst the fourth is now occupied by the Secretary. The same Association also 
use a large room above, which has a ceiling of 25 ft and is devoted to gymnasium and 
health exercises. 
M.D. Ward will tenant an apartment on the second floor.  Evans & Bolger have located 
their offices there. J. Cooper has already opened a tailoring shop there and the 
Workmen’s Temperance Association have removed to the hall in the third flat, which is 
22x37 ft, with a ceiling 18 ft high. 
The architects were Messrs. Evans & Bolger; John Fahey had the stone laying contract, 
the Johnston Bros. the brick work, Northcott & Alford the carpentering, Frank Dolan the 
plastering, Wm Wensley the painting. W & J Taylor of Toronto supplied the vaults of 
which there are a number. The cost was $25,000. 
 
Tickell’s Furniture Factory 
This place of business is located on the corner of Great St. James and Pinnacle Streets, 
and was erected by Mr. Alex’r Brown, the owner, for the present lessee.  It is a 
substantial structure, and admirably adapted for the purposes intended.  The western 
and northern sides are of brick, and the southern and eastern stone.  The building is 
three stories high, with a cellar running the entire extent of the building and is 75 by 35.  
In addition there is a kiln 24x15 ft, which is supplied with a boiler.  In the rear is a large 
shed built of wood 88x26 ft.  The business office is located near the Pinnacle Street 
entrance; and the remainder of the building is devoted to the manufacture of furniture 
and chair making.  The contractor for the mason work was Peter Carey; the carpenter 
work was done by Francis McKay.  Cost $4,500. 
 

S.S Lazier’s House 
Prominent stands the residence of Mr. S. S. Lazier, as one of the finest dwellings put up 
this season. The location (the south-west corner of John and Hotel Streets) is a 
beautiful one, whilst there is a sufficiency of land to show off the house to advantage.  
The building is of brick, two stories and a mansard high, 56x56 feet, with an addition in 
the rear of 42x46. The cellar runs underneath the entire house.  It has double bay 
windows and a tower which rises above the main building. The main entrance is on 
Hotel Street and is spacious and showy.  Within the outer doors is a vestibule 11x 51/2 
feet.  Then follows the hall, which is 11x28 feet.  The height of the ceilings on this floor 
is 11 feet 4 inches in the clear.  The first room on the right of the hall is the drawing 
room, which is 21x34 feet.  On the left is the sitting room, which is 16 feet square, 
independent of a portion of the tower.  In rear of this is the library, 12x16 feet and a 
dining room 15x24 feet.  A hall from the drawing room connects with a hall running to 



the kitchen verandah.  The rooms are all corniced and supplied with handsome centre 
pieces and panelled ceilings and will be lighted by gas and heated with hot water.  
Leading from the library to the dining room is a conservatory 11x24 feet.  The kitchen is 
16 feet square, with a scullery 6x11 feet, and a wood house 8x16.  Over the kitchen are 
two rooms to be used by the servants, a storeroom and closets.  A staircase 5 feet 6 
inches wide leads to the second floor.  The rail is of the best black walnut and is highly 
finished.  The ceilings on this story are 11 1/2 feet high; the landing is 11 feet wide and 
runs to the front of the building. On the west side of the hall is a bedroom 24x21, which 
is lighted by six windows.  In the rear of this is another bedroom 16x12 with a clothes 
closet.  A sliding door connects these two rooms, adjacent to which is an arched niche 
which will be supplied with a wash stand on either side.  On the east side of the hall is a 
bedroom 16 feet square and running into the tower.  To this a dressing room is 
attached.  Over the dining room are a store room and bath room, the fittings of which 
are of a superior character.  On the top floor are four large rooms, one of which will be 
fitted up as a billiard room.  The partitions are principally of brick.  The door jambs will 
be panelled and over the bed room doors fan lights with cambra tops will be placed. 
James Smith was the architect and builder.  The brick work was done by Woodley & 
Co., The stone was laid by James Robertson. The cut stone was made by Thomas 
Cameron. The plastering and slating was the work of Thos Gardner. The carpentering, 
James Smith and C F Smith the plumbing. The cost of this building was $6000. 
 

Mr. Dunnet’s Residence  
Mr. James W Dunnet has erected a dwelling on the corner of Commercial Road and 
Bridge Street West, which for nicety of architecture and general appearance compares 
very favorably with any of the principal residences of the city. The building is of brick, 
two stories with a mansard and is slated in a costly manner   The entrance to the main 
building - reached by a short flight of steps - leads to a vestibule 8x8? feet and thence to 
a hall 8x28? feet.  On the first floor of the main part are the parlor , sitting room, dining 
room and library.  The ceiling of the first of them is handsomely pannelled and exhibits 
ample evidence of the handiwork of the first class plasterer.  The other rooms are 
supplied with neat centre pieces and border mouldings of neat design.  On the second 
floor are four bedrooms with closets.  These rooms, as also those on the ground floor, 
are provided with fire places, which are supplied with marble mantel pieces.  Over the 
kitchen are two bedrooms and a bath room, the latter of which apartment is furnished 
with hot and cold water.  The ascent from the ground floor to the top flight is made by a 
spiral staircase of easy inclination and neat finish.  Double bay windows and a tower 15 
feet higher than the main building add much to the appearance of the structure.  To give 
additional light to the second story, as well as to the first floor, an octagonal light 
supplied with colored glass surmounts it.  The top of the tower, as well as the eaves of 
the building, are bordered with handsome iron railings.  The house is to be lighted with 
gas and fitted up in the most improved style.  Wesley Harris was the architect;  H. A. 
Thompson the contractor; George Smith was the carpenter;  Woodley & Co. did the 
bricklaying; R. Warham the painting; T. Linklater the plumbing; and Edward Lyall the 
plastering.  Cost $6,000. 
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Charles P. Holton’s House. 
This building is located on Charles St., and its dimensions are 40 x 24 feet, with a win 
16 x 20 feet. It is two stories high, with a mansard, and there is a cellar underneath the 
whole house. The building is of frame, is double sheeted, clapboarded, and covered 
with paper beneath the clapboards. The style is American, and is very neat, and highly 
ornamented. The height is 33 feet. There are two verandahs, one on the front of the 
building, and one on the south side of the kitchen. On the first floor in the main building 
is a hall, a parlor, sitting room and dining room, with sliding doors dividing them. There 
is a square bay window in front, which continues to the roof. Cornices and centre pieces 
adorn the rooms on this floor. The kitchen and out rooms are fitted up with all the 
necessary conveniences. There are four bedrooms, a bath room and a hall on the 
second floor, whilst on the third are two bedrooms and a hall. A continuous rail running 
two flights, protects the staircases. Lewis Grills was the contractor. Jas. Wickett put up 
the foundation and chimneys. The plastering and slating was done by Thos. Gardner, 
and the plumbing and tinning by C.F. Smith. Thos. Hanley was the architect. Cost 
$3,500. 
 
W.R. McRae’s House. 
On the north side of Hotel Street, between Bleecker and Foster avenues, the above is 
situated. It is of brick, 44x32 feet with an extension of 32x32 feet, and is two stories high 
with a basement underneath. A wide entrance leads into a vestibule 4½x9 feet, and 
opens into a hall 9 feet wide and leading to the rear of the main building. A parlor, 
drawing room and library form the front rooms and in the rear of these are a dining, 
wash and coat room and the kitchen. The front rooms are fitted with cornices and centre 
pieces and are supplied with marble mantel pieces. On the second floor are seven 
bedrooms, a bath room and closets. Hot air will heat the house and it will be lighted with 
gas. There are three verandahs, one on the front of the main building and one on each 
side of the extension. The newel post at the foot of the stair case is of black walnut and 
adorned with panels of bird’s eye maple. The rail and banister will be of walnut. The 
pantry is shelved and large drawers underneath run on wheels. A handsome fence 
surrounds the entire premises. Thos. Hanley was the architect and builder Woodley & 
Co. were the bricklayers Thos. Gardner did the plastering and slating, and Stocker & 
Co. the plumbing and gas fitting. The cost was $5,000. 
 
Angus McKeown has erected a two story brick dwelling on Albert Street, size 23 by 28 
feet with an addition 16x16 feet. There are two double bay windows, one on the east 
and one on the south side of the house. A hall, two rooms and a kitchen fill the first 
floor, and five bedrooms with closets on the upper floor. The brick work was done by 
Woodley & Co., the carpentering by J. Pepper and the plastering by Frank Dolan. Cost 
$1,200.  
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Building Operations for 1880. 
 
On Bridge St. West Mr. Hugh Cooper has erected a brick structure which is designed 
for a shop. It is 24x30 feet, running to an angle and is two stories high. The bricklaying 
was the work of David Everett, the carpentering that of George White and the plastering 
that of the first named. Cost $500. 
 
A double brick dwelling, two stories high 40x40, with three rooms on the ground floor 
and four on the upper flat, has been erected by Mrs. Robert Davy on Forin Street. 
Johnson & Harrold were the bricklayers , George White the carpenter, Frank Dolan the 
plasterer, and Taylor & Twining the painters. Cost $300. 
 
Rev. Mr. Bodle has put up a frame dwelling near the College, 20x25 ft., one and a half 
stories high, with an addition 16x20 feet for a kitchen. George White was the contractor. 
Cost $500. 
 
A two story brick residence, located on the corner of [west] Bridge and Cedar streets 
has been built by Mr. John Irwin. It is brick two stories high, with double bay windows, is 
28x30 ft. and has an addition for a kitchen 15 ft. square. There are 4 rooms in the main 
structure on the first floor and 4 on the second. Jas. Woodley did the bricklaying, 
George Reeves the carpentering, and Frank Dolan the plastering. Cost $1,200. 
 
During this summer Mr. Henry Bleecker made a brick addition 18x22ft. to his residence 
on Dundas Street east. George Reeves was the carpenter, John Wickett the bricklayer, 
and Frank Dolan the plasterer. Costs $750. 
 
Isabella Street has a handsome addition to its number of residences in the structure 
erected by Mr. James E. Walmsley. Its location is attractive, whilst the style and general 
finish of the work on the building make its appearance generally pleasing. The building 
is of brick 32x24 ft., rests upon a stone foundation, is two stories high; is provided with 
double bay windows and is slate roofed. An addition to the main building of 14x26 ft. 
provides for a kitchen and other extra room. There are six rooms on the ground floor 
and seven up stairs, and all are well and substantially fitted. James Woodley was the 
mason and bricklayer; Thos. Hanley did the carpenter work and slating; Taylor & 
Twining the painting; and Frank Dolan the plastering. Cost $2,500. 
 
Mr. Job Lingham has put up a neat residence on John Street, to replace the frame 
building formerly occupied by him. It is of brick, two stories high 40x40 ft. There are four 
rooms and a spacious hall on the ground floor, and five on the second, besides clothes 
closets, bath rooms, &c. The house is provided with all modern conveniences, and will 
be heated with hot air. Thomas Hanley was the architect and carpenter; Wickett Bros. 
were the bricklayers F. Dolan the plasterer; and Michael York the painter. Cost $3,000.  
 
Mr. D. Price has erected a two story brick dwelling 35x11 ft, on Rear Street, and has 
provided it with double bay windows. There are four rooms and a hall on the lower floor 
and six on the upper, with closets, bath rooms, &c. Cost, $2,000. 



 
Mr. Reuben Cooper, who purchased the property on Moira Street opposite the flour mill, 
has made a variety of improvements in it which cost $500. 
 
A brick addition 16x20 feet has been made to the residence of Mr. Fred Lingham on 
John Street, by Thomas Hanley, at an expenditure of $400. 
 
Repairs necessitated by the fire in Dick’s Clothing Store and improvements in the 
second flight of the McAnnany Block, at the corner of Front & Bridge Streets costs $600. 
 
A brick dwelling, 2 stories 28x80 feet with a double bay window has been put up by Mr. 
Jacob Cronk in his Avenue block.  In it are 5 rooms on the ground floor and 6 on the 
second.  The work was done under Mr. Cronk’s supervision and cost $1000. 
 
 
Intelligencer, Oct. 29, 1880 
 
Building Operations for 1880. 
This Season’s Additions to Dwellings and Business Premises. 
Concluded. 
 
A double brick tenement 70x36ft. with two double bay windows for each dwelling, has 
been erected by Mr. John Bell at the n.w. corner of Queen and William Streets. The 
building is of a very neat design and is relieved by white brick trimmings, which give it a 
pleasing appearance. Four rooms and a hall fill the first floor of each house, whilst the 
upper one has four bed rooms, a dressing room, clothes closets, bath room, &c. John 
Forin was the architect and carpenter. Peter Carey, the bricklayer. Frank Dolan the 
plasterer and Turner and Cornelius the painters. Cost $6,000. 
 
Ald. Farley has put up a two-story brick house at the [northeast, Lot 25 E] corner of 
Bleecker Avenue and Bridge Streets, on the site of the one owned by him which was 
destroyed by fire, and though not as pretentious as the former building it is withal a 
handsome residence. It is 31x45ft. with an addition to be used as a kitchen, of 20x17ft. 
On the lower flat are a hall and four rooms; there are five rooms and a hall up-stairs, 
whilst there are two rooms over the kitchen. Francis McKay was the architect and 
carpenter. J. Wickett was the bricklayer. F. Dolan the plasterer and J. Grier the painter. 
Cost $2,800. 
 
On South Maria Street Mr. Frank Flynn has put up the front portion of his frame 
dwelling. It is 22x16ft. and is two stories high. The work was supervised by Mr. Flynn 
and cost $400. 
 
On the southwest corner of Bleecker Avenue and Bridge Streets [225 Bridge Street 
East], Mr. Joseph Campion has erected a very handsome and costly residence of neat 
design and attractive appearance. It is of brick, relieved with cut stone, and is 64x48. All 
the excellence and neatness of this building is not confined to the exterior, as within the 



general character of the finish is very handsome, the plastering particularly so. A hall 
and four large rooms fill the ground floor, and there are seven rooms, with clothes 
closets, &c., on the second. The house will be heated with hot air, and will be lighted 
with gas. John Pepper was the architect and carpenter; J. Wickett the bricklayer; T. 
Gardiner the plasterer and slater; and W. Wensley the painter. Cost, $6,000. 
 
A brick building, two stories high, 25x30 ft. with an addition for a dining room 16x18 ft., 
and one for a kitchen 16x13 ft., has been built by Mr. George Walker on the corner of 
Queen and Ann Streets. On the first floor in the main building are a hall and four rooms, 
and there are five rooms above. J. Pepper was the architect and carpenter; J. Wickett 
and bricklayer; F. Dolan the plasterer; and H. Fenn the painter. Cost, $1,300. 
 
Mrs. Kennedy has erected a brick building on Front Street, above Hotel Street, to be 
used as single stores with dwellings above. The structure is 38x50 ft., three stories high, 
and each store is 13 ft. wide. Wickett & Bro’s. were the bricklayers, Jas. Reddick the 
carpenter, P. O’hora the plasterer, and Cornelius & Dawe the painters. Cost $2,500. 
 
A handsome brick residence has been built on North Front Street by Miss McCormick. It 
is 40x24 ft., with a kitchen 18x24 ft. and is two stories high. There are three rooms and 
a half on the ground floor and five on the upper. Peter Carey was the bricklayer. Jas. 
Reddick the carpenter, M. Clark the plasterer and Cornelius & Tuite did the painting. 
Cost $2,000. 
 
On Commercial Road Mr. Thomas Lockerty has erected brick building two stories high, 
25x18 feet, as a factory for the manufacture of cigars. Peter Carey was the bricklayer, 
Jas. Reddick the carpenter and Frank Dolan the plasterer. Cost $350. 
 
The building occupied by C.F. Smith on Front Street, underwent a variety of 
improvements during the past spring. The whole front of the building was renewed and 
plate glass windows supplied under the direction of Northcott & Alford at an outlay of 
$500. 
 
Roderick Parrott last spring erected a two story brick dwelling on Railway Station Street. 
It is 20x26 ft. with an addition 14x14 ft. Woodly & Co. were the bricklayers, D. Sullivan 
the carpenter, J. Emsley the plasterer, and Taylor & Twining the painters. Cost $800. 
 
The old building at the fork of the road leading to Canifton formerly used as a foundry 
and since that time standing as a fire relic, has been again put into useful shape. The 
defective parts of the walls have been torn down and rebuilt and the structure is now 
three stories high in the front part, whilst the rear has been materially improved. The 
work done under the supervision of Mr. A.L. Smith, and is very substantial. The building 
will be occupied by J.L. Bean & Co. as a depot for peddler’s supplies. The cost of the 
work was $1,500. 
 
On Everett Street Mr. C. Morton has erected a rough cast dwelling which he utilizes as 
a boarding house. It is 20x30 ft. with an addition 16 ft. square for a kitchen. There are 



eight rooms in the building three of which are on the ground floor and five above. The 
work was done under the owner’s supervision, and cost $700. 
 
Rathbun & Son, during the past spring, erected a large and substantial coal shed near 
their lower dock. The structure is 100x60 ft. and has a capacity of 2,000 tons. Cost 
$2,000. 
 
An extension was recently made to the warehouse now occupied by J.D. McAulay, 
which cost $400. 
 
During the past summer, Mr. Lyman Lee has put up a 3 story stone building on south 
Front Street, which is intended for a flouring mill. The building is of a very substantial 
character, and cost about $3,500. 
 
 The Robertson Block [East Front] 
Mr. Alexander Robertson’s building is of brick; has a frontage of 125 ft and is 70 ft in 
depth and has a cellar 7 ft high under the entire building.  The height of the wall is 37 ft.  
The roof is a mansard, the front of which is handsomely slated in blue, red and green.  
On the ground floor the building is divided into 6 stores - 3 double and 3 single - each 
being supplied with a vault.  The building is divided in the centre by a fire proof wall 13 
inches thick, the doors in which are of iron.  The second floor is divided into offices, 
while on the 3rd floor are the halls of the Oddfellows and the Temperance Association 
of the Holy Cross, a description of each of which has already appeared in these 
columns. The windows on the ground floor are of plate glass; the moulding around the 
pillars is neatly gilded, and the cornice mouldings and sills are of white brick.  Messrs 
Evans & Bolger were the architects; John Fahey did the mason work; Northcott & Alford 
the carpentering; Frank Dolan the plastering; Thomas Gardner the slating and William 
Wensley the painting.  The foundation was built last year by Mr. James Wickett.  The 
cost of the building is about $30,000. 
                                                                           
Daily Ontario, Mon. Sept. 26, 1881    
                                    
New Buildings Erected in the City During the Present Season. 
We continue our observations as follows: 
 
The Residence of Dr. Eakin 
This gentleman is erecting what will be, when finished, one of the finest residences in 
the city, on the s.w. corner of Hotel and Church streets.  The building is constructed of 
red brick, ornamented with white, the size being 38x32, with a wing on the west side 
6x16, and the kitchen in the rear 80x19.  The house fronts on Hotel street, is two stories 
high, with a bay window on the west side of front door, and a veranda on the other side, 
also a second bay window facing Church street.  There is a porch in the front extending 
to the roof with a fancy gable on top, which greatly adds to the general appearance of 
the residence.  The hall is 8x24, from which stairs lead to the second floor, where 
another hall of similar size is met.  On the west of the hall is a drawing room 22x15 1/2, 
and on the east side the parlor, 15x13 1/2, south of which is the dining room of similar 



size to that of the latter, with folding doors between.  The ceilings of the first story are 
10ft. 6 inches.  The drawing room has been furnished with ornamental cornices and 
centre piece, immediately back of which is the Dr.'s private office - 8x12, the wing being 
used as a public office.  There are five bedrooms upstairs, over the main building, and a 
large bathroom, which will be fitted up in the most modern style; and two bedrooms over 
the kitchen together with a large wardrobe.  There is a cellar under the main building, 
where a furnace has been placed, the building being heated by hot air.  Mr. John Wicket 
did the bricklaying;  Mr. L. Grills, contractor, did the carpenter-work;  Mr. Thos. Gardiner 
the plastering, Turner and Cornelius, the painting; and Stocker & McRae, the plumbing 
and tin work.  John Forin, Esq., was the architect. 
 
A Model Grist Mill. 
Mr. James Leigh has erected a very fine stone grist mill on Front Street, near the wharf. 
The building is not large, but is conveniently and compactly built, nothing but the best 
material being used in its construction. The size of the mill is 28x42, with an engine 
room in rear 32x14. The building has been built under the personal supervision of Mr. 
Leigh, who likewise made the engine, boiler and all the machinery  connected with the 
mill, he himself being the owner of a large foundry at Orino, Durham County. The 
engine is a high and low condenser combined, with a double cylinder, and is one of the 
finest pieces of mechanism we have ever seen. The boiler is a 90-horse power, and the 
engine 80-horse. The mill has been supplied with the most modern machinery in the 
market, and is therefore capable of supplying the best flour in the country, known as the 
“new patent-process.” A “smutter” for cleaning wheat has been placed in the mill, 
manufactured by Goldie & McCulloch, of Galt also two chests of reels for bolting flour, of 
Mr. Leigh’s own make; a “Purifier,” for purifying middlings, manufactured by the Baxter 
Manufacturing Co., Toronto; and a “Packer,” used for packing flour into any sized barrel 
or bag, manufactured by the Consolidated Manufacturing Co. of Toronto. The mill will 
have four run of stone. As stated above Mr. Leigh is the owner of the property, but Mr. 
W.C. Dodds, who is a practical miller, will be the manager, together with Mr. Leigh’s 
son, also a thorough workman. We would advise farmers and others having grinding to 
do, to give these gentlemen a call, as their charges are moderate, and their work 
excellent. 
  

Daily Ontario, Wed. Sept. 28, 1881 
 
New Buildings Erected in Belleville and Vicinity During the Present Season 
 
Residence of W.H. Walker, Esq. 
This house is being built on Church St. nearly opposite the R.C. Church.  It is 3 stories 
high with mansard roof, built of red brick ornamented with white and has fancy gables 
and cornices.  The size is 30x33, with 2 bay windows, the main entrance being on the 
south side with a large porch in front of the door.  There will be a hall, two large rooms, 
and a bedroom on the ground floor; 4 bedrooms on the second floor; the third flat will be 
one large room.  A large kitchen has been built in the rear of the house.  John Wickett 
did the brick laying; F. Palmer the stonework; L. Grills the carpenter work.  The 
residence will be a very fine one when finished and will cost about $2500. 



 
Residence by John Forin, Esq. 
The main building will be 30x40, and the kitchen 25x80; built of red brick; ornamented 
with white.  The house is situated on the SE corner of John and Alexander streets, and 
is 2 stories high.  The main hall is 8 feet wide, on the left of which is the parlor, with 
marble mantels and centre piece.  On the right of the hall is the dining room 14x24, with 
a bay and French window, fitted up similar to the parlor.  The house will be lighted by 
gas.  In the rear of the dining room is the entrance to the kitchen and a China closet.  
On the second floor of the main building there will be a laundry, 3 bedrooms, each 
supplied with spacious closets, and a library.  The hall will be lighted by ground glass.  
There is also a summer kitchen, with cellar and back stairs.  the cellar has been lined 
with Portland cement and is a very fine one.  There are 2 large bedrooms over the 
kitchen.  The cost of the building will be about $3000, and is intended for his daughter 
recently married.  The work was all done by the day, and Mr. Forin was his own 
architect. 
 
 
Residence of A H. Jones, Esq., Front of Sidney 
[ Maple Manor Residence – Nursing Home] 
[East side of Avonlough Road, just off Hwy 2] 
                    This, when finished will be one of the finest country residences in this 
section of the Province.  It is built of red brick, and has a basement 6 1/2 feet high under 
the whole building.  The shape is irregular and there are three entrances in front of the 
house - one to the main hall, one to the dining room and one to the kitchen.  There is 
also a veranda in front of these 3 divisions.  The first storey is 10 ft. high, and is divided 
into the hall, where the front stairs is located, dining room, sitting room and parlour.  
These 3 rooms are located in a kind of triangular position, and are connected by means 
of 2 sets of sliding doors, by which the 3 rooms may be opened into one at pleasure.  
The parlour and sitting room have each a bay window, which is carried to the full height 
of the building.  The kitchen extension is 24x25 feet, and contains not only the kitchen 
itself but a rear stairs, a bedroom and a large pantry.  The second storey is 9 1/2 feet 
high and contains, besides the front and rear halls, five large bedrooms and 4 clothes 
closets.  The whole building is covered with slate, and will be finished throughout in a 
first-class manner.  The front rooms and hall will have stucco cornices and centre 
pieces. 
Mr. Joshua Lang did the mason work and plastering, Richard Warham is doing the 
painting, Mr. Thomas Hanley is the architect and contractor, and executes the carpenter 
work.  The building will cost about $2000.  The whole speaks well for the enterprise and 
good taste of Mr. Jones. 
 
Mr. E.H. LaRoche. [north west corner of Queen and MacDonald] 
Mr. E.H. LaRoche has almost completed on the south east corner of his lot a neat 
cottage for the residence of a friend. The building is of red brick with a stone foundation 
and a six foot basement under the whole building. The building is 2 stories high, the first 
being 9 feet, and the second 8 feet. The first floor has a hall, which contains the stairs, 
parlour, (with bay window) diningroom and kitchen. The second storey has 3 large 



bedrooms and 3 clothes closets. The whole building will be finished in a neat and 
substantial manner. 
The Messrs. Wickett brothers did the mason work; Frank Dolan the plastering; Thomas 
Hanley, Esq. is the architect and contractor and executes the carpenter work. Cost 
about $1200. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Oct. 20, 1882 
 
Building Operations. 
What Belleville Builders Have Been Doing During 1882. 
This has not been a very lively building year, and the reason is not very hard to 
discover. During the period of depression from which we have recently emerged, there 
were a considerable number of families left the city to seek a living elsewhere, leaving a 
corresponding number of dwellings vacant. This, of course, brought down the value of 
real estate, and those who had been investing their money in brick and mortar have 
since been chary of putting up houses until there is a greater demand for them. Even 
yet, the vacant houses are not all taken up, but the demand is increasing and it is 
almost certain that by next year rentable houses will be in great demand, and there will 
consequently be a building “boom.” Though the number of dwellings erected this year is 
comparatively small, yet those which have been erected are substantial, and nearly all 
have some pretensions to architectural beauty. The chief feature in the building record 
of the year is, of course, the Government Building, the erection of which has given 
steady employment to a large number of workmen all last winter and throughout the 
present year. We do not pretend that the list of buildings which is given below is a 
complete list of all which have been put up during 1882, or that the description of each 
building comprises all that is worth mentioning about it; we merely wish to note the more 
important structures, with their cost of construction, in order to arrive at an approximate 
notion of the value of the real estate which has been added to the city. No doubt a 
number of omissions have been made, and we will be happy to note any additional 
buildings which may have escaped our observation, if the owners or contractors will 
give the necessary information. The total value of the buildings which are mentioned 
below is $92,000. 
 
Mr. R. Thomson, of the Bank of Commerce, has erected a fine residence on the 
[northeast] corner of Bridge St., and Dufferin Avenue [252 Bridge]. It is red brick with 
pretty white brick dressings; the corners are especially elaborate, and the roof is one of 
the most tasty in the city. The dimensions of the building are 38x44 ft.; it has two stories, 
besides a large basement and attic, and there are verandahs both in front and rear. The 
house is nicely finished inside, the work in the drawing-room, dining room, halls and 
parlor being especially fine. It has many of the latest improvements in house-fixtures, 
and is heated with hot air. Mr. Forin is the architect and builder. The cost of the building 
is about $5,000. 
 
The City Mission building on Dundas St. is not yet finished, but probably will be before 
long. Its size is 25x50 ft.; it is built of brick on a good stone foundation, one story, 12 ft. 



ceiling, and with a brick porch. Mr. Forin superintended its erection. Its cost will probably 
be $1,000. 
 
An unpretentious, but substantial brick block has risen on the ruins of the wooden 
buildings on upper Front St., which were owned by Mr. H. Yeomans. The new block is 
44x50 ft. in extent, and two stories high. It is divided into three stores on the ground 
floor and two tenements upstairs, with five rooms in each. Mr. Lewis Grills was the 
contractor for the whole work. Cost, $3,000. 
 
The stone building adjoining the new block mentioned above has been repaired by Mr. 
Grills at a cost of $150. 
 
A brick addition has been made to the premises of Mr. J.G. Frost, just in the rear of the 
store. It is 37x20 in size, and cost $800. Mr. L. Grills did the work. 
 
The alterations, additions and improvements in the Holton Block (now occupied by 
Ritchie & Co.) of which we have already given an extended notice, cost $5,000. The 
work was planned and carried out by Mr. J. Forin. 
 
Mr. Forin has also made an addition to the Ashley Block, which gives that fine block 
another store, which is occupied by Stroud Bros. The cost of the addition was $4,500. 
 
Improvements have been made to Mr. J. Lewis’ small brick block next to the Ashley 
Block, to the extent of $350, Mr. L. Grills having charge of the work. 
 
An addition has been made to the dwelling of Mr. E.F. Potts, [northeast] cor. Charles 
and Bridge Sts., costing $300. Mr. F. McKay, the builder of the main structures, had 
charge of the work. 
 
The finest dwelling which has been erected in the city during the year is that of Mr. J.P. 
C. Philips,  [257 Bridge], [southeast] corner of Bridge and [McDonnell Sts] [should be 
Dufferin]. It is a credit to the contractor and builder, Mr. F. McKay. White brick is the 
principal material used in its erection. The main building may be called a square 
45x45ft. in dimensions and there is a kitchen 20x22 ft. The first story is 13ft. 6in. in 
height, the second 12ft., and the structure is surmounted with a mansard roof 11ft. high. 
The ceilings downstairs are panelled, and those upstairs are set off with cornices. The 
entrance hall is 13ft. wide; leading from it is a wide and handsome staircase, which 
divides about half way to the second landing, and spiral staircases lead from it in 
opposite directions. A great deal of taste and discernment has been shown in the 
internal decorations and arrangements of the dwelling. Last, but not least, of the 
excellencies of  Mr. Phillips’ new residence is a splendid cellar, 7ft. in height. The house 
will be heated with hot air. The total cost will be about $7,000. 
 
Mr. R. Knox has put up, in the outskirts of the city, on the Kingston Road, a frame house 
veneered with brick; two stories; with front and side verandahs, bay windows on east 
and south sides. Cost, about $1,200. 



 
Mr. Cooper has put up a small brick residence on Everett street. Cost, $900. 
 
Mr. Jas. McCurdy has rebuilt the block of stores on upper Front street which was 
burned down last spring. The new block is of brick—neat and solid, besides having 
some pretensions to ornament in front. The dimensions of the block are 39x50 ft. It is 
divided into three stores on the ground floor and two dwellings in the upper story. Cost, 
$3,000. Mr. Jas. Smith is the architect and builder. 
 
A brick dwelling has been erected for Mr. P. Eustave on the Sidney Road. It is a cosy, 
compact, and well-built structure, built on the American plan—42x24 ft., two stories, with 
side verandahs and a front stoop. Its cost was $2,000. Mr. R. Samson Young was the 
architect, and the work of construction was carried out under his supervision. 
 
A brick edifice to the premises of Mr. Falconer, tailor, has been made by Mr. Jas. Smith, 
at a cost of $700. 
 
Mr. Smith has also made an addition [??????] to Walker & Co.’s moulding shop. Cost 
$300. 
 
Mr. J.C. Jamieson’s new brick residence on Albert street has been enlarged and 
improved at a cost of $2,000. 
 
Dr. Allan has erected a pretty little brick dwelling on Dunbar St., West Belleville. It is 
26x22 ft. in size, with a kitchen 16x18, and a summer kitchen 14x20. It is a two-story 
house, with two large American bay windows, and a cottage roof. The cost is about 
$1,600. 
 
Mrs. Burrell has had built for her a comfortable and convenient brick dwelling next to her 
son-in-law, Ald. Campion, on Bleecker Ave. [176] It is Gothic in style, with porch in front 
and a verandah on the south side. Mr. John Pepper was the contractor. Cost, with barn, 
about $3,700. 
 
The residence of Mr. Ed. Deacon, Murney St., is being rebuilt, a brick veneer having 
been built by the Woodley Bros. The cost will be about $1,000. 
 
Mr. John Wicket has erected for Mr. Fred Lingham a fine brick barn at a cost of $1,000.  
 
The barns and stables of Lake & Jenkins have been rebuilt, the cost being about 
$2,500. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, October 20, 1882 
 
The Government Building. [Post Office] 
 
The time has not yet arrived for a full description of the new Government Building; but 



as this fine structure should be included in a list of the buildings which have been 
erected during the year, we will give a few general facts concerning it. It stands on the 
south-west corner of Bridge and Pinnacle Sts. It is built chiefly of red brick with heavy 
Ohio stone dressings and the main entrance, with that portion of the building over it, is 
constructed entirely of Ohio cut stone, with a large stone in front of the tower for the 
coat-of-arms. The roof is mansard, and is surmounted in front by a low tower. It is 
covered with slate, galvanized iron and lead. The size of the basement is 72x67 ft., 
outside measurement. It is built of coursing stone with pieces of cut lime stone. It is 7ft. 
6in. high, but part of it, in which is to be placed the heating apparatus, is 10 ft. in height. 
The floor of the basement is brick, grouted in with cement. The columns supporting the 
ground floor are cast iron, and resting on them are wrought iron beams. The ground 
floor is to be occupied by the Post Office, with the exception of one room 22x22 ft., 
which is to be utilized as the Weights and Measures office. In the southeast corner is 
the main stairway, 12x15 ft., the entrance to which is from Pinnacle St. There are two 
entrances into the Post Office, one from Pinnacle Street and the other from Bridge 
Street. Cast iron columns and wrought iron beams support the second floor, which is 16 
feet above the ground floor. The second floor will be entirely taken up by the Customs 
and Inland Revenue offices—the former on the west and the latter on the east side. 
Attached to the offices are conveniences, vaults, &c. The walls of the offices and hall 
are ornamented with cornices of handsome designs. The main stairway continues to the 
attic floor, which is 14 ft. above the second floor. The attic is divided into rooms which, 
probably, will not be utilized for some time to come, except for making room for the 
large tanks from which the building will be supplied with water. The height of the attic is 
12 feet. The whole building will be heated with hot water, and it will be lit with gas 
throughout. The grounds will be enclosed by a 7 ft. wall of brick, with cut-stone base 
and coping. There will be five gateways—two on Bridge St., two on Pinnacle, and one 
opening into the lane on the west side. Mr. R.C. Windeyer, of Toronto, is the architect of 
the building Northcott & Alford are the contractors for the whole work, and also executed 
all the carpentry work, &c. (and the building is a splendid monument of their energy, 
honesty and thoroughness as contractors): Mr. John Brenton superintended the work on 
the part of the Government: the excavations were done by P. O’Hara and the Hayes 
Bros.; the stone and brick work by Wickett Bros.; the cut stone work by Jacob 
Nicholson; the plastering, &c., by T. Gardner; the plumbing, gas fitting and galvanized 
iron work by C.F. Smith; the slating by W. Boswell; the painting and glazing by Wm. 
Wensley; and the wrought and cast iron was furnished by the St. Lawrence Foundry, 
Toronto. The total cost of the edifice, when completed, will be about $15,000. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Monday, June 4, 1883, p. 3 
To Let Cheap 
Possession Given at once -  Post Office Block 
The store lately occupied by J C Reynolds & Co. The offices now occupied by E H 
LaRoche Esq. – The office lately occupied by Gladstone Gold Mining Company. Several 
rooms in the third story. 
These tenements are in the Post Office Block. The first two are upon the ground floor, 
and have large store warehouses and every convenience attached to each, and are in 
first class order, having recently been fitted up inside and painted outside. The third is 



on the second flat, has also every convenience. Two of these have commodious vaults. 
Back premises thoroughly drained. This situation is the best for business in the City in 
view of the erecting of the new Government buildings, which will always constitute a 
thoroughfare of Bridge street. 
The Block being a new building, the rooms in the third story are thoroughly clean, with 
high ceilings, wide halls, perfect ventilation, and cheerfully situated. Several of them are 
already occupied.  
Rent of first two tenements $225 per annum  - of third, $10 per quarter – and rooms $1, 
$1.50, and $2 per month, according to location. Apply to Chas. W Bell, Barrister, Office 
over Post Office. 1st May, 1883 
Sept. 14, 1883 – p3c5 – To Let – in the post office block – The offices between the new 
store of Henry Tammadge, bookbinder, stationer, &c, and the office of Abram Hodgeon 
& Sons, being commodious double offices, outer and inner, roomy fire proof vault with 
fittings, stone storehouse in rear, of large capacity, with entrance from lane and every 
convenience. Back premises thoroughly drained. Rent $264 per annum and No Taxes. 
Best business situation in the City, being almost alongside leading hotel, Telegraph 
Office and opposite new Post Office, Custom House which will always constitute a 
thoroughfare of Bridge Street. Nearly all the rooms in third story let. A few lets at $1 per 
month. New, clean, well ventilated and cheerfully situated. For purposes of examining 
any of the above premises, apply for keys to the undersigned – Chas W. Bell, Office 
over Post Office, Belleville. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Monday June 25, 1883, p. 3 
The Harte & Smith Manufacturing Co. Buildings 
 With the exception of the cupola and cupola room, all the brick work of this structure is 
completed, the last brick having been laid this morning. As soon as the engine and 
boiler are finished, the work above referred to will be proceeded with.  
The dimensions of the building are as follows: that fronting Pinnacle Street, which will 
comprise the finishing and store rooms and office, 168 ft by 54 ft, three stories in height 
and 37 ft from the ground to the roof. Adjoining, is the building for the engine, the 
carpenters’ room and the plating room, 33 ft by 66 ft three stories high. The moulding 
room in rear of this is 208 ft by 66 ft one story with a centre running up its entire length. 
The carpenters have followed close on the heels of the masons, and had it not been for 
the unfavourable weather, the work would have been finished before this. Work was 
begun on the 23rd of April, 470,000 brick and 275,000 ft of lumber were consumed in the 
erection of the building. It is now thought it will be in running order by the middle of July. 
The roofers began this afternoon and the painters will start their labours tomorrow. The 
Wickett Brothers were the masons. James Smith superintends the job. When completed 
the building will cost over $15,000. 
Aug. 7, 1883, p3c2 – The Stove Works – all is bustle in the Harte & Smith 
Manufacturing Company’s building, on Pinnacle Street. Over twenty men are engaged 
in putting the premises in order and arranging such machinery and material as have 
already arrived. The North Star brought a large number of flasks and a quantity of 
moulding sand and pig iron, which was taken to the foundry today. Another instalment 
of a like character is expected in a few days by rail. The premises are being fenced  and 
put in shape for work, which is expected to begin about the end of the month. 



October, 15, 1883, p3c3 – The Stove Foundry ....... Mr. Hart, the manager said that the 
staff of 108 men make from 50 to 60 stove per day of about 40 different patterns. [A 
description of the manufacturing work on the 3 floors] 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Saturday, August 4, 1883, p. 3, c. 2 –  
City & Vicinity – The new brick house of J G Vandusen at the corner of Bridge and 
Dunbar Streets, is being finished with all despatch for the Rev D F Bogert, the next 
incumbent of St. John’s Church. The house will be ready for occupancy early in 
September, 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Monday, August 6, 1883, p 3c2 
City & Vicinity – Mr Chas F Smith is erecting a brick building on the site of that 
destroyed by fire last winter. It is 78 x26ft with a wing 40 x 16 ft. Both are two stories 
high. The brick laying which was done by Wickett Brothers, will be finished tomorrow, 
and the carpenter work will be completed as rapidly as possible. The building will be 
used for the manufacture and storing of peddlers’ supplies and will cost $2000. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Monday, August 27, 1883, p3c2 
City & Vicinity – The Lister Property at the S W corner of Bridge and Front Streets, 
which was recently injured by fire, is now receiving attention. The stone building will be 
provided with a mansard and the front wall of the brick structure will be raised. The work 
began this morning under the direction of Ald. James Smith. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Thursday, September 27, 1883, p3c3, 
The Gas Works 
During the past year a great variety of improvements have been made in the Belleville 
Gas Works. The interior has undergone a great change and the works are now 
considered second to none in this section of the country, while the quality of the gas 
manufactured is of a good standard. [1/2 column of description] 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Monday, November 19, 1883, p3c1 
Mere Mention – The firm of G A J Brown is now in possession of the old M E Church 
and will convert it into a moulding shop. The roof is being covered with fire proof 
material and being put in readiness for occupation. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Oct. 17, 1883 
 
The Government Building. [S W corner of Bridge and Pinnacle streets] 
 
The erection of this structure, which is 64 by 71 ft. two stories high with a basement and 
mansard, was practically begun in the month of November, 1881, the work of cutting the 
stone which was used in the building having been commenced in that month. It is now 
expected that the structure will be completed and ready for occupation by the close of 
the present month. 
In the basement are two furnaces made by McGuire & Bird, of Toronto, which will 



supply the necessary heat for the building, the steam being conducted through pipes. 
The pipes are first covered with asbestos, enclosed with felt, and lastly with canvas. 
There is also ample room here for the storage of coal, and already the winter’s supply 
has been placed there. In the southern part is an ash pit, which is large enough to 
contain all the refuse of the building. The furnace room is provided with the necessary 
pumps, which are of the most approved pattern. 
There a[re] two entrances to the post office, which branch of the public service will 
occupy almost the entire lower floor of the building; one in the centre of the front on 
Bridge street and the other near the corner of Bridge and Pinnacle Streets. The first 
floor is about six feet higher than the pavement and the entrance, which are easy, show 
excellent architectural taste. The stones (eight sections) which form them were taken 
from Reed’s quarry, near Foxboro’, and are considered to be very durable. They are 
semi-elliptical in form and exhibit ample evidences of the skills of the stone cutter. The 
space between the first floor and the ceiling is 16 ft. The floor is of the most substantial 
character, and the ceiling well plastered. The audience room is quite spacious, being 15 
x 58 ft. At its western end is the department for the sale of stamps and postal cards. It is 
provided with a neat counter, which is surmounted by a brass railing. The screen, which 
contains 1,000 lock boxes and 96 drawers, is now being put in order, and such work is 
slow. The general delivery is furnished with three openings, where the wants of those 
who do not own boxes or drawers will receive attention. The front and interior are of 
black ash, which is finished in nice style. South of the stamp office is that of the Post 
Master, and the money order office is located on the opposite side of the building. The 
glass is enamelled figured and presents a chaste appearance. The general work room 
is provided with all necessary appurtenances for stamping, distributing, sorting, &c. A 
circular set of boxes occupies a conspicuous space in the rear of this apartment and 
contains such accessories as are needed in such places. Near by is an iron vault 4 ft. x 
9½ ft. appropriately fitted up. The room is also provided with clothes and stationery 
closets and washstand. The office of the Inspector of Weights and Measures is also 
located on this floor. 
The second floor, which is reached by a winding flight of stairs, and the entrance to 
which is gained from Pinnacle street, contains six rooms and a spacious hall, laboratory 
and vault. Three of the rooms are for the use of the Inland Revenue Department and 
three for the Customs. The offices of the Collectors are furnished with Brussels carpet 
and double desks and other appropriate furniture. The counters, cupboards, closets and 
desks are of cherry and are neatly finished. 
The third floor will be used as a repository for the extra paper consumed in the offices 
below, and the apartment of the caretaker will also be on this floor. Here there is also a 
round boiler water tank of iron with a capacity of 800 gallons. 
The building will be lighted by gas, and the chandeliers, which are now being placed in 
position, will add to the attractiveness of the interior. The structure is neat and elegant, 
and the Government is entitled to great credit for erecting such a building in our city.  
Messrs. Northcott & Alford were the contractors. Mr. John Forin fitted up the Post Office, 
and Mr. Alford the Revenue and Customs apartments. The total cost of the ground and 
building will be very nearly $50,000. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Thursday, January 17, 1884, p3c2 



An Old Buildings History 
What was once known as the “St George’s Hotel,” at the south west corner of Bridge 
and Front Streets, will hereafter bear the name of the “Gibson House”. In Belleville’s 
early days two Governors of Canada, on their way to Montreal, put up at this hostelrie, 
which was then considered to be the best in the town. It was at one time the prominent 
stopping place of theatrical companies, and for a long time it was the hotel of the place. 
The building, though one of the oldest in town, having been built in 1835, is yet one of 
the most substantial in the city.  
After a time the lower floor was converted into stores and the upper part used as law 
offices, a dwelling, and as a printing office. Here the Independent was published for a 
time under the management of Mr. J W Carman and afterwards by Prof. Bell. 
John Cook kept a grocery and liquor store in the western part of the building for a time, 
and the late F W Alport occupied the corner store as a flour and feed depot. James 
Bunton followed him, and soon after S C Edwards, now of the Commercial House, 
entered into partnership with him. Later on this store was occupied by Fletcher & Co., A 
Shearing, and last by Ross & Davies. The store occupied by Mr. Cook was converted 
into a saloon for the late John I Shaver, who was followed by J Tallman, and later on by 
M Conners, Alex Cuthbert and Robert Gibson, the present lessee. 
After the fire which occurred there five months ago, it was decided to convert the 
structure into a hotel, and the work was done under the superintendence of Ald. James 
Smith. The office, hall and bar are well lighted, and present a cheerful and inviting look. 
The parlor, dining, sitting and bedrooms on the second flat are large and airy, and are 
fitted up as nicely as any in the city. The third floor is divided into sleeping apartments, 
which are large and comfortable looking.  
As a hotel it is neat and cosy, and its rejuvenation has made it an attraction in its 
locality. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Friday, March 7, 1884, p3c1 
Mere Mention – Harris and Watson are now manufacturing a very handsome mantle 
piece for Mr. J P C Phillips, of this city [257 Bridge Street east]. The carving, which was 
done by Mr. Thomas Griffin, is very chase and elaborate, and is as fine a specimen of 
the carver’s art as one could wish to see. As a whole, the work is as fine a specimen of 
its class as has been manufactured here. The same firm is also making a number of 
“confessionals” for St. Mary’s Cathedral, Kingston. They are built of ash and are 
adorned with carvings in butternut and black walnut adornments. 
 
 
Weekly Intelligencer , Dec. 20, 1884 
 
The Thompson Block 
The fine 3 storey brick block [30 – 36 Bridge Street East] adjoining the telegraph and 
express office, under course of erection during the summer is now nearing completion.  
Mr. U. E. Thompson is the proprietor and was led on to the enterprise by Messrs. Henry 
and Edward Corby, who have long felt the need of a building in a more central part of 
the city;  one especially adapted to their liquor trade.  The block is 60 X 70 feet - has a 
commodious dry cellar under the whole floor 6 feet 6 inches in height and finished with 



portland cement.  A dividing wall runs through the centre giving each department of the 
building an excellent storeroom for goods.  A heating furnace is placed in each with hot 
air.  In the rear of the eastern division of the cellar is a room fitted for bottle washing, a 
cistern in one corner being supplied with a tap at the lower part of the tank. 
The ground floor is divided into 2 rooms.  Each has a double plate glass front.  The 
western room will be used as the offices of Mr. Henry Corby for the wholesale liquor 
business.  The fixtures of this room will be of cherry and similar to those of Mr. U. E. 
Thompson’s banking house in the adjoining block.  The first room to the rear of the 
office has an elevator which communicates from cellar to upper rooms of the building.  
Double doors communicate with the gangway.  In the rear is a commodious storeroom. 
On the floor above and directly over the office is a room 35 X 40 feet, finished for storing 
liquor and cigars.  The upper floor is one large room for stock. 
The eastern portion of the ground floor is for Mr. Edward Corby’s retail liquor store.  
Fixtures are all in white. The room in the rear is for storing barrelled liquors.  Beyond are 
storerooms.  A fireproof vault is built into the division wall, each of the brothers having a 
half for their respective uses.  They have outgrown their present quarters south of the 
market.  The mason work was done by Mr. Thomas Thompson, the carpentry work by 
W. Brenton, plastering by H’y Gardiner.  The whole being under the supervision of John 
Thompson.    
 

Daily Ontario, Wed., Dec. 17, 1884 
 
A Handsome Block - A new brick block on [30 - 36 Bridge Street East] - built up for  
Messrs H & E Corby . . . H. Corby will occupy the western store and the . . . premises 
on the east side occupied by E. Corby as retail liquor store . . . Frontage 60 feet, 70 feet 
deep.  3 storeys, $8000. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer  Oct. 14, 1886 - death of Alexander S. Brown at residence on 
Bridge St. . . . born Dec. 1812, Aberdeenshire, Scotland. . . . came to Canada 1837. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer Nov. 25, 1886  Vinegar Works Burned,  Dundas St.  formerly owned 
by Hon. Robert Read, distillery, boiler exploded, ruins.  Purchased by D. R. Leavens, 
repaired and started vinegar factory and fruit evaporator.  Plant leased to Messrs. W.D. 
Moodie and George Easton. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer  Dec. 9, 1886 - Intelligencer office moved up Front St. nearly 
opposite Nathan Jones store. . . . premises owned by J.C. Jamieson.  The office at the 
market square closed after Monday Dec. 13. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer  Dec.16, 1886 - Willard House burned on Front Street opposite the 
Walker & Co. Foundry . . . frame part burned. . . . walls of old brick building alone are 
left. . . . Owned by Samuel Kyle . . . built a number of years ago.  Some years ago the 



property was leased to Fred Gauthier who sub leased to William Taylor who was the 
occupant at the time of the fire. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Thursday, March 31,1887 
 
Building Operations 
What the Spring Opening Promises to Be 
Building operations in Belleville during the coming season promise to be very active. 
Last year builders were busy the most of the season. Most of the buildings erected were 
substantial, ornamental and costly. This year’s programme promises to be even more 
extensive than last. The number who have had plans prepared and have made other 
preparations are unusually large for this season of the year. 
Mr. George E Skinner has purchase the late Mr. Burdon’s old residence, George St., 
and will make extensive improvements. A neat building for Sunday School rooms in 
connection with St. Thomas’ Church is to be erected on Church street, at the end of 
Campbell Street. Mr. George A Brown has the foundation laid for a factory between 
Sierichs’ bakery and Cooper’s Mill, upon which he will build this spring. Mr. Asahel 
Vermilyea is getting material on the ground for a double house north of Christ church. 
Mr. John Forin will erect a business block on Front street where the ruins of the old 
hotel stand, north of C F Smith’s tin shop. Mr. Samuel Kyle will erect a brick hotel on 
the site of the old building, at a cost of $10,000. Mr. James St. Charles has purchased 
the old Coleman homestead, on the corner by the upper bridge, and is remodelling the 
house, at a cost of several thousand dollars. The building is being given a modern, 
artistic outside finish. Mr Thomas Coleman is preparing to put up a double dwelling on 
Coleman street. Mr. W W Watson will build a fine ornamental residence on the corner 
of Murney and Catharine streets. Mr. James Wickett, sr., will put up a double dwelling 
in the same locality. Mr. William Panter will build a residence on Octavia street. Mr 
William Dafoe will put up a double house on Coleman street. Alderman Porter will 
make additions to his residence. Michael Mullins will finish his building at the corner of 
Wharf and Church streets.  Mr. Cooper, the grocer, will complete his veneered building 
on Everett street. Mr. J H Bell will build a veneered dwelling on Boswell street. If there 
are other who intend to build this season we will be pleased to make a note of the same 
as soon as informed. 
Besides these dwelling and business blocks, the Octavia street school is to be 
remodelled and St Michael’s church erected. Then there is the construction of the 
water works system, which will bring in thousands of dollars of foreign capital. This will 
indeed be a busy season. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, April 1, 1887, page 2 –  
Bridge Street Church 
Its Present Appearances Show What it Will Be 
The work on the interior of the Bridge street church has been advanced to such a stage 
that its present appearance indicates that it will be when finished. The second coat of 
paint has been applied to the woodwork, and yesterday the iron rail at the front of the 
gallery was put in. Workmen are making the seats, which are veneered with chestnut 
and will have black walnut caps on the backs. Those for the gallery are made and in 



their places. The ends of the seats are to be of iron and each pew will be furnished with 
a draw seat. The seating capacity of the church will be 1,500. The floor of the church 
and the class rooms of the Sunday school room are to be covered with four frame 
Brussels carpets. One thousand five hundred yards have been purchased. Six hundred 
yards of matting has also been bought. This will be used in the vestibule and the 
Sunday school assembly room. The eight small stained glass windows under the rose 
windows were presented by Scott & Bowen, manufacturing chemists of New York 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Saturday, April 2, 1887, page 3 
St. Michael’s Church 
Messrs Stewart & Quinlan have a force of about 40 stone cutters at Point Ann preparing 
the quoins, window sills and jams for the St. Michael’s Church. It is the hope of the 
contractors to have enough cut stone on hand when operations are commenced on the 
church to avoid a cessation of the work during the season.. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Thursday, May 19, 1887, p3, reel 67 
St. Michael’s Church 
Building operations on St Michael’s Church are in progress, although the full 
complement of men have not been engaged as the contractors are waiting for the 
arrival of a derrick from Montreal. Upon its arrival a large force will be employed. The 
building will not be completed before next summer. The cost will be about $30,000. 
When that amount is provided for, a spire measuring 175 feet from the ground to the top 
of the cross will be erected of solid cut stone. The cost of this alone is estimated at 
$15,000. A member of the building committee says it will be a number of years before 
this part of the work will be completed. At present the spire will only be carried high 
enough to receive the bell. All contracts, except for the pews and heating apparatus, 
have been let. It is probable that the pews of the old church will be used in the new 
building. 
 
Water Works 
The Progress Made Since the Work was Commenced. [1/3 column] 
 
1887, Daily Intelligencer, July 29, 1887, p3, 
Kyle Hotel 
The large brick hotel erected by Samuel Kyle on the site of his old hotel, which was 
destroyed by fire, is rapidly approaching completion. It is a handsome structure, and is 
architecturally a great gain to the upper end of Front Street. The interior arrangements 
are excellent, and the prospects are that a wing will have to be added to it, as the 
demands for accommodation are already very numerous. 
 
1887, Daily Intelligencer, August 25, 1887, p3 
New Waiting Rooms   [at the railway station] 
The new waiting rooms at the depot are nearing completion. The old building is so 
altered that its oldest acquaintances will scarcely recognize it. The inside has been 
entirely removed, and in the place of numerous offices two waiting rooms are being 
finished with a ticket office between. Mr. Frank Dolan is doing the ornamental plastering, 



making a good, handsome job of it. Under the mansard roof will be the Grand Trunk 
library and Mechanics Institute. The Institute is a new feature to be inaugurated as soon 
as the building is completed. The premises will be occupied in a few weeks. In the 
meantime the new baggage room answers the purpose of waiting room. 
An Old Building 
The old frame dwelling on Hotel Street, next to Dr. Burdett’s, has been removed. It was 
one of the oldest in the city. A billboard faces the street in its stead, and nothing but a 
hole in the ground remains on the site. The late Dr. Holden and the late James 
Jamieson were in their time, occupants of the premises. 
 
1887, Daily Intelligencer, Sept 13, 1887, p3 
Making Improvements 
The Gas Company’s Alterations in the Electric Light Plant 
The Belleville Gas Company have for some few months past had control of the electric 
light plant in this city. There has been such a healthy demand for the light that the 
company have decided upon increasing the capacity of the works. To carry out this 
design they will erect a building for the purpose adjoining the gas house on Church 
street and place it under the management of Mr. Earle. The foundation for this new 
structure is already up. Solid piers of masonry have been built to support the 
;machinery, to secure smooth, steady running. Steady, true running machinery will give 
a strong, unflickering electric light. A new automatic cut off condensing engine, equal to 
90 horse power, from the works of Goldie & McCulloch, Galt, Ont, at a cost of $3,000 
will furnish the power. 
Mr. W H Earle is superintending the masonry, which is being done by the Wickett Bros. 
The company have determined to supply their own fire protection and to this end are to 
put in a pump capable of throwing 187 gallons per minute. The water will be drawn from 
the harbour. 
Mr. S R Earle, Manager of the Gas Company, is a practical machinist, which enables 
him to look well after the best interests of the company, and those interests do not suffer 
when entrusted to his keeping 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Oct. 1, 1887, p3 
A Handsome Store 
The New Drug House of L W Yeomans & C0 
Erected during the present season on Front Street. The building formerly occupied by 
this firm was burned on April 8 last. He decided to put up a new building. Mr. G M Millar, 
of Toronto, the architect who built the Bridge street church, submitted plans for the 
handsome front of the building. A strip of land to the south of the lot, a foot wide was 
purchased from Mr. Hy. Filliter and the right secured to fit the brissmer and joist of the 
new building into the wall of the adjoining building on the south. This arrangement 
permitted Mr. Yeomans to do away with the column to support the brissmer and added 
four feet to the width of his front window. The doors are on either side, with the window 
in the centre, making a fine frontage of 22 feet. He chose designs submitted by Mr. D H 
banks, of Boston, to finish the interior. The Wickett Bros did the masonry. The carpenter 
work was let to Mr Lewis Grills. The joists which support the floors throughout the three 
flights of the building are 3 x 12 in. ......... Harris & Walton , contractors, seemed to have 



the best conception of the ideas contained in Mr. Bank’s design for the fixtures of the 
store. ..... The painting throughout was done by George Twining, The woodwork of the 
shop is of hard wood with mahogany, oil finish, a creditable reflection of the handcraft of 
James McCullough. Bronze art panels representing Grecian figures, are inlaid in the 
cornice over the shelving and along the front of the massive counters. In the rear of the 
shop is as handsome a prescription case as is to be found in Canada. ..... There are 5 
marble topped steam heaters in the building furnished by C F smith & Co. a secure 
vault is built in solid masonry to store valuable medicines. A hoist connects all the floors 
and an enclosed box for speaking tubes and a dumb water, which connect all floors. 
The lot is 22 feet wide and runs back to the river. The building is 150 feet deep. A 
handcar on a track carries merchandise to any part of the cellar or to the hoist. .....  
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Sat. Nov. 5, 1887, p3c3 
Building Operations 
An Unusual Building Boom in the Bay City 
 
Foster Ward 
Michael Mullins fine 8 room frame dwelling corner of Church and Wharf streets, cost 
$1,000 
Wm Carter, improvement to former frame dwelling, $450 
Electric light plant in connection with the gas works, $6,000 
Charles Lapoint, double frame tenement, Front street, cost $400 
Alex Tisdale, frame dwelling, Front street, 8 rooms, cost $600 
Patrick Daveny, snug frame house on Church street, $800 
Downey & Preston, frame coal shed, $400 
George Easton, Dundas street, large brick dwelling and fruit evaporator, cost $2700, 
Walter Alford contractor and builder. 
 
Samson Ward 
Mrs. Watson, Foster Avenue, addition to dwelling and shop, cost $300 
R. Purdy, remodelled dwelling, Queen Anne style of architecture,  8 rooms and 
storerooms, $800 
James Mackie, Church street, frame dwelling, 28x30, 8 rooms, cost $900 
Alderman Collins, Church street, brick dwelling 30x40, 10 rooms cost $2,000, William 
West builder 
James Fuller, a two story brick dwelling on N E corner of Bridge street and McDonald 
avenue, cost $1,600 
Dr Farley, corner George and Bridge streets [115 Bridge], Gothic brick dwelling 34x41. 
Kitchen 22x20, 15 rooms. Cost $3000. James Smith architect and builder. 
Improvement to meat market building $300 
 
Ketcheson Ward 
Quentin McNider, NE corner Ann and Queen streets, [52 Queen]  25x30, kitchen 18x18, 
brick, modern style of architecture, 10 rooms. Cost $3000, Walter Alford architect and 
builder. 



James Reid, Queen street, American architecture, a commodious, handsome frame 
dwelling, 8 rooms. Cost $2,000, Walter Alford, contractor and builder. 
St Thomas Church Sunday School, building brick, 30x60. Cost $1,000.Walter Alford, 
contractor. 
Bridge Street Methodist Church, opened May 12, contract price of work $23,000. 
S G Retallack, Swiss ornamented cottage, corner of Queen and Albert streets. Cost 
$1,700. Lewis Grills, contractor. 
Fred Richardson, Queen Anne dwelling, Queen street, handsome and commodious 
house, cost $2,000, John Pepper, contractor. 
Nathan Jones, a handsome, double, brick dwelling, N W corner Bridge and George 
streets [116 Bridge]; 11 rooms in each dwelling. Cost $4,000. George Reeves builder. 
John Brenton, brick residence corner Bridge street and Foster Avenue, 37x40, two-
stories; with modern conveniences; 13 rooms; cost $3000. William Brenton builder. 
 
Baldwin Ward 
Isaac Frazer, Alexander street, brick addition to dwelling, $800, Walter Alford, builder. 
John Forin, brick business block on Front street, two stories high, cost $4000 
L W Yeomans, handsome block on Front street, 3 stories, cost $4000 
Kyle House, new brick hotel on Front street, erected this summer, an ornament to the 
city. Cost $14,000 
Catholic Church, stone masonry, now in course of erection, probable cost $40,000. 
Thomas Hanley builder. 
George A Skinner, remodelling dwelling on George street, cost $1600 
A L Smith, brick dwelling on Ann Street, cost $1000 
Also a brick dwelling on Charles street, $1000 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Monday, Nov. 7, 1887, p3, [continued] 
 
Further Particulars of the Boom in Belleville 
Those Who Have Built in Bleecker, Coleman and Murney Wards 
While a number of the better class of buildings will be occupied by their owners, the 
great bulk have been erected for renting, showing that the demand for homes exceeds 
the supply, the best indication of the growth and prosperity of the city 
 
Bleecker Ward 
John Teal, Bleecker Avenue, a two story brick dwelling with 9 rooms cost $2,000. John 
Pepper contractor and builder. 
Mrs. Richard Fairborn, double frame dwelling on Albion St; cost $1,600. 
Mrs. Maxon, two single frame houses; cost $1,000 each. 
Alderman David Hay, addition to Brick dwelling; $400 
Mr Short, frame dwelling, Bleecker Avenue; cost $1,200 
Mr Short, frame dwelling on McDonald avenue; cost $1,000. John Short builder. 
Hazleton Spencer, two frame dwellings north of depot; cost $750 each 
A L Smith, two brick dwellings on Albion street; $1,100 each 
Remodelling Grand Trunk depot, $6,000. 
 



Coleman Ward 
James Manley, two story brick, corner of St Charles and Stone streets; cost $2,000.  
George Brown, frame carriage factory on Moira street; cost $2,500 
James St. Charles, remodelling and improving residence on the corner of North Front 
and Moira streets; cost $4,000 
John H Hall, veneered brick dwelling, Boswell street; Cost $600. 
 
Murney Ward 
W Panter, Octavia Street, handsome brick dwelling , 8 rooms, $1400 
William Watson, brick residence, 10 rooms, Queen Anne style of architecture, cost 
$3,000. 
Octavia street school, improvements to old building, $2,200 
The Coleman Estate, double brick dwelling, Coleman street, cost $2,200 
William Dafoe, double dwelling veneered with brick, Isabella street, cost $2,000 
James Wickett, double brick dwelling, cost $2,000 
Asahel  Vermilyea, two story brick dwelling and shop, corner of Coleman and Catharine 
streets, cost $1800. 
William Dafoe, double house veneered with brick, Coleman street, cost $2,000 
Water works buildings, brick dwelling and engine house, $4,000. 
Hugh Cooper, Everett street, a two story brick residence, 7 rooms, cost $1,200 
William Dafoe, small, neat frame dwelling, Everett street, cost $600. 
J Daws, Burton Street, frame dwelling, cost $650. 
Mrs. McCreary, frame dwelling on Bridge street west, cost $550. 
John Turncliff, Cedar street, frame house, cost $500. 
Neil McDiarmid, Yeoman street, frame dwelling, cost $500. 
J W Narraway, remodelling dwelling on Octavia street, cost $200. 
Mr. McMullen, fine brick residence on Commercial street, cost $2,000 
 
The new Depot 
A Building that is a Credit to the City 
The depot was opened to the public on Friday night. The old stone building that formerly 
answered for waiting room, ticket office, telegraph office and head quarters for train 
hands, has been completely gutted and rebuilt. A neat ticket office has been placed in 
the centre of the building, while in the east end is the ladies’ waiting room and in the 
west end the general waiting room. The finish of these rooms is elegant; heavy 
mouldings, rich centre pieces, superior gas fixtures, comfortable seats and marble 
topped steam heaters. Conveniences for ladies and children are not neglected. There 
are the best of modern closets, wash basins and drinking filters. Over the waiting rooms 
are the Grand Trunk library and reading rooms, second to none in Canada. There is but 
one more improvement for the company to make here, and that is the establishment of 
a first class dining room. 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Thursday, January 26, 1888 
 
Goal Improvements 
New Residence to be built for the gaoler 



..... Mr. Thomas Hanley has prepared plans for a new residence for the gaoler, which 
will be a handsome stone structure located immediately south of the gaol building with a 
frontage of 40 feet and a depth of 32 feet. The apartments now occupied by the gaoler 
will be converted into prison quarters, which will double the present accommodation. 
The improvements, remodelling the old building and erecting the new, will cost about 
$3000. Mr. Hanley’s plans were submitted to the County Council yesterday afternoon 
and accepted. A committee composed of Messrs. Hurley, Farley and W R Aylsworth 
were appointed to have charge of and direct the work. Tenders will be asked for and 
work begun as soon as possible and pushed to a speedy conclusion. 
 
 
[1892?] 
 
Our Industries. 
What is Being Done in the City by Manufacturers. 
Visits to the Various Industries—The Trade During the Year Good, and Prospects 
are Bright. 
 
Jas. Wallace & Co. 
This firm manufacture biscuits and confectionery. Their premises are upon Front street 
and are of an extensive character, extending in the rear for about 200 feet and are 
about some 30 feet in width. On the ground floor is situated the engine room, a store 
room for flour, sugar and other materials, and also a large space for the manufacturing 
of wooden boxes. Upon the second floor is the bakeshop, which is provided with the 
latest machinery for the manufacture of all kinds of biscuits. When the establishment 
was visited yesterday a large number of hands were busily engaged in making oyster 
crackers. There after being rolled, cut out and laid upon pans were then placed upon 
from shelves which revolve about the oven. These shelves are 12 feet in length and 8 
feet wide, and 10 in number. This large oven has a baking surface of 360 square feet. 
The oven is heated by two large furnaces, coal being used. Upon the third floor a 
number of employees were busily engaged in manufacturing confectionery of all 
descriptions. A large quantity is made daily. The sugar is boiled in copper jacket kettles, 
which are heated by steam. All the articles manufactured by this firm are of a superior 
quality, the best of raw material being used. Mr. Wallace speaks hopefully of trade. 
Shipments of goods are made as far east as Pembroke, a large territory in the Midland 
district, and also in the west. This week a large shipment was made to Manitoba. The 
goods are sent out as soon as manufactured. Special attention is also given to the 
making of bread. The flour is made from Manitoba wheat. During the past year the trade 
has extended considerably and the prospects are that during the coming year it will still 
increase. It is to be hoped that such will be the case. At times 40 hands are employed. 
 
Dominion Drug Company. 
 
This firm commenced their work the first of the present year, with the purpose of 
collecting and preserving medical herbs for the Canadian trade. This trade had 
heretofore been supplied almost entirely by dealers and herb pressers of the United 



States, the work of collecting being confined to the Southern and Eastern States, where 
plants are to be found growing wild, and where labor can be had cheaply. There are 
several hundred medicinal plants that grow in abundance in this section of Ontario, and 
it is found their properties are more reliable than those coming from southern latitudes. 
The most of this year has been occupied with placing the machinery in position and 
arranging for collecting the plants, but with this part of the work completed, they will be 
able to commence the next season with good prospects of making this a useful and 
profitable industry. 
Thus far they have pressed about 5 tons of the herbs familiarly known such as boneset, 
horehound, mandrake, elecampane, &c., leaves and herbs being pressed in 1 ounce 
packages, while barks and roots are made up in pounds. They have capacity for one 
hundred tons during the season, and with favorable conditions they hope to get well up 
to that next year. 
It is a credit to our city and to the Company that has taken it up, that this is the only firm 
in Canada that has undertaken to compete with the Americans for this trade. 
 
The Canning Factory. 
During the present season, the canning factory owned by Messrs. Anning, Carson & 
Morden, has done an immense business. Fruits of all kinds have been canned, and 
shipped to various parts. All the goods put up by the firm were of a superior quality. 
Whilst the fruit was in season, over 100 hands were employed. 
 
C.P. Holton’s Mill. 
Mr. C.P. Holton has for a great many years been engaged in the lumber business, and 
although having suffered severe losses by fire, is still conducting the business. Lumber 
of all kinds is turned out at the mill, which is situated in the western portion of the city at 
the mouth of the river. 
 
G.T.R. Works. 
This is the largest industry which is in the city. A large number of men are kept 
constantly employed in the various work shops and also upon the road in various 
capacities. Thousands of dollars are paid out here monthly for wages. 
 
Scott & Bowne. 
A remedy widely known is Scott’s Emulsion, which is manufactured in this city by 
Messrs. Scott & Bowne. This medicine is in the form of a beautiful creamy emulsion, 
palatable as milk, and can be taken by the most delicate. An immense quantity is 
annually made and shipped to other countries. 
 
In addition to the industries which are already in existence in the city, it is expected that 
a wire nail factory will shortly be established here; and Mr. W.W. Chown will also 
commence the manufacture of tinware on an extensive scale. 
 
 
[1892?] 
 



Our Industries. 
 
What is Being Done in the City by Manufacturers. 
 
Visits to the Various Industries—The Trade During the Year Good, and Prospects 
are Bright. 
 
The Gas Works. 
 
In the month of May, 1891, Mr. W.H. Pearson, of Toronto, leased the Belleville Gas 
Works for a period of ten years. In the department of the manufacture of gas there was 
then in use one oil set, but extensive improvement was made and an additional oil set 
was added. The above have a capacity for making 125,000 feet of gas per day. There 
are also three sets of benches upon the old system, capable of making 40,000 feet of 
gas per day. This department is also provided with the other appliances appertaining to 
works of this character, such as oil pumps, hot water pumps, exhaust and purifying 
boxes, etc. In the electric light department there is a powerful engine of 180 horse 
power. Two Ball dynamos are in use, of 75 lamp capacity. There is also one 
incandescent dynamo placed in position by Mr. Pearson of 700 light power. Since the 
new management has assumed control some 30 more meters are not in use than were 
formerly. The only extension of the mains has been upon Charles street. The coal used 
in the manufacture of gas is known as the Silver Creek mining coal, obtained from 
Pennsylvania. This is a much harder coal than that in ordinary use; when heated in the 
retorts it does not go to pieces like other coal, but retains its form. The steam is then 
allowed to pass through it. About 400 tons of this coal is used annually—also some 350 
tons of soft coal. The oil used is obtained from Petrolia; about 45,000 gallons is used 
annually for manufacturing purposes. The illuminating power of the gas supplied by the 
lessee has been the most uniform in quality of any supplied to our citizens heretofore, 
and is between 5 and 6 candle power greater than is required by the Government 
standard, which is 16 candle power. The past quarter it has been equal to 21 82 candle, 
and for the other three quarters of the year it was 20 15, 21 46, and 21 47, or an 
average for the year of 21 22 candle power. The electric and incandescent light 
supplied is also above the average. Another important factor in the present 
management is, that when Mr. Pearson took over the works he guaranteed a dividend 
of 6 per cent annually. This means to the city—which is a large stockholder—a revenue 
of about $1,500 a year, or $15,000 during Mr. Pearson’s lease. The lessee has in every 
way carried out his contract. There are constantly employed at the works 10 hands. 
 

Daily Intelligencer, Mar. 29, 1894 
 
The Contract Let 
Mr. John Lewis has let the contract for the different works in connection with the building 
of his new block on the east side of Front St.  Ald. Luscombe who has been making the 
excavations for the cellar and sewer has about completed his job and the foundation 
work will commence in a few days.  J & J Woodley will do the mason work; Geo. 
Bennett has the contract for the woodwork; C.F. Smith & Co. the plumbing;  A.E. 



Wensley the painting & glazing.   
The block will be a great improvement to Front. St. and will be occupied by Mr. Lewis 
who expects to have it completed by June. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, Nov. 3, 1894 
 
Building Operations 
 
What Has Been Done by Several Contractors During the Season. 
 
Below we give, so far as we can ascertain, the building operations of several builders 
within the city ??????? during the season now closing: 
 
Harris & Walton 
The firm, while not as busy as last year, when they did the carpenter work on Hotel 
Quinte, have not been idle and several business places on Front Street stand 
monuments of their skill. 
 
Early in the season they started the remodelling of James Wallace’s confectionery 
store.  They tore out the old front, replacing it with plate glass windows, refitting the 
interior with office, counters, shelves, etc, built a candy stand on . . .  the whole at a cost 
of about $700. The painting was done by John Cornelius. 
 
The next contract was the repairing and refitting of the Wallbridge Block, and finishing F 
Charles Clarke’s drug store and C B Scantlebury’s book store.  The cost of the work on 
the block proper was $250.  The finishing of the drug store, which is fitted up in most 
modern style, with matched ceiling and artistic shelving and windows, was done at a 
cost of about $223. The improvements to Scantlebury’s store consisted of changing the 
old style windows for something more modern at a cost of $150.  The painting on the 
stores was done by Walter Hick. 
 
The firm have been for sometime busily engaged in remodelling the store on the corner 
of Front and Bridge Streets for the Dominion Bank.  The front has been changed, and 
instead of the old full length windows, with a door in the centre, the Front Street 
entrance is now on the corner, with two half plate windows.  The interior will be one of 
the most cosy and roomy banks in the city.  The cost of the carpenter and shop work 
will amount to about $3000.  The plastering was done by Clinton Huff. 
 
The firm has also done shop work for a number of jobs, chief among which were the 
seats for a large church at Portsmouth, the fittings for Mr. Corby’s hop house at 
Corbyville, and the frames and other woodwork of the new sample rooms at Hotel 
Quinte. 
 

Alford & Lear 
 



This firm opened their operations this spring on the New Freight Shed built by the 
Rathbun Co. at the wharf.  The building is 110 X 45 feet and has a self supporting roof.  
The contract amounted to about $2000. A. Wensley did the painting. 
 
Their next contract was the block built by Thomas Walters on Front Street, which we 
have already described.  Their work amounted to $1500.  Woodley Bros. did the brick 
work; Gardiner & Son the plastering; A Wensley the painting; C F Smith & Co the 
plumbing and gas-fitting. 
 
The firm built a second story on a house for Robert Foster on Meyers Street, and built a 
porch and fence at a cost of about $700.  Thos Thompson did the brick work; Gardiner 
& Son the plastering; C Herring the painting. 
 
They fitted and repaired Henry Carre’s house on Albert Street at a cost of about $600. C 
Herring did the painting. 
 
They also had the contract for laying new floors in the Post Office and built shelving and 
partitions in the cellar at a cost of $250.  Herring did the painting. The firm also did the 
factory work for several large contracts, amongst which was Jas. Cummins’ fine block 
on Front Street, which was built by Bonar Bros. 
 
George A. Bennett 
 
Mr. Bennett, although by himself, has done a large amount of work during the season.  
He did the carpenter work on the block built by the late John Lewis, his work amounting 
to $900. Woodley Bros did the brick work; Gardiner & Son, the plastering; C F Smith & 
Co the plumbing; A Wensley the painting. The block is a neat, substantial building and 
reflects much credit to the architect’s taste. 
 
The next contract was that of repairing the residence of Judge Fraleck on the corner of 
Hotel and Albert Streets which was done at a cost of $300, and the house is much 
beautified thereby. Moon did the painting. 
 
Mr Bennett has also built a house for himself this season on Donald St.  The house is 
frame with a square roof and tastefully painted, costing over $2000. 
 
Walter Alford 
 
The well-known builder has spent most of the season since he returned from the North 
West on his handsome block, which he has named the “Alberta Block”.  When 
completed the building will be the most modern on Front Street. Mr Alford has given 
special attention to strength and it would seem impossible to shake such a structure. 
The block is three stories in front and two behind. There are two stores on the main 
floor, the south one of which is let to Mr. J. McKeown, who will open a drug store in it as 
soon as finished.  The second floor front contains beautiful offices, while in the rear is a 
large room which the owner proposes to open as a concert hall.  The third flat has been 



secured by the AOUW as a lodge room.  They will have an anteroom, a committee 
room and a lodge room, well lighted and centrally located. The block when completed 
will cost about $6000. The factory work was done by Alford & Lear; brickwork by 
Woodley Bros; plastering by Gardiner & Son; roofing and gas fitting C F Smith & Co; 
iron work Brown Mfg. Co; painting and glazing A Wensley. 
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A Handsome Residence. 
 
During the past few months Pringle and Sons have been erecting two very handsome 
frame dwellings on the old Corby lot on the n.e. corner of Bridge and George Sts. They 
are now about completed, and being exactly alike as to architecture a description of one 
will suffice for both. 
 
The one to the east was built to the order of Mr. C.H. Vermilyea of the Oak Hall and Mr. 
Henry Pringle will live in the other. The houses are two and a half storeys, built on high 
stone foundations. A spacious verandah runs along the front. The walls cannot but be 
impervious to cold. Starting from the outside there is a layer of matched clapboards, a 
layer of felt paper, then matched lumber, then a four inch space, another course of 
matched lumber, felt paper again and lastly lath and plaster. From the verandah you 
enter a spacious hall, with a handsome grand staircase leading to the second floor. Mr. 
Vermilyea is sparing no expense in interior decoration and the result will be one of the 
most artistically finished houses in the city. The walls and ceiling of the hall have been 
beautifully tinted and frescoed. Beginning at the base the colouring is rich wine colour 
but as it rises the beautifully blending colors gradually pale until at the ceiling the tint is a 
pale green, suggesting in the whole combination warmth and light. A portiere connects 
the hall with the double drawing room on the left, which is to be divided by a spindle 
work arch. Across the hall from the drawingroom is a cosy corner which will be used as 
a library. The walls of this room are beautifully tinted and shaded. Behind the drawing 
room is the diningroom, another handsome room. The pantry is in between the kitchen 
and dining room and is of the most modern type. The kitchen is directly in the rear of the 
main hall and is supplied with all appliances necessary. Upstairs the rooms are all tinted 
in different shades. There is a pretty child’s room in pink, another in blue, a third in 
cream, besides a servant’s room, a sewing room and a bath room supplied with a 
handsome steel clad bathtub. Above this floor is a spacious attic, which can be used as 
storerooms. The frescoing in the drawing rooms is exceptionally fine work. 
The house will be heated by hot water from a Daisy boiler in the basement to radiators 
in each room. Another convenience is a washroom in the basement with stationary tubs 
and taps for hot and cold water. There is a large cellar shut off from the rest of the 
basement. The house throughout is most complete in every appointment and a credit to 
the street on which it stands. The woodwork is all ash, finished in oil, highly polished 
and varnished. 
Mr. John Cornelius and staff have done the painting and decorating and it is safe to say 
their work could not be surpassed in any city in Canada. 
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A Brisk Building Year. 
 
A Glance at the Structures Built and Repaired in 1895. 
 
This year just closed has been a remarkably busy one for builders and contractors in 
this city, in fact more work has been done this year than in any during the past decade 
and a half. All classes of workmen and laborers in the building trades have found 
constant employment at good wages. The effect of this large amount of work has been 
not only to set in motion latent dollars, but also to beautify the city and give it an air of 
activity. The money spent in buildings has benefited nearly every class of the 
community, either directly or indirectly. 
As has been our custom every year we give a brief statement of the money spent, by 
whom and where expended, in the work of the year. 
 
The largest work done was the building of St. Andrew’s church at a cost of about 
$25,000. Mr. Thos. Hanley had the contract, which he carried out to the satisfaction of 
all concerned. 
 
The next largest contract was Albert College, also held by Mr. Hanley. This work has 
been in progress from July 1st up to yesterday and the cost will be in the neighborhood 
of $20,000. This includes alterations and repairs to the old building.  
 
Messrs. Harris & Walton built the gymnasium at Albert College [on College Street], a 
neat substantial structure, at a cost of about $3,000. 
 
Ald. Luscombe has erected three substantial residences at a cost of about $6,000. 
 
Mr. W.P. Hudson erected a handsome residence on Bridge street west early in the 
season, at a cost of about $5,000. Mr. Alford had the contract. 
 
Mr. H.C. Hunt’s new residence in the suburb of Avondale adds much to the beauty of 
that quarter. Mr. Alford also had the contract for this work and it cost in the 
neighborhood of $5,000. 
 
Mr. J.W. Butterfield has made great improvements in the block on the corner of Front 
and Bridge sts. At a cost of about $4,000. Harris & Walton had the contract. 
 
Ald. Yeomans remodelled the old Jones homestead [100 Bridge Street East], on the 
n.e. corner of Bridge and John sts., making it one of the most modern houses in the city. 
The cost of the work amounted to about $3,500. 
 
C.H. Vermilyea’s new frame residence [122 Bridge St East] adds much to the 



attractiveness of Bridge st. The contract was carried out by Henry Pringle at a cost of 
$3,300. 
 
Mr. Henry Pringle’s house [118 Bridge St. E], which is an exact counterpart of Mr. 
Vermilyea’s and stands next to it, cost $3,200. Mr. Pringle also did the work on it. 
 
Mr. J. Muir erected a handsome brick residence on Pine st. during the summer at a cost 
of $2,500. Messrs. Alford & Lear did the work satisfactorily. 
 
Mr. W.W. Mair’s new house stands alongside that of Mr. Muir and was built by the same 
contractors at a cost of about $2,500. 
 
Mr. Wm. McGie built a splendid brick residence on the corner of Ann and Forin sts. At a 
cost of $2,500. Thos. Hanley had the contract. 
 
The Prince Edward House was damaged by fire early in the summer and it was rebuilt 
and remodelled at a cost of $2,500. Mr. E.L. Palen had the contract. 
 
During last winter the old Globe hotel was remodelled into what is now the Crystal 
Hotel, by its proprietor, Mr. J.W. Butterfield, at a cost of $2,000. Harris & Walton did the 
work. 
 
Mr. S.A. Moore built a commodious and comfortable residence at a cost of $2,000. 
 
Dr. Ackerill spent $2,000 in remodelling and rebuilding his residence on John St. and 
$1,200 on the modernizing and renovating of his double dwelling [at 94 & 96 Bridge 
Street E]. 
 
Mr. George Wallbridge, who bought the Sills block on the west side of Front street 
during the year, has remodelled it at a cost of about $2,500. 
 
J. McCoy built a substantial two story brick residence on Hillside St. at a cost of $2,000. 
 
Mr. Joseph Parker’s residence, George St., was improved at a cost of nearly $2,000. 
 
Mr. T.S. Carman spent about $2,000 on improvements to the Carman Opera House. 
 
Mr. A.J. Blackburn built a comfortable frame dwelling on Moira St. during the summer, 
at a cost of $1,500. 
 
The barns of the Queen’s Hotel, which were destroyed by fire early in the summer, were 
rebuilt at a cost of $1,500. 
 
Mr. J.W. Butterfield spent about $1,200 on the improvement of his terrace on Moira St. 
and $1,300 more on his various houses throughout the city. 
 



Mr. R.J. Graham built a cider store house at his evaporator at a cost of $1,000. 
 
Mr. R.P. Hamilton expended $1,000 in repairs and improvements to his residence on 
the corner of West Bridge and Cedar streets. 
 
Mr. John Turncliff built a comfortable two story house on Cedar St. at a cost of about 
$700. 
 
About $1,000 was spent in improvements to the Robertson blocks on the east and west 
side of Front St. 
 
Mr. H. Fowell’s warerooms, which were damaged by fire last winter, were refitted at a 
cost of about $600. 
 
Fences and stables were erected at the Agricultural grounds at a cost of $800. 
 
Mr. J.W. Walker spent $500 on repairs to his residence. 
 
Jas. Collip built a two story brick store on McAnnany Street at a cost of $500.  
 
About $1,000 was spent on fixing up the Bank of Commerce’s present quarters and 
other improvements to the same block. 
 
Mrs. Mayo’s residence, near the station, was improved at a cost of $400. 
 
Jacob Finkle spent about $600 on repairs to his terrace on Moira St. 
 
A double house owned by Mrs. Holden was repaired at an expense of $300. 
 
The store occupied by J. Harry was refitted at an outlay of about $400. 
 
Wm. Rodbourn rebuilt his residence on the corner of Cedar and Henry Sts. at a cost of 
about $300. 
 
Guss Porter built a new verandah and made other improvements to his residence on 
Dunbar St for $300.  
 
McHugh built a house on Colborne St at a cost of $400. 
 
Geo. B. Warham built a frame house on Wellington St. at a cost of $200. 
 
Luffman built a frame dwelling on Cedar St. at a cost of $150. 
 
The warerooms of R.P. Hamilton were renovated and repaired for $15 
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Building Operations During the Present Year 
 
Present and prospective building operations 
 
Work has already commenced on the reconstruction of Hotel Quinte, and this will mean 
work for various lines of mechanics for some months. This fine hostelry will be more 
imposing and larger than ever, as another storey will be added, and the extension 
eastward will cover some 20 feet. When completed, which will be in the early part of the 
fall, the new Quinte will certainly be a credit to the city. 
 
The drill shed, it is hoped, will be erected on the southeast corner of Pinnacle and 
Bridge streets. The tenders are at present being considered by the Department of 
Public Works at Ottawa. In a few days it is expected that the successful tenderers will 
be known. 
 
A growing industry in the city is the Belleville Hardware Company and an evidence of 
this can be seen by the addition which is being built to their already extensive premises 
on Pinnacle Street. The addition will be 67X36 feet, five stories in height and 
constructed of stone. It will not only be a substantial addition, but will add much to the 
appearance of the present premises. 
 
Although the House of Refuge, which is situated just on the eastern boundary of the 
city, was commenced last year, much work had to be added this year, The contractor 
expects to have the building completed and ready for the County Council to take off his 
hands in about a month’s time. 
 
Private Residences: 
 
The western part of the city thus far this spring has taken the lead in the building of 
residences. 
 
On the east side of Dunbar Street, Mr. Joshua Lang has constructed a fine brick house, 
two stories in height and provided with modern improvements. 
 
On the west side of the same street Mrs. James Hudgins is erecting a residence. It will 
be two stories in height and brick veneered. 
 
On Cedar Street Mr. S. J. Vandervoort has the foundation laid for a residence. 
 
On the corner of Cedar and Henry streets Mr. E. T. Austin has material provided for the 
erection of a residence this summer. 
 
On the northeast corner of Catherine and Octavia streets a fine brick dwelling is being 
erected by Mr. John Canning. The masons are at present at work upon the foundation. 



It will be a two storey building, provided with modern conveniences. 
 
On North Front Street near College ex-alderman Harris has started the erection of a 
large frame house, which will evidently be a commodious and handsome structure.  
 
In East Belleville, we hear that a new residence will be erected on that ideal site at the 
corner of Pinnacle Street and Queen Victoria Avenue, opposite the Bank of Montreal. 
 
At least two of the city banking institutions will virtually have new premises. The 
Merchants’ Bank will shortly remove from their present premises on Pinnacle Street to 
the northeast corner of Front and Bridge Streets. This block has been specially fitted up 
for the Merchants’ Bank and when completed will be in every respect up-to-date. 
 

On the southeast corner of the same street work is at present going on in the way of 
remodelling those premises for The Standard Bank. The improvements will be quite 
extensive. 
 
The New Public Library:  When the Merchants’ Bank leaves, the work of remodelling the 
old building for the Public Library will be commenced. Tenders for this work was let 
some months ago. The library, we are informed is expected to move into its new 
quarters about November next. 
 
The Court House: Although last year the County Council made quite extensive 
improvements to the Court House and Jail, it is necessary according to the Government 
Inspector, to make other improvements, and it is expected that the work will be done 
during the coming season. Just what these improvements will be is not exactly known at 
the present time. 
 
Grier Street School: During the summer holidays plans have been prepared for the 
raising of the roof and adding another storey to the building. A new system of heating 
will also be installed. The cost will be some $3000. 
 
 
Daily Intelligencer, May 14, 1907 
 
Improvements to the Grier St. School 
The plans and specifications were prepared by Mr. Walter Alford. The improvement 
consists in adding another storey to the building and enlarging the school rooms. This 
work is rendered necessary by the continued increase of scholars to that school. In 
addition to this a heating system will be installed. The cost will be in the neighbourhood 
of $3660. The work will be commenced as soon as the holidays begin and must be 
completed by the 31st of August.  
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The House of Refuge 
 
Now Nearing Completion—will be an Up-to-date Institution in Every Way 
All the exterior work on the building, with the exception of the main porch, is done, and it 
is certainly a credit to the county as well as the architect and builder, Mr. Walter Alford. 
The building, owing to its elevated position, appears to great advantage. It is situated on 
the Kingston road, just a short distance east of the hospital and has a commanding view 
of the bay in either direction. All the material used in the construction of the building is of 
the very best. The flooring of the rooms and hall is laid with maple of the finest quality. 
In addition to the House proper, suitable outbuildings will be built. At present a fine large 
barn is being erected, and a hog pen, chicken coup and some other buildings will be 
built. In looking over the farm it was seen that the land has been most carefully looked 
after and already the fields are green with growing grain. It is expected that a good crop 
will this year be harvested. When the Home is ready for occupancy it will certainly be a 
most delightful place for those who will, of necessity, have to become its inmates. 
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New Library will be Ornate and Complete 
Belleville’s new public library, which, as everybody knows is to be the gift of our 
generous fellow-citizen, Mr. H. Corby, will be a very ornate and complete building, 
excellently fitted for the purpose for which it is intended. Extensive alterations have 
been made to the building since Mr. Corby purchased it from the Merchants’ bank and 
the work is not yet finished. 
The total cost to Mr. Corby, we are told, will be fully $22,000 when the building is ready 
to be handed over. 
The library proper will be downstairs, and the staircase, on the south side, leading to the 
second story, will be one of the handsomest in Ontario. 
There will be three reading rooms on the second story; also a children’s reading room, 
in which the genial librarian says he thinks iron furniture would be about the correct tip 
[type]. 
Downstairs there is to be a handsome rotunda, with marble pillars and floors, and in the 
library, downstairs will be a magnificent old-fashioned open fireplace. 
In the reading rooms will be seating accommodation for 96 people. 
There will be lawns on both Campbell and Pinnacle Streets, where, amid beautiful 
flower beds, people can, in summer, enjoy themselves al fresco, tables and chairs being 
placed at their disposal. There will also be a small board room upstairs. 
It is expected that the building will be completed about November 1st, and the library 
opened to the public about December 1st. It will be a grateful and lasting monument to 
Mr. Corby’s generosity and his love for his native city. 
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In and About the City 



 
Building Permits Issued Last Month 
 
During the month of April the following building permits were issued: 
 
Hugh Galway, two storey frame dwelling, Burton Street, cost $1000. 
 
David Curry, one storey frame building, corner Stone and Baldwin Streets, cost $500. 
 
E. Mastin, one storey frame automobile garage, corner Catherine and Dunbar, cost 
$100. 
 
Frank Smith, repairs to two storey dwelling south Foster Avenue, cost $150. 
 
James Cummins estate, new store fronts, Front Street, cost $300. 
 
A. Quincey, two storey frame dwelling Fahey Street, cost $600. 
 
John Donovan, two storey frame dwelling and store, Mill street, cost $1400 
 
Ben Sopher, two storey brick veneer dwelling, north Moira street, cost $300. 
 
W.H. Panter, two storey frame dwelling Lingham street, cost $1100. 
 
Ed Sprague, two storey frame dwelling Foster Avenue, cost $2000. 
 
Allen R. Schryver, two storey brick veneer dwelling, corner Dundas and Parker streets, 
cost $1200. 
 
Dr. D.H. Ackerill, one storey flat, John Street, cost $800. 
 
Martin Wims, repairs to dwelling on Harriett street, cost $300. 
 
W.J. Hinchey, two storey brick veneer dwelling, Charles Street, cost $1500. 
 
C.B. Foster, two storey frame dwelling, Dundas street, cost $600. 
 
W.H. Buckley, one and one-half storey frame double dwelling McDonald Avenue, cost 
$1500. 
 
S. Carter, two storey brick veneer dwelling Isabel street, cost $550. 
 
E.J.B. Parks, two storey frame Charlotte street, cost $550. 
 
J. Waddell, one and one-half storey frame bungalow, south Ann street, cost $1300. 
 



F. Slater, one and one-half storey cement block bungalow, with slate roof, North Front 
street, cost $1500. 
 
. 
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