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Here’s where you can research your ancestors
Ian Reilly loves to talk about The Marilyn 

Adams Genealogical Research Centre; in 
fact, once he gets started, it’s hard to get him 
to stop. It’s one of Ian’s favourite topics, and 
it shows; he takes great pride in the facility

and he’s quick to point out what a great place 
it is.

Ian E. Reilly, U.E., was the guest speaker 
at the Tuesday, March 21, general meeting 
of the Hastings County Historical Society. 
He was there to let others know about the 
fantastic resource the Marilyn Adams Ge

nealogical Research Centre (MAGRC) is. 
The MAGRC is housed in a bright almost- 

new building called the Cunningham Cen
tre. There, virtually at your fingertips, are 
hundreds of genealogical resources such as 

family histories, pub
lished genealogies, 
books and charts 
carefully arranged to 
maximize space but 
minimize the search
ing process. U ser 
friendly com puter 
centres allow you to 
access cemetery data 
bases and conduct 
o ther research 
chores. Friendly vol
unteers w ill assist 
you in any way they 
can to help you find 
your ancestors or do 
research.

Although the centre 
is open only M on

days and Tuesdays between 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m.each week during most of the year, that 
stretches to include Wednesdays during the 
summer months. (It’s closed all holiday 
Mondays and from the third Saturday in 
November to the third Saturday in January.) 
Although appointments are never needed 

during the days the 
centre is open, it’s al
ways w ise 
to call ahead 
and double 
check.

Each Tues
day a fte r
noon, sev 
eral volun
teers spend 
tim e ca ta 
loguing the 
Land Regis
try records 
which the 
centre was 
able to ac 
quire in 
1999. These

records provide valuable clues to people’s 
ancestors, such as where they lived and 
sometimes the records even provide clues 
as to how they lived; occasionally nuggets 
such as deeds and wills turn up in the land 
records. With about 40 four-drawer filing 
cabinets to go through, the cataloguing proc
ess is liable to take a while. The land records 
are open to the public each Tuesday after
noon. Again, it’s wise to call ahead.

There are plans to increase the size of the 
building as more and more research mate
rials come in. In fact in 1999 the MAGRC 
received over 200 items including books, 
genealogies, papers and equipment; these 
were all donated to 7th Town Historical So
ciety for the Marilyn Adams Genealogical 
Research Centre Library.

As Ian is quick to point out, all this does 
come at some expense. In fact at this time 
it costs about $45 per day to maintain the 
centre. One way in which the centre is raising 
funds is for people to take home a small 
plastic bin which, depending on what sort 
of coinage is put in, holds around $50. These 
are given to willing participants who drop 
in their spare change each day.

If you ’d like to learn more about the 
MAGRC and how you can help it become 
the premier site for genealogical research 
in the area, drop the centre a line at 523 
County Road 19, P.O. Box 35, 
Ameliasburgh, Ontario, KOK 1A0, or call 
(613) 967-6291.Next Meeting

Tuesday, April 18,2000

Guest Speaker 
Brant Bardy

History of the Six Nations 
Mohawk People, local history 

and land claims.Refreshments at 7:30 p.m.Meeting begins at 8 p.m.

The Marilyn Adams Genealogical Research Centre is located 
in Cunningham House, 523 County Road 19, Ameliasburgh, 

just south of Rednersville in the City of Prince Edward.
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A new hall devoted to Canada’s First Peoples
The Canadian Museum of Civili

zation is the largest and most vis
ited museum in the country. Within 
its walls are found the spectacular 
Grand Hall, showcasing Aboriginal 
cultures of the Northwest Coast, 
where the largest indoor collection 
of Native totem poles is displayed; 
the Canada Hall, which brings a 
thousand years of Canadian history 
to life and the ever-popular Cana
dian Children’s Museum.

Still to come are new permanent 
exhibitions in the Museum’s am
bitious First Peoples Hall, due to 
open in the summer of 2001. The 
full suite of permanent and tem
porary galleries on the cultures and 
history of Canada’s Aboriginal 
peoples will account for one-quar
ter of the Museum’s exhibition 
space. It is an exciting work in 
progress, being carried out by the 
Museum in consultation with Abo

riginal advisors and participants 
from across Canada.
The First Peoples Hall will be the 

country’s foremost venue for cel
ebrating the remarkable history 
and accomplishments of Aborigi
nal peoples in Canada, spotlight
ing contemporary Aboriginal life 
and putting in context Aboriginal 
history. For more information, 
visit the Museum’s Web site at 
<www.civilization.ca>.

Here’s a 
photo of 
The
Belleville 
Kilties 
Band in 
the early 
1900s 
taken from 
a postcard 
in the 
Society’s 
collection. 
Eugene 
Lang 
spoke 
about this 
band at 
the March 
meeting of 
the Soci-

Our 
sympathy
The Society’s sympathy is ex
tended to the family of Ruth 
G naedinger. A long-tim e 
member and supporter of our 
Society, Ruth was a grand
daughter of the noted medical 
doctor and historian William 
Canniff.

Ensure Outlook continues to be part of your historical reading. Subscribe or renew now!
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save the newsletter, and 
bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third Tuesday of each month 

except June, July, August and December), or send it by mail to the 
Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North, General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1K0.

Name
Address
City Postal Code

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES: 
Individual $20.00 .Life Member $150.00
Family
Senior/Student

$25.00 Corporate Sponsor$ 50.00
$15.00 Women’s Institute/

Senior Family $20.00 Organization $ 20.00

I also enclose a donation of $ _____ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income 

Tax purposes will be forwarded to you with your membership card.

http://www.civilization.ca


by Gerry Boyce 
Record holder - The St. Thomas 
Church Cemetery in Belleville is 
one of the most studied cemeter
ies in North America. Following 
the removal in 1989 of almost 600 
bodies— to allow for the con
struction of a Parish Centre— the 
cemetery has received interna
tional attention. Chapters in two 
1995 textbooks focus on the fo
rensic evidence from the site and 
several postgraduate students— 
particularly at McMaster Univer
sity— have completed theses re
lating to the skeletal remains. On 
Saturday, April 15,1 will have the 
privilege of updating Ontario his
torians on the project at a Toronto 
sym posium  sponsored by the 
Ontario Historical Society. My 
20-minute presentation will be 
part of a three-day session “Cel
ebrating One Thousand Years of 
Ontario’s History.” Also I will be 
giving a 20-minute presentation 
on “Fifty Years in the Trenches 
of History,” highlighting my ob
servations on the skirmishes, bat
tles and wars Ontario historians 
have fought over the last half- 
century with respect to school 
courses and heritage activities. 
Many prominent historians, ar
cheologists and First N ations 
leaders will address the three-day 
event. The registration fee is a 
modest $25. For further informa
tion contact me at (613) 868-5023 
or the Ontario Historical Society 
at (416) 226-9011.
Seminar - The Tweed and Dis
trict Historical Society is present
ing its second annual Genealogi
cal Seminar from 10 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Saturday, April 15. The 
keynote speaker will be Brian 
Tackaberry, author of To Quinte 
and Beyond, James McMasters 
and Family and there w ill be 
workshops on the United Empire 
Loyalists, researching historical 
land records, cemetery research, 
using the Internet and computers 
in family history, and other top
ics. The seminar will be held in 
H ungerford  H all and St. 
Andrew’s Hall in Tweed. Infor
mation is available from Joan 
VanMeer at (613) 478-2909.

More on lacrosse - Last month, 
we looked at the importance of 
lacrosse com m encing in the 
1860s. F rom  B arney 
M oorhouse’s colum n in The 
Bancroft Times, we learn that 
Canadian soldiers on the Euro
pean front in 1915 discovered 
“a novel use for lacrosse sticks, 
namely throwing hand grenades 
into the German trenches. They 
are able this way to throw them 
farther, more accurately, and 
with less risk than otherwise.” 
Apparently over 500 sticks were 
purchased to try out the scheme. 
Convalescing? - B arney 
Moorhouse also noted that in 
1915 W .B . N orthrup, K .C ., 
M .P., offered  his B ellev ille  
home with its spacious grounds 
to the government for use of the 
convalescent wounded soldiers. 
The government accepted the 
offer and local citizens were 
said to have “guaranteed motor 
cars and boats for use of the sol

diers.”
Does any reader know more 

about this use of the Northrup 
H ouse (form erly  know n as 
Coleman’s Castle after Charles 
Coleman the original owner and 
now the B ellev ille  Funeral 
Home) at 68 North Front Street, 
as a convalescen t hom e for 
wounded soldiers?
Gerry’s Oscars? - Academy

Awards for People in the Her
itage Field should go to:
1. H azel L loyst and C arson 
Cross, the former for assuming 
the presidency of our Society for 
2000, and the latter for serving 
as president previously, when 
it appeared the Society was in 
troubled waters.
2. Lois (Way) Foster, a long
time building researcher with 
our Society, for providing infor
mation on Tw eed’s history for 
the Tweed Heritage Centre.
3. Elizabeth Mitchell, our past 
president and current member
ship secretary, for offering ex
pert guidance to people seeking

genealogical information at the 
Corby Library.
4. Barney Moorhouse of North 
Hastings for his authorship of 
the “Tim es Traveller” in The 
Bancroft Times, (see preceding 
excerpts)
5. Jack Dixon the curator of the 
O ’H ara M ill Pioneer Village 
north of Madoc, for spearhead
ing arrangements for the muse

um’s annual fund-raising banquet 
and auction planned for June 10.
6. Marten Lewis, the first cura
tor of Glanmore and now direc
tor of the Macpherson House in 
Napanee, for presenting plaques 
to com panies for sponsoring 
museum events.
7. Evan M orton for continuing 
heroic efforts on behalf of the 
Tweed Heritage Centre; he’s cel
ebrating the approaching con
struction of the Centre’s addition.
8. D erek B aldw in o f  The 
Intelligencer and other reporters 
for coverage of the disputed Na
tive fishing and hunting rights in 
the Bay of Quinte area, Accord

ing to a recen tly  com 
pleted confidential report, 
history appears to be on 
the Natives’ side. (Perhaps 
this could be a topic at a 
future meeting.)
9. The many teachers who 
introduce aspects of local 
history into their classes; 
we were deligh ted  that 
some 30 schools accepted 
our S o c ie ty ’s o ffer of 
m aterials a few m onths 
ago; several sent thanks 
and there was an espe
c ia lly  nice note from  
N orm a Sedgw ick  of 
Madoc Township Public 
School.
10. Lew is Zandbergen 
who, since 1995, has con
scientiously edited, laid

out and overseen the production 
o f The Outlook, the Society’s 
newsletter.
Quiz news - A rem inder that 
there’s still time for answers to 
the quiz (events and dates) in the 
last issue.

Five correct entries have been 
received to date. The draw for the 
book prize will be made at the 
April meeting.

This the Central Ontario Railway Station at Eldorado as it 
appeared in 1909.

Courtesy Hastings County Historical Society photograph collection
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Here’s something to cure what ails you
by Rona Rustige
Following his retirement as a cardiologist with 

the Kingston General Hospital and Queen’s 
University Faculty of Medicine, Dr. Miguel 
Chiong vigorously pursued one of his inter
ests—patent medicines. Over several years, 
he acquired an impressive collection of ma-

OO N O T  8UY T H tM  E X C E P T  IN
WRAPPER JUST LIKE THIS

WITH THE f U U  NAMED 5  W I L L I A M S  P i n k  P i l l s  for Pa l e  P e o p l e .
Piles orrcRED in any  other 

StYle  or Package a r e  Im ita tio n s :

terial associated with over-the-counter medi
cations. The collection, which came to the 
KGH Museum following his death in 1995, 
includes bottles, packages, containers, trade 
cards, books, advertisements and other ephem
era.
This colourful and fascinating collection is 

in excellent condition. Most of the objects fall 
in the time period between 1850 and 1950. 
They are evocative of the changes that took 
place during that time in the products and their 
advertising in response to evolving public 
awareness, improved research methods and 
government legislation.
The products of several eastern Ontario medi

cine companies are represented in the collec
tion, including Dr. William’s Pink Pills for 
Pale People (G.T. Fulford Company of 
Brockville); Dr. Morse’s Indian Root Pills 
(W.H. Comstock Company of Brockville); 
Douglas Egyptian Linament (F. Parker Doug
las Company of Napanee); and Lydia E.

Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound (Cobourg fac
tory).
Of particular interest to Dr. Chiong, were King

ston druggists, chemists and manufacturers. He 
identified ten individuals or companies engaged 
in the business of patent medicines in Kingston. 
He focusfed his research on two companies in 
particular, and was able to acquire approximately 
forty objects associated with those firms.
The N.C. Poison Company began in Kingston 

circa 1877 and moved to Montreal in 1919. While 
in Kingston, the company manufactured the 
following remedies:
Nervilline: “for neuralgias, tooth ache, rheuma
tism, colds, headache, cholera, dysentery and all 
pains internal and external”
Catarrhozone: “an ozonated air remedy for ca
tarrh, colds, coughs, bronchitis, asthma, hay fever, 
deafness, la grippe, throat trouble and consump
tion:
Ferrozone: “a blood purifier, nerve tonic, brain 
vigour, nerves, anaemia, chorosis, poor appetite, 
insomnia, rheumatism, heart disease, female com
plaints, losses of vigour, nerve prostration, Brights 
Disease, kidney, liver and catarrhal troubles, and 
all weaknesses.”
Dr. Hamilton’s Mandrake and Butternut Pills: 
“for disorders of the stomach, bowels, kidneys, 
liver and bladder.”
Also produced were Dr. Hamilton’s Ointment 

and Putnam’s Com 
Extractor.
The Dr. Bell Won

der Medicine Com
pany began in 
Kingston about 
1900 as a manufac
turer of such veteri
nary remedies as 
Dr. Bell’s Medical i 
Wonder Remedy 
and Dr. Bell’s 
Wonder Garget 
Remedy, for bovine 
mastitis. Some 
products, such as 
Wonder Liniment 
and W onder Ex
tract Lotion were 
“good for man and

beast,” whereas Dr. Bell’s Hair Restorer and 
Dandruff Cure were probably meant for hu
man use.
This very interesting collection is fully cata

logued and available to researchers on site or 
on the KGH Museum’s web site chttp:// 
130.15.161.15/newhosp/hosmus.html>.
A special on-site display which will include 

artifacts from the Chiong Collection is being 
planned for the spring of 2000. Watch for it!

Yard Sale
It’s the Friends of Glanmore/ 
Hastings County Historical 

Society second annual yard sale 
to be held at the Heritage Centre, 
Main Street, Cannifton, Friday, 
May 5, from 12 noon to 6 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 6, from 9 

a.m. until 2 p.m.

Do you have something you’d 
like to donate to the sale? Call 

962-2329. We can pick the items 
up or we can arrange for a 
convenient time to drop off 

donations.

Outlook is published for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 

613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press for its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the May issue is April 22,2000
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