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Town Crier 
Bruce Bedell 
was the guest 
speaker at the 
last meeting of 

2004.
Mr. Bedell 
entertained 

and let us in a 
few of the 
secrets of 
being a 

successful 
town crier.

Doug Knutson photo

It must be the year 
o f the archives
by Orland French
Hastings County Historical Society President 

This is the Year of the Archives. You may be forgiven for thinking that 
every year is the Year of the Archives, but this year we are working with 
officialdom to make something happen. We are now on Plan D.

You’ll remember the other plans. Plan A: A new archives home in the 
Quinte Cultural Centre. Didn’t happen. Plan B: A new archives home in 
the East End Library. Didn’t happen. Plan C: A new archives home in 
the new library. Didn’t happen. Is it something we said?

Which brings us to Plan D. Part of Plan D is to educate the community 
on the value and the need for the preservation of archival material. If we 
want support, we have to tell people what we do. So we will begin with 
a presentation called “Treasures of the Archives” at the Society’s annual 
meeting on January 18. A number of our Archives Angels will describe 
examples of the treasures to be found in the Hastings County Historical 
Society’s archives. Our February 15 meeting will feature Jennifer Bun
ting, archivist of the Lennox and Addington archival centre in Napanee, 
as guest speaker.

Continued on next page.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 18,
2005

Treasures of 
the Archive

Refreshments
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Monthly meetings are 
held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 

Living Centre 
370 Front Street, Belleville

The Deadline for the February 2005 
issue of Outlook is January 20, 2005



Volunteering at the centre not for the squeamish
A trap line in the Heritage Centre?
Continued from front page.

We are also finally making progress on a pragmatic level. The 
City of Belleville and the County of Hastings have formed a 
working group to find a way to meet new requirements of the 
Ontario Municipal Act, and the Hastings County Historical So
ciety will be part of it. We hope the working group will be guid
ed by an extensive proposal put together by our vice-president, 
Sharon White, who spends her time working at the Archives of 
Ontario in Toronto when she isn’t home on weekends.

The municipalities are driven by a need to create their own re
cords retention and management program to meet the demands 
of new legislation. Some of that material will become archival 
records, so it makes sense that we co-operate to find a new home 
for a joint venture on storing and accessing archival records.

The high cost of construction, so it was said, meant the city 
could not afford to include room for this venture within the 
walls of the new library. At the same time, there seemed to be 
a feeling that archives and libraries are not necessarily com
patible. Tell that to Ottawa. The National Library and the 
National Archives not only share the same building but they 
have recently been combined into one agency called Library

and Archives Canada (LAC).
However, we’re on the right track, since our heritage centri 

shares two elements in common with LAC: the building is 
owned by the government (City of Belleville) and it has a leaky 
roof.

While we’ve had our disappointments in locating a new and 
secure location for our archives, we’ve had successes in other 
areas. Once again the Banquet and Auction Committee, headed 
by Pat Press, organized a successful dinner. The Society cleared 
more than $4,500, our best yet in three years of banquets. Our 
tour buses were filled to capacity, thanks to Bill Hunt and Vera 
Morton. The Loyalist Monument was moved successfully. Our 
r o l e  was to prevent its demolition so that it was there to 

move. The Archives Angels, those jolly volunteers 
who organize our archives under the direction of 

heritage advisor Gerry Boyce, have not yet been 
dismayed by the occasional sight of a running mouse.

Gerry also continues to proselytize on behalf of history in 
his various speaking engagements inside and outside the 

county. How he finds time to do all that and run a trap line to 
catch the varmints in the Heritage Centre, I don’t know.

Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your 

newsletter, and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third 
Tuesday of each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK 1K0

Name

Address

City Postal Code

Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $ 
toward the work of the Society

Family $ 25 The Hastings County Historical Society
Senior/Student $ 15 is a registered charity.
Senior Family $ 20 Official receipts for Income Tax purposes
Life Member $150 will be forwarded to you with your mem-
Corporate Sponsor $ 50 bership card
Organization $ 20



Treasures from the Archives
Question:
When Laura Bush recently visited 

Ottawa with her husband, U.S. President 
George W. Bush, what site did she ask 
to visit?

Answer:
She asked to visit the National Ar

chives of Canada, closely linked with 
the National Library o f Canada. As a 
former librarian, Laura recognized the 
significance of archival records and 
archival institutions. She wanted to see 
firsthand how Canadians look after their 
historical records.

Comment:
Many people in the Quinte area also 

recognize the value o f archives. Con
sider the important work being done in 
such archival centres as those at Nap- 
anee, Picton, Roblin Lake, Tweed, and

Stirling.
Since 1957, the Hastings County His

torical Society has been assembling man
uscripts, printed materials, pictures, 
maps, and electronic records relating 
to Hastings County (including Belleville 
and Quinte West).

Members and friends o f the Society 
will have the opportunity to see some 
o f the most important and unusual parts 
o f that collection at the Society’s annual 
meeting on Tuesday, January 18, in the 
Auditorium o f the Quinte Living Centre 
at 370 Front Street, Belleville.

About ten “Archive Angels” (aka vol
unteer members o f our Archives 
Workshop Team) will display and talk 
about items from the Hastings Heritage 
Centre.

Items will include: a “haunted portrait”

of a founder o f Cannifton, an early land 
grant for a prominent Belleville settler, 
a plan o f a military rifle range along 
the Bayshore in Belleville with com
plaints that stray bullets were hitting 
the Parrott homestead on East Dundas 
Street, programs from the career of 
musician/philanthropist Leona Riggs, 
tape recordings made by prominent 
citizens in the 1970s, a warning from a 
Belleville alderman that he would “put 
a charge o f buckshot” into certain per
sons if  they erected a pole in a certain 
location, a picture o f “Bozo the Clown” 
(aka Don Foster), a royal commission on 
the effects of the Belleville McFarlands’ 
winning o f the World Hockey Champi
onship, and other items.

Plan to attend our Annual Meeting and 
see some treasures from our archives.

Happy Birthday, Prime Minister!
Everyone knows January 11 is the birth

day of Sir John A. Macdonald, Canada’s 
first prime minister. Right? And he was 
born in Glasgow. Our own Mackenzie 
Bowell (PM 1894-1896) was neither 
Belleville’s by birth (he was born in Suf
folk, England) nor by representation (he

Sparrow, Robin, Crowe, Titmouse, 
Loon, Tanager, Ptarmigan orTweety 
perhaps?

represented North Hastings). Now test 
your knowledge of the others. Answers 
below.

1. Who was the last prime minister bom 
outside of Canada?

2. Sir Robert Borden was born in (a) 
Nova Scotia, (b) Quebec, (c) Manitoba, 
(d) British Columbia

3. These prime ministers all represented 
Western Canadian ridings at some time. 
Which ones were bom in the West?
(a) John Diefenbaker, (b) John Turner, 
(c) William Lyon Mackenzie King, (d) 
Richard Bennett, (e) Joe Clark, (f) Arthur 
Meighen

4. Paul Martin was born in (a) Moncton,
(b) Montreal, (c) Windsor, (d) Welland, 
(e) Weybum

5. Kim Campbell was bom in: (a) 
Campbellford, (b) Campbell River, (c) 
Port Moody, (d) Port Alberni, (e) Port 
McNicoll, (f) Port Arthur

6. Brian Mulroney was born: (a) in Baie 
Comeau, (b) under a Blarney Stone, (c) 
with a silver spoon in his mouth, (d) in 
Trois Rivieres, (e) to sing with Ronald 
Reagan

7. Which of these prime ministers was 
born in Newtonbrook, Ontario? (a) Wil
liam Lyon Mackenzie King, (b) Lester

Hastings Heritage 
Centre Hours for 
2005

The Society is pleased to announce ex
tended hours. For the months from April 
to October (inclusive) the Centre will be 
open every Monday afternoon (except for 
holidays) from 1 to 4. Open Monday af
ternoons prior to April are January 10,24; 
February 7, 21; and March 7, 21.

Pearson, (c) John Diefenbaker, (d) Sir 
John Abbott, (e) John Turner

8. Sir John Thompson’s middle name 
was: (a) Sparrow, (b) Robin, (c) Crowe, 
(d) Titmouse, (e) Loon, (f) Tanager, (g) 
Ptarmigan.

9. How many L’s and how many T ’s in 
Pierre E. Trudeau’s middle name?

10. Which one of these was a laird? (a) 
Charles Tupper, (b) Mackenzie Bowell,
(c) Jean Chretien, (d) Paul Martin, (e) Al
exander Mackenzie, (f) Robert Borden.

(Answers on page 4.)

Former President Ed 
Buckley dies

A native of Belleville and a longtime 
supporter of our Society died on De
cember 1. Edward J. Buckley served on 
our executive for several years and was 
president of the Society in 1967-1968. He 
will be remembered in historical circles 
for his excellent history of the Parish of 
St. Michael the Archangel. This book was 
a labour of love and Ed spent two decades 
researching the parish records and sources 
elsewhere and reading every back issue of 
The Intelligencer. Not only is it a complete 
and accurate account of the church’s his
tory, but it details the history of the local 
separate schools and the rise and fall of the 
Ku Klux Klan locally.

Ed was an enthusiastic booster for his
torical, educational and religious activi
ties and was “greatly respected and well 
loved by those around him.”



LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

A r ts  o f  c h  ina 
Glimpses o f  an 
A nc ie n t C iv iliza tion
Special Travelling Exhibition
Ever wonder what the significance of the Chinese 
Dragon is? This and other questions about the 
Chinese way of life are answered in Arts of China: 
Glimpses of an Ancient Civilization. This special 
travelling exhibition from the Royal Ontario Museum 
will be on display at Glanmore National Historic Site 
(257 Bridge Street East, Belleville) from February 9 
to April 3, 2005. Chinese history, culture and clas
sic traditions come to life through the exploration of 
three materials closely associated with China: Jade,

uapjog pjiBq ijoqoy QI -ipea jo oa\ p -g tMOireds 
8 tuosjeag jajssq '/_ :(e) 9 Uuiaqiv yog •£ OospuiM 'p taof 

auiossuoq X|uq '£ tBijoos baon 'z oauinx uqof • [ :sj3/v\suv

Photo used without permission from Prime Ministers of Canada by Jim Lotz.
1987 Bison Books Credit Office of the Prime Minister.

Bronze and Ceramics. Six themed cases displaying 
artifacts from the ROM’s world-renowned collection 
celebrate the fascinating heritage of Chinese culture. 
Plus, Chinese decorative objects, from Glanmore’s 
Couldery Collection, will be featured throughout the 
historic house. Join in the fun at the opening celebra
tions for Arts of China. Glanmore will be celebrating 
Chinese New Year at an Open House on February 
9 from 1 to 4 p.m. Call (613) 962-2329 for more 
information.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK1K0 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November fa  the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbengen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles a  information may contact the editor at 

613-395-3022, a  E-mail lewzan@reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press fa  its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the February 2005 issue is January 20,2005
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