
Find the Number
Contractor R. W. Solmes has a problem as he constructs Victoria Park 

monument to one of Canada’s most problem-ridden prime ministers. Granite 
blocks for Mackenzie Bowell monument were numbered for easy placement 
according to plan. Only problem — the blueprint didn’t carry corresponding 
numbers guide.

New Limestone Will Be Used
To Erect Bowell Monument
Sometimes, things just go on 

and on.
Sir Mackenzie Bowell was a 

Belleville publisher who be
came one of Canada’s most- 

I problem-ridden prime minist- 
i ers.

Today, more than 70 years 

ly dumped in a field to await 
a federal decision.

Yesterday, Springbrook con
tractor R. W. Solmes began the 
job of building the new Bowell 
monument in Victoria Park — 
with a shipment of brand new 
limestone.

The stones were numbered 

layed work on the new monu
ment.

Mr. Solmes said today he 
might have finished the whole 
project yesterday.

Now, he expects to have work 
completed maybe early next 
week.
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New Limestone Will Be Used
To Erect

i Sometimes, things just go on 
and on.

Sir Mackenzie Boweil was a 
Belleville publisher who be
came one of Canada’s most- 

■ problem-ridden prime minist- 
ers.

Today, more than 70 years 
after he resigned from the vex
ing problems of a rebellious 
cabinet, a hometown monument 
to his memory still is giving 
problems.

It all started last month 
when the National and Histor
ic Parks Branch of the Depart
ment of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development, decided 
to move a monument to Bow
ell from the Belleville armory 
lawn.

The move, designed to make 
way for a Hastings and Prince 
Edward Regiment memorial 
saw plans drawn to build a new 
monument to Bowell in Victoria 
Park.

Granite from the dismantled 
monument in Belleville was 
moved to the Tyendinaga Mo
hawk Reserve to replace a hist
oric Indian cairn.

That plan was scotched when 
the Mohawks — who hadn’t 
been consulted — took um
brage and refused to have their 
memorial touched.

The granite from Bowell’s 
monument was unceremonious-

Bowell Monument
ly dumped in a field to await 
a federal decision.

Yesterday, Springbrook con
tractor R. W. Solmes began the 
job of building the new Bowell 
monument in Victoria Park — 
with a shipment of brand new 
limestone.

The stones were numbered 
for easy placement — accord
ing to the blueprint.

Only difficulty, as Mr. Solmes 
discovered, was that the ac
companying blueprint did not 
bear the corresponding key 
numbers.

Sorting out the problem of 
which stone goes where has de

layed work on the new monu
ment.

Mr. Solmes said today he 
might have finished the whole 
project yesterday.

Now, he expects to have work 
completed maybe early next 
week.



LAST resting place of 
Sir Mackenzie Bowell 
in Belleville Cemetery 
is marked by this tow
ering column of granite.


