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“He fell out of the window? He fell out of the window?” 

Local physician Boyd Upper had been sent by The Intelli-

gencer to deliver the shocking news to the Clarkes. The 

boy had somehow fallen from a fourth-floor window of 

the Yates Hotel. They were advised that Freddie was in 

the Onondaga Hospital in Syracuse. The parents and sis-

ter packed immediately and set out for Syracuse. Near the 

city, Mr. Clarke spotted a police officer and requested 

direction to the hospital. Realizing who they were, the 

officer escorted them the rest of the way. 

When they found his room, the young boy was just out of 

exploratory surgery and still groggy. The doctors ex-

plained that the surgery had to proceed without parental 

consent due to the urgency. Their son had a broken el-

bow, pelvis, cuts and internal injuries. The parents hired 

private nurses for 24-hour care. Gradually Freddie began 

to smile, think and converse. His main concern was who 

would look after his paper route. At the hotel, the parents 

collected their son’s clothes, belongings and a few family 

gifts that he had purchased. Curiously, one small gift was 

for a classmate named Joanne. Within days, well wishes 

and flowers arrived from all over Canada and the USA. 

The numerous flowers had to be kept in the hallway out-

side his room due to his asthmatic condition. Daily up-

dates on his condition were provided by the Belleville 

newspaper and radio. The story was carried nationally in 

The Tragedy of Paperboy  

Freddie Clarke – Part One 
By Vern Whalen 

 

Freddie Clarke was de-

scribed by his sister as “a 

perfect English gentle-

man,” much like his father. 

As a twelve-year-old boy 

he was quiet, fun, kind, a 

bit adventurous and a good 

sport on his hockey and 

ball teams. By all accounts 

he was a typical Canadian 

boy growing up in the 

1950s. 

His boyhood home was at 

40 Hillcrest Avenue in 

Belleville where he lived 

with his parents, Fred Sr. 

and Doris, and older sister, 

Sharon. His father was a World War II veteran and fore-

man of the water department for the city, his mother was 

a homemaker and his sister attended high school at 

BCIVS. Freddie was in grade 7 at Queen Victoria School 

and a member of the Cub pack at St. Thomas Church. His 

best friends were Dave Whitfield, David Smith and Moe 

Hunter. 

In 1954, Freddie had been a newspaper carrier for The 

Ontario Intelligencer for two years. He was well liked by 

the customers on his route as he often did some chores 

for them. By March of that year he had won his second 

trip from the paper for gaining new subscribers. On 

March 12, he left with about forty-five other winners on a 

weekend bus excursion to Syracuse, New York. His sister 

recalled their mother watching him cross the yard with 

his suitcase and fearing for some reason, she would never 

see him do that again. 

The next morning Sharon heard her mother screaming, 

Freddie on his bike   

Courtesy Sherri Clarke  

News Story - The Ontario Intelligencer of April 5, 1954  
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both countries. 

On Wednesday, March 17, Freddie had his first seizure 

caused by internal injuries. These seizures became more 

frequent until he slipped out of consciousness. He got 

pneumonia followed by double pneumonia and was 

transferred to Syracuse Memorial Hospital. Eventually 

his liver and kidneys failed. Despite the professional 

care extended by the best physicians and nurses, all the 

well wishes and prayers, twelve-year-old Freddie Clarke 

passed away at 7:45 a.m. on April 4, 1954. He was bur-

ied on April 7 in the Belleville Cemetery.  

The death of this young paperboy left a lot of unan-

swered questions. I researched old newspaper accounts 

and got some memories from two other boys on that trip, 

brothers Jim and Bob Dolan of Belleville. I also con-

versed with Freddie’s sister, Sharon (now using the 

name Sherri). Sherri has spent a good part of her life 

looking for answers to the tragedy that robbed her of a 

younger brother. She provided me with newspaper clip-

pings of that time from both the Syracuse Herald-

Journal and The Post. 

It was known that the Yates Hotel had rearranged rooms 

in order to accommodate four boys per room. In these 

rooms, a single bed was moved right up to the window, 

level with the sill. One would have questioned the safety 

of this, particularly with rambunctious twelve to  

fifteen-year-old boys in the room. Also mysterious and 

somewhat concerning by today’s standards was that the 

only adults on the trip with the forty-five adolescents 

were the Intelligencer circulation manager, Dolph 

McFadden, female chaperone Florence Walden and the 

bus driver.  

What happened in room 338 of the Yates Hotel in Syra-

cuse in the early hours of March 13, 1954, and what 

were the postscripts to this story? Part Two continues in 

October Outlook.  

Coming Events Fall 2014 

Yates Hotel - Courtesy Archives of Syracuse  

Saturday, September 13, 2014: Doors Open Quinte. 
See the Historical Society/Community Archives display at the 

Belleville Armouries in conjunction with the Hastings & 

Prince Edward Regiment Museum. 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014: Hastings County Histor-

ical Society presents: Heather Candler, General Manager, 

Batawa Development Corporation, presenting a history of 

Batawa as It Relates to Thomas Bata and His Shoe Empire. 

Join us at 7:30 p.m. at the Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front 

Street, Belleville (northeast corner door).  

Saturday, September 27, 2014:  Culture Days events 

sponsored by BDIA. Come and see Historical Society/

Community Archives display and book sale, from 10:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m., in the Belleville Downtown Improvement Area 

(BDIA) office at 267 Front Street, Belleville. 

Saturday, September 27, 2014: Launch of a new 

book, At the Call of King and Country: People of Hastings 
County in the Great War, 1914-1918. Bill Kennedy tells sto-

ries of Hastings residents who risked, and sometimes lost, 

their lives in the First World War. The launch party will be  

held at the Core Centre, 223 Pinnacle Street, Belleville 

(former Corby Public Library building) at 7 p.m. and will 

include a sing-along of First World War tunes with Rick  

Penner on piano.  

Tuesday, October 21, 2014: Hastings County Historical 

Society presents: Greg Pinchin, Special Projects Planner, 

City of Belleville on The Downtown Façade Program. Join 

us at 7.30 p.m. at the Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front Street, 

Belleville (northeast corner door).  

Saturday, October 25, 2014: Hastings County Historical 

Society and Hastings & Prince Edward Regiment Museum 

present the HCHS Annual Banquet and Celebration of Histo-

ry, A Commemoration of the Beginning of World War I.  

Special Guest Speaker Jack Granatstein speaking on Our 

Greatest Victory, Canada’s Participation in the Last 100 Days 

of WWI.  Travelodge Hotel Ballroom, Social Hour 6 p.m., 

Dinner 7:15 p.m. Tickets $65 at Quinte Arts Council, The 

Heritage Centre, Cannifton and Richard Hughes at 613-961-

7772. 

Tuesday, November 18, 2014: Hastings County Histori-

cal Society presents: Author Millie Morton of Kingston, 

speaking  on her book, Grace: A Teacher’s Life, One Room 

Schools, and a Century of Change in Ontario. Join us at 7.30 

p.m. at the Quinte Living Centre, 370 Front Street, Belleville 

(northeast corner door).   

October 14 to November 8, 2014: Art show based on 

images from the Archives The next exhibit at the Belleville 

Art Association Gallery, 392 Front Street, Belleville, will 

feature works of art inspired by photographs from the Com-

munity Archives.   
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230th Anniversary of  Arrival of the Loyalists  
By Orland French 
The Old Hay Bay Church, built in 1792, is a lasting legacy of the Loyalist Pio-

neers who settled in the Adolphustown area. Orland French, our past presi-

dent, spoke to the annual Memorial Service at St. Alban the Martyr UEL Me-

morial Church about his custodial duties at Old Hay Bay Church. For the past 

four years Orland and Sylvia have spent a week each summer as custodians 

and greeters at Old Hay Bay. A pipe and drum corps in costume set the mood 

at the June 22 service which marked the 230th anniversary of the arrival of the 

Loyalists at Adolphustown. 

Photo—Bill Kennedy 

 A Busy Summer 

Canada Day at Zwick’s Park—July 1, 
2014 Write-up and photos—Nick White 
The Community Archives and Historical Society had a very 

busy summer creating exhibits and taking them on the road for 

our joint displays at Belleville’s Canada Day on July 1st, 

O’Hara Mill’s Heritage Day on July 27th, and the Hastings 

County Plowing Match on August 20th to 21st. 

Gerry Boyce Night by Richard Hughes 

It was a joyous occasion on June 24th when the Historical Society presented 

Gerry Boyce Night to honour the man whose amazing and long-term contri-

butions to our Society, our city, our County and Province are unmatched. 

Over 150 friends and admirers packed the Sans-Souci banquet room for a 

lively night of memories and appreciation. Singing his praises were former 

students, friends, neighbours, Society colleagues, City Council members, and 

most importantly, his family. While it is not possible to properly say thank 

you for over 50 years of devoted service and leadership, this evening gave a 

clear demonstration of the love and appreciation this community holds for 

Gerry Boyce.  

An estimated 800 people viewed our exhibits at 

Belleville’s Canada Day, and we handed out over 500 

prizes for our “find the poster” quiz. The 130 feet of dis-

plays and games featured our new slide show “100 Years 

Ago: Hastings County Goes to War” and posters on sub-

jects such as Farley Mowat. The Canadian Red Cross 

were also there with exhibits, and Glanmore National 

Historic Site had a popular display. It was an exhausting 

but fun day for the volunteers, and great to see so many 

families visiting with their children! 

Photo—Nick White 
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Plowing Match, August 20 & 21, 2014  

Queen of  the Furrow 2009 

Natalie Doornbos 

Queen of  the Furrow 1980, 1981 & 

1982 Edna (nee Jongenotter) Barum 

Heritage Day 
at  O’Hara Mill  

July 27, 2014 

This was our first year 

participating in Heritage 

Day at the O’Hara Mill. 

Awarded a prime spot on 

the beautiful covered 

bridge, we showed the 

“Mills of Hastings Coun-

ty” and the “Agricultural 

Alongside many other vendors in 

the Hastings County tent at the 

Plowing Match, we exhibited our 

new “Queens of the Furrow” 

posters, the slide show on “100 

Years Ago: Hastings County 

Goes to War” and a new col-

oured poster set on mills. Weath-

er was a factor in the lower traf-

fic flow (and considerably more 

mud) at this event, but our exhib-

it was visited by no less than five 

queens!  That’s perhaps a record 

for us. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who staffed the events, helped with set-up and tear-down, and did the research, digitization and 

preparation for the exhibits. Photo albums of these and other events can be viewed on the Internet at http://goo.gl/RxFbyX . 

History of Hastings County” poster sets to an estimated 1,000 visitors, many of whom stopped to chat to our volunteers. 

Highlights included Dick and Marilyn Hughes in period costume and the popularity of our “sold-out” mills booklet com-

piled by Elizabeth Mitchell.   

Lennox and Addington County Museum & Archives  by  Sharon White 

Congratulations to our friends at the Lennox 

and Addington County Museum & Archives on 

the recent reopening of their renovated facilities 

in Napanee. The Archives has moved into a 

new addition to the building, with a climate-

controlled storage vault and a much larger and 

well-equipped reading room. The Museum has 

gained a new spacious reception area and beau-

tiful programming room as well as more space 

for storage and exhibits. All very impressive!  

Several members of the Society attended the 

opening events on August 22nd to 23rd, which 

also celebrated the 150th anniversary of Lennox 

and Addington County.  

http://goo.gl/RxFbyX
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Madoc at War 
By Bill Kennedy 

“Madoc at War” was the topic of Dr. Charles Godfrey’s 

presentation commemorating the centennial of World 

War I held at the Madoc Public Library this past June. 

Dr. Godfrey, born in 1917 and a resident of Madoc 

Township, was attired in his Air Force tartan kilt for the 

event. He joined the Air Force in World War II for pilot 

training, but difficulties with depth perception obliged 

him to serve instead in the medical corps. After World 

War II, he worked at Sunnybrook Hospital in Toronto 

helping veterans from both world wars.  

Dr. Godfrey’s presentation included old photographs of 

Madoc at the turn of the century and an excerpt from an 

anti-war movie film made during World War I. In the 

early days, he said, there was little news about the war in 

Madoc. In fact, most residents didn’t really believe there 

would even be a war. This soon changed, however, as 

the reported casualty lists began to grow. In the first five 

months there were over a million deaths. The new tech-

nologies of machine guns and shrapnel produced artil-

lery largely responsible for the battlefield carnage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

photographs available for viewing by the public. One 

exhibited by Dr. Godfrey showed a horse and buggy on 

Madoc’s unpaved main street with the local band going 

around the corner in the background and past them, 

someone flying a kite. It is a quintessential turn-of-the-

century scene and one begging for an artist’s paint-brush 

reproduction.  

Upcoming Events Glanmore 
National Historic Site Update 

It has been a busy summer at Glanmore but the fall is 

promising lots of activity too! Culture Days in down-

town Belleville will take place on Saturday, September 

27th. Glanmore will join other heritage organizations at 

the BDIA office with our exhibition on 40 years of res-

toration at the historic site. Back at the historic house on 

Sept. 27th Glanmore will be the host site of the opening 

ceremonies for another Culture Days event: Porchfest! 

Visit www.porchfest.ca for more information. The 

Friends of Glanmore are hosting a Harvest Tea and Tour 

on Sunday, October 5. Two seatings are available 12 and 

2:30 pm. Tickets are $25 each and are available now. 

Don’t delay reserving your tickets as this event is ex-

pected to sell out. Call Glanmore at 613-962-2329 for 

more information.  

Glanmore is looking for volunteers to help with educa-

tion programs at the museum. This rewarding volunteer 

activity involves training and then facilitation of educa-

tion programs to visiting elementary school classes. If 

this is something you might be interested in being in-

volved with contact Melissa Wakeling, Education and 

Marketing Coordinator by calling 613-962-2329 x 3653 

or email mwakeling@city.belleville.on.ca. If you want 

to stay informed about events and happenings at 

Glanmore National Historic Site, be sure to sign up for 

our free e-newsletter. Visit www.glanmore.ca/newsletter 

to subscribe.  

Dr. Charles Godfrey is seen here with MP for Prince  

Edward—Hastings Daryl Kramp who, along with many oth-

er local area residents, attended Dr. Godfrey’s World War I 

commemorative presentation “Madoc at War” this past June 

at the Madoc Public Library.  Photo—Bill Kennedy 

The presentation saw an excellent turnout with many peo-

ple bringing their families’ World War I artefacts as a 

show-and-tell complement to Dr. Godfrey’s Madoc histo-

ry. The artefacts included embroidered postcards, photo-

graphs, World War I era sheet music, a helmet and brass 

shell casing, dog tags and letters written home by the sol-

diers. One of the women told the audience that when she 

was a little girl, her father, who had been cited for bravery 

during World War I, would tell her “You’re a soldier’s 

daughter, don’t cry.”  

The Madoc Public Library archives include many old  

Dr. George Pearce views artifacts brought by local citizens 

to the Madoc Library WWI presentation event. Photo—Bill 

Kennedy 
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Unveiling of Dr. James Bertram 

Collip Historical Plaque 
By Richard Hughes 

 

Dr. James Bertram Collip, who was born in Belleville in 1892 

and rose to become one of the most important scientists Cana-

da ever produced and the hero of millions of people around 

the world who live with diabetes, was almost unknown in his 

own hometown. This flagrant injustice has now been correct-

ed with the erection of an Ontario Heritage Trust memorial 

plaque in front of the Belleville Public Library.   

The amazing story of Dr. Collip, whose family sold vegeta-

bles and flowers in the Belleville market, was brought to light 

locally by Dr. George Pearce and was turned into an action 

program by the Dr. James B. Collip Recognition Committee 

comprising Dr. Pearce, the Historical Society, Heritage Belle-

ville and the local branch of the Canadian Diabetes Associa-

tion. An application for a provincial plaque was immediately 

approved by the Ontario Heritage Trust and culminated in a 

joyous ceremony at the library on June 19th. An enthusiastic 

crowd applauded loudly as the distinguished guests unveiled 

the plaque and lauded the life-saving achievements of Dr. 

Collip. Belleville’s own co-discoverer of insulin is now per-

manently honoured in his hometown.   

 

News from the Archives 
By Sharon White 

 
Anyone who has ever moved to a new house or apartment 

probably realizes the importance of good planning. Superb-

ly good planning is needed to move an archives, which has 

a set of very specific requirements for security, care, and 

handling. Our Archives probably holds at least a million 

pieces of paper plus another million pieces of plastic 

(mainly photograph negatives), all of which have to be kept 

organized and protected from the elements that slowly 

erode them—such as changes in temperature and humidity, 

pests, pollution, light, etc. 

The new Archives facility is being carefully planned to 

have storage vaults that meet professional standards for 

preservation of archival materials. It will have shelving that 

makes the best use of the available space and is specially 

constructed to fit the dimensions of our boxes. Of course 

we also need to get the “people” areas right—with com-

fortable work areas for our visitors and for our volunteers, 

set up for accessibility, good health and safety, and the best 

general functionality. 

Plans for moving the Archives to the second floor of the 

library building have seen progress over the past few 

months. Architect Ray Zaback developed a concept design 

and met twice with the Archives volunteers to work out 

some of the details. Preparation of the final drawings is 

underway now, in readiness for the tender process to hire a 

contractor for the renovations.   

The Archives was lucky to have a summer student working 

in the Archives this year. Charles Hunt came to us with a 

solid background in Information Studies and archival work, 

and he has done some excellent work here. We said our 

goodbyes at the end of August. Thank you, Charles, we’ll 

think of you when we use those finding aids!  A few final 

words from him: 

Article By Charles Hunt 

For those of you who don't 

know me—and even for those 

who do, I'm Charles Hunt, and 

I've been the Summer Archives 

Assistant at the Community Ar-

chives of Belleville and Has-

tings County for the past three 

months. I was hired by the City 

of Belleville, with the aid of a 

grant from the Young Canada 

Works program, to immerse myself in the archival field, 

and this resulted in the most valuable work experience of 

my life thus far. I was given the challenge of processing 

some of the Hastings County Historical Society textual 

records collection.  

This project involved identifying biographical and organi-

zational headings for the documents in the collection, ar-

ranging the documents according to their contents and na-

ture, writing descriptive finding aids so that they can be 

retrieved electronically, and connecting the existing system 

with the work I am doing to make the records navigable for 

those who use them. I see this as building upon the work 

that has already been done by a fantastic and enthusiastic 

group of people. In my opinion, this will increase the re-

gion's exposure to researchers by putting the right infor-

mation in the right hands at the right time, in a variety of 

mediums and formats.  

I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude to the 
staff, volunteers, and membership of the Archives and the 

Hastings County Historical Society for making me feel at 

home, putting up with me, and teaching me along the way. 
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Exciting Plans for  

Annual Banquet 2014! 
 

To present a fitting commemoration of the begin-

ning of World War I and our local participation, the 

Historical Society has joined forces with the Has-

tings & Prince Edward Regiment Museum to stage 

a spectacular event at our Annual Banquet on Sat-

urday, October 25th. The evening will feature mu-

sic, both military and popular, from the early 1900s. 

You will have the opportunity to examine amazing 

new historical photo displays recounting the stories 

of local men and women who served in the military 

and as nurses at the front. You will see artefacts 

from the war years and posters exhorting Canadians 

to take part in the war effort. All this will help to set 

the mood for a fitting remembrance.  

 

Our special guest 

speaker on this occa-

sion will be Mr. Jack 

Granatstein, one of 

Canada’s foremost 

historians, specializ-

ing in political and 

military history. He 

will focus on what 

he describes as “Our 

Greatest Victory: 

Canada’s 100 Days 

1918.” He will ex-

plain how Canadians 

came to lead the  

hard-hitting attacks of the last 100 days of the war 

and how this had a major impact on the outcome of 

that war and on the future conduct of war, including 

that in World War II. 

 

The banquet, to be held on Saturday, October 25th 

at the Travelodge Hotel, will feature a special three-

course dinner, designed by Executive Chef Connie 

Moore. Tickets are available at the Quinte Arts 

Council office at 45 Bridge Street East, at the Herit-

age Centre in Cannifton and from Richard Hughes 

at 613-961-7772. The event begins with a social 

hour from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., followed by dinner at 

7:15 p.m. Ticket price is $65. 

 

Passing of a Former President of 

the Society 
 

The Society notes, with sad-

ness, the passing of a long-

time supporter of local his-

tory, Mr. John (Jack) Ander-

son, who served as president 

in 1988–89. Mr. Anderson, 

considered by all to be a true 

gentleman, passed away on 

June 30, 2014 at the age of 

91 years. During his term as 

president of the Society, Mr. 

Anderson led efforts to ex-

pand corporate sponsorship 

to over a dozen local organi-

zations. His executive in-

cluded Bill Hunt, Bernard 

Wright, Beth Green, Marion 

Fisher and Adele Dibben. 

Many of our long-term members will recall Mr. Anderson 

and his work for our Society.  

Great New Books for  

Fall Reading 
The Historical Society has added two fascinating 

new books to our Publications for Sale for your fall 

reading pleasure.    

Paul Kirby’s new book, The Trail of Broken 

Hearts, provides insights into the surveying, build-

ing and settling of the Hastings Road from the Tu-

dor/Madoc townships through the early settlements 

of North Hastings County. While today much of the 

old Hastings Road features abandoned houses and 

barns and overgrown structures, originally this was 

a dynamic project to link the villages through cen-

tral and northern Hastings County. Kirby’s book 

makes for interesting reading. 180 pages $20.  

Joe Alcorn’s Boy by William D. Hanthorn contin-

ues on from the story of Anna Leveridge in Your 

Loving Anna and the account of farm life in the Coe 

Hill area in the late 1800s. In Joe Alcorn’s Boy, we 

follow Hanthorn growing up in North Hastings in 

the early 1900s to the family’s new life in the south-

ern part of Hastings County at Carrying Place. 137 

pages $18. 

Jack Anderson in 1989 

HCHS Photo Album 
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Topic:  History of Batawa 
 

Speaker: Heather Candler 
 

Candler, General Manager of Batawa De-

velopment Corporation, will present a  

history of Batawa as it relates to Thomas  

Bata and his shoe empire. 
 

  Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Quinte Living Centre Auditorium 

  (North Corner Door) 

            370 Front Street, Belleville 
 

Bring a friend!  

Website: www.hastingshistory.ca 
Email: president@hastingshistory.ca  
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Presentation 

A Note from the Co-editors  
Final submissions of articles and photos for the Octo-

ber Outlook newsletter are due Wednesday, September  

24. Early submissions are most welcome. 

Mailing date for the Outlook is on October 6. 

Note to Authors 

By submitting material to be printed in the Outlook, 

the author confirms that he/she holds both legal and 

moral rights to the material, and grants full copyright 

to the Hastings County Historical Society to use and 

reproduce this material in perpetuity, in any form. 

The author also understands that such material may 

become part of the Society’s archival collections, 

and be accessible to the public through the Commu-

nity Archives. 

The opinions expressed in articles submitted to the 

Outlook are those of the author and do not necessari-

ly reflect the views of the Hastings County Historical 

Society, its Board or its members. 


