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All aboard for railroad memories
Railwayman Tom Allison loaded us 

aboard the Historical Society Special on 
January 21 and chugged down the track of 
nostalgia. He’s retired from the railway, 
of course, but once a railwayman, always 
a railwayman. And loyal to the company, 
too. He chided President Orland French 
for wearing a CP engineer’s hat because 
Tom was an employee of Canadian Na
tional.

To prove he was on the job, Tom showed 
a picture of him standing, ready and in 
uniform, outside a special train parked 
on Pinnacle Street. He described how the 
trains used to run down the side of Pinna
cle to Meyers Pier before the tracks were 
moved to the centre of the street. The Pin
nacle Street route also served as an emer
gency detour for both CN and CP trains
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whenever there was a blockage on the 
main lines.

His topic for the evening was Quinte 
Railways, and Tom ran us down to Pic- 
ton and up to Bancroft and beyond on the 
Central Ontario Railway. He gave us a 
little tour of the Bay of Quinte Railway, 
which he believes was one of the neatest 
little railways in the area. If you go to 
Bannockburn and search the bushes off 
the highway, you can find the remains of 
an old turntable and engine house.

Entrepreneurs of yesterday were like the 
dot.com promoters of today, he said, al
ways dreaming of running their little rail
way beyond the furthest horizons. Such 
were the Napanee, Tamworth and Quebec 
Railway, or the Kingston, Westport and 
Sault Ste. Marie.

The Irondale, Bancroft and Ottawa bare
ly staggered into Bancroft from Irondale 
before dropping of exhausted resources. 
The same with the COR, which ran out 
of money a few kilometres short of J. R. 
Booth’s line through Algonquin Park. The 
Belleville and North Hastings ran only 
from Madoc Junction near Stirling to El-

Mackenzie Bowell

dorado, providing a link from North Hast
ings to Belleville, although it didn’t ac
tually go to either location. It was a 
scheme promoted by entrepreneurs Mack
enzie Bowell and Billa Flint.

Many local railways had nicknames. 
The Kingston and Pembroke, for instance, 
was known as the Kick and Push.

They were notoriously slow, which 
didn’t matter much when they carried 
freight. But passengers soon forgot that 
the former alternative had been horse and 
buggy rides over bumpy gravel roads, and 
they complained about the railways’ snail- 
like pace through the forests of eastern 
Ontario.

As highways and cars improved, pas
sengers gave up on the railways. Trucks 
hauled freight and by the 1960s and 
1970s, CN and CP gave up on trying to 
make a dollar on the branch lines. Some 
lines had been marginal operations at the 
best of times. Today just two railways 
continue to operate through Quinte, both 
of them carrying freight only. Via, the 
passenger service, carries people, but not 
nearly as many as Highway 401.

Billa Flint.



How the Grand Trunk Railway 
came to Belleville
The Coming of Railroad
by Gerald E. Boyce

October 27,1856, was an historic day for nineteenth 
century Hastings County. On that day a distinguished 
group of local dignitaries supported by hundreds of 
district onlookers, many of them wondering chil
dren, witnessed the arrival of the first railroad train 
at Belleville. The Iron Horse, as it was to be known 
affectionately, ushered in a new era for Hastings 
County— an era of rapid transportation. Montreal and 
Toronto were now only hours away.

Although there had been talk of constructing a 
railroad from Cobourg to Peterborough as early as 
1831, Canada’s first operational railroad had been the 
Champlain and St. Lawrence railway. A portage line, 
it linked the Montreal area with St. John’s on the 
Richelieu River, a distance of less than fifteen miles. 
Following its historic first trip on July 21, 1836, 
interest grew in railroading and the railroad dream
ers began to envisage a system of railroads to link 
the chief Canadian towns and villages. In December, 
1836, The Intelligencer came out strongly in favour 
of a railroad from Belleville to Madoc and Marmora.
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The cost was estimated at £28,000, but as the editor 
pointed out, the “extensive Iron Mines in the rear 
part of the County of Hastings would become a mine 
of wealth to Belleville.” Unfortunately, the cost esti
mates steadily increased as experienced surveyors 
studied the proposed routes. R. L. Innes set the cost of 
this 46 mile line at £225,000 in 1859. Such a sum was 
not available and this, coupled with friction between 
groups campaigning for rival routes, prevented the 
successful inauguration of the “Moira Valley Route” 
before Confederation. Moreover, many businessmen 
along the Front of Hastings County were more con
cerned with the east-west route than they were with 
the northern one, feeling the latter to be a secondary 
or branch line to be undertaken after the centres along 
the north shore of Lake Ontario had been united by 
rail.

As early as 1845, meetings were held in connec
tion with a proposed Toronto to Kingston Railroad. A 
general committee meeting for this railroad was held 
on October 23, 1845 in the county court room at Bel
leville, described by the Kingston press as “the most 
central Town on the intended line.” Delegates from 
Kingston came by boat, being met by a large number 
of interested persons from Belleville and points west. 
John Counter of Kingston was chosen chairman of 
the general committee of the Wolfe Island, Kingston 
and Toronto Railroad Company and a sub-committee 
was formed in each of the districts to keep up public
ity, undertake surveys, and raise money.

Further encouragement was to be found in the reac
tion of Hastings County residents to a second meeting 
held at noon on the same day. At this “GREAT RAIL
ROAD MEETING” chaired by Edmund Murney 
M.L.A., with George Benjamin as secretary, resolu
tions in support of the railroad were moved by Fran
cis McAnnany, Dr. Hope, Dr. Lister, Henry Corby 
and several other prominent citizens, some of whom 
also spoke of a branch line to Marmora where con
vict labour might be used to work the mines and 
the iron might then be taken to Belleville to be 
manufactured. These resolutions passed with “great 
enthusiasm”, whereupon the members of the general 
committee adjourned to Harper’s Hotel and “after 
a capital dinner, exerted themselves with spirit and 
success in making time fly until the arrival of the 
boat.” Concluded the Kingston paper: “Let every one 
think of the Railroad, speak of the Railroad, and all 
who can write of the Railroad. Agitate! Agitate! Agi
tate!”

Gradually the concept of a Kingston to Toronto Rail
road expanded to encompass a Prescott to Toronto 
Railroad, which scheme Hastings County Council

in 1851 stood prepared to support by subscribing 
£35,000 in stock. Out of these railroad schemes grew 
the idea of the Grand Trunk Railway. Chartered in 
1852, and largely financed by British capital, this line 
was ready between Toronto and Montreal in time for 
the inaugural run on October 27, 1856. The adver
tisements proclaimed that the trains ran on Montreal 
time which was fourteen and one-half minutes faster 
than Belleville time, a problem solved only in 1884 
when Sandford Fleming’s idea of standard time zones 
was accepted at an international conference.

These early trains only distantly resembled the 
modern trains. The coaches were open platformed 
and hand-braked. A stove at each end of the coach 
provided warmth, and kerosene wall lamps provided 
some light. “The toilet facilities were primitive but 
considered adequate for the period.” Nevertheless, the 
first trains attracted much favourable attention and 
excursions to Toronto were organized from Oshawa, 
Belleville and other centres. The maximum speed of 
35 miles an hour was slow by modern standards, 
but rapid by comparison to stage coach travel of the 
1850’s where 75 miles a day was a good rate of 
speed.

Belleville has always had a close tie with the Grand 
Trunk Railway, now a part of the Canadian National 
Railway system. John Bell of Belleville was the first 
solicitor of the Grand Trunk Railway and played an 
important role in shaping the company’s policies. 
During the years of construction, Belleville was a 
surveying and contracting centre, and in 1855 the 
town was named an official divisional point, a small 
switching yard being laid out. One of the Grand 
Trunk’s first three locomotive shops was located at 
Belleville, under the management of Samuel Phipps. 
By 1864, about one hundred persons were employed 
at the shops and yards and the station was described 
as “one of the most profitable on the line”. More
over, because the early trains did not run on Sundays, 
the train leaving Toronto Saturday evening stopped at 
Belleville. The Grand Trunk operations at Belleville 
continued to expand, and this centre and Brockville 
remained the divisional points on the 335 miles of 
main line from Montreal to Toronto. Later, employ
ment would pass the 1,000 mark and Belleville would 
become the headquarters of the Canadian National 
Railway Rideau District, though many railroaders 
still speak affectionately of the railroad as the Grand 
Trunk.

Chapeter 20 excerpted from Historic Hastings by 
Gerald E Boyce

published by Hastings County Council 1967



LANMORE
National Historic Site

257 Bridge Street East,
. . . Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4Celebrating <

30 Years
Share Your Memories 

of Glanmore!
In celebration of Glanmore’s 30th anniver

sary as a museum staff are setting out to collect your 
'memories of this remarkable building. Many visitors to ' 

'Glanmore National Historic Site tell us their memories of\ 
/Glanmore through the years. Stories may range from simply^ 
delivering newspapers here, sleepovers with the Faulkner chil
dren, to museum visits as school children. Memories may/ 
\be added to a book during the Heritage Day Open House/ 

\and at museum events throughout the year, or, send theny 
\to Glanmore National Historic Site of Canada, 257/ 

fridge Street East, Belleville, ON K8N 1P4 or Cy 
lail: cmwakeling@citybelleville.com;>

Heritage Day Open 
House

Monday, February 
17, 2003 

1:30 to 4 p.m. 
Free admission, 

tours, refreshments 
and more!

Call (613) 962-2329 
for information.%

On July 7, 1973 Glan
more National Historic 
Site of Canada, then 
known as the Hastings 
County Museum, offi
cially opened its doors as 
a museum. The museum 
had previously been lo
cated in the former 
Registry Office, on the 
west side of Church 
Street, across from Bel
leville Collegiate In
stitute and Vocational 
School (BCIVS) in 
downtown Belleville. 
Glanmore’s grand open
ing ceremony was attend
ed by Miss Docter (niece 
of Anna Salaman), mem
bers of the Royal Ca
nadian Mounted Police, 
Mrs. Phillipa Faulkner 
(last family member to 
own the home before it 
became a museum) as 
well as a representative

Heritage Week - February 17 to 23, 2003
This year Heritage Week honours the Heritage of Our Town. This 

theme will showcase civic heritage, including city halls, libraries, 
courthouses, exhibition buildings and community arenas. There 
is a wealth of civic heritage in Ontario for us to celebrate. Find 
out how Heritage Week is being celebrated across the province 
at <http://www.culture.gov.on.ca>. The Heritage Canada Founda
tion has developed a poster and an accompanying Teacher’s Guide 
on this theme. The Teacher’s Guide includes histories and descrip
tions of heritage places plus classroom exercises, suggested read
ings, and web site links. Guides and posters are available free of 
charge from the Heritage Canada Foundation in limited quantities 
to teachers, youth leaders, and heritage organizations. To order Her
itage Canada Posters and guides contact Chris Defayette at (613) 
237-1066 or by e-mail: <heritageday@heritagecanada.org>.

Museum Celebrates 
30th Anniversary in 2003

from the Ministry of In
dian Affairs, then head
ed by Jean Chretien. The 
ceremony included a per
formance of songs by the 
Belleville Choral Soci
ety, followed by the un
veiling of a plaque which 
designated the stately 
Second Empire architec
ture as being of national 
significance. The staff at 
Glanmore invite you to 
join in the celebrations 
of this landmark year in 
the history of the mu
seum! Special events in 
celebration of the anni
versary will take place 
throughout the year. The 
Friends of Glanmore are 
producing a souvenir 
book of Glanmore Na
tional Historic Site to 
mark the anniversary. 
The book will be released 
later in the year.

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May June, September, 
October and November for t ie  friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society 
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 

T h ankyo u t) The Community Presstoc its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the March 2003 issue is February 21,2003
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