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We look 
forward to 
seeing you

On Saturday, 
February 18. at the 

Heritage Week 
display at the Bay 
View Mall. We will 
be joined by many 
other groups with 

interesting and 
informative exhibits.
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The Hastings County Historical Society
The rise and fall of Consolidated Canadian
The canning industry in Prince Edward County
by Beth Green

The January 17 meeting took 
place at 8:00 p.m. in the au
ditorium of the Quinte Living 
Centre, with our new presi
dent, Elizabeth Mitchell, in the 
chair. She introduced the 
members of the new board to 
the meeting, with their duties, 
as follows:

The Reverend Maurice 
McLeod and Barbara 
Coulman will share the vice 
presidency, with Barbara also 
assuming publicity duties and 
continuing as representative to 
the Quinte Arts Council. 
Leona Hendry, past president, 
is taking on both the treasur
er’s and membership secre
tary’s tasks. Secretary is Diane 
Zegouras, who continues as 
education chair. Bill Hunt is 
in charge of programming. 
The Minus 100 portion of the 
meetings is convened by Dr. 
Ken Douglas. Lewis 
Zandbergen is the new editor 
of Outlook. Edna Wright is 
also a new board member. 
Other committee heads carry
ing on are Betsy Boyce - Pic
ture Archives; Lois Foster - 
Building Research, and Ann 
Rowe - Genealogy. Elizabeth 
Mitchell also continues as 
chair of the Print Archives.

The minus 100 portion of the 
meeting was prepared by Ken 
Douglas and read by Maurice 
McLeod in Ken’s absence.

Maurice then changed hats 
and introduced the guest 
speaker for the evening, Doug
las Crawford, a long-time resi
dent of Prince Edward County. 
His topic was “The Canning 
Industry in Prince Edward 
County.” His interest and thor
ough research into this subject,

as well as many other commu
nity interests, gained him the 
County’s Chamber of Com
merce “Citizen of the Year” 
award in 1993. He has also 
contributed many articles on 
this subject to County maga
zine.

He related that Wellington 
Boulter opened the first can
ning factory inPicton in 1882, 
and another on his farm near 
Demorestville in 1885. Sub
sequently a proliferation of 
small canning operations 
opened for local crops: peas, 
tomatoes, com and pumpkin 
principally, as well as small 
fruits. Chicken was also 
canned.

In 1903, Boulter, A.C. Miller 
and eleven other companies in 
Ontario formed Consolidated 
Canadian Canners, which be
came a powerful Canadian 
conglomerate. In 1910 the 
name changed to Dominion 
Canners. They bought out sev
eral small local companies. In 
1923 the name was changed 
to Canadian Canners, which 
absorbed several more small 
canning factories in this area. 
It closed in 1956.

Mr. Crawford related anec
dotes of humorous events and 
pranks which occurred during 
the long relationship between 
the canning company opera
tors and the producing farm
ers. However, many o f the 
farmers felt themselves eco
nomically disadvantaged by 
the power of the canning com
pany’s controls. Canners were 
able to prosper during the war 
years, and in 1941 a million 
and half cases of tomatoes and 
pumpkins were shipped out of 
the county. But in postwar

years imports overwhelmed 
local growers. Powerful Del 
Monte o f California bought 
out Canadian Canners and 
closed down all its canning 
factories.

Only one canning company 
has survived out of the total of 
about 60 canners over the last 
one hundred years. Sprague 
Foods Ltd is processing beans 
of many varieties and from all 
over the world. With their 
move to Belleville in the near 
future, there will be no canning 
companies left from this once 
thriving industry in Prince 
Edward County. Supermar
kets, frozen foods and automa
tion, all contributed to the 
demise.

Mr Crawford had on display 
several books showing his col
lection of canning labels, span
ning many years and many 
companies, as well as several 
ancient cans with labels still 
intact. A.J. Casson, famous 
artist with the Group of Seven 
has stated that he designed 
such labels while with a Ham
ilton lithographing firm, as did 
several o f his fellow artists 
with Toronto lithographers. 
Some labels were particularly 
evocative o f  the early work of 
some o f ‘T he Group’s” artists, 
with the Art Nouveau influ
ence of the early 20th century 
evident.

The enthusiasm of the view
ers of the collection and the 
many questions from the au
dience, indicated that the can
ning industry in the county had 
played a part in the back
ground o f many people lo 
cally.

Mr. Crawford was thanked 
by Barbara Coulman.

The Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N



L o o k in g  a t  b o o k s Harvests P a s th  Lew“  Za"dbe's“
written by Pat and Frances 
Patterson
published by Boston Mills 
Press
154 pages, indexed, bibliog
raphy, profusely illustrated

So what is a scorp anyway? 
And what on earth is the dif
ference between a peavey 
and a cant hook?

If these are questions that 
have plagued you as you 
cruise rural auctions, fear no 
more to tread where more ex
perienced bidders hover, 
waiting for just the right an
tique farm or household im
plement to add to their col
lections.
Harvests Past by Pat and 

Frances Patterson is a feast

for the eyes. Its over 150 
pages are dedicated to the 
fanciers of mid-Victorian 
collectors’ items; not just any 
collectors’ items—but espe
cially those connected with 
farming practices of the 1860 
to 1875 period. Although the 
book is subtitled Domestic 
and Agricultural Hand Tools 
and Rural Life in the Ottawa 
Valley 1860-1875, a quick

glance through the pages 
will confirm that rural life 
was not much different 
there than it was further 
west. Identical or very simi
lar tools can be found at 
almost any rural auction in 
the Hastings, Prince 
Edward and Northumber
land counties area.
The Pattersons have spent 

much Of the past scouring 
antique sales, auction sales 
and flea markets to enlarge 
their collection of pre- and 
post-Confederation arti
facts. And as the myriad 
photographs attest, their 
collection contains repre
sentative items from almost 
all facets of rural life.

B eg in n in g  
with a brief his
tory of the Ot- 
.tawa Valley, 
the authors 
launch into a 
description of 
various tools 
and it quickly 
becomes appar
ent that this is 
no mere flash in 
the pan hobby; 
the Pattersons 
have dedicated 
their lives to 
searching out 
the unusual as 
well as the 
mundane in 

their travels.
What sets this book apart 

from others in a similar vein 
is the background informa
tion. Not only do the au
thors tell you what common 
items are called, they ex
plain their uses.

Consider the lowly scorp. 
It looks like a small circu
lar hoe with the blade set 
at a right angle to the han

dle, the sharpened edge 
facing the user. Drawn to
ward the user, its primary 
use was in the forming of 
chair seats and butter bowls 
or other small wooden 
bowls.
The peavey and the cant 

hook share a European ori
gin but an American black
smith, named John Peavey 
(what else), added the 
“spike” from 
a pole known 
as a “jam 
pike” to the 
end of a cant 
hook creating 
a tool that 
could be used 
to not only 
roll logs 
around but 
also to push 
and pry logs 
free from a 
jam during 
spring log 
drives.

From adzes 
to yokes, this 
slim volume 
packs an in- 
c r e d i b l e  
amount of in
fo rm a tio n  
into its pages and would be 
a definite asset to collec
tors’ libraries. Whether the 
authors are describing the 
making of a splint broom or 
providing the details of the 
sawyer’s pit, the narrative 
is never dull or condescend
ing.

However, as informative 
and enlightening as the 
book is, I experienced mi
nor irritation with several 
instances of improper punc
tuation and one or two 
spelling inconsistencies. 
The given naime of one of

Ottawa’s significant pio
neers, a Mr. Wright, is 
spelled differently in at least 
two cases—on one page it’s 
“Philomen” and on another 
it’s “Philemon.” In several 
cases, full stops (periods) 
are placed incorrectly out
side quotation marks. As I 
said, these are but minor ir
ritations and the worth of 
the volume by far tran

scends the problems.
After renovating and liv

ing in a Victorian Ottawa 
house, the authors now 
make their home in Prince 
Edward County in an 1820s 
post and beam farmhouse 
which they have lovingly 
restored.
This slim volume has been 

overproduced and its pub
lishers are now offering the 
book at a discount price. 
Simply write The Boston 
Mills Press, 132 Main 
Street, Erin, Ontario, NOB 
1T0.



I’m my own Grandpa?
“I’m my own Grandpa.
Sound’s silly I know
But it really is so.
I’m my own grandpa.”

I remember the words 
and tune of that song from 
more than a few years ago, 
but had never seen it ex
plained until a recent col
umn by Barney 
Moorhouse in The 
Bancroft Times. It re 
printed an item submitted 
by a reader in November, 
1902. If you’re a family 
historian, try plotting the 
relationships on a genea
logical chart.

“I married a widow who 
had a daughter. My father 
visited my house fre
quently, fell in love, and 
married my step-daughter. 
Thus my father became my 
son-in-law, and my step
daughter became my 
mother, because she was 
my father’s wife. My step
daughter has a son; he is, 
of course, my brother and 
at the same time my grand
child, for he is the son of 
my daughter. My wife is 
my grandmother. I am my 
wife’s husband and grand
child at the same time, and 
as the husband of a per
son’s grandmother is his 
grandfather, I am my own 
grandfather.”

Did you follow it?

Sir Mackenzie Bowell has
been the subject of two de
tailed articles by Jennifer 
Bell in The Intelligencer.

Betsy Boyce, the picture 
archivist of our society and 
an expert on Bowell, pro
vided much of the informa- 

't io n . Bowell is attracting 
much attention this year, 
because it marks his cen

tennial as prime minister 
of Canada. His term in of
fice was short, 1894 to 
1896, but it was longer 
than the terms of three re
cent prime ministers: Joe, 
John and Kim. Hopefully, 
there will be special events 
to mark this anniversary.

The Bancroft Times 
sheds light on Bo well’s ac
tivities. “Times Traveller” 
columns recall that while 
hunting ducks on Lake 
Winnipegosis in 1902 he 
bagged nine in two shots, 
and the following year he 
was elected president of a 
pork packing company at 
B elleville. (Talk about 
“pork-barrel” politics!) 
TTie Bancroft paper carried 
news of Bowell because he 
had been the MP for North 
Hastings for many years.

Heritage Belleville will 
be recognizing Bowell 
during Belleville City 
Council’s meeting on Her

itage Day, February 20. A 
picture of Bowell will be 
presented to council to 
hang in the Sir Mackenzie 
Bowell Room.

Other Heritage Week 
Events in February in 
clude the Heritage Show
case at Belleville’s Bay 
View Mall on Saturday, 
February 18; an ACO 
event on Sunday, February 
19; a Brown Bag Lunch at 
the Corby Library on 
Wednesday, February 22, 
with the Heritage 
Belleville Research Team 
outlining steps in research
ing a building; and a Her
itage Belleville Open 
House at City Hall from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. on Wednes
day, February 22.

Susanna Moodie is the
subject of a 32-page arti
cle by John Thurston in 
Canadian Poetry, No. 35, 
Fall/Winter, 1994. Entitled

The Casket of Truth: the 
Social Significance of 
Susanna Moodie’s Spir
itual Dilemmas, the article 
is based on Letters o f a 
Lifetime (by Mike 
Peterman et al) and such 
other documents as the 
minute-book o f the 
Congregationalist congre
gation at Belleville, 1844- 
1847. This recently do

nated manuscript in the ar
chives of the H astings 
County Museum explains 
how Susanna and Dunbar 
fell out of favour with the 
small congregation. Said to 
be among “those who walk 
disorderly,” the M oodies 
were “excom m unicated 
from Church fellowship and 
privileges.” “Expelled” was 
added to the signatures at the 
front of the minute book. 
Also frequently cited as a 
source for information is 
Betsy Boyce’s The Rebels 
of Hastings. John Thurston 
has written a fascinating ac
count of the Moodie’s rela
tions with the spirit world.

Spectacular Justice: The 
Circus on Trial and the Trial 
as Circus, Picton, 1903, is 
the title of a paper delivered 
to the Canadian Historical 
Association. W ritten by 
Carolyn Strange of Carleton 
University and Tina Loo of 
Simon Fraser University, 
it’s the captivating 44-page 
story of a fatal stabbing that 
occurred as the Pan-Ameri
can Circus was packing its 
tents and herding its animals 
back into the train cars. The 
case attracted widespread at
tention in the Ontario press. 
Perhaps Carolyn could tell 
our Society about the trial 
of Side Show Shorty. She 
noes that it occurred “at a 
pivotal moment in Picton’s 
history, as it underwent a 
transition from an agricul
tural and m anufacturing 
centre to a sleepy, tourist ha
ven.”

The Bancroft Times of De
cember 10 was a collector’s 
issue. It marked the 100th 
anniversary o f the paper. 
Congratulations.



Your County 
Museum

PAPER QUILLING AT THE MUSEUM
The museum will be offering a new paper quilling education 
programme in February. This craft uses strips of rolled paper to 
create ornate and beautiful pictures. This programme is possible 
because of the special skills of one of our volunteers, Debbie 
Crouse. Many thanks to Debbie for sharing her knowledge and 
time. There will be a special public workshop on April 2 for any 
adults interested in learning this Victorian craft.
Paper quilling volunteer workshop 
The volunteer workshop for the paper quilling education 
programme will be held on Thursday, February 2, 9:30-11:30 a.m

Yes!
I would like to renew 
my membership

BRIDGE 
PARTY

Join the Hastings County Mu
seum Auxiliary on February 22 
for an afternoon of bridge. Aux
iliary members will serve a 
lunch followed by refreshments 
and cards. Tickets are available 
during the afternoons at the mu
seum at a cost of $12.00; ad
vanced tickets only. For more 
information or reservations call 
Jean Smith at 962-3630

Individual
Family
Senior/Student 
Senior Family 
Corporate 
Life
Women’s Institute

Name
Address

$15.00 ( ) 
$20.00 ( ) 

$10.00 ( ) 

$15.00 ( ) 
$50.00 ( ) 

$150.00 ( ) 
$15.00 ( )

HERITAGE
DAY

Join the staff of the 
Hastings County 

Museum and other local 
heritage organizations 

at the Bay View Mall on 
Saturday, February 18. 
Heritage displays and 
information will be set 
up throughout the mall 

in celebration of 
Heritage Day, Monday, 
February 20. We look 
forward to seeing you 

there!

NEW EXHIBIT 
DESIGNER
The staff of the 

Hastings County 
Museum would like 
to welcome our new 

exhibit designer 
Rosanne Duke. 

Rosanne brings a 
diverse range of 
experience to the 

museum and we look 
forward to working 

with her.

Please indicate the category o f membership you wish 
and mail this form with payment to:

Loyalist College placements
The staff pf the Hastings County Museum welcome two 
Loyalist students on placement for the winter semester. 
Terry Hawley, who is returning after a successful 
placement last semester, and Anita Charlebois, are both 
in General Arts and Science. Terry will be working with 
the collection and its documentation, while Anita will be 
involved with education programmes.

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and 
Members of the Hastings County Historical Society

Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 
1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1

The Hastings County Historical Society is a registered charity. 
Offcial receipts for income tax purposes will be mailed with 

your membership card.
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