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It was a year packed with history
by Lewis Zandbergen

Whether your interests in
cluded the history of medicine, 
the search for ancestors or the 
tale of a trip around Lake On
tario in 1863, you were almost 
certain to have your curiosity 
satisfied with the range of guest 
speakers provided during 1996 
meetings of The Hastings 
County Historical Society.

The year began on a raucous 
note at the Wharf Street Debat
ing Club, long a bastion of po
litical discussion and salty talk. 
Eugene Lang was the guest 
speaker and he laid out in me
ticulous detail the goings-on in 
the club which has been a 
Belleville fixture since about 
1909. In 1986 aclub milestone 
was reached when candidates 
for that year’s election were al-
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lowed inside. One can only 
wonder what the coming politi
cal divisions will mean for the 
club but knowing it has seen 
almost a century of change, de
velopments are certain to be 
taken in stride.

Changes in 200 years of medi
cine in the Quinte Area were 
highlighted when Doctor Bmce 
Morgan spoke at the society’s 
February meeting. Belleville 
saw its first doctor arrive in 1801 
and Quinte area patients have 
been well cared for ever since. 
Illustrious careers on the local 
scene were marked by Doctor 
William Canniff, the Cronk fa
ther and son team and Doctors 
Bert and George Faulkner. A 
video montage of well-known 
local medical persons ended 
Doctor Morgan’s presentation.

Civil War in the United States 
didn’t deter a sailing trip around 
Lake Ontario for a band of ad
venturers in 1863. Archie 
Lamonte, a long-time member 
of the Hastings County Histori
cal Society, came across a jour
nal written by a crew member 
of the Breeze. Slides of colour
ful drawings from the journal 
highlighted Mr. Lamonte’s talk. 
After the trip around the lake and 
visiting ports like Consecon, 
Presqu’ile and Picton, among 
others, the Breeze and her crew 
headed for Sackets Harbor, New 
York, and toured the town much 
like “spies.” A stop in Rochester, 
New York, featured a tour of that 
city’s newly designed cemetery.

Jennifer Bunting was the fea
tured speaker for the April meet
ing. An archivist for the Lennox 
and Addington Museum in 
Napanee, Ms. Bunting delivered 
an interesting talk on the vari

ous flags which have flown 
over the province. From the 
time of the French to the con
troversy surrounding the adop
tion of the Maple Leaf flag in 
1963, Ms. Bunting provided 
a lively and educational 
glimpse at the flags of Ontario.

Peter Zandbergen did double 
duty this year serving as a both 
the June and September guest 
speaker. In the June meeting 
Peter ably presented a slide 
show featuring old pictures of 
Stirling, Ontario. Various 
views of familiar streets and 
a short history of the sites pro
vided an illuminating slice of 
history. In the September 
meeting he spoke on geneal
ogy and the exciting part the 
advent of computer technol
ogy can play in the research 
and compiling of information. 
With the assistance of Ann 
Rowe, Peter unrolled a 20-foot 
example of his family tree; he 
can trace his lineage back to 
the early 17th century through 
the maternal side of the fam
ily. Peter was thanked for his 
informative topic and spent 
some time answering audience 
questions.

The Commodores were and 
still are an integral part of the 
Quinte area music scene. At 
the October meeting Stan 
Wiggins traced the history of 
the local “big band” with 
members of the audience add
ing snippets of remembrances 
from time to time. From the 
Oak Lake Casino to the Park 
Pavilion, the Commodores 
have played them all. The hey
day of the band came during 
the time it spent at its own 
club, the Commodore Club

naturally, at the Belleville Fair
grounds. Stan reminisced about 
past members of the orchestra 
and assured everyone that the 
band still receives bookings; ap
parently the “big band sound” 
is still quite popular.

The last speaker on the 1996 
slate of guests was Professor 
Michael Peterman. Professor 
Peterman has co-authored a 
book about the life and times of 
Catherine Parr Traill as seen 
through her letters. He remarked 
on the difficulty Mrs. Traill had 
living in her more famous sis
ter’s (Susanna Moodie) shadow 
but she was nonetheless a pro
ficient author having published 
almost a dozen works in Great 
Britain before she immigrated 
to Canada. She published many 
books, articles and essays in 
Canada and was considered one 
of the country’s most important 
19th century botanists. Her last 
book, Cot and Cradle Stories, 
was published when she was 93 
years old and at her death she 
was the oldest author in the Brit
ish Empire.

The new year will bring an 
exciting lineup of guest speak
ers beginning with Bob Leslie 
of Leslies’ Shoes. He will be 
speaking about the history of 
Leslies’ from 1919 to 1997. In 
February the topic will be the 
Quinte Curling Club and the 
guest speaker will be William 
E. Reilly, while the March meet- 
ing will feature Changes in 
Agriculture with speaker Keith 
M atthie. The society is also 
working with several other area 
groups to bring Ron Brown, of 
Ghost Towns In Ontario fame, 
to a special meeting in the 
spring. Watch for details.
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From the editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
Opportunity Road

written by F.R. Berchem 
published by Natural Herit- 
age/Natural History 
190 pages, illustrated, notes, 
bibliography, indexed

How many times do you 
walk the streets of your mu
nicipality and really pay at
tention to every little detail 
and note the changes which 
take place one day, week, 
month or year to the next? 
One of the most famous 
streets in the world has now 
had its story told; it’s a tale 
every bit as tantalizing as any 
biography.
Yonge Street, which holds the 

record for being the world’s 
longest street (officially recog
nized by Guinness Book of 
Records), was planned by 
Lieutenant Governor John 
Graves Simcoe; its original 
purpose was to serve as a mili
tary route between Lake On
tario in the south and Lake 
Simcoe in the north. Begun in 
1794, it has seen over two cen
turies of constant use and has 
been host to a multitude of 
businesses and stately homes. 
It has probably been every
thing a street could be and no 
one knows what its future 
holds in store.

Little remains of the old 
Yonge S treet but reading 
Berchem’s book, which is his 
second on the street’s history 
(the first, Yonge Street Story

1793-1860, is sold out), is like 
taking a walk down a familiar 
thoroughfare with a grandfa- 
therly figure telling stories about 
the street and its inhabitants. 
Berchem has a way with narra
tive which provides plenty of in
formation in a relaxed easy-go

ing pace; nonetheless, the book 
contains a wealth of information 
and the great thing is, you’re ab
sorbing all this knowledge with
out very much effort.

Painstakingly researched, 
Berchem manages to include 
snippets about alm ost every

building which once stood on 
the street; the various people 
who populated the street in its 
200-year panorama also come 
to vibrant life once again with 
Berchem’s skillful characteri
zations. A attractive addition 
to the narrative are the writer’s

drawings of street scenes of 
long ago. Based on extant 
sources, Berchem has man
aged to add drawings which 
have a quality reminiscent of 
old-fashioned wood cuts; they 
impart a sense of the past to the 
book. Among the most memo

rable characters in the book is 
perhaps Charles Dickens who 
visited Toronto in 1842. Dick
ens said o f Toronto: “the 
streets are well-paved and 
lighted with gas; the houses 
are large and good; the shops 
excellent.” It’s really no sur
prise that Toronto appealed to 
him; Dickens was used to the 
squalor of old London.

Ambrose Small also makes 
a short appearance in the 
book. At one time he owned 
a chain of Ontario vaudeville- 
melodrama houses but in 1903 
he acquired the Grand Thea
tre. In 1919 he disappeared 
with $1-million, ostensibly a 
down payment on his chain of 
theatres. The story of 
Ambrose Small and his even
tual whereabouts have been 
the subject of numerous 
speculations—none have been 
proven.

Individual towns have long 
since been swallowed up by the 
relentless stretching of Toronto 
city limits, and Yonge Street 
has evolved with the city, go
ing from colonial backwater 
trail to a hive of industry to an 
escape route to the cottages and 
playgrounds of the rich. Very 
little of the past has stuck to the 
street but reading Berchem’s 
book is sure to provide an in
sight into what has made and 
continues to make the world’s 
longest street tick.

F.R. Berchem’s drawings, reminiscent of old-fashioned woodcuts, 
bring Opportunity Road, his book about Yonge Street’s history to 
life. This drawing, entitled The Battle of Yonge Street, was based 
on an original in the Canadian Illustrated News of February 12,1881.

1997 is here! Have you renewed your membership? If not, the Society would appreciate receipt of your 
membership renewal as soon as possible. New members are also welcome. Please complete this form and 
bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting, or send it by mail to the Hastings County 
Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1.

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:
Individual SI 5.00 Life Member $150.00
Family S20.00 Corporate Sponsor S50.00
Senior/Student St 0.00 Women’s Institute/
Senior Family SI 5.00 Organization $15.00

I also enclose a donation o f  $ toward the work of the Society.
The Hastings County Historical Society is a Registered Charity. Official receipts for Income Tax purposes will be

forwarded to you with your membership card.



New book - Christmas brings 
new books and the opportu
nity to read. I had expected I 
Bless You in My Heart, based 
on Catharine Parr Traill’s let
ters (especially after Profes
sor Michael Peterman’s inter
esting preview at our Novem
ber meeting), but Santa had 
other plans. Instead, The 
Three Faces o f Molly Brant 
was an enjoyable read.

The Three Faces o f Molly 
Brant is by Earle Thomas, au
thor of several histories and 
biographies relating to the 
Loyalist years. The book por
trays three aspects o f this 
notable Loyalist.

First, she was the Mohawk 
matriarch (clan mother) who 
helped persuade five of the 
Six Nations to remain loyal to 
Britain during the American 
Revolution and immigrate to 
Canada.

Second, she was the wife 
(consort) of S ir W illiam  
Johnson, Superintendent of

Indians in the Mohawk River 
valley and one of the most in
fluential landow ners in the 
Thirteen Colonies.

Third, she was the mother of 
nine children and guardian to 
four others.

After the Revolutionary War, 
M olly settled at C ataraqui 
(Kingston), where the govern
ment provided her with a home. 
She lies buried in the ancient 
churchyard of St. Paul’s and 
plaques there and in St. 
George’s Cathedral pay tribute 
to this remarkable woman. A 
statue and other plaques were 
dedicated in her honour on 
Molly Brant Commemoration 
Day, August 25, 1996. Tradi
tional ceremonies arranged by 
the Mohawks of Tyendinaga 
were an important part of the 
day.

Earle Thomas is to be con
gratulated for this fascinating, 
well-illustrated account. Until 
now, Molly Brant has largely 
been ignored by historians,
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who dwelt on the exploits of 
her famous brother, Joseph 
Brant. This book is part of a 
growing movement to recog
nize the role of women and 
members of the First Nations 
in the early history of On
tario. The Three Faces o f 
Molly Brant is published by 
Quarry Press of Kingston and 
the project was promoted by 
the Kingston Historical So
ciety.
Memories Contest news - A
rem inder: Eldorado: On
tario ’s First Gold Rush and 
a souvenir coin (commemo
rating the 175 th anniversary 
of the Quinte Ex) go to the 
reader who sends in a per
sonal story about life in Hast
ings County (or the Quinte 
area) some years ago. Items 
should be sent to Gerry 
Boyce, 173 Bridge Street 
East, Belleville, K8N 1N3 by 
January 25. (See last Outlook 
for more contest details.)

News in b r ie f  (1) The S tir
ling Historical Society held 
its Santa Claus Parade on De
cem ber 7. There was great 
weather and a record number 
of entries. (2) Evan M orton 
has suggested that an annual 
M errill Denison festival be 
held at Tw eed; D en iso n ’s 
“Marsh Hay” was a success 
at the Shaw F es tiv a l in 
N iag a ra -o n -th e-L ak e . (3) 
BCIVS is on the m arket. 
L e t’s hope the b uyer w ill 
keep the b u ild in g  and its 
heritage features. (4) 1997 is 
the 100th an n iv ersa ry  o f 
W om en’s In s titu te s  (W I). 
We salute the WIs and say 
“Thanks” for your help over 
the years, especially in open
ing the first Hastings County 
M useum  in 1961. (5) O ur 
Society celebrates its 40th 
birthday on October 1.
Best wishes for 1997 and re
member to enter our “Memo
ries” contest.
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The dinosaurs are 
coming to 
Bancroft!
Watch this space 
for more 
information

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends 
and Members of the Hastings County Histori

cal Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis 

Zandbergen.
Anyone wishing to submit articles or informa
tion can contact the editor at 613-395-3022, 

Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail 
lewzan@connect.reach.net
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