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At the Quebec Conference, the delegates drafted seventy-
two Resolutions which set out the system of government 
we still enjoy in Canada today. With this package, the six-
teen delegates from the colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick traveled to London, and on Decem-
ber 4th, 1866, there began the London Conference, 
chaired by John A. Macdonald. 

The delegation, along with their wives and children, were 
received by Queen Victoria who was then forty-eight 
years old and had been on the throne for thirty years. She 
was then a widow, Prince Albert having died in 1861 at 
the age of forty-two years, possibly of typhoid fever.  Vic-
toria was the mother of nine children at the time of her 
husband’s death.   

The debate in the British Parliament was detailed and seri-
ous, but with considerable efficiency the House of Lords 
and then the Commons debated the seventy-two Resolu-
tions. These were then shaped into the British North 
America Act which was passed by Parliament on March 
8th and was given royal assent on March 29th. It was de-
cided that this Act would come into force on July 1st, 
1867. 

While these momentous discussions were taking place 
across the Atlantic, here in Belleville, the editor of the 
Hastings Chronicle on January 30th, 1867 came forceful-
ly to the defence of Confederation, condemning the at-
tempts of Joseph Howe in Nova Scotia whom he describes 
as “a disappointed traitor.”  He also decried the efforts of 
“our Republican neighbours” who hoped to “absorb in 
their rapacious maw these magnificent British American 
Provinces.”   

And, by the way, during his time in Britain, leading the 
negotiations, John A. Macdonald carried out some of his 
own, more personal, negotiations as he courted and mar-
ried Miss Agnes Bernard in London in February 1867. 
And, on July 1st, John A. Macdonald was knighted. 

It was clear that Canada was born on July 1st, 1867, al-
though it required many more years before it reached to-
day’s proportions, but it is also clear that Canada matured 
into adult nationhood on the bloody battlefields of Vimy 
Ridge some fifty years later—but that is a story for anoth-
er day.  

 

The Road to Confederation 
By Richard Hughes 

Every Canadian will, by now, be fully aware that 2017 is 
the 150th anniversary of Canada’s Confederation, and that 
July 1st is the day for national celebrations. But do we 
fully appreciate the complex and sensitive negotiating 
process that led to that glorious July 1st, 1867? 

In fact, the first call for discussions on union was not to all 
of the British colonies, but only to the Maritime colonies, 
who decided to convene in Charlottetown in September 
1864. The Province of Canada (currently Ontario and 
Quebec) asked to be included, and thus began the march 
forward. The main outcome at Charlottetown was a deci-
sion to continue the discussions the following month in 
Quebec City.  

At the Quebec Conference, the negotiations moved quick-
ly to the specific details. Paramount among them was the 
question of whether a new country should have a legisla-
tive union where all the laws are made by the central gov-
ernment or a federal union where the central government 
is responsible for some laws, while the provinces take 
care of local matters. While John A. Macdonald preferred 
the former, the Maritimes and Quebec fought for the lat-
ter, and that was ultimately accepted.   
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Woman Suffrage in Ontario 
By Laurel Bishop 

We have another centennial to celebrate in 2017—the 
right of women to vote in Ontario. And the man who for 
several sessions introduced the bill in the Ontario Legisla-
ture, to finally see it succeed just two years before his 
death, was John Wesley Johnson, Conservative M.P.P. for 
West Hastings and a prominent citizen of Belleville. The 
bill passed second reading on February 27, 1917. On the 
same day two bills put forward by members of the Liberal 
party extending the municipal franchise to women were 
given second reading as well.   

Before the vote, Premier Sir William Hearst announced 
the determination of his Conservative government to en-
franchise Ontario women, this to applause from both sides 
of the House. The Liberal party had for many years pre-
sented woman suffrage as a plank in their platform. Dur-
ing the debate which followed, most of the members were 
wearing in their buttonholes yellow daffodils which the 
ladies seated in the galleries had placed on all the desks 
before the House opened. A card had been attached to 
each flower asking the member to wear the women’s col-
ours and vote for the extended franchise. According to the 
Daily Ontario, Mr. Johnson pointed out during the debate 
that “If in Great Britain women were called to the coun-
cils of the nation, surely in Ontario we could extend to the 
women the ballot.” And further, “We will take the patient 
by the hand and seize the skirts of happy chance,” he ex-
claimed to the amusement of the members. Concluding, 
he appealed to the Government to get behind his bill and 
place it upon the statutes of the Province. On a more seri-
ous note, he indicated that he disliked the slogan “Votes 
for Women,” preferring instead “Womanhood Suffrage,” 
a title with more dignity. 

Who was the Member of Parliament who initially stood 
alone in defence of woman suffrage? John Wesley John-
son was born in Antrim, Ireland on January 17, 1846. He 
arrived in Canada in 1864, working initially as a steam-
boat purser and sailing for a period of time on the Great 
Lakes. In 1866, he passed his exams to become a Fellow 
of the Institute of Chartered Accountants. For a number of 
years he was a member of Belleville City Council. A rep-
resentative of Ketcheson Ward starting in 1884, he be-
came Mayor in 1897, serving for four years.  

Mr. Johnson was widely known as an educator and an 
accountant. Together with S.G. Beatty of Toronto and 
W.B. Robinson of Belleville, he conducted the Ontario 
Business College, and for forty-two years fulfilled the 
role of Principal. He was an author of several books on 
commercial matters.  

For a number of years J.W. Johnson was connected with 
the 49th Battalion, Hastings Rifles, advancing from a pri-
vate to a Major in the years 1865 and 1866. He served 
with the Canadian volunteers on the frontier. Known as an 
eloquent speaker, he made many patriotic speeches at re-

cruiting meetings during the 
First World War. In a speech 
delivered on June 21, 1915 as he 
addressed the 39th Battalion 
shortly before the men departed 
for overseas, he refers to “these 
men [who] were going to save 
us and our possessions, this be-
loved Canada, these homes so 
dear, these precious mothers, 
wives, children and sweethearts; 
why generations of Canadians to 
be born and live in the long dis-
tant future will take up and carry 
forward to still more remote 

generations the loving gratitude 
that fills our hearts tonight.”  

M.P.P. Johnson had been in poor 

health for about two years before 

his death on March 11, 1919. A fall resulting in a broken 

ankle was followed by failing health. His last public ap-

pearance in Belleville was on November 11, 1918, Armi-

stice Day. Twice married, he was survived by his second 

wife, the former Mary Sawyer, as well as four sons and 

four daughters. Another daughter predeceased him. His 

funeral was held at Bridge Street Methodist Church fol-

lowing a private service at his residence, 153 Victoria 

Avenue. Among the many citizens in attendance at the 

church were the men students of the Ontario Business 

College present in a body seated in the centre of the 

church; members of the Great War Veterans Association, 

also present in a body, and a number of teachers from the 

Ontario School for the Deaf, an institution Mr. Johnson 

was very interested in. He played a role in acquiring new 

dormitories built before the war, and worked towards se-

curing $50,000 in improvements to the main building of 

the school. Included in the address written by the pastor, 

Rev. Scott, were these words: “his name will go down to 

history as the man who introduced the bill for the enfran-

chisement of women into the Ontario Legislature. With 

him it was no mere grudging concession to the splendid 

work done by our women during the Great War, but he 

saw and felt that we were only half a democracy so long 

as that half of our citizenship which is most deeply con-

cerned with the welfare of the home remained disenfran-

chised.” 

Bill Hunt Was One of Our  
Best Storytellers 

By Orland French 
 
The Quinte area lost one of its most popular raconteurs 
and historians with the death of Bill Hunt at the end of 

J. W. Johnson taken 
from the Ontario Busi-
ness College prospectus 

of 1917            CABHC 
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Bill had his own personal experiences with the liquor es-
tablishment. He and his wife, Milli (Mildred), owned the 
Rumble Seat restaurant and bar in Orillia for a while, and 
a restaurant-lounge called Ye Olde Barn in Bancroft. The 
characters who haunted those establishments tickled Bill’s 
sense of humour, if not Milli’s. Bill’s income from the 
liquor industry was all legit, of course, as was that of his 
wife, Milli: she worked for seven years at Corby Distillery 
in the business office.  

Belleville is a great town to fuel the imagination of a Run-
yonesque writer. This was a town where the products of 
Corby’s, a major industry during Prohibition, were illegal 
to sell in Ontario. The booze barons were forced to sell 
offshore, and so in the evening little boats set sail for ports 
in the Caribbean, loaded with Corby’s booze for export. 
They returned next morning with all the export papers 
duly and properly signed in the Bahamas, or in Bermuda 
or in Cuba. Maybe even Mexico. They were very fast 
boats. 

Of course, getting to the Caribbean and back overnight 
was impossible. The boats simply went out to rendezvous 
in Lake Ontario with fast rum-running boats destined for 
New York State. 

Some of that “exported” whisky made its way back into 
Canada in a few short days, even hours. In fact, the Belle-
ville Club was one of the primary customers of short-
circuit booze.  

Bill knew hundreds of stories of the Prohibition legend, 
and added his own. One year he was invited by the Histor-
ical Society to be guest speaker at our annual banquet. A 
couple of days before the banquet he advised me he had 
forgotten the speaking engagement and had booked a trip 
to the Caribbean. He was going to go anyway. “You know 
all the stories,” he said. “They’re in my books.” 

Away he went, but I was not about to pretend to be Bill 
Hunt. Instead, I dressed like a gangster and came to the 
banquet to deliver bad news about Bill. I told the audience 
“de boss was not happy wid Bill and told de boys to take 
Bill on a cruise to Cooba.” Well, that was code. I wished 
him a good trip to Cuba but I feared he was wearing ce-
ment overshoes in the Bay of Quinte.  

In Bill’s passing I have learned a great deal about the 
power of social media. My notice of his death on Face-
book was “shared,” that is, passed on, by more than forty 
individuals and organizations to their own Facebook con-
tacts. Hundreds, or maybe thousands, of people received 
that message within a day. 

The responses were heartfelt. They were not just the usual 
“so sorry, my condolences.” People wrote about their long 
friendships with Bill, about how he had been an excellent 
history teacher, how they loved his fried chicken (he had 
owned a Dixie Lee franchise in Bancroft), and yes, how 
they enjoyed throwing money his way at poker games. 

Bill was a mainstay of the Hastings County Historical So-
ciety. He always told good stories, but sometimes we’d 

2016.  At the age of 85, he died at Belleville General Hos-
pital on December 30. 

C. W. “Bill” Hunt loved the 
colourful characters of histo-
ry. He was fascinated by Pro-
hibition. Through his books 
he explored the lives of peo-
ple like Ben Kerr, the classy 
and charming rumrunner who 
lost his life in Lake Ontario 
on a rum-running mission. 
And Harry Hatch, one of the 
founders of the Hiram Walker
-Gooderham & Worts liquor 
empire. Harry and his brother 
Herb, who became multimil-
lionaires, got their start in the 
liquor business as bartenders 
in the Shannonville Hotel. 
The hotel was, wrote Bill, 
“known primarily for its 
brawls and 400-pound female 

strippers.” 

He was attracted to stories of people like Charlie Mills, 
known as Gentleman Charlie, a stunt flyer who turned to 
rum-running. Bill described Charlie’s lifestyle in his popu-
lar book Booze, Boats and Billions: “At one point he had a 
girlfriend and house in Belleville, three large boats, sever-
al fancy automobiles, and a wife, beautiful house and air-
plane in Sanborn, N.Y.”  

Bill was also fascinated with Rocco Perri, the King of the 
Bootleggers, who was Canada’s first millionaire mobster. 
Perri operated in Hamilton and was a frequent visitor to 
the Bay of Quinte during Prohibition. His wife, Bessie, 
died in a hail of bullets from rival mobsters while Rocco 
himself is believed to be sleeping with the fishes at the 
bottom of Hamilton Bay.  

Maybe Bill fancied a life like Charlie Mills but probably 
not the fate of Rocco Perri. 

Besides Booze, Boats and Billions, Bill wrote a number of 
other books: Dockside Democracy (the Wharf Street De-
bating Club), Dancing in the Sky (Royal Flying Corps 
training in Canada), Whisky and Ice, and Gentleman Char-
lie. Although Bill had been a history teacher, the writing 
of history was an interest developed later in life, in his mid
-60s, according to his wife, Milli. 

Bill loved exploring the underbelly of society and sharing 
his knowledge with visitors. On a tour he could pass up 
the usual civic showpieces, but he would cackle and 
chuckle as he showed you the locations of every gambling 
den, bootleg operation or house of ill repute in town.  

Perhaps Bill loved characters because he was one of them. 
Who else would take on the job of bill collector and repo 
man for a finance company? That’s the kind of job that 
gets you chased by people with shotguns. Sure enough, 
once he was pursued by a man wielding a shotgun.  

Bill leading one of the bus 
tours  Photo by O. French 
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On the Home Front 

Excerpts from The Intelligencer  

February, 1917 

By Laurel Bishop 

February 5, 1917: “Nearly fifty thousand Americans are 
estimated to be fighting for the Allies and inquiry shows 
that nearly four-fifths of these are in the khaki-clad British 
army commanded by Field Marshal Haig. …  Hundreds of 
Americans have given their lives for the cause of the Al-
lies, and hundreds of others bear permanent scars of the 
shock of battle, but each new battalion and each new group 
of reinforcements arriving from overseas brings numbers 
of their fellow-countrymen to take their places.” 

February 6, 1917: “Boys under the age of 18 years are not 
to be enlisted in the C.E.F. in future. An order from Ottawa 
has been received to that effect. The order also says that 
boys now in khaki under the age of 17 years, must be dis-
charged. …  It is explained that this order is necessary be-
cause all minors on reaching England are immediately re-
turned to Canada.” 

February 7, 1917: “On Monday evening a meeting of the 
executive of the Patriotic Fund Campaign was held at the 
Public Library. …  It was decided not to have public meet-
ings, but by means of advertising draw attention to the 
campaign to be held on February 21st, 22nd and 23rd. It was 
also decided to have a supper each evening during the cam-
paign, and the ladies will be asked to provide same. …  
Chairmen and vice-chairmen of wards were selected. …  
The teams will select their teams of workers. They will be 
supplied with lists by the campaign committee of people to 
be canvassed on the block system. All employers are re-
quested to send in names of employees with house address. 
The financial committee will wait on manufacturers, the 
large donors and outsiders. A large lot of lithographs are 
ready on hand and will be distributed.” 

February 10, 1917: “4,000 Barnardo Boys in the Army 
Service. London. Bogue Smart, inspector of British immi-
gration to Canada, writing to the honorary director of Bar-
nardo’s Homes, says: ‘The conduct of your boys in Canada 
in this national crisis is wonderful. Just consider these 
young fellows, at one time almost forgotten, coming for-
ward voluntarily, leaving comfortable homes, and good 
and profitable situations, to the number of over four thou-
sand, to answer the call of King and Country!” 

February 14, 1917: “Booksellers and stationers during the 
past few days have been doing a fairly brisk business in 
valentines, for today is the fourteenth, when the time-
honored custom is followed of sending a card or other to-
ken emblematic of the day to your sweetheart, with the 
customary greeting, ‘To my Valentine.’ Although the 
booksellers report trade, they will also tell you that it has 
not been as large as in former years, and the number of 
Valentines being sent through the mails this year is almost 
negligible, according to post-office officials.” 

have to get out the hook to get him offstage. He came to 
most presentations and didn’t hesitate to interrupt a 
speaker to clarify a point or ask a question. 

Over the years he organized a number of bus tours that 
always sold out. One year I shared guiding duties with 
him and found out it was a tough job. I had a heart at-
tack. Literally. Bill has one more tour to share with us. 
He and Mary-Lynne Morgan have already organized a 
bus tour of northern Hastings for this spring. It’ll be his 
parting gift although someone else will have to tell the 
stories. 

A funeral for Bill was held on January 5 followed, appro-
priately, by a reception at the Belleville Club. He was 
buried in Belleville Cemetery, within sight of those 
ghostly rumrunners on the Bay of Quinte. 

 

 

Beth Green By Gerry Boyce  

 
The Hastings County His-
torical Society has lost one 
of its longest serving volun-
teers. 

The death of Elizabeth 
(Beth) Green on January 
5th marked the end of a 
lifetime of devoted service 
to our society and its activi-
ties. 

Beth served in many capac-
ities, but her main work 
was as a devoted Archive 
Angel helping to look after 
our archival collections. 

For many years, she was 
particularly involved in the 
study of local architecture, 

and constantly reminded historians and the general pub-
lic that the stone building on the east bank of the Moira 
River in downtown Belleville was NOT Meyers Mill, but 
had been built as Burrell's Axe Factory.  

Beth will be remembered for her work on the history of 
that building and many other local structures. 

She was a vital member of our Building Research Com-
mittee and worked for thirty years with Lois Foster and 
other historians interested in our built heritage, helping to 
produce two booklets on the history of Belleville build-
ings.  

We will miss her friendly disposition and willingness to 
work on a variety of tasks. 

Our sincere sympathy goes to her husband Geoff and the 
family. 

Beth working in the  
Community Archives in 2010 
Photo by Donna Fano 
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February 14, 1917: “Strenuous efforts will be made by 
the Ontario Government through the machinery of the 
Department of Agriculture and by a public appeal to se-
cure for the farming community of the province the labor 
that will be absolutely necessary to enable the farmers to 
respond properly to the appeal of greater production. …  
The call will go particularly to those who have been in the 
habit of spending weeks or months at summer resorts. …  
In addition to spending a healthy vacation on the farm the 
man or boy who does it will be properly paid as well.” 

February 15, 1917: “A threat has been made that if the 
present high price of book paper does not slide down 
quickly in Canada every parent from Nova Scotia to Van-
couver will have the inequality brought before him in add-
ed cost of school books. That, roughly, is the ‘big stick’ 
which the book publishers wield. Most of the book pub-
lishing in the Dominion is of textbooks.” 

February 15, 1917: “Last evening at Johnstone’s Dancing 
Academy, the Staff Sergeants and Sergeants of the 254th 
Battalion, C.E.F., held their second dance of the season. 
This dance being held on St. Valentine’s Day the decora-
tions and programmes were very appropriately gotten up. 
Dancing started at 9 P.M. All the dancers were masked, 
and some were in masquerade costume, which added 
greatly to the interest and effect of the evening’s amuse-
ment. The music was supplied by the excellent orchestra 
of the 254th Battalion. The supper table was most artisti-
cally decorated, and the refreshments left nothing to be 
desired. There were about one hundred couples present, 
all of whom enjoyed themselves dancing until the early 
hours of the morn.” 

February 17, 1917: “Patriotic Fund Committee In Full 
Swing. …  The Province of Ontario must raise 
$6,000,000. Belleville’s share of this is $75,000. …  The 
citizens at large should know that the campaign Head-
quarters cor. Bridge and Front Street are open to every-
one. This is a people’s campaign, everyone in the City is a 
member of the Patriotic Fund Campaign Committee. 
There is no chosen few running the campaign. …  Every-
one must help. There must be no shirkers in Belleville 
from now until Saturday, and then some. …  Once more 
duty calls the ladies of Belleville, and they won’t be found 
wanting, while the raising of the $75,000 is the men’s 
work the ladies must not and will not be inactive specta-
tors but by using their moral suasion can assist wonderful-
ly in the loosening up process.” 

February 19, 1917: “Griffin’s Opera House was filled to 
capacity last evening, the occasion being a recruiting 
meeting held by the 235th Battalion. Capt. McLean occu-
pied the chair. …  Capt. McLean stated that there were 
not many recruits being secured at the present time. …  
He appealed to the ladies of Belleville to adopt, as ladies 
in not far-distant towns had, a boycott of the stores in the 
city, who employed men of military age, so that they 
would be compelled to employ girls in the men’s posi-
tions behind the counter. (Applause)” 

February 21, 1917: “Rumors that have been circulating 

the streets regarding the removal of the 235th Battalion 
from this city to either Ottawa or Brockville, were dis-
pelled this morning. Definite orders have been received at 
the battalion’s headquarters to move to Ottawa, and take 
over the quarters vacated by the 207th Battalion. At pre-
sent, the Capital City is without an infantry battalion, and 
as it is imperative that at least one infantry battalion 
should be stationed in the city, the 235th has been chosen 
for the purpose. This is an honor to the 235th, as it will 
take part in all government ceremonies, and form guards 
of honor, etc. The battalion will leave this city not later 
than March 5th.” 

February 22, 1917: “Sixty thousand Canadian women and 
their children now in Britain who have not heeded official 
advice to return home will have to remain there indefinite-
ly as under the new orders in council their passage across 
the Atlantic is prohibited.” 
 
February 24, 1917: “The Patriotic Fund Is Now Over 
$80,000. The lists of subscribers are now being prepared 
and will be published IN A FEW DAYS. How will YOUR 
NAME look? There is still a chance to make your sub-
scription measure up to your standing in the community.”  
 
February 24, 1917:  “A number of women and children  
about to sail for England were removed from an Atlantic 
liner here this morning under the regulation which pre-
vents this class of passengers going to the British Isles at 
this time. They were repaid their passage money. …  Most 
of the women come from Ontario and Quebec and had 
sold their homes. The disembarked passengers were wan-
dering about Halifax today in rather a disconsolate fash-
ion.” 
 
February 26, 1917: “Were the Griffin Opera House twice 
its present size it would have been none too commodious 
to accommodate the crowd which last night sought to gain 
admittance. The occasion was a recruiting meeting held 
under the auspices of the 254th Battalion of Belleville, and 
the speaker of the evening was no less a personage than 
Lieut. General Sir Sam Hughes, ex-Minister of Militia. …  
Upon rising to speak, Sir Sam was accorded a most hearty 
reception, and in his opening remarks, referred to the 
pleasure it gave him to address a Belleville audience. He 
referred to his sojourn in this city when he was teaching 
school and of the fact that he was then imbued with a mili-
tary spirit. …  The Empire is in danger tonight, and this 
war is by no means over. It was our bounden duty to roll 
up our sleeves and get together another army as large as 
we have already raised. …  At the close of the masterly 
address Mayor Ketcheson arose to move a vote of thanks, 
and in doing so, said this was a proud day for Belleville. 
He said that Sir Sam Hughes was one of the first men of 
Canada and we all appreciate his remarks.” 
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Annual  Bus  Tour Discovering 

North Hastings:  

The North So Near 
 

Experience our “Near North” and hear wacky and 
wonderful tales from rugged pioneer life in the 19th 
and early 20th century North Hastings (Ormsby, 
Bancroft, Maynooth and Maynooth Station) as only 
Orland French can relate them! He knows the north 
like the back of his hand. Sat., May 27 & June 10, 
2017 

BUS DEPARTS FROM FRANKLIN BUS LINE 
PARKING LOT on Bell Blvd. at 8:30 a.m. sharp. 
COST$70. Includes lunch, handbook and resource 
guides. Tickets: Call Mary-Lynne Morgan 613-961-
7091 

Patronizing Our Sponsors Trees Under Attack by Amanda Hill 
 

Today local ash trees are under 
threat from the advance of the 
Emerald Ash Borer. Back in 
1968 a similar story was un-
folding with elms. They were 
under attack by Dutch Elm 
disease, a fungus carried by 
bark beetles. A recent visitor to 
the archives, a landscape gar-
dener, was one of the crew 
tasked with removing 
Belleville’s elm trees. Elms 
were often the only variety of 
shade tree planted in Ontario 
municipalities, a decision 
which had significant econom-
ic impact on townscapes when 
the disease struck.  

Our visitor remembered seeing 
a picture of himself in the pa-
per, half way up a tree, and he 
was delighted to find the pho-
tograph in our Intelligencer 
records. This report on the tree
-removal work was published 
on February 5th, 1968. In Belle-
ville a total of 329 elm trees 
were taken down by McInroy-
Maines between February and 

April 1968, at the rate of a dozen a day. This cost the City 
$16,125, which would be the equivalent of $108,000 in 
2017.  
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Holiday Celebration of Volunteers  - December 16, 2016 

Photo by Donna Fano 

Hastings County Historical Society Invites You to  

An Afternoon to Honour  

PETER C. NEWMAN 

Thursday, February 23, 2017  

2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Parrott Gallery Archives and Library Building  

254 Pinnacle Street, Belleville 

Widely acknowledged as a highly acclaimed journalist, political ana-
lyst and author for over fifty years, Peter C. Newman has made it his 
life's work to document Canadian history in a way that makes it 
come alive for all.  In recognition of his latest book on the Loyalists 
and his lifelong contribution to telling the story of Canada, the Has-
tings County Historical Society is pleased to pay tribute to this na-
tionally and internationally known author who has made Belleville 
his home.  

Please join us in honouring  
Peter Newman. 
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HASTINGS COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

DIRECTORS & OFFICERS 
 

 
 

Officers 

President         Richard Hughes 

Vice President           Vern Whalen 

Treasurer            Grant Harrison 

Secretary                       Mary-Lynne Morgan 

Directors at Large 

Stanley Jones           Bill Kennedy              

Diane Sule             Jim Kennelly 

Dan Atkinson 

     

Ex-officio: 

Gerry Boyce  (Historical Advisor)        Orland French  (Past-President ) 
Amanda Hill (Archivist) 

 

Sub-committees 

Bus Tours             Orland French (Research)  

            Mary-Lynne Morgan (Administration)  

County Liaison                           Jim Kennelly 

Education              Bill Kennedy 
Exhibits/Events Co-ordinator    Jim Kennelly, Stanley Jones 

HCHS Website  Orland French 

Membership   Elizabeth Mitchell 

Outlook Production   Donna Fano (Co-editor) 

                                                        Laurel Bishop (Co-editor) 

Outlook Distribution  Elizabeth Mitchell  

Programs  Vern Whalen 

Public Relations (Print/Radio/TV)     Mary-Lynne Morgan 
Sale of Publications  John Lowry   

HCHS Website  www.hastingshistory.ca 

Community Archives                         613-967-3304 

Hastings County Historical Society has its offices in the Library/Archives 

building at 254 Pinnacle Street, Second Floor, Postal Code K8N 3B1.    

Outlook is published nine months of the year for members and friends of the 

Society. Submissions can be sent to:   

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

outlook.hastingshistory@ gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday,  February 21, 2017 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Maranatha  
100 College Street West, Belleville 

 
(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go 
to Meeting Room)  

Bring a friend. 

How the Maple Leaf Beat the Beaver 
The History of Canada’s Flag 

 

Speaker: Researcher & Society Director 
Bill Kennedy  

Hear the colourful story of the development of the 
Maple Leaf Flag, or how the maple leaf trumped bea-
vers, igloos and the Union Jack! The political battles, 
the public opposition, the amazing proposals for a 
new flag and the complex selection process. 
. 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed in 
the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both legal 
and moral rights to the material, and grants permission to the  
Hastings County Historical Society to use this material in print 
and/or electronically. The opinions expressed in articles sub-
mitted to the Outlook are those of the author and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of the Hastings County Historical Soci-
ety, its Board or its members. 

News From Glanmore 
Museum 

By Melissa Wakeling 

2017 is a special year for Canadian 
heritage. Glanmore National His-
toric Site is celebrating both Cana-
da 150 and Belleville’s 200th 

Birthday throughout the year. Watch for special displays 
and activities at community events this summer and an 
exhibit highlighting our regional collection in August and 
September!    

 Why not visit Glanmore National Historic Site during 
Heritage Week, Feb 21 to 26? Special guided tours will be 
available daily at 2 p.m. throughout Heritage Week. 

 Throughout February and early March, staff at Glanmore 
National Historic Site will be working with grades 7/8 
leadership program students from Queen Elizabeth Public 
School to find ways to embrace, explore and enjoy 
Glanmore National Historic Site as the “Take Over” oper-
ation of the museum and work on real life museum pro-
jects. Students will showcase their museum work by host-
ing their own public event. All are welcome to attend and 
support the students. Stay tuned for more details.    
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