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1. A question to test your knowledge of history . . .

"What Ontario location was the centre for training Indian 
missionaries in the early nineteenth century, sending out 
about a dozen enthusiastic missionaries to Indians in Ontario and parts of the United States?"
If you’ve followed the press since mid-June, you've probably 
guessed the answer - not Toronto, Kingston, London, Ottawa, 
or Brantford - but drape Island. This little island, a few 
miles southeast of Belleville, was the centre of aji Indian 
mission and training centre from 1826 to 1837. Its story 
has been told in a 36-page booklet published this summer 
by the 7th Town Historical Society. Written by the Rev. 
RICHARD BOEHME and illustrated by STEVE CAMPBELL, "Mission 
on Grape Island" outlines the fascinating story of this 
Methodist mission, which had very close ties with the 
Belleville-Bay of Quinte area. The Mississaugas who were 
at the island after 1826 had been the Indians who had 
’surrendered’ the lands along the Bay of Quinte to the 
government in 1783 so that the United Empire Loyalists 
could settle here. They retained several sections of land 
for their own use [for example the heart of what is now 
Belleville until loll] and continued to live in this area 
for some time. On Wednesday, May 31, 1826, as the result 
of Methodist preaching by William Case, Peter Jones, and 
others, the Mississaugas assembled in Belleville Methodist 
Chapel on Pinnacle Street. Twenty-two adults were baptised 
and a class meeting followed, at which 50 to 60 more Indians 
indicated their interest in becoming Christians.
From 1826 to 1837 the Mississaugas of the Bay of Quinte,

■- including the Belleville Indians who had allowed several 
white settlers to erect buildings in what is now the heart 
of the city, lived on Grape Island. In 1837 they were moved 
to the Township of Alnwick on the south shore of Rice Lake. 
There a new village was built, named Alderville.
In June, 1987, a number of the Alderville Band returned to 
Grape Island to mark the 150th anniversary of their 
departure. In July, 1987, representatives from the Belle
ville area and the Canadian Methodist Historical Society 
visited the Alderville Church to celebrate the life and 
ministry of the Rev. John Sunday (Shahwundais), one of the 
most prominent Mississaugas associated with the Grape 
Island Mission.___________________________________________ _

2. Your chance to learn more about the Mississaugas . . .
The 7th Town Historical Society invites YOU and your family 
and friends to attend the Society’s General Meeting to be 
held TUESDAY EVENING, JULY 28, at 8 P.M. in the Ameliasburgh 
Township Hall, near Roblin Lake. Guest speaker will be 
Associate Professor DONALD B. SMITH of the University of 
Calgary. He is the recognized authority on the Mississaugas 
and will be sharing his knowledge on this fascinating group. 
Professor Smith is enthusiastic about the importance of the 
Grape Island Mission in the history of Canadian missions.
He shared this enthusiasm with some of us at Alderville on 
July 12th and I know that you'll enjoy his presentation.
Plan to attend the meeting on the 28th. You'll also be 
able to purchase copies of "Mission on Grape Island" and 
"Gunshot and Gleanings of the Historic Carrying Place, Bay 
of Quinte", a 245-page, hardcover history of the Carrying 
Place published by the 7th Town Historical Society.
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Hats off to our members who arranged and staffed the 
genealogical and historical picture display at Zwicks 
Island on Canada [Dominion] Day. Materials were supplied 
by ALICE DELINE and ADELE DIBBEN, while JACK BRADFORD,
JANET HOYER, and ELAINE PRESTON helped "man" the booth.
Clan maps of the British Isles were particularly popular 
with visiters during the afternoon, according to Alice. ^
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Work is progressing on cataloguing the Society's extensive 
picture collection housed in the Hastings County Museum. 
Thanks to our cc^porate sponsors, we were able to purchase 
new binders to house the master sheets, acid-free paper 
to separate pictures, and other required materials. Under 
the leadership of Picture Archivist BETSY BOYCE, a small 
committee has been busy. Active members include ADELE DIBBEN, MARION FISHER, GEORGE SUPER, and this writer.
We urgently need other volunteers with a few hours to 
spare over the next few weeks. Contact Gerry at 968-5023.
Our May meeting was a tremendous success. We paid tribute 
to a great many students for their historical research, 
genealogical pursuits, and art work. Look for full details 
in the September 1st OUTL^K.
Once again our thanks to MIKA PUBLISHING and NICK MIKA for 
presenting so many excellent books as draw prizes at the 
May meeting. Several students were winners of Mika books, 
while two received memberships in the Society for the 
1987-88 school year - CHAD BATEMAN and MATTHEW VAN ELSEN 
of R.«R. 1, Eldorado - both students at Madoc Twp. P.S.
Our fall program is taking shape. On September 15th we'll 
salute the Quinte Arts Council on its 20th birthday; our 
special speaker will be EUGENE LANG, who'll tell us of- 
our musical heritage in the Bellleville area, and we invite 
members to bring in display items relating to local arts 
over the years. . . . Then on Thursday evening, October 1, 
plan to attend our 30th birthday party. . . . Also, watch 
for a fall event relating to the publication of PAUL KIRBY's 
history of sports in the Belleville area.

8. More news from the Hastings County 
Museum, as seen in the ad at right. 
When you drop in for tea, be sure 
to visit the model General Store
on the ground level - an attractive 
feature.

9. The Hastings County Museum invites 
our members and friends to join in 
a bus trip to Toronto's "Spadina",
"Casa Loma", and the Harbourfront on 
September 15. The fee of $25 covers 
bus fare and admissions. Departure 

• time is 8:30 A.M. and the tour 
returns for 9 P.M. For further 
details and tickets call the 
museum at 962-2329.

10. The staff at the O'Hara Mill Museum 
are hosting a variety of interesting 
activities for kids 6- to 16 years old, 
each Friday afternoon from 1 -to 3.
For information call 473-2084.

11. Have a good summer.
Watch for the next 
issue of OUTLiJIK
on or about the 

first of September, with news 
of the September 15th meeting 
and October 1st Birthday Party 
of the one and only

“GLANMORE”
THE HASTINGS COUNTY MUSEUM

Invites you to... 
AFTERNOON TEA

■ Museum Tour * T e* •  Lemonade *» » 
• Scones with c rea m s preserves » 
ADULTS-13.00 CHILDREN - $2.00 

See- our' new exhibit - Summer 
Leisure-Quinte Style” , now through 
Sept. 8th.

Purchase goods a t our model General Stole.

HASTINGS COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario
K8N 5J1
Hope to see many 
of you on July 28 
at Ameliasburg,
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