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COUNTY OF HASTINGS

Hastings 
County

1. Hastings County is one of Ontario's 

original counties, establbhed in 1792. 

Recent municipal restructuring has 

led to the amalgamation of several 

municipalities and the loss of several 

areas: Thurlow Township to the City 

of Belleville and Sidney Township and 

the Village of Frankford to the City of 

Quinte Weil.

2. The maps show Hastings 

County as it originally 

was described - wmtwhal 

inaccurately (at right) in 

1792 - and in 19*7 (below).
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4. The Coonty of Hastings 

“Armorial Design"
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County of Hastings Court House





The rubble coursed stone was originally plastered 
over and marked to imitate ashlar masonry. The 
dormer windows are a later addition. The original 
kitchen wing is now an apartment.

Ths early photograph of the ’Moodie Cottage' 
shows a verandah with trellis-work supports running 
across t*e front ard one or possibly two sides

The Histone Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada has declared this home a site of national 
somficonce

The Moodie Cottage is situated on the corner of 
Bndge Street West and Sinclair Street. This Regency 
style cottage constructed of rubble stone was built in 
the late 1830 s. Dunbar purchased this home in 
1M2. when he moved his family to Bellevile after his 
appointment as sheriff of Hastings County.



OBITUARY

MRS. SUSANNA MOODIE 
THE DISTINGUISHED

CANADIAN AUTHORESS
1803 1885

There passed away yesterday aftemoor. k) joo 
the ranks of the great majority beyond the grove, m* 
distinguished Canadian authoress. Susanna Mooae 
She had attained the ripe age o' eighty two. ana 
despite the hardships incident on t4e in me txan Wty 
years ago she hod the Ml enjoyment of al her 
faculties until a short time before ne< deam

Her life was a remarkable one. and u connected 
to a great degree with the most strrtng scenes 
Canadian history of the past haff cenMy hot 4ewas 
marked by great physical and m-ecM* ocMy. 
the result of which are eas>ty discoverable n her 
celebrated work, entitled Roughing it in me Bus*

She was a daughter of Thomas Srctaand. 
Reydon Hall. Suffolk. England, and was bom r 5U3 
Before her marriage she published, in conMCTJn 
with her sister. Agnes Stncktond. seve'O wonts or 
note.

In 1829 she was married to J. Dunbar Moodle, 
and In 1832 arrived In Canada, settling In the 
township of Douro, near Peterboro*. The experience 
of the family, like that of many others whose previous 
training has not been such as to fit them to encounter 
the hardships or endure with equanimity the rough 
associations and coarse surroundings of backwoods 
life, was extremely disheartening.

The story of their struggles to gain a livelihood 
upon a bush farm, for seven years. Is graphically told 
in her book Roughing It In the Bush.

In 1839 Mr. Moodie was appointed by Sire 
George Arthur to the shrievalty (sheriff) of the district 
of Victoria, now the county of Hastings. This 
necessitated the removal of the family to Belleville, 
where Mrs. Moodle resided until the death of her 
husband in 1869.

Since then she has lived during varying periods 
with her sister, Mrs. Traill - also an authoress of note - 
at Lakefield; with her daughters, Mrs. Vickers, in 
Toronto, and Mrs. Chamberlain, In Ottawa, and with 
her son, Mr. R. B. Moodle, In Toronto.

Her death occurred at the residence of her son- 
in-law, Mr. J. J. Vickers, and, though sudden, was not 
unexpected. Mrs. Moodie's best known works, other 
than Roughing It In the Bush, are; - Life In the 
Clearings, Flora Lindsey, and Mark Hurdlestone.


