
In the late nineteenth century there were three different institutions in 

Belleville providing educational opportunities for people who planned to enter 

the world of business. The first college to open was initially known as the 

Ontario Commercial College and was established by Samuel G. Beatty and 

George Wallbridge. An advertisement from 1870 (left) promised that students 

would spend their winter evenings “both Profitably and Pleasantly” attending 

classes in subjects such as Spencerian Penmanship and Constructive 

Geometry. 

By 1878 over 2,000 students had attended 

classes at the Front and Bridge Street 

location and the name of the school had 

changed to Ontario Business College. In 

that year, Samuel Beatty sold his share of 

the business to J. W. Johnson and W. B. 

Robinson and left Belleville. It must have 

been a lucrative investment for him, as a 

later photograph in our collection shows 

him admiring a tree in his own orange 

grove in California. 

Albert College opened its business department in 1884, calling it the 

Belleville Business College. Johnson and Robinson objected to the name  

and Albert College backed down but, just five years later, Robert Bogle 

opened his Belleville Business College at the corner of Front and Campbell 

Streets. This time, the case went to court. The judge found in Bogle’s 

favour (although he did not award him the costs of defending the case) 

and for 25 years the city boasted two Business Colleges, situated just 150 

yards apart, until Bogle’s closed in 1914. 
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The cold dark winter months are the 

perfect time to take up a crafting project. 

January’s exhibit looks at some of the 

creative projects that people of our area completed in years 

gone by.

 

2019-107 Digital photographs of 

Hastings County Historical Society 

and Community Archives events, 

2010-2015 

2019-108 Photograph album of 

James Robert Byron Ketcheson, 

c.1914-1938 

2019-109 Photographs of Lazier 

family members, c.1860-1900 

2019-110 Sons of Jacob Synagogue 

and Belleville Centennial collections, 

1956-2012 

2019-111 Additional Beta Sigma Phi 

materials, 1994-2013 

2019-112 Photocopies of 

publications used in Marchmont 

Home research, 1875-1925 

2019-113 Materials transferred 

from Glanmore National Historic Site, 

1870-1978  

2019-114 Belleville Centennial 

collection, 1978 

2019-115 Wharf Street Debating 

Club scrapbook, 1914-1997 

2019-116 Toronto Telegram article 

on Belleville McFarlands, 1960 

2019-117 Part of a deed for land in 

Hungerford Township, 1829 

2019-118 Collection of calendars, 

2008-2009 

2019-119 Collection of photographs 

including some from Tweed, c.1890-

2003 

 

A transfer of 55 boxes of 

municipal records from the 

Township of Stirling-

Rawdon dominated every 

flat surface in the archives 

in mid-December. The materials have now all been stored 

away and information about them can be found at 

https://discover.cabhc.ca/records-of-stirling-

rawdon-township 

CABHC: DA Steady Gleaner’s quilt Signature quilt embroidered 

by women of the Presbyterian Church of the Redeemer in 

Deseronto, 1894 


