
THE NEWSLETTER. OF THE H A S T I N G S  C O U N T Y  
H IS T O R IC A L  SOCIETY, PO BOY I - * ! » .  BELLEVILLE,

ONTAIUO
April 6, 1982
1. YOU and your friends are cordially invited to attend the 

April meeting of the Society to he held on Tuesday evening,
April 20. It promises to he an interesting evening, since 
there is growing interest in the topic of the United Empire 
Loyalists, as the 200th anniversary of their arrival in this 
part of Ontario (1784-1934) approaches.
Our speaker will he BRENDA HUDSON of Madoc. Brenda is the 
past president of the Madoc Historical Foundation, is the 
author of Fabric of a Dream. A Settlement Storv of Madoc and 
Elzevir Townships, and presently is preparing a hook for Mika 
Publishing Company on the Loyalists of Prince Edward County.
Brenda's topic will be A NEW LOOK AT THE LOYALISTS OF PRINCE 
EDWARD COUNTY AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON HASTINGS. Among the 
families she will highlight in her talk will be the Blakeley,
Bowen, and Parks families.
The meeting on the 20th will he held in the Main Gallery of 
the Corby Public Library, Pinnacle Street, Belleville, with 

. coffee and fellowship at 7:30 P.M.
_________. meeting and speaker at 8:00 P.M._______________________
. It is particularly appropriate that we deal with the question 
of loyalty to the Crown at this time, since Elizabeth II will 
be in Ottawa that weekend and her representative in Canada 
is just now visiting the Quinte district. Plan to attend.

2. Our regular May meeting is being tied in with a library 
celebration later this month. The speaker at our meeting on 
May 11th and the Belleville Public Library's celebration of 
National Book Festival on Thursday evening, April 29, will 
be Professor MICHAEL PETERMAN of Trent University. On the 
29th he will speak in the main gallery of the library and 
provide a popular account of Roughing It In The Bush. Susanna 
Moodie's well-known book. The meeting takes place at 7:30 P.M.
On May 11 Mike returns to speak on SUSANNA MOODIE AND THE 
BELLEVILLE-HASTINGS COUNTY AREA, with emphasis on her views of 
the supernatural, as revealed in recently discovered letters 
written by Susanna and her sister.
We hope that many of our members will attend both talks by 
Mike, who is an entertaining and interesting speaker.

3. The Belleville Library has scheduled two other special events 
of interest to our members. On Friday, April 30, at 7:30 P.M. 
poet AL PURDY of Prince Edward County, some of whose poetry 
deals with north Hastings, will read from his works. Then
on Saturday, May 1, at 2:00 P.M., the Belleville screeening of 
Earle Bimev will take place, to be preceded by a book draw.

4. Our April 20th meeting is being held in conjunction with 
VOLUNTEER WEEK, sponsored by the Belleville Volunteer Bureau. 
(Actually, it's more properly known as COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
WEEK.) The following day, April 21, Mrs. L. Lisk of Trenton 
will hold an I.D. Clinic at the Hastings County Museum, to 
help identify ATTIC TREASURES that you and others may bring 
in to the museum. Then on 23rd and 24th your Society will
be sponsoring another IMAGES OF THE PAST session at the Corby 
Library's Canadiana Room, a chance to bring in old pictures 
and documents for the Society to copy for its picture and 
local documents collections. Watch the INTELL for more data.
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5. GENEALOGY is in the news. And it's good news we have!
ALICE DELINE and PAT BENNETT are pleased to announce that 
they are arranging a second GENEALOGICAL WORKSHOP for 
MONDAY, MAY 3, from 6:30 P.M. to 8:30 P.M. in the Main Gallery of the Corby Public Library.
ROBERT F. KIRK and AUDREY RICHARDSON KIRK, U.E., will be putting 
on the workshop. The Kirks have been very acti\e in both the 
Ontario Genealogical Society and the United Empire Loyalist 
Association for a number of years and are recognized authorities 
with respect to genealogy. Mrs. Kirk has been Dominion Genealogist 
of the United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada and also 
president of the Toronto Branch of the association; she now is 
the association's Dominion Historian. The Kirks have presented 
numerous papers and talks to Canadian and American genealogical 
societies and are co-authors of Some Ontario References and 
Sources for the Family Historian, published by the Ontario 
Genealogical Society.
Members and non-members may register for the workshop at our 
April 20th meeting. Watch the Intell for more news on this 
special event sponsored by the Genealogical Committee of your 
Society. Remember that you must register be fore the workshop.

6. Our thanks to MAC WALLBRIDGE for his recounting of Uncle Tom's 
Diaries at our March meeting. Thomas Nightingale's diaries 
gave an interesting view of life in this area, especially with 
respect to farming and gold mining in the early years after 
Confederation, and we were pleased to share Mac's thoughts on 
Thomas and to see the excellent slides of the route that his 
ancestor followed through North Hastings. Thanks too to Mac 
for donating a copy of the diary, which book will be one of 
the draws at our April 20th meeting.

7. MINUS ONE HUNDRED continues to be an enjoyable feature of the 
meetings. GORD DAVIS gave us a vivid account of life a century 
ago at the last meeting and several references tied in with 
MacWallbridge's presentation. BETH GREEN will recount events 
of 100 years ago at our April 20th meeting..

8. Our GOOD CITIZEN AWARD (actually it should be plural) goes to 
NICK and HELMA MIKA, the Mikas of Belleville, who have done so 
much to help local historians throughout the Quinte district 
and, in fact, throughout many parts of Canada. It is impossible 
to keep up with the many fine books (both original histories 
and reprints) that the Mikas have been responsible for. The 
list is long, and growing. One of their future books deals 
with the Loyalists of Prince Edward County, another describes 
the ferry-bridge tie between Belleville and Prince Edward, and 
so on. Hats off to Nick and Helma. Keep up the good work.

9. Last week I had the pleasure to speak to the MADOC HISTORICAL 
FOUNDATION and a dozen or more members of the MADOC HERITAGE 
4H CLUB. The Heritage Club is sponsored by the Historical 
Foundation and its members are working on family history and/ 
or restoration of agricultural implements. Betty Woods is the 
energetic•person-in-charge and she and the members are to be 
congratulated. It's tremendous to see so many young people 
interested in history. Hopefully, some of their projects will 
be sent in to our Society for judging in our student history 
project contest, schedulad for completion in May. Incidentally, 
the Madoc Historical Foundation does present a trophy to the 
club with the highest marks on Achievement Day.

10. In our last OUTLftK we noted the tremendous enthusiasm in Madoc 
concerning the Madoc Model School bell. MAX VAN DYK has drawn 
up the plans for a bell tower to incoxporate the historic bell 
at the elementary school and these plans are to be submitted to 
the school board. Board approval would lead to a fund-raising 
program by the Madoc people and the proposed tower would include 
the original marble plaque from the Model School (1878), the 
original ornamental ironwork, and other relics, as well as the 
bell.
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11. One of Madoc’s most historic and interesting residences is the 
Seymour House. A.E. LePage (Ontario) Limited Realtor features 
the home in its current Directory of Homes and it is to he 
hoped that a sympathetic owner is found, one who will continue 
to give the home the loving care it has received over the years. 
All too often there is a tendency to ignore the beautiful older 
residences, such as this one, and we are pleased to see that 
such is not the case here. The owner and realtor are to be 
congratulated for the emphasis on the historical and architectural 
significance of this building as it comes on the market.

12. This was my month for meetings in centre Hastings. In addition 
to speaking to the young people at Madoc [where my reference 
to "hugger-mugger history" sent them scurrying to the dictionary], 
I visited the MARMORA HISTORIC FOUNDATION to outline some of the 
activities that this growing society could consider for future 
projects. Despite terrible roads that evening, I was delighted 
with the encouraging turnout and the enthusiastic response.
Marmora has a great many historical advantages [the iron works 
is only one of themj, and Cordon Bennett, Bob Sanderson, and the 
other leaders in this group deserve to be encouraged.

13- ARTHUR DUNN of Ottawa, the recognized expert on the history of 
the Marmora Iron Works, sends greetings to the members of our 
Society. He phoned on Sunday (April 4th) to say that he has 
recently returned from an expedition to New Zealand and is busy 
on a variety of projects, including further study of the Marmora 
Iron Works site.

14. BILL MORETON, Deputy Clerk for the City of Belleville, sends 
good news. Another "missing" minute book has been located.
The "new-found" one covers the meetings of city council from 
October 6, 1924 to November 14, 1927. These minute books are 
excellent sources of our local history, and we congratulate 
Bill on his continuing interest in local history.

SEYMOUR HOUSE, CIRCA 1878

A graceful circular drive winds its way to this cir
ca 1 878 mansion styled after a majestic residence 
of 19th century Germany, and one's eye.is instant
ly attracted to this impressive stone structure with 
tts spectacular stained glass and lead pane win* 
dows beneath a slate roof.

A splendidly grand foyer greets you as you step 
inside. Towering 11 foot ceilings throughout ac
centuate the spaciousness of the home. Lovely 
pine floors create a warm atmosphere as you in
spect the magnificent wood and marble carved ! 1 
foot mantels which enhance three of the six cozy 
fireplaces.
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15. "Call it Quinte or the County, it’s perfect for leisurely life”. So read the heading for the article in the Travel Section of 
The Globe and Mail on Saturday, April 3. It gave an interesting 
account of some of the scenic and historic attractions of THE 
County . . . attractions that led the writer, Helga Loverseed, 
to spend her entire vacation in Prince Edward, whereas she had 
planned simply to divert south through THE County on her way to 
Kingston with some friends. Her account is reminiscent of
A1 Capon's talk to our Society in the fall.

16. We welcome the COBOURG AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY (P.0.
Box 911» Cobourg) to our list of readers. This "fledgling 
historical society of two years" has suggested an exchange of 
newsletters. Recent topics included the history of Cobourg's 
Victoria College, Cobourg schools, and Conservation Techniques; 
on April 27 Foster Russell will address the Cobourg society on 
early local newspapers and May 25th will be the annual banquet. 
The Cobourg Book Committee is preparing to issus Early Days and 
Modern Times. Write to the committee at 519 Lakeshore Road, 
Cobourg, for information.

17. The first LAND family reunion will be held at Dundurn Park,
Hamilton, on Saturday, July 3> 1982. These are the descendants 
of Robert and Phoebe Land, U.E., who arrived in Canada almost 
200 years ago. Descendants should contact Mrs. A.W. Brown of 
2100 Dickson Road, Mississauga, Ontario, L5B 1Y6 (or telephone 
416-277-9287, evenings).
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19.

The QUINTE BRANCH of the ONTARIO GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY continues 
to be very active. Paid-up membership for 1982 stood at 265 
as of March 9th. Of special interest to our members is the 
newly-organized cemetery committee under the leadership of 
Mrs. Joy Mathews of Bloomfield. The immediate goals of this 
committee are to commence publication of some of the cemetery 
lists for resale and to complete the indexing of the Wanamaker 
Cemetery Book.
Another section of the 
1874 Bird's-Eye View 
of Belleville is at the 
right. Again, there is 
no prize involved, but 
can you guess where the 
buildings are located?

20. We are delighted that membership in YOUR SOCIETY has passed the 
200 mark and is steadily rising. We ask the support of every 
present member in encouraging new members to join and in 
reminding our 1981 members to renew. Those of you who have not 
sent in fees for 1982 will find a note enclosed, indicating that 
this will be the last issue of OUTLOOK that you will receive.
We hope that everyone will renew memberships, if they find the 
slip enclosed.

21. Hope to see you on the 20th of April when all Canada^willyb 
celebrating a major step forward in Canadian history and we'll 
be considering the LOYALISTS OF PRINCE EDWARD and their INFLUENCE
ON HASTINGS COUNTY. 2 .

More important messages 
and news of interest 
from the executive of the 
HASTINGS COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0. Box 1418 
Belleville, Ontario
who remind you that 
HERITAGE DAY was the 
third Monday in 
February, but we should 
be concerned about HERITAGE, 
during the entire year
for the enlightenment, edification, 

education & enjoyment of


