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The County of 
Bruce has 
combined an 
old school with 
a new addition 
to create a 
modern 
museum and 
archives in 
Southampton.
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by Orland French,
HCHS president

If you want to see what the rest 
of the province is doing with heri
tage and history, you have to get 
out of Belleville and look around.

Recently I was visiting South
ampton (now known as Saugeen 
Shores) on Lake Huron and came 
across a novel idea. The County of 
Bruce has acquired an old multi
storey brick school, renovated it, 
and added a big wing to create a 
new county heritage centre and 
archives. It will be opened next 
July.

In the county next door, I had 
visited the Grey Roots heritage 
centre near Owen Sound, a $ 10- 
million archives, museum and 
heritage interpretation centre for 
Grey County. It opened last July.

My other favourite heritage 
centres/archives are the old jail 
and courthouse in downtown 
Brampton, the Dufferin centre 
built in the shape of a very large 
bam and silo near Orangeville, 
and the Halton Centre consisting 
of a brand-new conference centre 
and museum within the exterior of 
an old 1879 bam.

Here in Belleville, the BCI/

Quinte Cultural Centre has be
come a school playing field, 
the City of Belleville has been 
unable to find room for the Hast
ings County Historical Society 
archives in its new library, the old 
East End Branch Library is being 
sold, and we are still fighting bats 
and water leaks in the old Thur- 
low Township hall, which we call 
our heritage centre.

Despite our hopes and efforts 
over the past several years to be 
included in newer and more ap
propriate facilities, we are still 
at square one. Letters to city hall 
asking for repairs to its own build
ing (it owns the Thurlow building) 
have been ignored.

We have already received one 
warning from the police depart
ment that further responses to 
false alarms (caused by flying 
bats) will result in charges under 
a city bylaw. If so, we’ll send the 
bill to the landlord -  the City of 
Belleville.

However, there is another op
portunity in the works. We have 
been negotiating with the city and 
the County of Hastings about the 
possibility of establishing a joint 
archives venture. This would en

able the municipalities to meet the requirements of new 
provincial legislation relating to record management 
and accessibility, and create a more appropriate home 
for the HCHS records.

We’re working on it.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16,

2004
Guest Speaker

Bruce Bedell
Refreshments

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 
Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville
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Six members of the 
Hastings County 
Historical Society 
were presented 
with Volunteer 
Service Awards at 
a ceremony held 
Thursday, October 
21, at the Banquet 
Centre in Belleville. 
Left to right are Pe
ter Wheatley, five 
years; Vera Morton 
five years; Elizabeth 
Mitchell, five years 
and Gerry Boyce 40 
years.Unable to at
tend the ceremony 
were HCHS volun
teers Hazel Shaw, 
five years and Lewis 
Zandbergen, five 
years.
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Boyce

Membership form
Please complete this form, or a photocopy of the form if you wish to save your 

newsletter, and bring it with your payment to the Society’s next general meeting (third 
Tuesday of each month except June July, August and December), or send it by mail to the

Hastings County Historical Society, 154 Cannifton Road North,
General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario KOK 1K0

Name

Address

City Postal Code

Membership Categories 
Individual $ 20

I also enclose a donation of $ 
toward the work of the Society

Family $ 25 The Hastings County Historical Society
Senior/Student $ 15 is a registered charity.
Senior Family $ 20 Official receipts for Income Tax purposes
Life Member $150 will be forwarded to you with your mem-
Corporate Sponsor $ 50 bership card
Organization $ 20



Volunteers build 
communities
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Gerry Boyce congratulates Evan Morton of the Tweed Heritage Foundation 
on his receiving an Outstanding Achievement Award at the Volunteer Service 
Awards ceremony held Thursday, October 21, at the Banquet Centre in Bel
leville. Mr. Morton is one of only 17 people in the province receiving this 
award. photo courtesy Gerry Boyce

Evan Morton
Evan Morton is the driving force behind the 

Tweed Heritage Centre.
Starting in 1988 with a few local artefacts, 

Evan has worked tirelessly to achieve his vision 
to preserve the knowledge and heritage of his 
hometown. Today, the Tweed Heritage Centre 
has its own permanent site in the historical 
Houston House.

As curator, Evan volunteers up to 60 hours a 
week doing everything from tours and genea
logical requests to administration and mainte
nance.

In addition to his commitment to the Heritage 
Centre, Evan shares his talents throughout the 
community, writing a weekly column entitled 
Heritage Herald for the local newspaper. He 
also serves on a variety of boards and com
mittees.

“Evan Morton’s untiring efforts to improve 
and develop the community at all levels during 
the past 16 years have earned him the right to 
be called ‘Mr. Tweed’ in his hometown,” says 
W. Clyde Bell, retired editor of The Tweed 
News.

from The 2004 Outstanding Achievement Awards 
for Voluntarism in Ontario

Feasting at
by Orland French, HCHS President

Some of you may have read in 
The Intelligencer that the Histori
cal Society raised $3,700 from the 
dinner and auction on October 30. 
Actually, that was just the proceeds 
from the live and silent auctions. 
Although the final figures had not 
been tabulated when this newsletter 
went to press, we are likely to have 
netted around $4,000, including 
some profit on the dinner itself.

Since this is about what we cleared 
in the two previous years, that ap
pears to be what our annual social 
event seems capable of generating. 
I would like to thank everyone who 
donated items for the auction and 
also those who bought what others 
had contributed.

Of course, we took home things 
we hadn’t intended to buy, usually 
because the other guy unexpectedly 
stopped bidding.

I ’d like to thank Pat Press and her 
committee for putting in the hours 
required to make this event suc
cessful.

The dinner was born the year a 
new president said, “I don’t do yard 
sales” to raise money. (That would

the $4,000 Dinner
be me.) He immediately appointed 
a committee to do something more 
exciting and lucrative, then sat back 
to reap the plaudits. I feel com
pelled to report that someone else is 
doing all the work.

Auctioneer Boyd Sullivan and 
broadcaster Roy Bonisteel provided 
great entertainment, as did the His
torical Society Players in a Prohibi
tion sketch titled A Very Fast Boat, 
written by the Society’s president 
(uh, that would be me). The usual 
Fawlty Towers cast was augmented 
by John Babiak from the Belleville 
Theatre Guild and professional ac
tor Jonathan Welsh (ENG, The TV 
Wine Guy) who has recently moved 
to the Quinte area.

This year the theme leaped ahead 
from 1861 and the visit of the Prince 
of Wales (last year’s theme) to The 
Roaring Twenties. It was noted that 
the time frame allowed some of us 
to find our costumes in the backs of 
our own closets.

So successful has this event 
become that ticket master Peter 
Wheatley has to twist very few 
arms to sell out the show. People 
are already lining up for next year.

Hazel and Mike Shaw starred as Rose Ella 
and her Big Fella, Bruce Lawrey, in a skit at the 
HCHS dinner and auction.

photo courtesy Orland French



LANMORENational Historic Site
257 Bridge Street East, 

Belleville, Ontario K8N1P4 
(613) 962-2329

School Programs at 
Glanmore
Staff at Glanmore National Historic Site is getting 
set to offer another year of exciting educational pro
grams.
Glanmore continues to partner with both the Hast
ings and Prince Edward District School Board and 
the Algonquin and Lakeshore District Catholic 
School Board to offer curriculum relevant learning 
experiences to local students.
This year, Glanmore will be offering six great pro
grams:

Holiday Traditions
(November 16 to December 17, 2004 -  Grades K-6) 
-Examine Victorian Christmas traditions to discover 
the origins of many modem holiday practices. Make 
and decorate gingerbread cookies or Victorian scrap 
art greeting cards to take back to school.

Art Explorations
(January 17 to February 3, 2005 -  Grades 2-5) 
Become art detectives in this exciting new visual 
arts program that features a tour of Glanmore’s art 
collection and related hands-on activities.

Arts of China
(February 16 to March 25, 2005 -  Grades 2 -12) 
Take a trip to China with this special exhibit vis
iting from the Royal Ontario Museum. Discover 
ancient artifacts made from bronze, porcelain and 
jade. Create a work of art inspired by Chinese 
designs!

Early Settler Days
(April 12 to May 6, 2005 -  Grades 2-4) Discover 
the comforts of a pioneer home. Learn how pioneers 
stayed warm, lit their homes and entertained them
selves. Plus, spin wool and participate in a traditional 
early settler quilting bee!

Glanmore Garden Party
(May 25 to June 24, 2005 -  Grades K-6) Your pres
ence is requested at our Victorian garden party! 
Dress-up, enjoy delicious refreshments and play 
popular 19th century outdoor games.

Historic House Tours
(Available year-round except November and Decem
ber -  Grades 4 to 12) Let our education staff tailor a 
historic house tour to your curriculum needs.

Interested in bringing a class to the museum? Book 
early to avoid disappointment.

Call (613) 962-2329 to book a school program.

Hastings County H istorical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 
Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 

October and November for the friends and members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society,

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.
Anyone w ishing to subm it articles a  information m ay oontaet the editor at 

613-395-3022, o r E-mail lewzan@ reach.net 
Thank you to The Community Press fo r its assistance.

PLEASE NOTE!
The Deadline for the January 2005 issue is November 20,2004

mailing label

mailto:lewzan@reach.net

