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YES! YES’ YES!
The "YES" Price Solution is Here!!!!

Our best purchase and lease price posted on every car.

THE ALL NEW EUROVAN

Helping the boys

Largest Interior 
Volume of any 
mini van.
•Deluxe seating for 
7 adults

•Room for lots of 
"STUFF"

•44% more room 
than Dodge 
Grand Caravan

•Ideal for 
wheelchair access

HAS IT ALL!!

Eurovan CL Stock #221861 
Automatic, air, cruise, locks.

Drives like a 
German Road 
Sedan
•4 wheel independent 
suspension

•Easy to handle 
and park

•shorter than Grand 
Caravan and 
Previa

•Built for safety, 
& peace of mind.

During the Second World 
War when Canadian airmen 
were flying sorties over Nazi 
Germany, residents of 
Belleville were making their 
job a little safer by ensuring 
their equipment was the best 
possible.

The Reliance Aircraft com
pany came into existence in 
1940 after John J. Morch 
bought the property now occu
pied by Morch Marine and The 
Harbour Club at 25 Dundas 
Street West and began manu- • 
facturing parts for aircraft. 
The land had been occupied by 
a factory making parts for wa
ter turbines. Morch had man
aged an aircraft factory from 
1917 to 1918 and was an aero
nautical engineer. Soon the 
plant was turning out parts for 
Anson training bombers, Mos
quito bombers, Lancaster 
bombers and Oerlikon anti-air

craft guns.
Harry Whittaker began 

working at the plant in 1940 as 
a dye setter. Although Whit
taker worked days, he often 
went back after supper or was 
called in on Sundays because 
of the urgency of the work. He 
recalls going in at midnight to 
fix a piece of machinery, then 
returning the next day for an
other 10-hour shift. Ken Soden 
also worked at the plant as its 
secretary treasurer and says,

"During the war you were on 
call."

The nature of the business 
meant security was impera
tive. A high barbed-wire fence 
surrounded the plant and ev
eryone wore identification 
cards, checked by the guard at 
the gate. The fear was someone 
would sabotage the factory. On

Continued on Page 7.

List Price "YES" PRICE $19,995°°

North Front Motors
Quintearea’s ONLY Volkswagen dealer."

239 North Front St., Belleville 966-3333
Many of the plant’s workers were women.

That's sabotage/ he screamed

Harry Whittaker The infirmary at Reliance Aircraft, Belleville.

Security was tight with barbed-wired fences
Continued from Page 6.

one occasion sabotage did occur 
and Whittaker witnessed it.

He often went to work be
fore his shift started and as a 
result, was there before the 
night foreman left. One morn
ing he walked into the milling 
area and couldn’t believe his

eyes. The night foreman was 
walking down a row of machin- 
ery with a lead mallet in his 
hand, hitting vices on each 
milling machine, set up to hold 
parts for milling. Whittaker 
told the plant supervisor, Patty 
Lizotte, to come in early the 
following day and watch the
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Harry Whittaker’s paycheck from Reliance, 1944.

Exacting standards required intense concentration.

foreman from a distance.
"That’s sabotage!" exclaimed 

Lizotte. The man was fired im
mediately.

Despite this occurrence, the 
factory had an outstanding 
record for quality. Each plant 
making parts for war machines 
had some rejected. Soden re
calls Reliance had very few.

"We got plaques every year 
for the lowest number in the 
industry." Part of the reason 
was John Morch. Soden de
scribes Morch as a tough task 
master but a man who was 
held in high esteem by his 
peers.

"He was blunt and rough 
but everybody liked him," says 
Soden.

When the war came to an 
end Belleville’s largest employ
er, with approximately 700 on 
its payroll, had to let the axe 
fall. But Whittaker was re
warded for his loyalty and 
hard work. A foreman came to 
him one day and said, "I just 
got word from J.J. Morch that 
when it comes to laying off 
Harry Whittaker, I’ll do the 
laying off."

"I never got laid off," says 
Whittaker. Instead Morch kept 
him employed taking inven
tory of the crown assets in the 
plant.

Two years after the war, af
ter struggling in the peacetime 
economy producing packaging 
equipment and other civilian 
commodities, the plant was 
leased to Northern Electric 
(now Northern Telecom). 
Morch made it clear that along 
with the land and buildings, 
Northern was to take Reli
ance’s existing workers too. 
When the five-year contract ex
pired Morch returned to the 
business (then called Morch 
Manufacturing) making tools

and dyes, as well as parts for 
Douglas Aircraft and Avro Ar
row.

Whittaker continued with 
Northern Electric and retired 
in 1968 after 23 years.

from a small family dealer 
1992 BUICK REGAL LIMITED

Anti-Lock Brakes, Dual 
Zone Air Conditioning, 
Tilt Wheel, Cruise 
Control, Pwr. Windows, 
Pwr. Door Locks, Pwr. 
Seat, AM/FM Cassette, 
15’ Aluminum Wheels, 
3800 V6, And Much 
More!

AUTO SALES
BELLEVILLE

966-4200
QUALITY - SERVICE - SELECTION
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