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Canada’s Prime Ministers 
A Different Field of View 

By Bill Kennedy 
 

Conservative Prime Minister and die-hard Canadian 
patriot John George Diefenbaker was on the cam-
paign hustings one election year addressing a packed 
arena in Trail, British Columbia when suddenly his 
speech was interrupted by five Doukhobor women. 
They loudly demanded the release of their husbands 
who had been incarcerated for questionable deeds 
perpetrated by the sect to which they belonged, the 
Doukhobor Sons of Freedom. Hecklers at political 
orations are not unheard of, but what made this inter-
ruption particularly stimulating was that the five pro-
testers were naked. Never at a loss for words, Diefen-
baker paused for a moment while the RCMP rounded 
up the bare-naked ladies, then declared that having 
been raised on a Saskatchewan homestead he knew 
what these things were. They’re “no novelty to me,” 
he said. He was, of course, referring to the protest. 

The Diefenbaker anecdote is but one of many record-
ed about Canada’s past leaders in the book Being 
Prime Minister by James Stewart. Stewart, a teacher 
at Bishop Strachan School in Toronto, believes that 
by looking through the lesser known lens of their 
families, friends, personal correspondence and idio-
syncrasies, we gain a fuller understanding of them as 
people. His book is the culmination of extensive re-
search at Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa and 
personal interviews with seven former prime minis-
ters.  

As Stewart pointed out in his April presentation to 
the Historical Society, he was way down in the peck-
ing order when it came to gaining personal access to 
former prime ministers. Knowing somebody who 
knew somebody helped. This had been the case with 
Jean Chretien. Ushered into Chretien’s office, Stew-
art introduced himself and said, “I assume you know 
why I’m here,” rightly thinking, of course, that the 
former P.M. would have been briefed as to his visitor. 
“No,” Chretien said. He had no idea why Stewart was 
there or who he was. When Stewart explained about 
the kind of book he was researching, Chretien said, 
“OK, you ask the questions, I’ll answer them.” 
Among the anecdotes Stewart unearthed was that 
Chretien liked classical music and football. He would 
watch football games with the sound turned off while 
classical music played in the background as he did 
his paperwork.  

Students of Canadian history know that Liberal Prime 
Minister William Lyon Mackenzie King held seances 
with his deceased mother during which he spoke with 
her. What they may not know, Stewart points out, is 
that King was an animal lover and had three dogs. 
The first one was named Pat. When Pat died, he got 
another dog, which he named Pat. When Pat II had to 
be put down, he got a third dog whose name we can 
guess with reasonable certainty. It is said that after 
the dogs were gone, he talked to them, too. He served 
as Canada’s prime minister for more than twenty 

Follow the activities of the Hastings County Historical Society on social media: 
               Website  www.hastingshistory.ca       Facebook  @HastingsHistory     Twitter  @countyhastings  

Guest speaker at the Society’s Public Presentation at Mara-
natha on April 16, Mr. J.D.M. Stewart, was introduced by 
long-time family friend, Belleville Mayor Mitch Panciuk.  
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years, including the war years, and is considered by 
some historians to be this country’s greatest prime 
minister.  

In 1964, the year of the House of Commons debate 
on a new flag for Canada, Prime Minister Lester 
Pearson received a letter. Across the top the word 
“Warning” was typed three times. The writer remind-
ed Pearson of what had happened to President John 
F. Kennedy two years earlier, and threatened Pearson 
with a bullet to the head if the country did not get a 
new flag. Another letter from an eleven-year-old boy 
complained to Pearson that Gordie Howe was every 
bit as good a hockey player as the prime minister’s 
favoured Red Kelly. Hollywood starlet Jayne Mans-
field thought Pearson would be pretty sexy if he 
would just put away his bow tie and overhaul his 
wardrobe. When told about her comment, Pearson 
laughed and said that what he really always wanted 
to be was a matinée idol.  

There’s a lot more in Stewart’s book: R.B. Bennett 
giving out-of-pocket money to people who wrote him 
personal letters about their desperate straits during 
the Depression years; Pierre Trudeau’s tryst with 
Barbra Streisand and a costume change in the back of 
a limo; skinny-dipping at the Harrington Lake minis-
terial cottage; Kim Campbell taking pride in her short 
role as Canada’s first woman prime minister and be-
ing a template for female leadership in this country.  

Stewart’s research gave him an inside look at his sub-
jects, and he found that he liked all of them. Paul 
Martin, he said, is a very genuine person. Regarding 
Stewart’s book, Martin offered up some advice. 
“Give your book to your enemies so they know what 
you think of them,” he said, “and sell it to your 
friends.” When Stewart asked Joe Clark what he 
would like Canadians to think of their prime minis-
ters, Clark replied, “We’re families.”  

 

 
Correction 

In the April Outlook the report of the Annual General 

Meeting included the outcome of the election of the 

Board of Directors for 2019, listing nine persons who 

had offered to serve; however, it should have includ-

ed a tenth name, Mr. Gary Foster. It also should have 

reported that two of the Directors for 2019 are serv-

ing for the first time, that is, Mr. Foster and Ms. Hei-

di Rooke. 

A Collection of Archivists 
 

Belleville will be awash with archivists between May 
8th and May 10th, as the provincial conference of the 
Archives Association of Ontario (AAO) is going to 
be held in the city for the first time ever. 

Around 100 archivists are expected to attend the 
event, which is taking place at Loyalist College. The 
theme of the conference is “Unlocking the Vaults: 
Access, Outreach and Engagement” and 40 speakers 
will be sharing their expertise. The presentations will 
include keynote speeches from novelist, Frances 
Itani, and Chief Privacy Officer and Archivist of On-
tario, John Roberts. Other sessions will look at archi-
vists’ roles in connecting with donors, helping Indig-
enous communities maintain their own records, and 
dealing with the challenges of digitization projects. 
The full program is available at http://aao-
archivists.ca/2019. 

An opening reception will be held in the John M. 
Parrott Gallery, with other social events including a 
tour of Glanmore National Historic Site, a walking 
tour of Picton and a breakfast tour of the Lennox and 
Addington Museum and Archives in Napanee. 

So, if you see anyone in Belleville wearing a confer-

ence badge and blinking in the bright light of day in 

between May 8th and 10th they may well be an archi-

vist, freshly released from the darkness of their vaults 

and trying to find their way to a conference event. 

Please point them in the right direction! 
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Belleville in the  

First World War: Reports 
from the Intelligencer 

The following is the speech given by Laurel Bishop 
for the launch of her book on April 23, 2019. This 
book is published by the Hastings County Historical 
Society and dedicated to the men, women and chil-
dren who formed the Home Front in Belleville and 
Hastings County during the First World War. 

This book tells the story of Belleville’s Home Front 
throughout the First World War. The words of this 
story are not mine—credit must go to the Intelligenc-
er reporters of a hundred years ago. As soon as I be-
gan to read their tales of life on the Home Front, I 
knew I wanted to gather these together so that others 
could share my reading experience, but in book form. 

After all, for most of my working life, I was a librari-
an, and for the rest of it, I worked in publishing. And 
at this point I would like to say that I’m very grateful 
to the Hastings County Historical Society for seeing 
this book in print. 

I knew something of the Second World War when I 
was very young, and that led to a sense of curiosity 
about the First World War. But my parents and fami-
ly members were reluctant to speak about it. This led 
to more curiosity. It was the day-to-day life of Cana-
dians during the war that interested me. Years passed 
and when the centenary came along, I decided to look 
for answers in the local newspaper on microfilm. 
Possibly what had gone on in Belleville had taken 
place in other towns and cities in Canada, and could 
answer some of the questions I had about the wartime 
experiences of my parents.  

This book contains about one thousand excerpts, half 
at their original length and the other half edited. I had 
at my disposal a collection of about four thousand 
photocopies. To the accompaniment of “It’s a Long 
Way to Tipperary” and other First World War songs, 
I began to read. My goal for the book was to give as 
broad a coverage of the subject as I could while keep-
ing the story flowing as smoothly as possible.  

One newspaper reporter wrote at the beginning of the 

Laurel signing book for Garnet Thompson     
Photo by Bill Kennedy 

John Roberts, 
Archivist of  
Ontario 

Frances Itani 
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war, “The citizens of Belleville are thoroughly in ear-
nest and prepared to do their duty in the present cri-
sis.” But I’m not sure they realized what a monumen-
tal task lay ahead of them. Cities such as Belleville  
provided barracks where hundreds of soldiers lived 
while in training; as one battalion left, another took 
its place. With the population around 10,000, so 
many men in uniform resulted in a significant mili-
tary presence in town. And over the period of the 
war, at least fifteen battalions and batteries were ei-
ther training or recruiting, or both, in Belleville and 
Hastings County. 

There are the stories of the women who ran patriotic 
events to purchase materials for the hospital supplies 
they would then make. Prominent citizens held re-
cruitment meetings and ran campaigns for Victory 
Bonds and the British Red Cross. Children created 
scrapbooks of pleasant home events to send to the 
soldiers overseas. And young people fifteen to nine-
teen years of age were permitted time from school to 
work on the farms as Soldiers of the Soil and Far-
merettes. 

Families sacrificed a great deal. Concerning a three-
day fuel saving in factories, industries and non-food 
shops, the Editorial stated: “That there will be incon-
venience goes without saying; but what is war but a 
vast net work of inconveniences?” 

But the greatest sacrifice of all were the many loved 
ones that families lost over the course of the four 
years of the war. I did not want those sacrifices to be 
forgotten, which is why I have included the names of 
the men and women who died—a total of 265 all to-
gether—and also listed the 340 from Belleville and 
Hastings County who were wounded, gassed or pris-
oners of war. And after everything these people had 
endured, there remained one final blow before the 
war was over—the Spanish flu which claimed a fur-
ther 69 victims. Citizens were asked to check on their 
neighbours and help to nurse them. And many did. 

However, not all events were tragic. Motion pictures 
and concerts at Griffin’s Opera House as well as 
sports, the circus, skating carnivals and dances enter-
tained the people of Belleville and district, while they 
also took pleasure in celebrations on Victoria Day 
and Dominion Day. 

Throughout the war, citizens of the Home Front sup-

ported the men and women of the Canadian Expedi-

tionary Force to the best of their ability, and for that 

reason, I chose to dedicate this book to them. It is 

about them and for them.  

 

 

Bus Tour: Adventures in 
Loyalist Country 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan 
 

We all know by the signs on the 401 that Quinte area 
is Loyalist Country! But who were they? And why 
did they come to this area? Come away on Saturday, 
May 25 or June 8 for a day of fun and exploration in 
a luxury Franklin touring coach, and learn all about 
the Americans who were loyal to the Crown in the 
US War of Independence, and how they were given 
land grants in Upper Canada. See where they landed 
and explore some of the earliest settlements in the 
Quinte Region. 

 
In the morning you will pass through some ghost 
town sites on your way to Picton, before crossing on 
the ferry at Adolphustown to enter the southern por-
tion of Lennox and Addington County. After a visit 
to Old Hay Bay Church, you will head up to 
Napanee, passing through formerly bustling commu-
nities that hardly exist on the map any longer. Our 
first stop in historic Napanee will be a visit to the 
state-of-the-art Lennox and Addington Museum and 
Archives. The Museum visit will be followed by a 
guided bus tour of significant sites in Napanee, old 
Sir John A’s stomping ground, before heading for a 
lunch break. After a delicious lunch you will head 
south and east, passing by another ghost town site, 
Morven, and on to the quaint Village of Bath.  There 
you will take another guided bus tour of significant 
sites in the Village, and a guided tour of the Fairfield 
Gutzeit House, one of the oldest Loyalist homes in 
the region. Following your visit to Bath, you will 
take the Loyalist Parkway west through the commu-
nities of Sandhurst and Conway, arriving back at 
Adolphustown to take guided tours of the UEL Loy-
alist Museum & Interpretation Centre, the Loyalist 
Burial Grounds, and the site of the 1784 Loyalist 
Landing. Along the way you will be regaled with 
other bits and pieces of historical trivia.  If time per-
mits, there will be a stop for ice cream in Picton on 
the way home. 
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Your $70. ticket includes a comfortable touring coach 
ride, lots of fun, loads of new information and a deli-
cious lunch. Book early as these tours always sell out 
fast! The May tour is sold out as of now, but there are 
some seats for the June 8th tour. 

For more information go to www.hastingshistory.ca, 
or to place your reservation, call Mary-Lynne Mor-
gan, 613-961-7091. 

 
 
 

How Good Were the  
Good Old Days? 

By Richard Hughes 
 

Have you ever wondered what the folks did on the 
farms and in the towns before telephones, radio and 
television? By the turn of the century, home tele-
phones were still very rare in rural areas. The CBC 
did not start radio broadcasting until 1936 and televi-
sion in 1952. Homes must have been very quiet be-
fore the telephone, radio and television—or were 
they? 

Forty-six years ago, a group in the Tweed area gath-
ered the childhood memories of 53 seniors and pub-
lished this in a book entitled, Them Were the Days. 
This would take them back to the pre-radio and tele-
vision days. But, in the reminiscences, although times 
were hard on the farms and in the villages, there are 
recurring warm references to the sense of community 
and the great leisure activity of visiting. 

One contributor recalled her father visiting neigh-
bours, often to help with woodcutting or harvesting 
and playing the organ for those who had one and 
loudly singing with them. When visitors came to his 
house to help with the wood chopping, he would play 
and they all would join in the songs with rowdy voic-
es. She recalled that they would sing “Little Brown 
Jug” and they all would holler it out, clap their hands 
and stamp their feet. It would be quite a boisterous 
event and you could imagine the scene in the big 
farm kitchens with the wood stove blazing. 

She also recalled a rousing song, “A Man Named 
Johnny Sands”, and the wild response of the group of 
hard-working men left a lifelong impression on her. 
She recalled the words: 

There was a man named Johnny Sands 
Who married Betty Hague 
But though she brought him gold and land 
She proved a terrible plague 

For oh she was a scolding wife 
Full of caprice and whim 
She said that she was tired of life 
And she was tired of him 
 
Well then said he, I’ll drown myself 
The river runs below 
Pray do she cried, you silly elf 
I wished it long ago 
For fear that I should courage lack 
And try to save my life 
Pray tie my hands behind my back 
I will replied his wife 

She tied them fast, as you may think 
And when securely done 
Now stand says she, upon the brink 
And I’ll prepare to run 
 
All down the hill his loving bride 
Then ran with all her force 
To push him in. He stepped aside 
And she fell in, of course 
 
Then splashing, dashing, like a fish 
Oh save me Johnny Sands 
I can’t my dear, oh much I wish 
For you have tied my hands 
For you have tied my hands. 
 
 

 
An Interesting Opportunity 

 

The Historical Society is in need of a person to take 

care of our Publications for Sale section. This is a 

very interesting activity, requiring not more than two 

or three hours a month keeping track of our publica-

tions for sale, keeping our bookstore at the Archives 

neatly stocked, watching the inventory and transfer-

ring funds to the treasurer. An opportunity to join the 

great team that keeps your Historical Society one of 

the best in Ontario. For more details email 

rmhughes@cogeco.ca or phone at 613-961-7772. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.hastingshistory.ca,/
mailto:rmhughes@cogeco.ca
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one-storey covered wooden walkway that had been 
built at the east end of the footbridge on the path to 
Front Street. It was 65 feet long. Checking the next 
atlas for 1904, revised to 1908, I found the covered 
walkway was still there. It was later probably washed 
away in one of the many floods. It’s a wonder it last-
ed so many years. 

Finally, a store along the footbridge gangway! In 
1930 the “Foot Bridge Shoe Repair” owned by Her-
bert T Adams was at the rear of 276 Front street on 
the north side of the gangway. By 1949 the gangway 
had a full complement of little stores: 9 - Bell’s Elec-
tric Repair Shop; 11 - Adams Shoe Repair; 13 - City 
Cleaners; 15 - Joe’s Fish & Chips; 17 - Warren’s Bar-
ber Shop; 19 - Thirty Minute Economy Laundry. Ac-
cording to the Belleville Assessment most of the Ar-
cade, if not all, was owned by H. T. Adams. 

The photo of the 1936 flood, with the boat docking at 
the gangway shops, shows one of the worst floods on 
the Moira River in Belleville, but there were many 
just as destructive. The early newspapers refer to 
some of these floods that take out dams and buildings 
as “Freshets.” The big sign in the photo advertising 
“Last Chance – tobacco – Footbridge Novelty Store” 
could also refer to the Last Chance to cross the Sus-
pension Bridge because you can see the destruction 
of the bridge in the background.  

Footbridge Gangway/
Arcade/Lane 

By Lois Foster 
 
 

The Community Archives has a series of photos of 
Front Street buildings, taken about 1975 by a talented 
photographer. He shows his expertise by taking a 
photo of the Footbridge Arcade when the sun is shin-
ing just right, in the usually very shadowed area. The 
three-storey buildings on Front Street, on either side 
of the gangway, now Capers Restaurant on the south 
side and Geen’s Pharmacy office on the north side, 
were built in the 1860s and shared the lane from 
Front Street to the river.  

In 1873, when the City decided to build the foot-
bridge to cross the Moira River, they signed an agree-
ment with the owners on either side of the lane. On 
November 5, 1873, William Holton and wife, and 
Elisha Sills and wife sold land to the Corporation of 
the Town of Belleville for a “highway to a foot 
bridge.” This wonderful Suspension Bridge withstood 
the floods and ice for over sixty years. 

The Fire Insurance Atlas maps are a great help to re-
searchers, and while trying to pinpoint the year the 
Arcade of small shops was built along the gangway, I 
had a curious surprise. The atlas for 1888 depicted a 

CABHC Fire Insurance Atlas (1904 updated to 1908) Page 6 (detail)  Suspension Bridge can be seen spanning the river.         
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Belleville Flood, 1936, with boat docked at the Footbridge Shops and a big sign, “Last 
Chance – tobacco – Footbridge Novelty Store”                                    CABHC 2016-81-2  

Shops in Footbridge Arcade c. 1975                                                       CABHC HB-07-24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

By 1953 the gangway shopping centre was called “The Footbridge Arcade.” In the 1975 photo of the Arcade 
the stores are all open and busy: 9 - Family Bakery; 11 - Footbridge Shoe Repair; 13 - Door in the Wall; 15 - 
Bartonian Metaphysical Society; 17 - Beverley’s Beauty Salon; 19 - Roma Beauty Salon. In 1978 the Arcade 
was on “Footbridge Lane” and was listed in the Directory street index.  All the shops were occupied. 
 
But the end was near! That same year consultants prepared a report on the City’s parks, open spaces and recre-

ation system (CABHC: 2019-027/1/8). In it, the Footbridge Arcade was to be demolished. The Hastings Coun-

ty Historical Society asked that the Arcade be saved, but their efforts were unsuccessful. And so ended the 

Footbridge Arcade on Footbridge Lane. 
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Member Designation 

outlook.hastingshistory@gmail.com 

Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Maranatha  
 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

An Entertaining Night Out—Bring a Friend 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to 
Meeting Room.)   

Topic: Traitors, Spies & Heroes: 
Loyalist Espionage During the 

American Revolution 
 
 

 Speaker: Jennifer DeBruin, UE 
 

Hear how seemingly normal American "Agents 
for Secret Service" hid their lives of danger and 
intrigue and were handsomely rewarded by the 
British Crown with land in Upper and Lower Can-
ada after the war. Many settled in this area and 
became founding pioneer families. 

Hastings County  
Historical Society 

Presentation 

Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

tel:613-967-3304

