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Society Crier 
Bruce Bedell, 
accompanied by 
two grandchildren, 
proclaimed the 
start of the “5Cs” 
event at the Tom 
Gavey Pavilion on 
Canada Day. They 
were surrounded 
by some of the 
Society’s members 
(who had set up the 
historical displays) 
and visitors.

Next Meeting
TUESDAY, Septem ber 19,

2006
Speaker

John and Dianne Brisley
Topic

PRESERVING HISTORIC 
BUILDINGS IN 

PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY
Refreshments

Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
Monthly meetings are 

held in the Auditorium of the Quinte 
Living Centre 

370 Front Street, Belleville

ocir peeRS Recognize 
uoe'rze o o l  ug 
something Right
Excellent archival leadership by the Hastings County 

Historical Society has been recognized by the East
ern Chapter of the Archives Association of Ontario 
(EC A AO). A prize of $100 is awarded to member orga
nizations who participate in the Doors Open Program 
and are chosen to become a featured site in the Province 
of Ontario promotional pamphlet which is distributed 
province-wide. Only the Hastings County Historical 
Society and the Cobourg & District Historical Society 
Archives achieved this distinction in 2006.

Continued on page 2.

Please Note!
The Deadline for the October 2006 

issue of Outlook is September 24,2006



the pwez fs pLeaseo
Continued from page 1.
Dr. Brian P. N. Beaven, president of the 

ECAAO, noted that the Society began in 1957 
with a mandate clearly incorporating “the acqui
sition, preservation, promotion and celebration 
of local documentary heritage.” He wrote, “To 
this day, the Society Archives play a central role 
in supporting the archival programs of both the 
City of Belleville and the County of Hastings.”
The Society is engaged with the City of Bel

leville and the County of Hastings in developing 
a joint archives and municipal records manage

Archive Angel of the Month
Beth Green has been an active member of the 

Society for 30 years. In 1976, she became a mem
ber of the Historic Structures Committee to help 
prepare volume one of Belleville’s Heritage (pub
lished in 1978 to celebrate Belleville’s centennial 
as a city). She also helped research and write the 
second volume. After serving as a director and 
vice president, she joined the Archive Angels at 
the Hastings Heritage Centre and has worked on 
a variety of projects. One of her recent activities 
has been to help prepare a list of all the people who 
have served the society as directors and in other 
capacities, in preparation for our 50th anniversary 
celebration in 2007.

ment and retention centre. This proposal fol
lows the withdrawal of City and Library Board 
support for location of the archives in the new 
library building.

Society President Orland French said he is 
pleased with the recognition bestowed on the 
Historical Society by the ECAAO. “It’s wonder
ful when your colleagues acclaim you for doing 
something right. Maybe this award will persuade 
our political friends that Belleville and Hastings 
deserve a new archival and records centre and 
that we would be worthy partners in it.”

Join Up Now!
Bill Hunt’s Famous Bus Tour 

of Extinct Railways.
Saturday, October 14.

See historic railway sites of Hastings County, 
including stations in Stirling, Tweed, Bannock

burn, Coe Hill, Maynooth and Bancroft.
This all-day tour includes lunch.

Tour organizer and conductor: Bill Hunt. 
Contact Vera Morton (966-4859) to order tick
ets. Reserve early because the bus fills quickly.

Jean Williams
The Society’s sympathy is extended to the rela

tives and friends of Jean Williams, who died on 
August 19, 2006. The former Children’s Librarian 
and Assistant to the Chief Librarian of the Belleville 
Public Library (1966-1993), Jean was a longtime 
member and supporter of our Society. Jean was 
active in many community activities, including the 
Friends of Glanmore National Historic Site. Jean 
and her warm smile will be missed by a great many 
people.

Veva Robson
The Society’s sympathy is also extended to the 

family and friends of Veva Robson, who died Au
gust 28 in her 99th year. Veva served as the Soci
ety’s secretary in the late 1950s and was an active 
member for many years. She also wrote a history of 
Victoria Avenue Baptist Church in Belleville and a 
fascinating autobiography.



Get Aboard the H C H S Express
for the

Annual Banquet and Auction 
Saturday, October 29, at the Banquet Centre 

Celebrating 150 years of railroading in B
Auctioneer: Boyd Sullivan

Dinner Conductor: B 
Skit by Orland French but

Tickets $40
Call Peter W heatley (969-' 

to reserve your ticket to ride the

Once again, the Society sponsored the Canadian 
Confederation Checkers Challenge Contest at Bel
leville’s Canada Day Celebration. Winners present at 
7 p.m. to collect their awards included (left to right): 
Stephen Lefebvre of Belleville, Josh Bly (first place) 
of Belleville and Dennis Thompson of Madoc. Bly 
played more than 30 games. Our Society and Pin
nacle Music Studios provided the awards to these 
and other winners. Entrants came from as far away 
as Oshawa, Toronto and Windsor. The Society also 
arranged displays featuring our railway history and 
other topics. Thanks to the dozen Archive Angels, 
executive members and Society members who helped 
prepare and staff the display. It was a great day!

Here’s Your Ticket for 
Railway Month
Bruce Bedell is ready to punch your ticket.
Bruce is giving up his role as Belleville’s Town Crier for 

an evening to become a railway conductor during the His
torical Society’s annual banquet and auction.

He’ll be waiting at the door to punch your ticket as you 
arrive. Then he will be roaming around during dinner, 
calling out station stops between courses.

If you don’t behave yourself, he may throw you off the 
train. He has The Authority.

It’s all part of the railway theme for the HCHS annual 
dinner, which takes place on Saturday, October 29. That’s 
just one day after the 150th anniversary of the Grand 
Trunk’s first passenger trains through Belleville. Okay, so 
the HCHS RR runs a little late.

Appropriately, this event will be held at the Banquet 
Centre which began its life as a recreational hall for CN 
railway employees.

Auction items will be related to railway and travel, as 
will a Boxcar Gerry skit which delivers laughs by the 
carload. Helping us boost our railway profits will be the 
county-famous auctioneer Boyd Sullivan, who has never 
seen an auction item he couldn’t derail into a funny story.

Tickets are available from ticketmaster Peter Wheatley 
(969-7750). Reserve them now.

But if you wait until October 29 to get aboard Railway 
Month, you’ll be sitting in the baggage car and have 
missed most of the fun. Every Saturday in October we’ve 
got something going on. Watch for a supplement in The 
Intelligencer to promote Railway Month and these fea
tures:

Saturday, October 7: A special display of railway infor
mation, photos and artifacts at the Quinte Mall.



Friday, October 13: Bar Car Night at the Belleville Club. 
Snacks, entertainment, movies, and a good time to be had 
by all, with proceeds to the Historical Society.

Saturday, October 14: A bus tour of historic railway 
sites in Hastings County, including stations in Stirling, 
Tweed, Bannockburn, Coe Hill, Maynooth and Bancroft. 
The all-day tour will include lunch. Tour organizer and 
conductor: Bill Hunt. Contact Vera Morton (966-4859) to 
reserve tickets.

Saturday, October 21: Walking tours of the Belleville 
station and railway yards area, led by Dave Perschick. 
The Belleville Model Railroad Club, on the station prem
ises, will hold an open house at the same time.

Saturday, October 28: Our annual banquet and auc
tion. Once again Boyd Sullivan will be auctioneer. Ap
propriately, this event will be held at the Banquet Centre 
which began its life as a recreational hall for CN railway 
employees.

We need volunteers to help with the fine details of or
ganizing the banquet and auction event. Please contact 
Society President Orland French (969-8354).

These events are being organized by a special commit
tee of railway enthusiasts who are not all members of 
the Historical Society: Brian West, Dave Perschick, Bill 
Hunt, Mike Power, Dan Atkinson, Richard Hughes, Jim 
Langille and Orland French.

Scheduled speakers for HCHS in 2006
October - Tom Allison: Topic is 150 YEARS OF RAILROADS 

INTHEQUINTEAREA
November - C.W. Hunt: Topic is DANCING IN THE SKY - A 

HISTORY OF THE ROYAL FLYING CORPS’ AIR TRAINING 
PLAN IN CANADA

The society has more than 50,000 pictures in its collections 
at the Hastings Heritage Centre. These views are from the 
hamlet of Corbyville, now part of Belleville:
(Top) Hop fields, circa 1890s
(Bottom) The Old Post Office, circa 1900
We would appreciate information on these views. We also
would welcome volunteers to work with the photo collections
at our Monday afternoon workshops at the Hastings Heritage
Centre in Cannifton. Contact Gerry at 613-968-5023.

Hastings County Historical Society is based at the old township office in Cannifton. 
Please address mail to General Delivery, Cannifton, Ontario K 0K 1K0 

Outlook is published in January, February, March, April, May, September, 
October and November for the friends and members of 

the Hastings County Historical Society.
It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen.

Anyone wishing to submit articles or information may contact the editor at 
613-395-3022, or E-mail <dewis^andbergen@ sympatico.ca>  

PLEASE NOTE!

The Deadline for the October 2006 issue is September 24,2006
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