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Greeting cards reflected the mood of the times
by Lewis Zandbergen

Those of us who find collecting postcards 
a fascinating pastime were treated to a pres
entation about Victorian and Edwardian post
cards delivered in a lighthearted, easy to take 
style by Jennifer Bunting. Archivist for 
Lennox and Addington County Museum, 
Napanee. Jennifer began her talk by outlin
ing the history of the penny post and the forces 
which shaped the eventual mass marketing 
boon the postcards became.

Thanks to English educator Rowland Hill’s 
innovative ideas, postage charges based on 
the distance letters travelled were abolished, 
a uniform postage rate was set, and the pre
payment of postage through the sale of ad
hesive-backed stamps sold at post offices was 
made commonplace. Hill’s recommendation 
for a basic letter rate was one penny for each 
half-ounce, the average charge for letters was 
sixpence, a day’s wages around 1812, the time 
of Sir Isaac Brock. H ill’s reforms were 
adopted in England in 1840 and because the 
Canadas were part of the British Empire, his 
idea of an inexpensive way to correspond with 
loved ones caught on here.

The lower postal rate, coupled with a poorly 
educated populace in which many could not 
read or write or could read and write at a very 
basic level, the postcard became a favoured 
method of telling loved ones someone was 
well.
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By the early 1860s our present type of post
card would have been recognizable. The 
front of the card contained an illustration 
and the reverse was intended for the address 
and nothing more. However, resourceful 
people would scribble a note on the front 
of the card and circumvent the “no message”

rule that way. By the 1890s, Canadians were 
becoming a more literate people. Gradually 
the postcard became a medium for sending 
short messages and slowly the postcard took 
on its present form; by 1907 the split back 
for address and message was introduced.
The Germans came up with the idea of mass 

marketing this new fad and prior to 1914 were 
doing quite well. However, with the advent 
of World War I, feelings about the German 
nation were rather strained and the German 
stranglehold on the postcard manufacturing 
business was lost.

Early postcards centred mainly on two 
events: Christmas and Valentine’s Day. Ac
cording to Jennifer, Valentine’s Day saw the 
post office in Napanee awash with young lov
ers anxiously awaiting cards from sweet
hearts. Business owners were put out; they 
complained loudly that their business post was 
kept waiting.

Ms. Bunting then showed a delightful col
lection of slides featuring many of the popular 
cards of the late Victorian and Edwardian era. 
Among highlights were the ethnic style of 
card which often depicted ethnic minorities 
in stereotypical scenes.
The postcard fad reached its height after 

World War I when the folded card came into 
the fore. While still a popular way to send 
greetings from faraway places, other meth
ods of communication have largely replaced 
letters and cards.

A t each monthly 
meeting of the Hast
ings County Historical 

Society (HCHS) there’s 
a draw for a door prize. 
The October winner was 
Adele Dibben. Jennifer 

Bunting, October guest 
speaker made the draw 
while HCHS president 
Carson Cross held the 
“drum” containing the 

tickets.
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From the Editor s Bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
My Dearest Wife and See You Next Summer

My Dearest Wife
written by Maud J. McLean and
Robert M. Stamp
296 pages, photographs, maps,
notes, bibliography, indexed
published by Natural Heritage/
Natural History

What voyeurs we are. We lust 
after any tidbit of information 
which gives us a glimpse into the 
lives of the famous and even the 
not so famous. Their lives, pub
lic and private, serve as endless 
fodder for pulp mills and tabloids.

I t’s a re lie f when someone 
comes along and publishes an au
thentic well-written and thor
oughly enjoyable biography of 
ordinary people living extraordi
nary lives.
My Dearest Wife is the story of 

just such a couple; however, 
rather than telling the story of the 
Edgar family in dry narrative, the 
authors have told the story inti
mately through the letters which 
James and his beloved Matilda 
wrote over the course of their life
time. The letters are effusive in 
their proclamations of love and 
paint a picture of Victorian life 
rarely seen in Canadian history;

from reading most history 
books, one would not be led to 
believe Victorians possessed 
such abandon in expressing their 
most intimate thoughts. James 
wrote to his wife almost every 
day, sometimes more than once, 
and his missives are filled with 
poignancy. None is phrased in 
flowery speech as one would ex
pect of a Victorian gentleman, 
but each is an elegant statement 
of simple enthusiastic love.

James David Edgar, born in 
Hatley, south of Sherbrooke, in 
what is now the province of 
Quebec, rose from obscurity as 
a Toronto lawyer to become 
Speaker of the House. He reluc
tantly accepted knighthood in 
1897. His wife, Matilda Ridout, 
was a member of an established 
well-to-do family with a long 
history in colonial Ontario.

In My Dearest Wife their let
ters, both to each other and to 
other family members, capture 
all the intimacy of the couple’s 
romance; serve as an outlet for 
James’ lifelong animosity to
ward his stepfather; outline the 
family’s often desperate finan

cial straits and follow their soar
ing spirit during happy times as 
well as portraying their extraor
dinary grief after the death of a 
four-year-old son.

Although this is not the first 
book to use personal corre
spondence as a premise for an 
autobiography, My Dearest Wife 
is finely crafted and flows 
seamlessly from beginning to 
end; it’s a definite must for any
one researching Victorian On
tario history.

See You Next Summer: Postcard 
Memories o f  Sparrow Lake 
written by Bruce McCraw 
published by Natural Heritage/ 
Natural History Inc.
160 pages, illustrated, photo
graphs, indexed

As a collector of old postcards, 
I was intrigued by this little gem 
of a book. How, I wondered, 
could anyone possibly sit down 
and devote 160 pages to post
cards of a lake, just north of Lake 
Simcoe, very few of us even 
know about? Upon cracking the 
book open, I discovered a wealth 
of information, not only about

Sparrow Lake, but also about the 
families who had called the lake 
home in summer, resort life, how 
the coming and demise of the rail
way affected the area and won
derful tidbits of family genealogi
cal information. Even though I’ve 
never been to the lake and don’t 
know any of the folks mentioned 
in the book, I’d like to think that 
after reading See You Next Sum
mer I would be right at home 
there.

Bruce McCraw has included 
over 150 of his more than 350 
postcards (the results of more than 
20 years of collecting), laced the 
text with anecdotes and personal 
memories and in so doing has 
given us another precious re
minder of a time that was more 
serene, less hectic and certainly 
more innocent. One cannot but be 
amazed at the diversity of the 
scenes on the postcards. Largely 
a book to be perused at leisure, 
it provides views of the various 
resorts, shots of people enjoying 
water sports, canoeing and boat
ing and scenes of pastoral seren
ity will evoke memories of sum
mers past in everyone.
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by Gerry BoyceJ
Congratulations - Congratula
tions to Paul Dinkel, who has 
been recognized by the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation through its 
Heritage Community Recogni
tion Program. Belleville City 
Council will present the official 
certificate and pin to Paul at its 
meeting on November 9.

Paul is a strong supporter of 
built heritage in downtown 
Belleville and has done much to 
restore several significant build
ings, especially on the north side 
of East Bridge Street between 
Front and Pinnacle streets. He 
also played a leading role in the 
RiverSide Murals project last 
year, resulting in several large, 
attractive, heritage-theme mu
rals being added to downtown 
walls.
And again - Congratulations to 
Hastings County Council. Coun
cil has decided— at least for 
now— to maintain its council 
chambers on the third floor of 
the county A dm inistration 
Building and Court House in 
Belleville. There had been pres
sure to move the Social Hous
ing operations into the cham
bers.

Municipal amalgamations and 
a smaller council—there will be 
further shrinkage at the end of 
this year with the amalgamation 
of Bancroft and Dungannon— 
probably will lead to renewed 
discussion in the not-too-distant 
future.
Times change - 1 can recall our 
Society’s fight to save the pre
vious County Court House (built 
in 1838-1839) some 40 years 
ago. Now we’re talking about 
the “historic” council chamber 
in the “new” building. Sooner 
or later, heritage supporters will 
be picketing to save an historic 
McDonalds Restaurant or pre
vent the removal of insul-brick 
siding from a house.
Amazing - In just one month, 
53 Building Blocks have been 
purchased for Project 2000, the 
expansion of the Tweed and 
Area Heritage Centre. Each 
block costs $100 and official

Income Tax receipts are avail
able. Evan Morton and the her
itage community are looking 
forward to a larger, fireproof 
(as possible), climate-control
led addition.
Ouch - Jim Coyle’s column in 
The Toronto Star on October 
22 resurrected historian Bruce 
Hutchison’s view of Sir Mac
kenzie Bowell as “a tiny, stu
pid, man” with “influence over 
the extreme lunatic fringe of 
the Tory vote.”

I look forward to the day 
when Betsy Dewar Boyce, our 
energetic picture archivist, is 
able to offer a more accurate 
description of Bowell, based 
on her thorough study of this 
man who rose from printer’s 
devil at The Intelligencer to be
come prim e m inister of 
Canada from 1894 to 1896. 
Betsy’s manuscript awaits a 
publisher.

Incidentally, to set the record 
straight, I should point out that 
Betsy (Mrs. G. E. Boyce) is not 
related to me (Mr. G. E. 
Boyce), although we share 
similar initials, backgrounds 
and many interests.
W eather or not - From 
Barney Moorhouse’s excellent 
“Times Traveller” column in 
The Bancroft Times comes this 
note from the paper of Octo
ber 1910: “The Indians and the 
oldtimers say that the coming 
of winter will be one of the 
coldest on record. They point 
to the fact that the fur-bearing 
animals are growing thicker 
and longer coats than custom
ary, that the m uskrats are 
building their houses larger 
and higher than is their custom 
in mild winters, that the bears 
are starting to make their dens 
in the most protected places 
they can find, and the little 
chipmunks and gophers are 
also preparing for a siege. 
They say that these signs never 
fail.”

Does any reader have a com
ment on similar signs in 1998? 
Call Gerry at (613) 968-5023.

Remembrance Day is approaching. The above picture shows how 
the Armistice was celebrated in Belleville on November 11,191B. 
The picture is from the Leo A rthur Young Collection presented 
recently to  the Society by Margaret Preston. It  is in an album 
probably kept by Viola Frost, who later married A rthur Young. 
Crowds were gathered in fron t of the Armour a t  the corner of 
Bridge and Pinnacle Streets, (below) Percy and Herbert stand 
beside the Frost home a t 21 Foundry Street, with the Greenleaf 
Foundry complex in the background. The foundry and house stood 
on the site of the present Federal Building a t  the corner o f Pin
nacle and Station streets. Does anyone know what Percy and 
Herbert’s las t names were?



Glanmore
Yuletide
Events

Calendar
November 7

Christmas exhibit from Parks 
Canada opens at Glanmore

November 26
First Annual Festival of Trees 
House Tour 4:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Tickets $15.00 per person.

Wreath Workshop 
December 6

Cedar and ribbon supplied. Cost is 
$20. Call 962-2329 to pre-register.

Yuletide “Candlelight” Tour 
December 18

Refreshments served $5 for adults 
$2.50 for children 7:00 p.m. and 
8:30 pm. Call 962-2329 to pre

register.

Raffia Angel Workshop 
December 13 

Call 962-2329 for details.
Cost is $25 all materials supplied. 

Please call to pre-register

Children’s Program 
December 20

Enjoy festive activities and 
refreshments From 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Yuletide “Candlelight” Tour 
December 22 

Refreshments served.
Call 962-2329 to pre-register.

We welcome co-op students Jamie from Quinte 5.6. and Graeme from 
Moira. They will be working with Christine in education and helping the 
Museum gear up for its  busiest season. In addition, three students 
from the Sir Sandford Fleming College Museum Management and Cu- 
ratorship Program will be observing our highly respected education 
programs. An important aspect of our community service is to  provide 
training and job experience for secondary and postsecondary s tu 
dents.

A t the December 1 meeting of the Friends of Glanmore National His
toric Site the guest speaker will be Jennifer Bunting, Archivist for 
Lennox and Addington County Museum (please see front page). She 
will give an illustrated talk on Victorian Christmas Cards. Guests are 
most welcome to  join us a t 10:30 for coffee, followed by the speaker.

This is one example of the type of cards on which Jennifer 
Bunting will speak at Glanmore National Historic Site on 

Tuesday, December 1, at 10:30 a.m.
From The Family Herald 

collection of Lewis Zandbergen
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