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Power, Prime Ministers 
and the Press 

By Mary-Lynne Morgan 

You will hear a lot about all three when you attend 
the Society’s Annual Banquet and Celebration of 
History on Saturday, November 2nd at the Rama-
da Hotel on Bay Bridge Rd. (formerly the Trave-
lodge Hotel).  

No one is better prepared to speak on the relationship 
between the Government and the Press than Robert 
Lewis, former Editor-in-Chief of Maclean’s Mag-
azine and a long-time member of the Parliamen-
tary Press Gallery. Over the years he has seen it 
all—from petulance and name-calling to stonewall-
ing, on the part of all parties. He is ready to give you 
his observations and insights into how the govern-
ment of the day works with (and against) the press 
corps, and who really wields the power in our gov-
ernment.  In this age of “fake news” and unsubstanti-
ated sources on the internet, it is increasingly im-
portant for us to be able to trust our news sources to 
tell the truth to the public. With his lengthy back-
ground in media coverage of government, he is emi-
nently qualified to provide a very interesting talk on 
this vital topic. Mr. Lewis is also likely to have cop-
ies of his recent book, Power, Prime Ministers and 
the Press for sale that evening. 

Your delicious three course meal will include a salad 
and dessert and your choice of either AAA striploin 
beef or salmon with a butter/dill sauce as your en-
tree— all for just $65 per person.  The Social Hour 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. with dinner to be served at 
7:00 p.m. 

New this year—The HCHS banquet will be held in 
the recently renovated main floor rather than the up-
stairs meeting rooms, making it easier for all to ac-

cess. Instead of having our displays in a separate 
small room and being crushed in the upstairs lobby 
during the social hour, all the evening’s activities 
will be held in the same large main floor dining 
room.  

This is the big event of the year for the Society, and 
usually sells out quickly. Tickets may be purchased 
either at the Archives or Pinnacle Music in down-
town Belleville, Bruinix Jewellers in Trenton, or 
by calling Richard Hughes (613-961-7772), Or-
land French (613-969-8354) or Mary-Lynne Mor-
gan (613-961-7091). 

Since this is also the major fundraiser for the Society, 
we are always looking for individuals or businesses 
to become Table Sponsors. For just $250 you or your 
business will be highlighted at each table, and your 
business card will be featured in at least one Outlook 
throughout the coming year. If you think you might 
want to support the Hastings County Historical Soci-
ety, the largest and most active historical society in 
Ontario, just give Richard Hughes a call at 613-961-
7772. He will be happy to explain more of the bene-
fits of being a Sponsor for the Society. 

 

  

Mayor’s Hunt for History 
2019 

The Historical Society has joined in partnership with 
Belleville’s Mayor Panciuk to create and deliver the 
2019 Mayor’s Hunt for History. With the goal of 
bringing our students into contact with some aspects 
of our great and colourful local history, this year’s 
program is open to all high school students in Belle-
ville.   

The “Hunt” invites the students to consider the pho-



 

tos of 15 historical buildings which have been set out 
in a special website, to choose 3 photos, and to go out 
and take corresponding photos of the three subject 
buildings today. These must be submitted by October 
15, with whatever additional text the student might 
wish to research. A number of interesting prizes have 
been assembled for those submissions showing the 
greatest faithfulness to the original photo and best 
additional information.  

The program is set out at website:  

belleville.ca/mayorshistoryhunt 
 

 

Historical Plaques and 
Their Role in Exploring  

Our Past 
By Bill Kennedy 

There are hundreds of historical plaques on roadsides 
and in cities and towns all over Ontario. Sentinels of 
our past, they provide brief but succinct stories about 
people, places and events that have forged our coun-
try. They can unlock interest in a subject we knew 
nothing about and lead us along a road to  fascinating 
discoveries. Hastings County is dotted with them. 
Can you remember the last time you stopped to read 
one? 

Over the past 
three years your 
Historical Society 
has been an active 
participant in pro-
moting Hastings 
history through 
the development, 
purchase and cere-
monial placing of 
historical plaques 
at sites throughout 
the county. You 
will find them 
from Belleville to 
Madoc to Ban-
croft and places in 
between. Record-
ing their locations 

along with those of many other plaques of national, 
provincial and municipal origins was the challenge 
Society Past President Orland French set himself two 
years ago when he began his work of putting together 
the Hastings County Historical Plaque website. It is a 
notable and important contribution that offers citizens 

and visitors alike a glimpse into our particular story. 
It’s up and running and is the next best thing to being 
on site. Orland French made it the subject of the Sep-
tember Public Presentation. 

Plaques commemorating the history of countries, 
their achievements and their people have been around 
a long time. Medieval Europe had them on church 
walls and tombs, and around that same time, the Be-
nin Empire that flourished in present-day Nigeria was 
using them. In Britain, the modern era of historical 
plaques began in 1866 with the Blue Plaque program. 
The first person honoured was Lord Byron, the 
plaque being installed in 1867 at his birthplace in 
Cavendish Square. Regrettably, the house was demol-
ished and the plaque lost. The store that now stands at 
that address has a replacement plaque with the By-
ronic quote “Always laugh when you can. It is a 
cheap medicine.”  

Plaques can record insignificant things that lead to 
great undertakings. Classical music lovers will like 
this one, which we quote here: “Near this spot oc-
curred, in 1898, the incident depicted in Variation 
No. 11 of Sir Edward Elgar’s Variations on an Origi-
nal Theme (Enigma). Dan, a bulldog belonging to Dr. 
George Robertson Sinclair, organist of the Cathedral, 
fell in the river during a walk with G.R.S. and his 
friend the composer.” Plaques can also record things 
that lead to nothing. Under the auspices of the East-
ern Daily Press and the Norwich School of Art and 
Design, we find one that reads “Muhammad Ali, 
World Heavyweight Boxing Champion, visited a su-
permarket on this site on 19 October 1971 as part of a 
promotional tour for Ovaltine.”  

C.W. Hunt, Belleville author of books on the prov-
ince’s rumrunning days, composed these words for 
the plaque about the city’s Wharf Street Debating 
Club, which got its start in 1913. “For nearly a centu-
ry, a converted wooden boat house housed the City of 
Belleville’s most colorful and controversial institu-
tion. Every civic election, aspiring politicians would 
nervously endure caustic jabs and verbal skewing by 
Foster Ward’s working-class wits who, for one night, 
could expose the sins and broken promises of their 
supposed betters. While pipe and cigar smoke choked 
the air thicker than a London fog, the language could 
make a sailor blush. Women were barred from entry 
but after a historic and lively battle, they won admit-
tance (in 1988) and the wit meter rose even higher.” 

Some of our Hastings County plaques have big-time 
stories attached to them. Did you know, for example, 
that the Montreal Canadiens hockey club was found-
ed in 1909 by three Ontario boys? You can read all 
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about it at the front entrance to Belleville’s Sports 
and Wellness Centre on Cannifton Road. Outside the 
Belleville library there is the story about James Ber-
tram Collip, one of the co-discoverers of insulin, the 
drug that has saved countless lives around the world. 
Historical Society plaques in Belleville include those 
commemorating the Griffin Opera House (yes, Belle-
ville once had such a grand address), the Marchmont 
Home for orphaned children from Britain, the Pinna-
cle Street Railway and Mrs. Simpson’s Tavern where 
local militiamen gathered during the War of 1812.  
There are also plaques for Thomasburg, Lonsdale, 
Corbyville, Marmora and Madoc. Next spring three 
plaques for Trenton will be placed in conjunction 
with the Trent Port Historical Society. The Historical 
Society volunteers and diehard history buffs who at-
tend these ceremonies can frequently be spotted by 
their attire. Top hats and swallow-tailed coats, tartan 
vests and ankle-length dresses add merriment to these 
festive proceedings. 

Go about as far north as you can go in Hastings 
County and you’ll find the plaque recounting a story 
that made it into Ripley’s Believe It or Not. In 1912 
the flat-bottomed steamboat Mayflower sank in Kam-
aniskeg Lake. Nine passengers drowned while three 
others saved themselves by clinging to a floating 
item from the ship’s cargo, a casket with a body in-
side. Ripley’s headlined it “Dead Man Saves Three.” 

In closing, it is appropriate that we not forget to sa-
lute the plaque of plaques. Herewith in full is its con-
tent: “The Toronto Recursive History Project of To-

ronto’s Recursive History. This plaque was com-
memorated on October 10, 2018, to commemorate its 
own commemoration. Plaques like this one are an 

integral part of the campaign to support more plaques 
like this one. By reading this plaque, you have made 
a valuable addition to the number of people who have 

read this plaque. To this day and up to the end of this 
sentence, this plaque continues to be read by people 
like yourself. Heritage Toronto 2018.” 

 

What Is Your Historical  

Society Doing for  

Our Community? 
The Hastings County Historical Society has been de-
veloping while promoting local history for over sixty 
years, and during that time it has grown to become 
one of the most successful societies of its kind in On-
tario. Its monthly Public Presentations, held at the 

Maranatha Church auditorium, frequently draw up-
wards of 150 people to listen to informative presenta-
tions given by a variety of speakers on county and 
Canadian historical topics.  

One of the Society’s ongoing projects over the past 
three years has been the installation of numerous 
bronze plaques in Belleville and throughout Hastings 
County that commemorate in words and pictures peo-
ple, places and events from our history. Belleville’s 
Griffin Opera House, Chisholm Lumber Mill and the 
Marchmont Home for the 10,000 orphaned and im-
poverished British Home Children brought to Belle-
ville over a fifty-year period beginning in 1875 are 
three of the thirteen plaques that have been placed so 
far. Four more plaques are planned for 2020 includ-
ing three in Quinte West. The Society has developed 
a website showing all plaques throughout Hastings 
County, including the thirteen erected by the Society, 
where they can be found and background infor-
mation. 

A popular early summer event is the bus tour the So-
ciety organizes each year that gives participants the 
opportunity to learn about the county’s past by visit-
ing the places where events happened. Always a 
pleasant outing in our neighbouring countryside.  

Over the past few years the Society has been regular-
ly involved in making presentations to schools and 
retirement homes, and has participated in numerous 
community events like the O’Hara Mill Heritage Day 
and Canada Day. 

A new program begun last year and going forward is 
the “Mayor’s Hunt for History,” which invites stu-
dents from Belleville schools to participate in a local 
history quiz program for which prizes are awarded. 
In 2019, the event will be a “then and now” photo 
contest involving high school students.  

The Society produces a monthly newsletter called 
Outlook. It features news of coming events, write-ups 
of the monthly speakers’ presentations as well as in-
teresting historical articles and photographs.  

Local history is a treasure trove of stories about peo-
ple and places from our past, and local authors have 
written a number of books about them, which are 
published by the Society and are available for pur-
chase from the Community Archives of Belleville 
and Hastings County with whom the Society has a 
close association. 

The Society is developing a strong online presence 
with its website and recent inauguration into the so-
cial media environment through Facebook and Insta-
gram.  



 

The Hastings County Historical Society’s annual fall 
banquet with nationally recognized guest speakers is 
always a sold-out affair. The date for this year is No-
vember 2nd, and tickets are on sale now. Everyone is 
welcome.  

 

Belleville’s Billiards  
Scene—1950s Style 

Part 2 
By Richard Hughes 

 

In last month’s Outlook we recalled the ominous 
words of Professor Harold Hill in the Broadway mu-
sical The Music Man where he argued that the game 
of billiards was the first step to the degradation of our 
youth. Well, maybe he was overstating things a bit, 
but at that time the pool halls were considered by 
some to be less than savoury places. But not to the 
upper teens and young men of my acquaintance at 
that time. They were places of relaxed social interac-

tion with our peers 
over a coke and a 
smoke.   

Last month we 
toured five such 
pool rooms, begin-
ning near the CN/
Via Station with 
Sheridan’s Billiards 
and then crossed all 
the way to Dundas 
and Church Streets 
to call in on Wayne 
Francis’s pool hall. 
We then moved a 
few blocks up to 
Bridge Street where 
we found William 
Lafferty’s facility, 

and slipped around the corner to Front Street and up 
to Sam and Tom Pappas’s place beside the beautiful 

4 

Jimmy Yeotes  



 5 

smells of the Nut House. A couple of blocks further 
along we came to Victoria Avenue and the large Na-
tional Billiards of James Annis and George Poulos.   

This month we come to what I consider the most col-
ourful of all the emporiums of pool, the Uptown Bil-
liards at 316 Front Street. The owner, James Yeotes, 
had arrived in Canada from his native village of Ar-
cadia in Greece, finding his way to Belleville in the 
early 1930s. Due to its wide range of offerings, the 
Uptown drew a very mixed crowd. Upon entering the 
establishment the first thing to be heard was likely the 
boisterous voice of Jimmy Yeotes, as he was known 
to his regulars, asking if you wanted a hamburger. At 
25 cents, they were a great start to the visit.   

Another service to the clients was the Friday night 
cheque-cashing service, which also required a fee of 
25 cents. Most workers were paid on Friday after-
noon, and at that time, the banks closed at 3 p.m. This 
situation cried out for a solution, and Jimmy Yeotes 
rose to the occasion, cashing large numbers of 
cheques for the appreciative workers.  

On the other side of the “front room” was the shoe-
shine facility—seven locations with a long bench 
raised high so that the patrons could place their feet 
on the brass footrests at about waist height. Here 
Mike Salottolo, who had arrived in Belleville from 
his native Italy, carried out a very busy task. At that 
time leather dress shoes were dominant. and people 
cared very much about their appearance. In the earlier 
years, Mike also carried out a vital task for the well-
dressed man, cleaning and blocking their handsome 
fedora hats. This was done in the basement using 
strong chemicals as the hats were placed on wooden 
forms, matching the size and style of the fine fedora 
felt hat.  

Then there was the pool room, discreetly placed be-
hind a full-size partition. The twelve tables were al-
ways fully occupied and usually by, in my experi-
ence, the older and more talented players. While 
snooker was the game of choice for most, the Uptown 
offered other more exotic games such as pea pool, 
skittles and one table at the very back for the less tal-
ented—boston—with the numbered balls. Gambling 
on the games was, of course, strictly prohibited by the 
management, but in some cases the games began with 
a few dollar bills being stuffed surreptitiously into a 
corner pocket to be retrieved, also discreetly, by the 
winner of the game.  

After 35 years in the billiards business, Jimmy Yeotes 
retired and sold the business to his nephew, Peter 
Zamanis, who had learned the trade very well for sev-
eral years under his uncle. In 1972, Mr. Zamanis 

moved to his own pool hall, Mr. Zed, which contin-
ues to offer the game today. James Yeotes left a last-
ing memorial to his adopted city by donating the 
land, once occupied by the very old Belleville Arena 
on Turnbull Street for the construction of Belleville’s 
first senior citizen housing project—Yeotes Court.  

 
 

A Window to History 
By Lois Foster 

A few years ago while reading the 1845 Kingston 
newspapers, I noted a short item announcing that in 
Montreal the building of the Methodist Cathedral on 
Great Saint James Street was coming along nicely. I 
was so sure that I had found the origin of Belleville’s 
Great St. James Street because the Methodist Episco-
pal Church was being built in Belleville that same 
year. Now I am wondering about this discovery. The 
church was built on the present northeast corner of 
Church and Great St. James Streets, but the street had 
been an unnamed street until 1860! The Hastings 
County Directories called it Foundry Street, and the 
Belleville Assessment used a non-registered name, 
Coulter Street, during most of the 1850s. A new as-
sessor in 1858 and 1859 called it “below the hill” and 
“under the hill.” The Coulter Street name was quite 
appropriate. John Coulter, a blacksmith, built the 
large stone house shown on the right of the photo. It 
had many rooms and an entrance on both streets so 
he could help the young and very poor Irishmen with 
a place to stay and help them find jobs. But I like my 
theory, and I’m sticking to it until a better one comes 
along.  

Back to a few years ago, while mulling over my great 
discovery, I wondered if the old brick church shell 
might still be under the modern façade of the present 
building. I visited View Tech Windows and Doors at 
329 Church Street, and carrying my early maps, 
asked the manager if there was any suggestion of a 
church in his building. He hadn’t noticed any but 
said there was a trap door in the ceiling and I could 
look up there. He brought in a long stepladder and 
opened the trap door and handed me a flashlight. 
There, in the east end wall of the building, I could 
faintly see the frame of the upper half of a tall, grace-
fully designed Gothic window.  

The Episcopal Methodists were an extension of 
American Methodism which was organized under 
bishops. In 1828, the Canadian Branch broke away 
from the American parent body. In 1833, their con-
ference voted to merge with the British Methodist 
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The same newspaper reported on October 7, 1863: 
“Church Re-opened. The M E Church has been con-
siderably enlarged and improved during the past 
summer and was on Sunday last re-dedicated. The 
church is neatly finished inside, the design being of 
the most chaste kind, and free from ornament. The 
pews which are without doors are a great improve-
ment on those formerly in use being well propor-
tioned and conveniently arranged. The pulpit, altar 
raising and the entire surroundings are plain, the for-
mer being only a little elevated, an improvement on 
high pulpits. The aisles are carpeted through-out and 
the entire wood-work is neatly grained. An efficient 
choir loft above added much to the interest of the oc-
casion.” The 1874 Bird’s Eye View map shows this 
version of the church. 

When their membership increased to fill the church, 
they built Tabernacle Church at the top of the Church 
Street hill, moving there in 1877. 

 

Detail of 1874 Bird’s Eye View map of Belleville, showing 
the Methodist Episcopal Church (#17) at the northeast cor-
ner of Great St. James St. and Church St. 

Building as it looks today (View Tech Windows and Doors) 
at 329 Church St., Belleville                   Photo by Amanda Hill 

Church which became the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. A minority of the membership did not agree 
to this. They wanted to be independent of the govern-
ment in Canada and of the Conference in Britain so 
they reorganized as Canadian Episcopal Methodists. 
They had no share in the denominational property. 
About twenty families met in a building on the north 
side of Hotel Street, now Victoria Avenue, between 
Front and Pinnacle Streets, but always desired to 
build a church of their own.  According to the Land 
Registry Abstract for lot 40 East Church Street, Nel-
son Gilbert Reynolds purchased the lot on Feb. 15, 
1839 from the family of the late John Walden Mey-
ers. On Feb. 13, 1845 N. G. Reynolds sold to the 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  

Quoting from the Canada Christian Advocate, the 
Episcopal Methodists’ church paper, an article dated 
January 1846: The New Brick Chapel is a substantial 
brick building (fifty by forty feet), with a heavy pro-
jecting cornice showing a fine front, and in its walls 
are eight large and well finished gothic windows and 
the walls are sufficiently elevated to give the edifice 
an imposing and fine appearance. Its inside is taste-
fully finished, with a vestibule at the entrance, and a 
gallery above for the singers. The stoves are placed 
with their doors in the vestibule, and the pulpit and 
altar are at the opposite end of the house.” Looking at 
the north wall of View Tech in the photo, I wonder if 
the windows have been conveniently placed where 
the tall, Gothic windows of the old brick church had 
been.  

How did this small congregation manage to pay for 
this church? Besides impoverishing themselves with 
pledged securities and donating their time and labour, 
they canvassed everyone in town. John Reynolds, an 
early itinerant preacher and business entrepreneur in 
Belleville gave large sums. He was the first Bishop of 
their church. You may also well ask how they built 
the Belleville Seminary, established in 1857 as the 
church’s centre for the professional training of its 
clergy and nine years later as a co-educational sec-
ondary school renamed Albert College.  

The congregation had grown in size over so few 
years that the Hastings Chronicle newspaper in 
Belleville reported on August 5, 1863 in their col-
umn, “Editor’s Walk”: “Crossing from Brown’s 
Foundry we observe that quite an extension has been 
made to the M E Church, and determined that the 
principal addition measures 36 by 24 besides a vestry 
32 by 20, thus yielding nearly twice the accommoda-
tion to that available before. It is to be completed by 
October first next. The outlay will be about $1,000. 
The Messrs Gorman did the mason work.” 
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Date: Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2019 

Time: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Location: Maranatha  
 

100 College Street West, Belleville 

An Entertaining Night Out—Bring a Friend 

 

(Please use rear parking lot and back entrance and go to 
Meeting Room.)   

Topic: The Great Lumber Barons 
of Trenton featuring the film  

Lumber Barons, the Gilmour Years 
(see poster on page 4) 

 

Historian and film producer Sean Scally 
brings this powerful new film and vibrant 
presentation on the days when lumber was 
king in Trenton – how the Trent River and 
the Gilmour Family fueled the fortunes of a 
few and carved out an existence for many.  
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Note to Authors—By submitting material to be printed 
in the Outlook, the author confirms that he/she holds both 
legal and moral rights to the material, and grants permis-
sion to the Hastings County Historical Society to use this 
material in print and/or electronically. The opinions ex-
pressed in articles submitted to the Outlook are those of 
the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Hastings County Historical Society, its Board or its mem-
bers. 

A Very Special Evening  

for You 
The Historical Society brings to you a series of eight 
public presentations each year, featuring interesting 
and informative speakers on a wide range of local 
topics. We are particularly proud to tell you of our 
October 15 event which is a double-barreled evening 
with a presentation and a great new documentary film 
entitled Lumber Barons -- The Gilmour Years, pro-
duced by filmmaker Sean Scally.   

In the late 1800s, thousands of logs were carried 
down the Trent River into the waiting arms of the 
Gilmour family and their extensive sawmill and fab-
ricating factories. Fortunes were made for the lumber 
barons, and hundreds of families in the area pros-
pered from this boom.   

An excellent way to enjoy a cool fall evening with 
warm surroundings and great entertainment. It all be-
gins at 7:30 at Maranatha; use the rear entrance as it 
leads right into the auditorium. 

 

tel:613-967-3304

