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Maiden Speech in House

Medicare ‘Dangerous Step’ to Loss of Individuality: Potter
TORONTO (CP) — Conserva

tive member Dr. Richard Potter 
has called Canada’s medical 
care plan the most dangerous 
social measure conceived by the 
federal government.

The member for Quinte told 
the legislature Thursday the 
federal government has “forced 
medicare through legislation 
and is actually attempting to 
blackmail our province into co
operation.”

He said Ontario contributes 
about half of all federal tax 
revenues and would get roughly 
$150,000,000 back if it accepted 

the scheme which goes into ef
fect July 1.

“In effect then . . . the Ontar
io government must agree to 
adopt 'medicare or forfeit its 
grant from Ottawa. ...”

“In other words, no matter 
what the government of a prov
ince the size of Ontario believes, 
it must accept the policy of 
compulsory state operated med
icare, or suffer from excessive 
taxation.”

Dr. Potter backed Premier 
Robarts’ decision to keep Ontar
io out of the plan at least during 
its first year of operation.

“I cannot help but wonder,” 

he said, “what country behind 
the Iron Curtain would not glad
ly buy their freedom back for 
much more than the $150,000,000 
we are being pressured to ac
cept for ours.”

He also said that if the plan is 
accepted, private insurance 
companies no longer will be 
able to sell medical care insur
ance in Ontario.

Compulsory measures such as 
this are “insidious forces which 
are seeking to destroy our indi
viduality as well as our free
dom.”

The forces were born with the 
baby bonus and gained strength 
with old age pensions “which 

everyone, regardless of need, 
receives.”

“The most recent and most 
dangerous step is medicare,” he 
said.

”... We are still paying for 
each (previous) service pro
vided, only now we pay in taxes 
instead of by direct payment, 
and we have turned control over 
to the state."

The provincial government 
did not escape Dr. Potter’s 
critical eye.

He called on it during throne 
speech debate to:

1. Extend the provisions of the 
Hospital and Diagnostic Serv 
ices Act to include nursing 

home care as an insured bene
fit;

2. Provide incentive grants to 
encourage the establishment of 
more nursing homes;

3. Add rehabilitation and 
chronically ill units to each ac
tive treatment hospital, rather 
than providing one for each 
area.

Dr. Potter said the proposals 
were designed to free hospital 
beds for active treatment pa
tients.

In Quinte riding development 
of facilities for rehabilitation 
and the Chronically ill, has lag
ged “far behind” active treat
ment services.

“A building program in our 
area will provide ample ac
commodation for both active 
treatment and chronically-ill 
patients. But so far no plans 
have been made for rehabili
tation beds on a purely local 
level.”

Dr. Potter claimed in the 
“majority of cases” severely- 
disabled patients are discharged 
for home convalescence with
out receiving any rehabilitation 
treatment.

Ontario already is planning 
area rehabilitation units. To be 
effective, such facilities should 
be established with every gen
eral treatment hospital, he 
said. DR. RICHARD POTTER


