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1. Hastings County is one of Ontario's largest 

and longest counties - so large and long, 
in fact, that it's very difficult for one 
end of the county to keep up to date on 
what's happening at the other end.
To bring members and friends of the COUNTY 
historical society up to date with events 
and history in the northern half of the 
county, we're pleased to announce that our 
APRIL 15th GENERAL MEETING will be an 
ARMCHAIR TOUR OF HISTORIC NORTH HASTINGS.
Our guide will be BOB LYONS of Monteagle 
Township. A former resident of Toronto (where he operated 
a limousine service), Bob moved to the Bancroft area more 
than ten years ago, fell in love with the area, and settled 
down. He is a reporter for the Bancroft Times and writes 
for the Toronto Star and the Belleville Intelligencer.
His ''North County Views" series in the Intell has raised 
interest in the north. The first article in the series 
appeared last October 5th and is reprinted in OUTLf^K to 
give you an understanding of Bob's point of view. In 

. addition to writing, he operates the Northern Source Books 
store in Bancroft.
Come to the meeting on APRIL 15th and enjoy Bob's slides 
(both historical and contemporary) as he takes us on a 
tour of North Hastings, including Gilmour, Gunter, Coe Hill, 
Umphraville, Wallace, and other centres. We'll hear of the 
early Indians and the pioneer white settlers. We may also 
learn more about the route of the old Central Ontario 
Railway, which abandoned right-of-way in 1986 is a matter 
of concern for several local municipal councils, as well 
as Hastings County Council (as noted at the March 25th 
council session).
For those attending the April 15th meeting who wish to add 
to their bookshelves of northern Hastings history, Bob Lyons 
will be bringing a few copies of Bancroft. A Bonanza of 
Memories and Bancroft and District Old Home Week, 1961 
Bancroft - Then. Each sells for five dollars.
The meeting will be in the Auditorium of the QUINTE LIVING 
CENTRE, 370 Front Street, Belleville, with coffee, displays, 
and a social half-hour at 7:30 P.M. and the meeting at 8:00. 
See you there on TUESDAY, APRIL 15th._______________________
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North County Sofnc areas of Hastings 
views can be worlds apart j

By BOB LYO NS Nearly 200 years ago John 
Graves Simcoe created the County 
of Hastings out of virgin bush. The 
regional government has been try
ing to bind the rocky north country 
to the busy lakeshore ever since.

Sometimes it doesn’t work.
A barely inhabited band of rock 

and swamp cut across the belt line 
of Highway 7, dividing Hastings in
to two spheres of nfluence. It’s left 
the northern part of the County an 
Isolated Island of culture, cut off 
bygeography.

Even radio signals have trouble 
getting through. Bancroft police 
work in a basin of magnetic rock, 
unable to reach the Madoc detach
ment over the airwaves.

Public information travels only 
one way. North Hastings residents 
live with the daily details of 
Belleville newscasts, through a 
satellite station, but the people of 
the County seat seldom hear from 
the north.

In fact there is so little com
munication that bus lines, couriers 
and the mall all run through Peter
borough to Toronto before ever 
getting to Belleville. It takes days 
for the north end of the County1 to 
talk to the south. j

There is an exception: once a 
week a school bus with straight 
bench seats braves the Bin- 
nockburn bog for a return shopp
ing trip to Belleville. i

The main link within the County 
is the telephone, which serves as a 
kind of information tax to people 
living in the north. Since every ad
ministrative office (education, 
land registration, social services, 
etc.) is run from Belleville, it costs 
northern residents a minimum of 
$3 to ask a simple question.

So far the County has failed to 
bridge the information gap. While 
a few offices have a secret toll-free 
line, none are available to the 
public. The poor, the unemployed

and the curious have to pay for in
formation that is free to the ma
jority of County residents.

Putting the County seat at the 
far end of the second longest coun
ty in the province also costs untold 
miles for every northern reeve, 
trustee, lawyer and government 
worker -  not to mention the public.

All this comes riot from any 
malice or fault, but a historical 
reality. When John G. Simcoe 
named this county after his friend 
Lord Rawdon of Hastings, Canada 
was but a sea of trees.

Fifty years later, grand visions 
of settlement led early pioneers up 
the Hastings Road from Belleville. 
When they found the reality of 
hard soil and hard winters, many 
fell back to “the front” or Prince 
Edward County. '

Yet the survivors in North 
Hastings retained their pioneer 
culture as strongly as anywhere in 
Ontario, partly due to that isola
tion. While the modern world tries 
to melt into one big city, a lot of 
people are looking back to those 
root*—and the values that grew 
there. >

As a w riter and am ateur 
historian in the north part of Oils 
gangly county, I'd like to pass on 
news and opinions from the Land 
Beyond the Swamp. North County. 
Views.

Hastings County north and south 
are stuck with each other, married 
for riearly 200 years. We might as 
well get to know one another.

2. Speaking of North. Hastings, now would be a good time to 
pick up a copy of Desperate Venture by James Plomer with 
Alan R. Capon (published by Mika Publishing, 1979) and 
read up on the railway development in the northern town
ships or check out The Grand Junction Railway by Nick and 
Helma Mika (Mika Publishing, 1985) to learn more about the 
Belleville and North Hastings Railway.

3. Our April 15th meeting falls in the middle of VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNITION WEEK and we’ll be taking a few minutes to pay 
tribute to the many members and friends who volunteer 
their time to help our Society.

A REMINDER . . . STUDENT RESEARCH ESSAYS, GENEALOGIES, and 
ART WORK ENTRIES should reach GEORGE SUPER at QUINTE 
SECONDARY SCHOOL BY FRIDAY. APRIL 25._______________________
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4. Our March meeting was a great one.
Almost 100 people turned out to 
recognize the work of the Seventh 
Town Historical Society since 1969.
MARION CALNAN introduced a slide

and sound 
presentation 
prepared by 
BRUCE GRAHAM.
The Reverend MAURICE McLEOD brought 
greetings from the Seventh Town 
Historical Society and accepted a 
Good Citizen Certificate on behalf 
of the visitors. Their society is to 
be commended for the Roblin Mill plaque, 

the restoration of the school, and the thorough township 
history. Bruce Graham is to be commended for his excellent 
multi-media presentation. Truly a great evening.

5. Other highlights at the March meeting included the MINUS 
ONE HUNDRED report by DOROTHY ASHTON (the Riel crisis was 
still the major item), the display of 1885 and 1936 flood 
pictures prepared by ADELE DIBBEN and BETSY BOYCE, the 
Genealogy Desk arranged by ALICE DELINE, and the several 
book draws with prizes by MIKA PUBLISHING. The winner of 
the draw for finding the error in the last 0UTL#®K was 
ELAINE PRESTON, who correctly identified the faulty name
as "Eliane Preston". Others who detected the error (but r s H i RL £ Y  
weren’t "drawn" in the draw were BETH GREEN, HELEN HUBBLE,\sfiNVFoRV, 
DORIS VARDY, and MABEL WRIGHTMAN. Hats off to several sharp 
readers who picked out an error in the Intell account of 
our new executive. DON and DOROTHY ASHTON, MARK DELINE, 
and JOAN DE SALIS saw that "Alice Dibben" should have been "Adele Dibben".

6. Society workshop committees are continuing to make progress 
on two fronts. Major steps were taken over the March Break 
to further organize our picture archives on the second floor 
of the Museum; BETSY BOYCE and ADELE DIBBEN are in charge
of the collection. And the Archives Committee continues to 
organize the collections in the Canadiana Room of the Corby 
Public Library; these workshops are held most Saturday 
mornings and interested volunteers should call the president 
at 968-5023 for details. We hope to totally organize the 
archives before a special session later this year marks 
the completion of the program made possible by the $3,125 
Wintario Grant provided by the Ontario Ministry of Citizen
ship and Culture.

7. Speaking of the Ministry, we received official word tnis week
of a Ministry grant of $2,250 to assist in the Society's 
general operations and outreach program. The grant was 
based on our 1984 activities and we appreciate the Ministry’s 
continuing support. Also this week came word that five 
Society volunteers will be honoured for their services over 
the years. The five are BETSY BOYCE, ALICE DELINE,
GREGG GORDON, ISABEL WRIGHT, and this writer. This is the 
second year that several of our volunteers have been 
recognized. Last year Volunteer Service Awards went to 
PAT BENNETT and members of our Building Research Committee.



8. The 1986 House Tour sponsored by the Canadian Federation 
of University Women takes place in the Belleville area on 
Saturday, May 10. The various buildings are being high
lighted in Intell articles by LINDA O ’CONNOR. Among the 
buildings described to date are "Glanmore" (the Hastings 
County Museum) and the residence of LEONA RIGGS at
21 Queen Street. This promises to be an interesting day.

9. HELP WANTED . . . John P. Meagher of 67 Appalachian Cr., 
Kitchener, Ontario, N2E 1A3, is researching the LONSDALE 
area. His great grandfather, Thomas Meagher, ''owned a saw 
mill near there on the Salmon RiverT The mill burned about 
1873 and the family moved to Guelph. Can any reader supply 
information on saw mills and/or grist mills at or near 
Lonsdale . . . especially names of owners?

10. MORE HELP WANTED . . . John Wannamaker of R.R. 1, Consecon, 
KOK 1T0, is seeking information on his great grandfather, 
James Walton Fox, where he came from and if he had any 
relatives who came to Smith's Creek. He married Catherine 
Sculthorpe, a granddaughter of Elias Smith, who came to 
Smith's Creek in 1797. Elias was a partner with Jonathon Walton in settling Hope Township. Can anyone supply data 
on the Smith, Sculthorpe, Fox, or Low families?

11. It's always good to hear from our readers. Thanks to 
SCOTT and ANNE ORFALD for their word of encouragement when 
they renewed membership for *86; to GWEN BRAIN for her 
humorous letter thanking the Society for the Good Citizen 
Award and sending "best wishes for continued growtrf’; and 
to MARJORIE VAN DAMME of Ocala, Florida, who sent a note 
that began this way . . .^
She pointed out there 
was a "small Hastings 
County celebration on abeach in Venice, Florida, a few days ago when we saw an 
Ontario license plate and discovered the owners were from 
Coe Hill. What an exchange of news and reminiscences."

o tXL&. GlJCs'
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12. A few notes from the County . . .
starting with this extract by BOB LYONS
in the Bancroft Times................ ^
The Tweed News on March 19 records the 
historical society’s new executive 
officers for 1986 . . . GEORGE WHITE 
writes a brief history of St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church (Tweed) for the 
Intell of March 22 . . . DERRICK ARNOLD 
of R.R. 4, Campbellford, launches a 
campaign to keep intact the old Belle
ville to Peterborough Railway and 
stations . . . Trenton L.A.C.A.C.
presented bronze plaques to three people whose homes were 
Heritage-designated during the past year . . . the trowel 
used to lay the cornerstone of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Frankford has been returned to the church by 
RICK LeDUC . . .  a Canadian stamp on April 14 will honour 
Indian loyalist MOLLY BRANT of Kingston, sister of Chief 
Joseph Brant . . .

Seeks Old School Records...Joyce 
Keller of Belleville has been, 
researching old school records, b u t; 
reports that there is very little for 
this area before 1898.. Apparently the , 
earlier records were kept by the ■ 
teachers or left, in the houses where 
they were boarding. Anyone finding 
such old records is encouraged to. 
bring them to the Board of Education * 
Office in the Bancroft Public School 
or to the Bancroft Museum.



13. Speaking of early local settlers, did you see the super 
article on ROY BONISTEEL of "Man Alive" in The Toronto 
Star of February 23? It commented on his Sidney Township 
family background.

14. Neighbouring News . . . The Cobourg and District Historical 
Society’s newsletter commented enthusiastically on the talk 
that J. ALLAN SMITH of Trenton gave on Camps Mohawk and 
Rathbun near Deseronto during the First World War. He 
"delighted his audience" at Cobourg, as he did earlier when 
he spoke to our Society.
EVELYN DREW of Picton has been named as Prince Edward 
County’s Citizen of the Year. Active in several historical 
associations, she is Dominion President of the United 
Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada. Congratulations.
At a recent executive meeting,the Lennox and Addington 
Historical Society voted to present a microfiche reader to 
the Lennox and Addington County Museum in memory of the 
late JUDGE GERALD F. SMITH, a long-time president of the 
society. Judge Smith also helped to initiate the Hastings 
County Historical Society some thirty years ago and was a 
life member of our Society.

15. The LOCAL BOOKSHELF continues to grow. Recent additions
include "The Hennessys of the Bay of Quinte", an illustrated 
78-page family history by PETER HARRISON HENNESSf;
"The Gentle Adventurer", a tribute by MARGARET TAYLOR of 
Belleville to her father, the Rev. ROBERT McKAY, who 
ministered in British Columbia; "Skulking for the King.
A Loyalist 
ana forest 
J. FRASER;

Plot", a 142-page account of espionage, escape, 
warfare during the American Revolution,by 
"Historic Kingston, volume 34" with articles on 

Michael Grass, Policing in Kingston, Fort Henry during the
Second World War, etc.; "It's Late, 
and All the Girls Have Gone: An 
Annesley Diary, 1907-1910", telling 
how 16-year old KATHLEEN COWAN of 
Napanee arrived in 1907 at Victoria 
College’s Annesley Hall in Toronto, 
to follow a course in Honours 
Classics [this is her detailed 
diary of the next three and more 
years]; and the further note at 
right on the recent Susanna Moodie 
book by the three authors who spoke 
to the Society in December and were 
again at the Corby Library (for a 
Brown Bag Lunch in March) . . . 
this review by ARNOLD EDINBOROUGH 
appeared in The Financial Post of 
March 15; he read the book as part 
of a "blahs break" at the end of 
February.
P.S. Page 35 of the March 25th 
Intell highlighted the work of 
our Society. JULIA ASHBERRY 
was the author.

Fine scholarship
Susanna Moodie: Letters of Lifetime 

(edited by Carl AUstadt, Elizabeth Hopkins 
and Michael Peterman; University of To
ronto Press, 390 pp., $29.95) takes us 
back 150 years. Susanna Moodie was one 
of a large family of girls who all wrote 
poetry, books for children, short stories, in 
fact, anything that would sell to help their 
somewhat straitened circumstances in a 
run-down English manor house.

When she married she came 'out to 
Canada and, from her pioneer home in 
Douro, near Peterborough, Ont., wrote 
Roughing it in the Bush, an instant best 
seller on both sides of the Atlantic.

Impeccably edited, and with connecting 
links between the various stages of her life 
which added up to a concise biography, this 
volume breathes the leisurely pace of rural 
England to begin with, then the hectic 
woirk-filled, disease-marred life pf early 
rural Canada.

Fine scholarship, an interesting author, 
a seminal account of pioneer life,, and 
excellent design by the University of To
ronto Press made this a prime companion 
for the week.
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16. There are other books that 
could be included in our 
Bookshelf List. I keep 
promising to include news 
of two books relating to 
the 1837 Unrest in Hastings 
County . . . BETSY BOYCE 
called them to my attention; 
however, let's end with something a little lighter.

17. Before closing, a word of 
welcome to members of thecouncils of the City of Belleville and the County of Hastings. 
Both muncipalities are Corporate Sponsors of the Society and 
we are pleased to provide them with copies for all councillors.

Peanuts

“ Rats! ” eried"!
th e  hero.

1 weep t o  c h e c k
OUTI-*J\< ■ i s  I T
SUITABLE FOR OUR 
5CH00L UBRARV...T

DOW NTOW N  
BELLEVILLE 
REFLECTIONS

A1 Kelleher 
The Downtown Crier

Do You Remember?
The downtown o f forty or fifty years ago, do you 
remember the businesses located on the east side 
o f Front between Victoria & Campbell. I think I 
do, here goes.
At the south corner o f Victoria and Front was the 
National Billiards, Belmont Restaurant, Milady 
Shop, Cherry’s Printing, Symons Cigar Store, 
Schwabs Bookstore, Hydro Office (over the 
Hydro Office was O.B.C.), Woodleys Furriers, 
McKewons Drugstore, Williams Ladieswear, John 
L. Lewis Appliance Store, Lipsons, Macintosh 
Store, Leslies Shoe Store, Butchers Tobacco 
Store, Lincolns Shoe Store, Lipsons Furniture 
Store, Langmires Paints, Guild Restaurant, 
C .N .R. telegraph office, Royal Bank.
There now, did I miss any? We will try some more
n*»Yf ic c i ip  a n r i  m a v h p  a  f p w  I n r a l

18. Hope to see as many readers as possible at the April 15th
meeting when BOB LYONS will give us a glimpse of North Hastings.

NOTES and QUOTES 
from the One and Only 
Hastings County Historical Society 
P.0. Box 1418
Belleville, Ontario 
K8N 5J1
whose 375 members 
include 17 W.I.s, 
18 Corporations, 
and individuals 
in 3 Countries
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