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The following is a list of past Agents, Superintendents and Local Direc-
tors from 1907 to present:

1907 - 1909: Mr. Checker, Agent of the C.A.S.

1909 - 1916: Mr. Wrightmeyer, Agent of the C.A.S.
1916 - 1948: Mr. Ruston, Agent of the C.A.S.

1948 - 1952: Mr. Lockyer, Superintendent

1953: Ward Melanbacher

1954 - 1979: Mr. Bruce Kerr, Local Director

1979 - 1980: Mr. Andre Bergeron, Executive Director

1981 - Present: Mr. R. Larry MacDonald, Executive Director
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1937 - 1947 - Mr. H. G. Fetterly - deceased during office
1948 - 1951 - Mr. C. Hyde

1952 - Mr. J. F. Wilson

1955 - Mr. C. Morgan

1961 - Mrs. J. H. Forrester

1963 - Mr. Geo. Wishart

1964 - Dr. Sydney Rose

1966 - Mr. Ben Hurley

1967 - Mr. Thomas Colden

1968 - Mr. Thomas Burnside

1969 - Mr. Thomas Burnside

1970 - Mr. Thomas Burnside

1971 - Mr. Douglas Kinney

1972 - Mr. Gerald Boyce

1973 - Mr. Charles Bronson

1974 - Mr. Charles Bronscn

1975 - 1977 - Mr. Jack Bush

1977 - 1978 - Mr. J. Norman Rickaby
1979 - 1980 - Mr. J. Lester Stevens
1981 - 1984 - Mr. Ernie Parsons
1984 - 1987 - Mr. Ted Belyea

1987 - Mr. Les Jewell



PREFACE

My intention, initially, was to submit the history of the Children's Aid
Society to the Historical Society Research Essay Contest in September of
1987. 1 have been requested by Mr. R. Larry MacDonald, Executive Direc-
tor, to prepare the history to be placed in the "Time Capsule" and
sealed on April 14, 1987.

I have put together letters and reports from the year 1894. The paper
is now very fragile and in the event it does not last for another 100
years, at least you will be able to read exactly as written. I have
read the minutes of the meetings up until 1950. And interesting reading
it has been. Copies of the annual meetings in various forms have been
retained in the office. Again, I have noted the major events reported
at the annual meetings.

In October of 1983, the Children's Aid Society of the City of Belleville,
the County of Hastings and the City of Trenton, celebrated the 50th
anniversary of the Letters Patent.

I feel that a grave injustice was done to the citizens of this community,
who struggled through the early years of the Society. People who gave
of their time, their energy and their money. For that reason, I have
concentrated my efforts on the first 50 years.

Descendants of many leading citizens in the early part of the century
are leading citizens of Belleville today and hopefully some of their
descendants will be in this community, a hundred years from now. Many
of our city streets bear their names.



We are now on the eve of the move to 363 Dundas Street West. We are
leaving 311 Front Street, home of the Children's Aid Society since
March, 1968. We leave with many mixed emotions. For newer workers on
staff it is a joyous time (although working conditions are difficult).
They have not had time to build memories of the building as it was when
we moved - memories of workers who have come and gone, of dear friends
who died while on staff, of crisis within the Agency and good times
shared with co-workers.

We will miss the convenience of the downtown area, the pidgeons and bats
that have shared our accommodation. We will remember February 16, 1987,
when there was no heat and a few days later, no electricity.

The general history of the Children's Aid Society is presented from the
beginning to the present.
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Jean Cunningham, Reg. N.
Social Worker on Staff from 1966



Now I would like to take you back to the beginning of the Children's Aid
Society in the City of Belleville. In order to accomplish this I must
introduce you to Mr. J.J. Kelso.

John Joseph Kelso was born in Ireland on March 31, 1864. He was the
youngest of ten children. The family immigrated to Canada when John was
ten years old. The family suffered hunger and cold when father was
unable to support the family on his earnings. His mother's tears spurred
John to find odd jobs to pick up what bits of firewood he would find.
His devotion to his mother and her firm Christian principles stayed with
him all of his life.

The Fiftieth Anniversary - 1975

The Association of the Children's Aid Societies of the Province of
Ontario celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of the work
and the passing of the Children's Protection Act. We pay tribute to the
memory of the late Mr. J.J. Kelso for his foresight and great love for
the neglected children of the Province, and herewith give some of the
outstanding events in his life and efforts put forth for bettering the
lives of the unfortunate little ones.

1864 - Born March 31 at Dundalk, Ireland.
1874 - The family arrived in Toronto, Canada.
1875 - Messenger, Dominion Telegraph Co.

1880 - Heard the call to Social Service.

1884 - Pupil Jarvis Street College.

1885 - Reporter - Toronto World.

1887 Promoted legislation re street children and Ontario Act re
juvenile offenders. Organized Toronto Humane Society.

1888 Organized Children's Fresh Air Fund and Santa Claus Fund for
poor children. Advocated more playgrounds and free skating
rinks for children. Brought American Humane Convention to
Toronto.



1889

1892

1893

1894

1898

1903
1904

1905

1908

1909

Member of Toronto Globe staff, official stenographer Legis-
lature, president of Press Gallery.

Invited by Ontario Government to organize and direct child
welfare work. Called conference to organize Royal Canadian
Humane Association.

Appointed superintendent of Neglected and Dependent Children
of Ontario.

97 - Organized the Children's Aid Society of the City of
Belleville, Ont. In reports to Ontario Legislature advocated
many social reforms, especially public and for widows with
young children. Induced American Social Welfare Convention
to meet in Toronto. Elected vice-president Canadian Confer-
ence of Charities and Correction.

Addressed Manitoba Legislature, drafted Children's Act,
assisted in organization of Children's Aid Society of Winni-
peg. Addressed British Columbia Legislature on Child Wel-
fare, organized Children's Aid Societies in Vancouver and
Victoria.

Emptied Ontario Reformatory for Boys, Penetanguishene.
Secured homes for inmates and closed Ontario Refuge for
Girls.

Visited Nova Scotia to organize Children's Aid work. Child-
ren's Aid Society started in Halifax and New Glasgow.

Called meeting City Hall to organize Toronto Playgrounds
Association.

Visited Saskatchewan to assist Government in Child Welfare
Legislation. Organized Children's Aid Societies in Regina,
Saskatoon, Prince Albert and Moosejaw.



1911

1912
1913
1921

1934
1935

Called meeting City Hall, Toronto, to organize Neighbourhood
House.

Promoted University Settlement for student activities.
Organized Children's Aid Society of St. John, N.B.

Appointed by Ontario Government Administrator Adoption Act
and Children of Unmarried Parents' Act.

March 31, retired from public service.

His Heavenly Father called him to higher service. Truly it
can be said "his works do follow him".



With correspondence that has been compiled for the early years of the
Society, you will ncte that the Society has rarely been without pro-
blems. I would like to document a few items of interest discovered in
the minutes of the meetings.

Mr. Albert Checker, the first agent for the Society, had been employed
at the Marchmont Home. The Marchmont Home was operated by the Bernardo
Homes. Dr. -Bernarde brcught thousands of street children from England.
Some of them were boarded at the Marchmont Home, Moira Street West,
Belleville, before being placed in foster homes or adopted by families
in this area. Mr. Checker on advise of the Board engaged Mr. and Mrs.
Johnson on Moira Street to take charge of any children taken by the
Society. This arrangement was not satisfactory. In 1909, the City
donated the old Isolation Hospital on Moira Street West to the Agency
to be used for a shelter. The old Isolation Hospital was at one time
the Yeoman farm house. The opening of the shelter was held on July I,
1909. The guests of honour were entertained at a luncheon at the
Quinte Hotel prior to the opening ceremonies. The guests included The
Lieutenant Governor, J. M. Gibson, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, Mr. J. Kelso,
Mayor Marsh and J.W. Johnson, MPP.

In October 1909, Mr. Checker resigned as agent. Later in the month,
two applications for the position of agent were discussed at an emergent
meeting. A ballot was taken and the president declared Mr. Wrightmeyer
elected.

Mr. 191C, Mr. Ritchie, Chairman cof the Board, purchased a cow, the
thought prevailing that pure milk was necessary in order to give the
greatest protection to the children. Mr. Wrightmeyer, Agent of the
Society, was to find suitable pasture for the cow.

Mr. Canniff, a member of the Board, reported that he would be able to
secure a first rate typewriter for $45.00. The matter was about to be
laid over for future consideration when Miss Yeoman offered to pay the
first $10.00. Before the end of the meeting, $30.00 had been raised.
At the following meeting, Mr. Ritchie contributed $15.00. (The last
typewriter purchased in 1986, cost $1,500.00.)



Marchmont Home, Moira Street West,
as it appears today (1987).

The Shelter, formerly the old
Isolation Hospital, Moira Street
West, as seen today.
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Mr. Wrightmeyer's salary was increased to $35.00 per month. Mr. Wright-
meyer requested a telephone for his office in his home and in 1911 he
introduced the subject of some filing device for his home office.

The most important items on the agenda at each meeting were from the
Shelter Committee, the Clothing Committee and the Agent's Report. From
1912, Mr. Wrightmeyer reported on conditions at the Shelter. In 1914,
the Shelter was condemned by a government inspector. At the monthly
meetings, held in the Y.M.C.A. Parlors, Mr. Wrighmeyer pleaded with the
Board for action regarding the conditions at the Shelter. A Shelter
Committee was formed. Several options were discussed. Mr. Wrightmeyer
was also requesting cffice space and a stencgrapher.

The Board agreed to purchase the Dunnett property in October 1914. In
November, a group of ratepayers, denounced a Shelter in their area. A
special meeting of the Board was called and the plan was abandoned.
Mr. John Elliott reported, at the monthly meeting in February 1915 that
the Board could purchase the property lot immediately adjoining west of
the Belleville General Hospital for $1800.00. Moved by Mr. John Elliott
and seconded by Mr. Ritchie that said property be purchased for said
figure of $1800.00 March 1, 1915, the Shelter Location Committee
reported it had purchased the property from the Hospital Board at
$1800.00 and as well, had purchased another lot west to that transferred
to the Hospital Becard for a like amount. The Treasurer was authorized
to negotiate a loan to pay for the New Shelter location purchase. See
Correspondence: Appendix I - Typed Report. Page 241 - Minutes. See
Correspondence: Appendix II - Typed Report regarding Deed. Page243 -
Minutes.

Mr. Wrightmeyer's report at the May meeting in 1915 mentions the death
of an infant at the Shelter. It is interesting to note that the Child-
ren's Aid Society first purchased Plot N, Section 27, Lot 29, Consecu-
tive No. 317, on December 28, 1909. In November 1915, Plot N, Section
17, Lot 28, Consecutive No. 314 was purchased. December 21, 1936, Plot
C, Section 2, Lot 17 & 18, Consecutive No. 23 & 24 was purchased.
There are presently 44 children, Wards of the Children's Aid Society
buried in the Belleville Cemetery. In 1983, the second tombstone was
dedicated at an emotional service on a bright beautiful fall day.






In August 1915, a new typewriter was purchased for $80.00. The cow was
sold for $31.00 and Mr. Wrightmeyer was granted a three week holiday.

See Correspondence: Appendix III - Typed Report.
See Correspondence: Appendix IV - Typed Report.

On February 7, 1916, a matter of much importance to the Society has been
delayed for sometime. This was discussed and finally disposed of in the
following manner:

1. Moved by Dr. Farley and seconded by Rev. Hubley that we reorgan-
ize the Children's Aid Society of Hastings County.
Carried.

2. Moved by Rev. Hubley and seconded by Mrs. Vermilyea that the
officers of the Belleville Children's Aid Society be the offi-
cers of the Children's Aid Society of Hastings County.

Carried.

3. Moved by Mr. Wrightmeyer and seconded by Captain Rustin that
the Children's Aid Society of Belleville and the Children's Aid
Society of the County of Hastings be united for working pur-
poses.

Carried.

On March 6, 1916, communication from Mr. Ritchie regarding a donation
for erection of a New Shelter was read by the Secretary. Moved by Rev.
Hubley and seconded by Dr. Farley that the offer be accepted and that
the Secretary communicate with Mr. Ritchie thanking him for such a
generous donation - $15,000.00.  (An equal amount of money later came
from the County.)



Mr. Wrightmeyer stated it would be necessary to resign his position as
Inspector on account of his services being required with Battalion.
Resignation effective April 1, 1916. Inspector instructed to place in
the hands of President, all forms, communication, etc. regarding Child-
ren's Aid Society work. The same to be placed in vault in Treasurer's
office. An "Ad" to be placed in local paper asking for applications for
position of Inspector.

On April 3, 1916, it was moved by Major Ketcheson and seconded by Mrs.
Scantlebury that we hereby express our regret at losing the services of
such a valued Inspector as Mr. Wrightmeyer has proven himself to be
during the past six years.

Proceed to elect new agent by ballot. Captain Ruston to be appointed as
the new agent as a result of vote taken; his salary to be $1,000.00 per
year. Captain Ruston was called and in a few words, thanked the Execu-
tive for having chosen him and said that he hoped they would have no
reason to regret the choice they had made. Apparently, they never did.
Mr. Ruston continued in this capacity until 1948 when ill health forced
him to resign.

On December 4, 1916, a committee was appointed to arrange for the opening
of a new building. Mr. and Mrs. Hart, new janitor and matron, were to
live at the Shelter.

On December 18, 1916, a special meeting was held. The opening was to be
postponed to January 15, 1917. The Executive was to assemble at the
YMCA on January 2 and adjourn to the new building for the purpose of
inspecting same.

County and City Council to be invited to inspect the New Shelter in the
near future and lunch was to be served. All accounts for the old build-
ing were to be paid before moving. Arrangements were to be made by the
Committee regarding the sale of the old furnishings and the old building.
Ladies should meet at the New Shelter to welcome the children on arrival
on Thursday, January 4 at 4:30 p.m.



Problems continued following the opening of the New Shelter. There were
conflicts between the Matron, the Janitor and the Nursemaid. Board
members appeared frequently at the Shelter. The Matron and her assistant
could not and would not work together agreeably and the Matron was asked
to resign.

In July 1917, Mr. and Mrs. Ruston moved into the Shelter. The old
problem of insufficient staff forced them to resign in October 1918.
However, Mr. Ruston continued in the capacity of Agent and his salary
was increased to $85.00 per month.

Problems at the Shelter continued to plague the Society over the next
few years.

Mr. Ritchie died in December 1921. Monies received from the Ritchie
estate were invested in bonds.

In 1927, a permanent summer camp was organized on the bay shore at
Rednersville. The camp was established not only for Wards but for needy
children between the ages of six to twelve years. There were dormitor-
ies, staff quarters and a cook house. Mr. Ruston now operated from an
office in his home at 28 Cedar Street.

The average number of children at the Shelter was 30. The number of
children in care and living in the Shelter increased to 57 in 1933.

In November 1933, at the 25th Annual Meeting, a revised Constitution
having been adopted, reincorporation by Letters Patent under the Compan-
ies' Information Act of Ontario, was necessary.

On February 12, 1934, the matter of "boarding wards out" was discussed.
The matter was put over until "the Superintendent returned from a meeting
with the Minister of Child Welfare when we would have more information
on the matter". There are presently 52 in the shelter ranging from two
months to ten years.
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On April 9, 1934, the Secretary brought to the Notice of the Meeting the
new form of Constitution and By-Laws for the Children's Aid Societies.

On May 8, 1934, Dr. Semple moved that the Constitution and By-Laws be
accepted. Seconded by Rev. Neal.

February 11, 1935, the Secretary read her report on information received
from Toronto with regard to the New Regulations governing minimum re-
quirements for Local Children's Aid Socities. On March 27, 1935, a
special committee appointed to consider the new Regulations met with Mr.
Heise, Provincial Superintendent. In order to bring the grade higher
than a "D", Mr. Heise dealt with each clause on improvements submitted
by the Department.

On March 12, 1935, it was moved by Mrs. McFee and seconded by Mrs. Lent
that part-time stenographic help, in view of the increased work, be
given to Superintendent, Mr. Ruston.

Children are now being boarded out. Three staff only are to be kept at
the Shelter when 30 children are in residence.

The following is a copy of a Special Committee Report signed by Mrs.
McFee:

BELLEVILLE, Ont., April 8, 1935

The special Committee appointed to consider the new regulations to
us by the Department met on Wednesday evening, March 27th at the Y.M.C.A.

At our invitation Mr. Heise, Provincial Superintendent, was present
and in a very concise manner presented the Department's view with its
desire to build up a better way of dealing with the children that from
time to time come under the care of the different Societies.



Mr. Heise said that in the Province there are 58 Societies, and
that only 7 have been graded in the grade higher than "D" and that not
one Branch was graded "A". Eleven were graded "E" and 40 graded "D", we
being one of this group. Mr. Heise dealt with each clause, on improve-
ments submitted by the Department which are as follows:-

l. Drastically reduce its institutional programme by more active
policy of child placement.

2. Improve its system of recording details relative to cases dealt
with and children care.

3. Add personnel to staff -- Stenographic and field.
Remove office from Superintendent's home.
Realign finances in order to provide a proper per diem rate
based on that portion of service properly chargeable to the
Municipality.
Improve detailed preventive work service.
Improve system of home finding and supervision.

Mr. Heise announced that it was the intention of the Department to
inaugurate the monthly inspection and from reports received at the end
of six months' period a revaluation of the Societies will be made and
when improvements are noted a higher grading will be given.

It will be part of the duty of the Inspector to make suggestions to
and aid the local superintendent. It was pointed out to him that the
great difficulty which we have to face was our Shelter and heavy expenses
of operating it, especially with only a few children in residence. He
suggested that we close part of it up and thus cut down some of the
overhead expenses, for it would not be necessary to have such a large
building entirely in use, and we should go slowly in this matter, feeling
our way, for he fully appreciated the situation we were in and the heavy
load we had to carry in maintaining such a large Shelter.



Before leaving the Chairman assured him that we would endeavour to
fall in line with the new deal and give it a fair trial. We adjourned
at 10:30 p.m. at the call of the Chairman.

The Special Committee met again on Friday, April 5th, at the YMCA
at 5 p.m. and discussed how and in what way we would at the present time
take steps to conform with the Department's wishes, in view of the
explanation given to us at the previous meeting, by Mr. Heise.

We felt that proper office accommodation and stenographic help
should be provided for the Local Superintendent, hence it was moved by
Mrs. Lent and seconded by Mrs. McFee.

That Miss E. Bird who has been assisting the superintendent part
time be employed full time as Stenographer and assistant to the Superin-
tendent at $10.00 per week from May Ist, 1935.

It was further moved by Mrs. Anderson and seconded by Mrs. Lent

That a Sub-Committee of three, namely Mr. E. R. McBride, Mr. J. B.
Findlay, and the Superintendent, be appointed to select power to act and
rent suitable officespace and see that the same is properly equipped to
carry on the work of the Society. And we further recommend that as far
as possible we comply with the said rules and regulations of the Depart-
ment and we further ask that this committee continue to work out the
policy and to bring before the Board its recommendations and findings
from time to time and ask further that Mr. J. B. Findlay and Mrs. F.S.
Anderson, who have met with us at the invitation of the Chairman at the
last two meetings, be added to the Committee.

Signed on behalf of the Committee,

Mrs. J. A. McFee,
Secretary



On December 9, 1935, Mr. Heise, Provincial Superintendent, issued us a
letter of commendation to our Society of the efforts put forth to raise
our grading to a Grade "C". The finance committee recommends that as
the Children's Aid Society of Belleville, Hastings and Trenton has been
raised to the grade C, which raising the grade entitles the superinten-
dent to an extra grant of $500.00 per annum from the Government, that
the Superintendent's salary including this grant be $200.00 per month.

In January of 1936, Rev. Payne gave notice of motion to be brought
before the next meeting of the following change to be made in the con-
stitution:

1. that day of meeting to be changed to accommodate members of the
finance meeting

2. that membership of Society officers be amended to include two
representatives from City Council Belleville, two representatives
from County Council, two representatives from the Town of Trenton

3. that end of fiscal year be changed to March 31

At the 35th annual meeting held on April 20, 1937, it was noted, "Files
are being rearranged to come up to the requirements of the new regula-
tions in respect to how records must be kept, and you can visualize what
this means when we have gone back to the first record in the year 1908.
Here I would like to express my sincere appreciation of the service
rendered by Miss Bird, my assistant, who has co-operated with me to the
fullest and efficiently carried out the duties alloted to her. There
were approximately 935 office interviews and 1450 telephone calls during
the year; also approximately 1460 letters received and 1500 letters sent
out. Your superintendent covered approximately 15,000 miles in the
dispatch of his duties".
Thos. D. Ruston, Superintendent



At the 36th annual meeting, year ending March 31, 1938, the following is
from the report of H. B. Fetterly, President. "I feel however that the
extent of the work and vast territory covered make it necessary to have
the assistance of a trained social worker, preferably a lady who could
go into the homes and give counsel and practical assistance that might
tend to ameliorate the conditions and prevent homes being broken up.
This matter should receive serious consideration at an early date".

The Shelter..."In December your Executive decided to close the Shelter
entirely and since the end of January it has been closed and all children
are now in homes, all of which are under the supervision of the superin-
tendent and your committee."

At year ending March 31, 1939 it was reported..."This has been a year of
advance and accomplishment. The Shelter property was sold to the hospi-
tal in July 1938, the proceeds invested in trust funds. "Because of the
great and increasing amount of work, your officers urged on by the
Department of Public Welfare decided to add a Social Service Worker.
Miss M.M. Robins, B.A., a graduate of Toronto University (Social Services
Dept.) has been selected and is to start work on April 1, 1939." '"We
have also secured very bright commodious offices over the Walker Hardware
Store." (250% Front Street)

At year ending March 31, 1942, we now have a staff of five; a superinten-
dent, two assistants and two clerical workers.

1943 showed four field workers and three clerical workers.
Year ending March 31, 1944, Mr. Fetterly, M.A., President of the Board

stated, "Fifty years! - that seems a long time and yet this is our 50th
birthday."



On July 1, 1945, the Baby Bonus was first introduced (later to be known
as Family Allowance.)

In 1946, there was an increase in staff; now a total of four workers.
During the war years, investigations for Dependant's Allowance, an
arrangement between the Federal and Provincial Governments, added to the
work.

It is now 1948 and the present office space is too small with insuffic-
ient light. Mr. Charles Hyde, President of the Board, with the consent
of the Executive Committee purchased a good brick building on the south-
west corner of West Moira and Everett Streets.

In 1949, Mr. Ruston, on the advice of his physician, resigned from full
time work. The board felt duty bound to provide a suitable retirement
allowance. Mr. Lockyer was requested by the Board to accept the posi-
tion of Superintendent. Mr. Lockyer's first concern was to procure the
services of more qualified social workers to properly take care of ever
increasing demands in all parts of the constituency. Tag Days were held
to increase funding and the Children's Aid Society was a member of the
Community Chest. According to Government Standards we are understaffed
and require four more workers.

January 12, 1951, Mr. Ruston died.

January 1953, Mr. Lockyer died.

April 1 - November 30, 1953 Ward Melenbacher became the temporary Super-
intendent.

On February 15, 1954, Mr. Bruce M. Kerr was appointed Local Director.



In 1955, the staff was increased to nine social workers, three clerical
and one bookkeeper. Money was allocated for a worker in the County.
The Agency continued to grow.

In 1965, the question of new headquarters for the Society was discussed
in detail. There was general agreement that the existing facilities
were not only inadequate but left much to be desired.

Mr. Kerr was asked to explore further the possibility of securing land
from the Ontario Government, recently declared surplus by the Ontario
School for the Deaf. (This piece of land was north of the school.)

In 1968, the Society moved to 311 Front Street, leasing the second and
third floors of the property for a period of five years for the sum of
$20,000.00 per year.

The next few years brought various problems - more emotionally disturbed
children, government cutbacks and growing dissatisfaction amongst staff.

Mr. Kerr resigned in 1979 following his 25th annual report.

Mr. Andre Bergeron became the Executive Director in the fall of 1979.

The staff went on strike in August of 1980. Mr. Bergeron was asked to
resign in August 1980.

Staff returned to work in October 1980. Mr. R. Larry MacDonald was
Acting Director until May 1981, when he was hired by the Board of Direc-
tors as Executive Director.

The Agency entered 1987 with a new building to think about and a large
deficit. Shortly after moving into the new building, the deficit was
finally covered by the Government.



I will be submitting the History of the Children's Aid Society to the
Historical Research Essay contest in the fall of this year. I trust it
will find its way to the Archives.

The dedication of the citizens of Belleville to the Children's Aid
Society is commendable.

Mr. and Mrs. Scantlebury were active members of the Board from 1907.
Mrs. Scantlebury held a position on every committee and in 1937 was an
Honourary President. Mr. Scantlebury died approximately 1929.

And about me...I graduated from the Belleville General Hospital School
of Nursing in 1949. I entered training in 1946 and spent my first year
in the March Ritchie Memorial Residence formerly the Shelter. By this
time the Ritchie Memorial Residence had been built between the hospital
and the Mary Ritchie Memorial Residence; built, no doubt, with money
from the estate of Thomas Ritchie. Second and third year students
lived in this residence. (These buildings were later demolished and
the Edith Cavell Building was built on the property.)

The names of many members on the Board during the early years of the
Agency are familiar to me. The first solicitor for the Agency was W.C.
Mikel. I did private duty nursing, following graduation in 1949, and
nursed Mr. Mikel in his home. At that time, Mr. Mikel was in his late
80's.



In 1954, I applied to foster infants and at one time, I had four newborn
infants in my home. From 1958 - 1960, my husband and I provided accommo-
dation for nine unmarried mothers. We adopted two daughters, one in
1962 and one in 1964. And in 1966, I came on staff at the Children's
~Aid Society. My caseload consisted of infants and children with physical
and mental handicaps.

I have now been with the Agency for the past twenty years, the last ten
of those in the Adoption Department. I have had the honour of being the
only member on staff to have worked in the three offices.

In closing, I sincerely hope that the Children's Aid Society of the City
of Belleville, the County of Hastings and the City of Trenton is flour-
ishing when the Time Capsule is opened!



PROPERTIES OWNED/LEASED BY THE AGENCY:

1915
1939
1948
1968

1956

1966

1969

1939:
1948:
1968:
1987:

1979

1973:

1974

The Shelter, West Moira Street

The Shelter, 243 Dundas Street East, Belleville
Ist office, 150% Front Street, Belleville

Office (owned), 63 West Moira Street, Belleville
Office (leased), 311 Front Street, Belleville

Receiving Home (owned), 73 Highland Avenue, Belleville

Girl's Group Home (owned), 123 Victoria Avenue, Belleville

Group Home (leased), 179 Ann Street, Belleville
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The first office, 250% Front Street,
over Walker's Hardware.

Doorway, on the right, lead up to
the office.
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The office at 311 Front Street.
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RULES FOR THE SHELTER:

(No date. Probably 1909 when the City donated the 0ld Isolation Hospital
to the Society for a Shelter (West Moira Street).

1o

The Inspector is responsible for the following rules being carried
out and must report any breach of same to the Board.

Any employer or inmate having any complaint must report it to the
Inspector who must lay the same before the Board if unable to settle
same or remedy the matter satisfactory.

The Matron is the head of the house. All inside employees and
inmates are to regard her as such and treat her with proper respect.

She must in return treat them the employees and the inmates with the
utmost kindness and consideration as members of the family.

She shall take entire charge of the children and pay strict attention
to their appearance and conduct.

She must be willing to give all her time and attention to the duties
of her position and only for the most urgent reasons must she absent
herself from the Shelter and never without leaving a competent
person in charge. She must be gentle but firm with children insist-
ing on strict obedience to her commands.

If light punishment is needed let it be administered justly and
without temper on her part. If there is reason for severe cause for
punishment she must consult the Inspector or in his absence with the
President or the Secretary.



10.

11,

12.

13.

Giving special attention to any girl placed in the Detention Room as
directed by the Supervisor.

When children are brought in her first duty shall be to greet them
kindly remembering that they feel keenly leaving mother and are
lonely among strangers. Then give each one a good bath; look well
to the state of the head. Proper clothing must then be put on with
shoes and stockings that fit, then according to the age some dever-
sion or employment engaged in with other children who must be in-
structed to make the newcomer feel at home, unless by the instruc-
tions of the Inspector they be isolated.

The Matron must give employment to those who are old enough to help
and to insist on it being done well and at stated times. The older
ones must also assist in the care of the little ones who ought never
to be left without a supervisor. She should keep the children in
the place assigned to them and not allow them to roam at will over
the whole house or flock to the front door when visitors approach.

She must insist on having meals served nicely and punctually at the
hours she shall determine upon and must oversee the children while
being served. A blessing must be asked at every meal. The staff
dining together before or after the children's meal.

Some brief form of family worship should be observed either morning
or evening. She must teach reverence for the Lord's Day and make it
as happy as she can.

She must insist on the other employees and older girls keeping the
dormitories clean and in such condition that visitors may be admitted
at any time after ten o'clock a.m. without shame to the Board of
Management.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

18,

20.

2l.

22.

She shall keep strict record of all gifts and the names of donors in
the book provided and give a list of names to the Inspector at the
end of each month.

Any goods or work required to be got or done which does not come
under the jurisdiction of the Clothing or Maintenance Committees
must be reported to the Inspector.

The Matron must not order anything herself but if emergency occurs
she must phone the lady on duty for the month or convenor of the
Clothing or Maintenance Committees.

The Matron must see that invoices accompany all goods ordered and at
the end of each month must certify to and present all bills to the
lady on duty.

The Matron or any employee is not expected to entertain their friends
at the expense of the Shelter and on no account to have any one stay
overnight.

When parcels of clothing, etc. are sent in the Matron is requested
to leave them unopened until the Clothing Committee meets or they
appoint some one to do so.

When any inmate is ill, she must notify the doctor on duty at once
and follow his instructions strictly doing all in her power to
soothe the sufferer.

It is well to always keep in the cupboard provided for that purpose
the simple remedies used in most families.

When a child is going out she must see that it is clean in every
respect and properly clothed. If possible, let it be provided with
a parcel of extra clothing.



23.

24.

25

The Matron must see they say their prayers before returning to bed.

The Matron is expected to treat visitors with the utmost courtesy
and to answer their questions intelligently without taking up their
time or her own by too much talking.

The Matron must as far as possible look after the mending with the
help of the other employees or larger girls.

RULES FOR THE JANITOR:

Do the chores and in every way possible assist the Matron in super-
vising the larger boys and finding them work as far as possible
around the grounds.

Attend the furnace. See that there is plenty of hot water whenever
required and the building kept properly heated.

Keep the grounds in good shape, the lawns properly cut, walks kept
clean and snow removed in winter time off them and windows clean.

Look after any cattle or hens that might be kept.

Fetch any parcels of clothing, etc. Take or fetch any ward to or
from the Shelter as directed by the Inspector.

Doing any repairs that might be required to be done inside or outside
the building as far as lay in your power to do so.

Giving special attention to any boy placed in the Detention Home as
directed by the Inspector.



RULES REGARDING THE CHILDREN OF THE SHELTER:

1. No child shall be admitted to the Shelter or permitted to leave
without the authority of the Inspector.

2. The Matron shall fill in the "Application" blanks for those applying
for children but must always refer the applicant to the Inspector
for particulars.

3. The Applicant must not see the children until first having made
application to the Inspector, the Matron will then be notified by
the Inspector which child, if any, should be brought in for inspec-
tion of the applicant.

4. NO information regarding the children be given those inquiring

especially to the applicants. Close secrecy to be served.

5. No child's hair shall be cut without the authority of the Inspector.



Children at the Shelter. Photo dated
January 1913.

Children at the Shelter. Photo dated

July 1913.



Employees and children at the Shelter.
Photo dated 1917.
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Children at the Shelter. Photo dated
1923.




CORRESPONDENCE :

1894 :

October 29: Letter to J.J. Kelso from John J.B. Flint
November 8: Letter to J.J. Kelso from John J.B. Flint
November 3: Letter to J.J. Kelso from Thomas Ritchie
November 12: Letter to J.J. Kelso from Thomas Ritchie
November 19: Letter from J.J. Kelso to Thomas Ritchie

1895:

April 4: Letter from J.Jd. Kelso to W.S.B. Armstrong, Esq.
April 5: Letter to J.J. Kelso from W.S.B. Armstrong, Esq.
April 8: Letter from J.J. Kelso to W.S.B. Armstrong, Esq.
May 1: Letter to J.J. Kelso from W.S.B. Armstrong

May 9: Letter from J.J. Kelso from W.S.B. Armstrong
July 4: Letter from J.J. Kelso to Mr. Armstrong

1907:

June 3: Letter to J.J. Kelso from Chas. A. Emerson & W.C. Mikel
June 4: Letter to Hon. W.J. Hanna, Prov. Secretary

1908:

January 27: Letter to John Williams Esq. from J.J. Kelso

October 30: Letter to J.J. Kelso from Albert Checker



1909:

October 29: Letter to Mr. J.J. Kelso from W. Herbert Wrightmeyer

MINUTES:

Appendix I

page 241 from minutes

Appendix II page 243 from minutes

Appendix III

page 260 from minutes
Appendix IV

page 263 from minutes

NEWSPAPER CLIPPING:

Copy of newspaper clipping from the North Hastings Review, Madoc, June
13, 1907: "Children's Aid Society Formed in Madoc".

IN MEMORIAM:

Thomas D. Ruston, Superintendent
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Io thero nothing being dore at all towards
taking uwp the children's work in Belleville? If you could ine

torect the rombers of yownr Sooleiy again in this matter, I would
arrenge to atop over ot Belleville on ny next trip Tagt and fine

a.ll:r arrange mttere 80 mat your Soolety aoul:* entar upon th:is

I sent my Armmuel Report to a muibor of thoge 1ntm‘0r;teﬂ‘ in
Selleville, and I hope you reeoived it eil rizht,

Yours sincercly,

mrerintonddont,









" _uhiéx vou 6o nnd.ly sant mo, 1a all right except in one emom:tal."'

part and that is, tho "Objeots¥ of the Society, Ho roferenee 1ig
made thore 1o the work for ohildren, the clsuce that 1t will be

nocespary to adopt 1s as follows,- (alreandy ndontod in Cuelph and

windaor )

sontinent; to sooure tho emctmnt and emfommnent of' auitzzb ,
laws for the provention of ocruolty¥, fhe oare and protostion of
neglected, ahandoned or orphaned ohilaron. The providing of cueh
children as arec lawfully corzxitted or ontrusted %o the Society
with suitadble homes in privete families, ond to guard their ine
torests andd prouwote their havvinens and well heing,®

If you Wdﬁld Just insert the throc or four lines additionnl
t vould not be nooesnory to draw un o now orrlicatiom, et
thils 1s done, the congtitution s suhrmdtted 1a the Sounty Julro
for epproval as provided for in Chanter 177 of the Rovined Sto-
tutes, The ochanges boin~ made and arnrovod of, County Ju e ~0=

wrec, you world thion dron me ¢ line to that o”feet °7 tho Sove

You neod nntioipate
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visit Belloville on Vodnesday the IOth, It nsed not nsoesamrily
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Belleville, Ont, K




Belleville, Ont. Juna 3rd, 1907
3. 7. Kelso, Zsq.,
. Parliament Pligs., !
: . T féfénﬁo, Ont., ‘
' it a meeting held at the City Fall in'the City
of Belleville on May 28th last, the following resolution was :

passed.

"oved bg Tm. Deacon
Seconded by tugh Tallker.-
Tral having heard lan~-
That having heard an explan
ation of the working of the Child's Protection dcl of :
B Ontario BI I7 RESOLTED that we form a branch of the Societ
1 : for the City of Belleville and County of Hastings. Carried™

\

- and-a Motion was also passed direclting that a copy of the afore-

said be sent you with the request that you have such steps taken

“es:will duly recognize or incorporate the Belleville and Hastings
 Association so that ther will have the full powers under the Act.
o The O0fficers elected thus far are as follows:-

Hon. President Sir Mackenzie TNowell,

President [lig Honecur G. Z. Derocche

Secrotary 2ev, Chas, H., Ewerscn
Moo ny % b , L4 .’.
Treasurer oihe daliibesh
Solicitor T.. C. Mikel.
The Executive Cormiftee has not yeb Teern clenlea oliep
the Officers and the Actin; “inisters of the Gospel in the City.
m}?mﬁm’fw”’%w‘ T MRTRT. G WS "'?.",QW"', Wpcgw.wml&i';gﬁ"*‘ syl mos e e T g
r’v 4 ( éah A. gu.suucm ﬁif.
.y

s Y 4,
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Sichonintondont . Toronlo:
( ONTARIO. - June 4th, 1907.
CHILDREN'S AID SOCIETIES
" INDUSTRIAL scHoOLS . 7/
JUVENILE TMMIGRATION 7 /

Hon. W. J. Hanna,

Proiincial Secretary.
Sir:-

A Children's Aid Society has recently been organized
for Belleville and the County of Hastings and as the Board of
Directors is composed of prominent citizens who are willing
and anxious to assist in every way possible in carrying on the
work as a branch of this office, I would recommend that an
Order-in-Council be passed giving them the ususl powers con-
ferred by the Children's Act.

Yours respectfully,




- John Williems, Bag.,

I wvas greatly pleased to hear from you as I had just
written to Mr. Checker asking what was dolng 4n- the Children's
Atd line. I have alwafs felt oxceadtngly anxions te see a good
live organisation in Belleville, as thm m many’ mglectad

* children in ﬂnstingl County who eught ta»hc ipvkcd a!tar and

" parents .and others warned that they mmat .,t_atkjf;impar rare of
these future citisens. It is a good plan.tofﬁﬁve frequent meet-
ings of the Society so that the work can de discussed and kept
before the public. Of course you know the chief work is not
taking children from parents but se improving social conditions
as to see that every child recsives a fair chance in life. The
members of the Society ought to study up such questions as play-
grounds, truancy, child-lebor, decent homes for the poor and
other matters affecting child life. I hope you will be success-
ful in getting the County Council to give the Society a grant,

and {f they appreciated the work at its true value they would give

you at least ¢200, especially if you explained that your agent
would look after any neglected child throughout the County.

IR N



% members and get them interested so that the subjeat will not
come up befors them &8 a surprise. With regard to a Government
grant, I think that probably Mr. Thomaon was nismdorstond

. There 18 no amrmnt grant but what I said to r. Thomson whcn
. he vas going down was that if the Society weuld take up work

(John Williams, 2) 27/1/08.

fould advise that you bring the matter privately before some
of the members inadvance of the meeting so that you may have
their sympathy and co-operation. Oonsult with the different

otighout the mﬁ! 4n an energotic manner I would try to hlp‘ g
to. -ﬂw exteat; nﬂﬁ"}or to provided the amt oould nct bo F5
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October 29th, 1909

Mr. J. J. Kelso
Superintendent Children's Department
Parliament Buildings, Toronto

Dear Sir:

Having been appointed Agent of the Children's Aid Society of Belle-
ville, in the place of Mr. Checker who has resigned, 1 respectfully
await any communication you may be pleased to honour me with and am Dear
Sir Yours to Command

W. Herbert Wrightmeyer
per A.E.W.
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APPENDIX 1

Special Meeting of the Bbard of Management of the
Children's Aid Society held in the Y.M.C.A. March IOth,IQiﬁ

Present Mrs.A.G.Vermilyea,Miss C.Yeomans,Mrs.Robt.
McMullen,Mrs.J.J.Haines, Mrs.Geo.Stewart,Mrs.R.Powell,¥rs.W.R.
Luscomgs,yrs.W.H.Wrightmyer, Rev.A.M.Hubly,Mr.T.Ri}chie,Mr.A.E.
Bailey,Mr.Walter Alford,Mr.Wm.Thompson Mr.John Elliott Mr.W.B.

Deacon,Leader of the Salvation Army,Mr.P.C.McLaurin,Rev.C.G.

’Smith, Mr.M.W.Mott,Mr.T.Blackburn,,Mr.Coulter,Stirling,Mr.John_

'Newton,Twegd,Mr.A.M.Chapman,Mr.Chas.Ketcheson,lnspector,
Vrightmyer.

Pléné of different Shelters were shown and after
some discussion Mr.John Elliott nmoved that this meeting adopt
the Medicine Hatt plans. Seconded by Rev.C.G.Smith. Carried.

Moved by Mr.John Elliott that Mr.A.M.Chapman,Dr.Platt,
Mr.T.Ritchie,Nr.A;E.Eailey,Mr.T.Blackburn,Mns.A.G.Vermilyea,&
Miss C.Yeomans comprise the building committee and that the
sald committee have power to add to their number a4 member from
the Town of Trenton and that saic cormi+tee have azlsc the
rower to change *the said Madicine Hat plans ag they consider
wise and btest. Seconded by Mr.T.Blackburn, Carried.

Moved by qiiﬁigigggggn Seconded by Rev.C.C.Smith that
Mr.I".F.Ketchescn be aplointed Tressurer of the building co:maitte
€arried.

Moved by Yr.A.E.Bailey that Mr.J.Elliott Mr.A.M.
Chapman,Mr.WlB.Deacon,& Wr.H.F.Ketcheson he a cormittee *o
wzlt on the Trenton Council with regarc to a grant toward the

erecticn of & newChildren's Shelter.Seconded by Mr.T.Blackburn _

Carried.




Moved by Mr.A.E.Bailey that Mr.J.Elliott be empowered
to deed over to the Hospital the I20 feet of land adjoining

ouvet
the present Hospital property andﬂ;hat right of way of 20 feet
M‘Jlﬁ/ i v

be given said hospital. Seconded by Mr.T.Ritchie,Carried.

A
Meeting adjourned at 6.30 P.M. ﬁa/u)ﬁ’ﬁ/
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APPENDIX II

Belleville April I9th.I9I5

At A special Meetin.: of the Children's Aid Society of
the City of Belleville held in the Y.M.C.A. on the above date
for the purpose of deciding to whom the deed of the Children's
Ald Society propérty o Dundas St.should he made out,the
followin- l.adies and Gentlemen were present. Rev.A.M.Hubly,
Pres. Mr.A.E.Bailey,Vice President,Dr.J.J.Farley,Mr.Walter
Alford,Mr.T.Ritchie,Mr.P.J.H.Anderson,Hon.Sol.,Mr.M.W.Mott,
Mr.P.GMcLaurin,Captn' Salvation Army ,W.H.Wrightoayer.

Ladies; Mrs.A.G.Vermilyea,Mrs.J .Lewis,Mre.(dr.)Dolan

é[?h%i &fter the matter had been thoroughly Jdisscus:ed
Yr.P.J.Anderson addaressen the decting aft: - which the follow=-
ing resolution was noved by Mr.A.E.Bailey and seconded by
¥r.Thomas Ritchie. that the property purchased b, the
Children's Aid Society on Dundas St, for the purpose of erectiﬁg
a Shelter thereon,be deeded to the Children's Aig Society of
the Gity of Bellevillefﬁ?w motion carried unanimcusly.

The meeting then adjourned.
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At a Special Meeting of the Board of Management
of the Children’s Aid Society held on September I6th, 1915,
at Belleville, the following resolution was unanimously

adopted:

THE RESOLUTION ..

Mover, Mr. John Elliott

Seconder, Mr. Walter Alford

That the Secretary of this Society call by
mailed notice, to meet at 8 o'clock on Friday Evening,
September 24th, at the Y.M.C.A. Rooms, Belleville, as fol-

lows:

The Members of the Board of Management of this
Society

County Representatives

Warden, Mr. Chas. Ketcheson

Chairman of Finance, Mr. R. P. Coulter
Clerk, Mr. A. M. Chapman

City Representatives, Mayor Panter and each

and every Alderman

The object of meeting is that the Children’s
Aid Society may have the advise of the interested munici-
palities regarding urgent matters pertaining to better

shelter accommodation.

I am, as secretary of the society, instructed

to urge your attendance at the meeting hereby called.

C. B. SCANTLEBURY,

Secretary




i Bellevtllo, Ont. Oct
APPENDIX IV

Rev. Mr. Hubly,

President, Children's Aid Society.

Your Committes appointed at the last meeting to
inquire into what should be done with the pregent Shelter, arﬁl whether
. an additiem should be added teo the present Building, er am entire new
tuilding should be built on the property already purchased for thet purpoée,
} beg leave te report the followings
Your Committee met en Thursday afterncon Sept. sith
at 4 o'clock, those present being, Rev. Mr. Hubly President, Mr., A.E.Bailey
Vice-President, Messrs..¥Walter Alford, John Elliott and W.B. Deacon.
We examined the premises very minutely and found them not at all suitable
for the work required. We would recommend that in order for the Shelter
to be made oomfortablo for tho children, thiu ooming winter, thl.t nn stovel
AP AR B LI A, - “~
will require to be 1nsta119d double doors and windows, and a lmd.ry 1n
% Basement made ready, the same to be connected up with the sewer now being
completed on Moira St. That other work will be required and that the sum
not exceeding $700.00 be expended on the Building before cold weather sats in.
It was also resolved that the Children's Aid Society
8pply to the City Council at an early date for a grant of $3000.00, and the
present Building, the proceeds to go towards the erection of a new Building,
to be erected on the property secured for that purpose by the Society.
It was also resolved, that in the event of the City

; iCouncil declining the request for the above grant that the proper steps be
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taken fto submit a By=law to the people asking them to authorisze the Counsil

! of»g_i‘sis to make such & grant.

I

*4 : All of which we respectfully subtmit,

3& Signed on behalf of the Committee.

‘ QQ/)//Z President, / h
Seo'y. of Committee.
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In Memoriam

THOMAS D. RUSTON
Passed Away Jan. 12, 1951 — Supt. from 1914 - 1948

/ He achieved success and lived well, laughed often and loved much: he
i gained the respect of intelligent men and the love of little children. He
. filled his niche and accomplished his task. He left the world better than
‘\he found it; he always looked for the best in others and gave the best he
rhad. His life was an inspiration; his memory a benediction. \
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

As we approach another Annual Meeting it is our desire to make this occasion
somewhat of a memorial to our late past Superintendent, Mr. Thos. D. Ruston.

Mr. Ruston was born in England about 75 years ago and came to Canada
when a young man, later was Captain in the Salvation Army. A few years after the
Children’s Aid Society was organized here Mr. Ruston was persuaded to accept
the position of Superintendent in whih capacity he acted for nearly 34 years. His
only assistant at that time and for some years later was his devoted wife, who
survives to mourn the loss of a loving and faithful life partner.

As the work increased he attracted by his personality many loyal supporters,
one hearing special mention being the late Thos. Ritchie who at his own expense
built and presented to the Children’s Aid Society the building known then as the
Children’s Shelter. The work still increased until this home became inadequate to
accommodate the requirements. It was then that the Society decided to inaugurate
a new policy of placing children in Foster Homes so they could be raised in Family
Life. This is now general practice all over the Province. The Shelter building was
sold to the Belleville General Hospital as a Nurses’ Residence.

When I became president four years ago, we were faced with the problem of
procuring larger and more suitable, better ventilated office accommodation to
provide for the ever expanding work and neccessity of increased staff of Social
Workers. Mr. Ruston and 1 examined ‘several places and finally procured an option
on the property we mow occupy and for general information the money for this
purchase was procured from the sale of the former Shelter Home. The members
of our Executive Committee very rcadily accepted our proposal to close the deal,
which has proven to be very satisfactory in every respect and also provides for
future expansion if and when required. Mr. Ruston’s last active duty was to
supervise the necessary alterations and renovation of the premises, which he was
very happy to do.

Very soon after this was completed it became quite apparent that he would
not be physically able to carry the heavy responsibility much longer and only on
the emphatic advice of his physician did he at last rather reluctantly tender his
resignation. Even then he retained his connection with the Society by acting as
Officer in Charge of the male section of the Unmarried Parents’ Act. He was
most highly regarded by the Crown Attorney and the Magistrate, who quite
willingly accepted his recommendations. '

We were all pleased that he and Mrs. Ruston were able during the Spring of
1950 to visit his native England and walk through the paths of his boyhood days
and visit with old friends and relatives.

A few days before last Christmas Day the members of our Staff staged a little
Christmas party at our office building to which Mrs. Hyde and myself were invited.
It was a very lovely affair with exchange of gifts and Season’s Greetings and I
shall never forget hew on that occasion Mr. Ruston did with tears in his eyes
express what we believe he felt and we all agreed would be his final blessigg on
the work of our local Children’s Aid Society. He also expressed great pleasure at
having received 8o many Christmas greetings from his former “children”. About
three weeks later he passed to his reward. We feel it can truthfully be said, “He
fought a good fight, he finished his course, he kept the faith and received the

crown.”




