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T u e sd a y , M a y  20

1997 The train stopped at the Regent
Auditorium  

Quinte Living Centre,

370 Front Street, Belleville

7:30 Coffee 
8:00 Meeting 

Guest Speaker 
Donald Kellaway

Topic
A lexander C uthbert 
A  m an and his boats
A lifelong resident of 

Belleville, Donald Kellaway 
grew up in “saw dust flats,” 
later the site of the Corbin Lock 
factory. His interest in Alexan
der Cuthbert began when he 
heard tales of Cuthbert and his 
legendary boat, the Atalanta the 
first and only fresh water boat 
ever to enter the America’s Cup 
Sailing Race. Don heard these 
stories from his father, Ed 
Kellaway, who began his chain 
of local grocery stores about the 
time of the Great War. The last 
of these stores closed in 1961.

Married to Theresa, daughter 
of Maurice Callaghan, Foster 
Ward’s best known ice man, the 
couple have two grown chil
dren and three grandchildren. 
Don worked in his father’s gro
cery stores for some years be
fore going into the marine busi
ness with Jack Goyer. Their 
business, Goyer Marine, was 
located at the site of the present 
day Sea Cow restaurant and 
also at the site of the Moorings. 
He then spent over 30 years 
with Canada Manpower.

His talk will feature slides il
lustrating the boat building 
activities of Cuthbert in this 
area more than century ago.

by Lewis Zandbergen
Ron Brown is a man with a 

mission: he wants people to re
member the railways which 
made this country what it is to
day and he elaborated on this 
theme during an evening filled 
with nostalgia.

Ron Brown was the guest 
speaker at the April 15 meeting 
of not only the Hastings County 
Historical Society but also the 
Prince Edward, Seventh Town, 
Trent Port and other 
local heritage groups.
The author of numerous 
books on heritage sub
jects, he is probably best 
known for his series of 
books on the ghost 
towns of Ontario which 
continue to be perennial 
favourites. Mr. Brown’s 
topic for the evening of 
April 15, however, was 
the rise, decline and fall 
of the railway in 
Canada.

Mr. Brown confessed 
that railways are his fa
vourite topic: “There’s 
nothing like the rail
way.”

Slides of stations past 
and present flashed 
across the screen behind 
Mr. Brown and care
fully selected music floated 
through the old Regent Theatre 
as Ron warmed to his subject. He 
regaled the audience with tales 
of a young Englishman, 
Archibald Stansfield Belaney (or 
George Stansfield Belaney de
pending on sources) who de
trained in Temegami, Ontario, in 
1888 and went on to become leg
endary as Grey Owl, the Indian 
who wasn’t.

In 1914 Captain Harry

Colbome, bound for the war 
in Europe, waited on the sta
tion platform in White River. 
A hunter nearby was accom
panied by a bear cub. Colbome 
purchased the cub for $20, 
named it after his hometown, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, and took 
it to England’s Salisbury Plain 
where it became his regiment’s 
mascot.

Young soldiers waiting to go 
to France nicknamed the cub

Winnie the Pooh. When 
Colbome went to France he 
gave the cub to the London 
Zoo where it was befriended 
by Christopher Robin Milne. 
The rest is history and it all be
gan in a railway station.

When men went to war or 
came home, the train was 
there. When people travelled 
to the big city, the train was 
there. Lovers met at the sta
tions and said goodbye at the

stations and some were even 
married at the stations.

Stations were often situated at 
the end of the main street of 
towns and villages. This was 
done to impress salesmen who 
arrived by train and saw the 
prosperity of the town before 
them; it lured prospective set
tlers into towns and villages and 
was the first thought in people’s 
minds as they planned vacations. 
It was always there.

Mr. Brown touched on the 
grandeur of the Canadian Pacific 
Hotels, chateau style monu
ments to an almost forgotten age 
and lamented the destruction of 
so many of the stations which 
have either been left to decay or 
fall into such disrepair the only 
solution left is a quick and mer
ciful end.

His talk provided a glimpse 
into a way of life that was much 
slower ... and much richer.

The Hastings County Historical Society, P.O. Box 1418, Belleville, Ontario K8N 5J1

Ron Brown entertained and informed during his appearance at the regular 
monthly meeting of the Hastings County Historical Society held on T uesday, 
April 15, at the Regent Theatre in picton. The evening was a joint project 
of several area historical and heritage societies.



From the editor’s bookshelf by Lewis Zandbergen
From East to West

written by Antonina 
Demczyna
edited by Ruth Howard, pub
lished by Essence Publishing

I grew up listening to my 
parents’ stories about their 
lives in the Netherlands dur
ing World War II. My mother 
told tales of a hidden radio, the 
deprivations, and the German 
deserter my grandfather shel
tered in a pile of hay. My fa
ther was one of many in his 
Friesian hometown rounded 
up and taken to Germany to 
provide labourers. Those 
memories stayed with them 
for the rest of their lives but 
they were never recorded. 
How I wish I’d had the fore
sight to write them down.
Antonina “Tonia” Demczyna 

has done just that and has pro
duced a book which details the 
brutal existence the people of 
the Ukraine endured under 
Nazi rule and brings to the fore 
Antonina’s own harsh treat
ment during her years spent in 
forced labour in Germany. It’s 
a page turner and one is hard- 
pressed to put the book away. 
Events seem to have tumbled 
from T onia’s mind as she 
wrote; there’s no letup as 
graphic details assault the 
senses, at once invoking hor
ror and fascination. She is to 
be congratulated for commit
ting her memories to paper in 
what must have been an act of 
closure to some degree.

The idyllic life enjoyed in the 
village of Maloarchangelsk 
was upset in October, 1941, 
when German troops entered 
the town and commandeered 
her home; she and her parents 
were literally allotted a comer 
in the small house as soldiers 
made themselves comfortable. 
The family’s life during the 
time the soldiers stayed was 
difficult; it was also a unify
ing experience, however. For
merly pronounced societal di
visions quickly disappeared as 
everyone in the town was 
treated with equal disdain by 
the foreign occupiers.
In June of 1942 Antonia, then 

not quite 16, was ordered into

a rail car for the trip to Leipzig, 
Germany— she had become a 
prisoner of labour. Her graphic 
descriptions of the hardships she

and her fellow prisoners suffered 
seem almost unbelievable but 
with indomitable spirit she and the 
others endured the “ride” deep in
side Germany. A sadistic overseer 
who was at times demonic then 
entreating, and an alcoholic, bum
bling commandant are vividly 
portrayed in Tonia’s memoirs. 
The pathetic existence of 
Antonina and the other young 
ladies is a stark reminder of the 
ravages of war; resourcefulness 
became a way of life and of sur
vival. Leftovers and kitchen of
fal, including partially decom
posed chicken entrails, considered 
garbage by a restaurant near the 
factory in which she worked, 
became nourishment to the girls 
of the Tura factory. As the tide of 
war turned against the Germans, 
conditions in the factory and its 
barracks became almost unbear
able. A room which had held only 
about two dozen young girls be
came a revolving bedroom for 
over 100 young ladies who took 
turns sleeping in rough bunks 
without mattresses and with only 
burlap “blankets” to stave off the 
cold.

However, even war did have its 
bright spots. While in Leipzig, 
Antonina met and married Stefan 
Demczyna. A set of twins was 
bom to the couple and although 
the Demczynas’ problems were 
compounded, they never lost

hope. After the war the couple 
and their children made their 
way to England and from there 
to Canada.
Tonia is lavish in her praise for 

her new country. Although eve
rything gained during their lives 
together was acquired through 
hard work and determination, 
there is no sense that Tonia has 
any complaints. From East to 
West is a monument to the 
memory of her husband and 
those who saw the ordeals of the 
war through, all the while retain
ing a spirit which would have 
bowed lesser men and women.

The book has several short
comings: there’s no index, there 
are too few pictures, and a map 
or two would have come in 
handy.
There are also a few grammati

cal and chronological problems 
with the book, however, these 
do not detract from what is a 
powerful and emotion stirring 
saga.

I do not as a rule comment on

the cover of a book but in this 
case I have to make an excep
tion. The cover painting is by 
Igor Babailov, a talented 
Belleville artist. He has cap
tured the bleak essence of war
time life on the steppes and the 
uncertain future which Tonia 
faces as she and others are 
herded onto railway cars for the 
journey to Leipzig. The artist 
has depicted a young teen 
forced into adulthood much too 
early, and while her features 
betray her resignation to fate, 
her eyes sparkle with defiance. 
Although the train track is 
shown ending in oblivion, 
Tonia returned from that almost 
sure fate to be a strong voice 
for remembrance and recogni
tion of the atrocities of that war.

One other comment I have to 
make is the sense of pride this 
book engenders when one re
alizes it is a totally local 
work—writer, artist and pub
lisher are all Belleville and area 
based. Congratulations folks!

Gateway to a new life
Canada’s Pier 21

Pier 21 opened in 1928 as the 
Atlantic gateway to Canada for 
more than 1.5 million immigrants 
who arrived in search of new hope 
and a new land. On March 31, 
1971, it closed its doors for the 
last time. The site is being devel
oped as a national centre and tour
ist attraction honouring trans-At
lantic immigration to Canada. The 
Pier has served a multitude of pur
poses since day one. From 1930 
to 1939 it ironically served as a 
point of debarkation. Worldwide 
depression forced many to return 
to their original homes.

During World War II Pier 21 
served as Canada’s “East Coast 
Canadian Port.” It was the final 
point of arrival or departure for 
troops bound for the European 
War Theatre including merchant 
seamen. It received prisoners of 
war and evacuee children from 
Britain. It processed hospitalized 
servicemen and arrivals of VIPs 
such as Winston Churchill (who 
had been preceded through Pier 
21 in 1939 by King George VI 
and Queen Elizabeth), and it wel

comed returning servicemen. In 
1944 a serious fire required the 
very rapid rebuilding of the quar
ters. After the war, Pier21 served 
as a reception centre for return
ing veterans and their war brides 
and, of course, welcomed refu
gees.
In March 1971, the Immigra

tion Service officially departed 
Pier 21. Today the main floor 
continues as a cargo handling 
facility.
There is widespread and grow

ing support for the future devel
opment of Pier 21 Centre to pay 
tribute to the many new Cana
dians who passed through its 
doors. In their dramatic account 
Pier 21-The Gateway that 
Changed Canada Trudy 
Duivenvoorden Mitic and J.P. 
LeBlanc state, “If a building 
could speak, if its walls could 
whisper, if its starkly tiled, well- 
trounced floors could utter a 
work, then Halifax’s Pier 21 
would have an incredible story 
to tell.” And what a story it 
would be!



ACO Conference - Conserv
ing Ontario Landscapes was 
the theme for the Architectural 
Conservancy of Ontario’s An
nual Conference in Belleville 
April 18, 19 and 20. Partici
pants from across the province 
met at Bridge Street United 
Church to consider the protec
tion of Ontario’s scenic land
scapes. Topics ranged from

David Bentley and Gerry  
Boyce conducted tours of 
Belleville’s historic City Hall 
and the downtown area dur
ing the recent ACO confer
ence held in Belleville. This 
drawing of the city hall clock 
tower is featured on the Her
itage Belleville Walking Tour 
brochure.

rural to urban landscapes, in
cluding gardens for 19th cen
tury homes.

Of local interest was John 
Zvonar’s illustrated talk on his 
study of Glanm ore (the 
Phillips-Burrow s-Faulkner 
House). A graduate in Land
scape Architecture from the

University of Manitoba, John 
works with the Heritage Con
servation Program  (Public 
Works and government Serv
ices Canada unit dedicated to 
Canadian Heritage and Envi
ronment Canada). He described 
his study of Glanmore’s site 
and plans for the restoration of 
the gardens.

He paid tribute to the Burrows 
sisters (Philippa Faulkner and 
Sheila Chapline) whose photo
graphs and recollections helped 
greatly in establishing what the 
grounds looked like when they 
were growing up in Glanmore. 
As funds permit, the grounds 
will be returned to their early 
condition.

(Incidentally , i t ’s good to 
know that the “Belleville Com
munities in Bloom” committee 
has made the restoration of the 
museum grounds a priority for 
this year’s activities. In 1996, 
the national judging team for 
Communities in Bloom rated 
the city’s heritage conservation 
efforts very highly.)

Jennifer McKendry was an
other speaker whose topic 
touched the local area.

She spoke on the Rural Cem
etery Movement in Ontario, 
with particular attention to the 
Cataraqui Cemetery. Jennifer is 
preparing Into the Silent Land, 
a book on Ontario’s cemeter
ies and graveyards.

It will pay special attention to 
garden cemeteries, their curved 
roads and paths, specim en 
trees, statuary, flower beds and 
urns (Belleville and Picton are 
examples). The book will in
clude such features as touching 
and unusual headstones, iron 
enclosures, site designs, urns, 
vaults, etc.

Jennifer seeks early views and 
information about our readers’ 
favourite cemeteries or grave
yards. She can be reached at 1 
Baiden Street, Kingston, On
tario, K7M 2J7 (613 544-9535).

P leasance Craw ford is no 
stranger to this area. A few

years ago she spoke at the 
Belleville Cemetery on H.A. 
Englehardt, the architect who 
designed the grounds at that 
cemetery and the Ontario 
School for the D eaf (Sir 
James Whitney School). She 
described the Whitby Psychi
atric Hospital Grounds.

Guest speaker at the sump
tuous ACO Banquet at 
D inkels was Tom 
Cruickshank, author of The 
Settler’s Dread, the story of 
Prince Edward County’s built 
heritage.

Instead of showing pictures 
of only the most impressive 
and best known buildings, he 
focused on architectural fea
tures that are peculiar to 
Prince Edward County build
ings (including “S”-shaped 
roof brackets).

Many conference delegates 
toured Prince Edward County 
by bus, while David Bentley 
and this w riter conducted 
tours (by foot and elevator) 
of Belleville City Hall and 
the downtown.

Bill Greenley showed visi
tors the early stone buildings 
surviving in the basement of 
Greenleys. Delegates also 
attended a reception at the 
Hastings County Museum 
(Glanmore).

Hats off to ACO Quinte 
Branch president Dan 
Atkinson who headed the lo
cal planning committee. 
Heritage Quinte is alive and 
well. - Representatives of 
many local heritage groups 
met in the impressive Scout- 
Guide Museum/Library at Sir 
James W hitney School on 
April 12. Heritage Quinte 
plans include a directory of 
heritage groups and Saturday 
displays at the Quinte Mall. 
No spitting - Barney 
M oorhouse, com piler of 
“The Times Traveller” in the 
Bancroft Times, provides this 
note about village council in 
April, 1908:

“A deputation of ladies pre
sented a petition asking the 
council by by-law to regulate 
hours in which the pool 
rooms may be kept open, and 
to exclude minors and pro
hibit gambling, drinking and 
profanity in the pool rooms

of the village. A motion was 
carried to lay the matter over 
until the next meeting of the 
council. A communication was 
received from S. Steenburg 
offering his services as village 
constable at a salary of $65. 
Mr. Weiss gave notice that he 
would introduce a by-law at the 
next meeting of council to pro
hibit spitting tobacco on the 
floor in the town hall.” 
OUCH - Maclean’s Magazine 
(April 21) rated Sir Macken
zie Bowell as one of five fail
ures as prime m inister of 
Canada.

However, please remember 
that Bowell (1) came to office 
in his 70s, when most men 
have retired; (2) was unable to 
debate in the House of Com
mons, since he sat in the Sen
ate; (3) was surrounded by 
some m inisters who were 
openly vying for his position, 
and (4) tried to be fair when 
faced with the religious con
troversy surrounding the Mani
toba School Question, thereby 
angering many Orange Lodge 
supporters. I ’m sure Betsy 
Boyce (our diligent researcher 
into ‘T he Life and Times of Sir 
Mackenzie Bowell” could add 
more.
Cemetery tour - Speaking of 
Sir Mackenzie, the Belleville 
Cemetery is planning an anni
versary celebration on Sunday, 
June 22.

It will include a rededication 
of the grounds and walking 
tour. Bowell was an original 
director of the cemetery and is 
buried there.
Ghostly happenings - Mark 
Monday, May 26, on your cal
endar. I t’s the Second Annual 
Ghost W alk, part of B el
leville’s “Two Weeks in May.” 
Walkers meet at 9 p.m. in the 
M arket Square behind City 
Hall.

The popular “Aylward Hang
ings” will be repeated from last 
year, but other items are new. 
Come and learn about “Sex in 
the Seventies”, “the Peddler of 
Wire Toasters and the Wheel
barrow,” Death by Bayonet,” 
The Ferry Tale of Exotic Danc
ers and Wild Animals,” “the 
Davy family of Mediums,” and 
other strange haunting tales. 
See you there.



Your County M useum
257 Bridge Street East, Belleville, Ontario, K8N1P4 (613) 962-2329

SPffCE... THE F/HffL FHOPTIEH.
Space Adventure 

Opens May 2!
Century Place,

19 Front Street, Belleville
M onday - Thursday 9:30 - 5:30;

Friday 9:30  -  9:00; Saturday 9:30 - 5:30

Admission
Fam ily  o f  4  $10; A dults $4; Seniors $3; Students 

$3; Children $2.50

JSmExhibition Components:

Canadarm from the National Museum o f Science 
and Technology; IM AX shuttle camera;
MicroAge Computer Centre; Ontario Science 
Centre interactive displays; SPAR Aerospace 
models; Terence Dickinson Photo Gallery

Did you know:
Venus is the hottest planet in the solar system, even though Mercury 
is closer to the Sun.
Mars has the largest volcano in the solar system. Olympus Mons 
is 27 kilometres high and 600 kilometres across.
The Great Red Spot on Jupiter is a hurricane like storm which is 
about 340 years old.
Two small white storms can be seen on Jupiter. These formed in

The Shuttle Remote Manipulator System or Canadarm was de
signed by Canadian companies and assembled by SPAR Aero
space for the United States space shuttle. It weighs 410 kg and 
is 15.2 m long. In space it can move 30,000 kg. The cost to 
build the arm is $110 million. See the full size replica from the 
National Museum of Science and Technology at “Space Ad
venture” .

Thank you to Sponsors:
Business of Downtown Belleville (BBIA); Black Dia
mond; Century Place; Kinsmen Club of Belleville; 

MicroAge Computer Centre; OJ 95.5 FM; Procter & 
Gamble; Semple-Gooder Roofing; Ultra Food & Drug 

Materials supplied by:
Betacorp Belleville Now, Cashway, Core Curriculum 

Technologies
the 1930s.
Saturn has over 18 moons.
Neptune has a huge storm called the Great Dark Spot. It is about 
the size of the Earth!
Some scientists believe Pluto is actually an asteroid or a comet 
and not a planet at all.
The “Northern Lights” are caused by solar winds that send par
ticles toward the Earth. The particles get trapped in the magnetic 
field at the north and south poles. The particles collide with air 
molecules and create the glow we see from time to time.

Outlook is published monthly for the Friends and Members of 
the Hastings County Historical Society.

It is edited and produced by Lewis Zandbergen. 
Anyone wishing to submit articles or information can contact 

the editor at 613-395-3022, Fax 613-395-4695, or E-mail 
lewzan@connect.reach.net
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