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We had a picture of it, but my brother was here from the west and
his bovs had never seen 2 stone mschine., So he asked if her could
take the picture home with him and we let him,

Yese..

¥
Q’Oh, T would say it would be at least that long snywsy end then there

was the frame ond it was....oh by gollyv, T think T could draw it

qgquicker than T could tell vou.

T've already got it storted there vou see, there are the hind wheels,

That's no good.

I think ifwfgu were to turn it around, you could say it was something

like & thide tricycle, only a lot bigrer end it had two wheels in

front, not one it was four wheels.,

Yeah but they were pretty close together,

Yes, I say it was a little like = tricycle, but the wheels were real

hugee, T don't know whether they would be as high 2s this ceiling, T

guess they wouldn't,

The bsck end of the thing wouldld be =quare there like that.

It had to be made big enough to straddle a stone fence.,

Cuite a ways a part here, from thenhind wheels. i
Yes, yes.. |
Say I will try end get that picture for vou, and then this, that hind

end of the thing here. There was two pieces of wide plank on that

4

up to this hosrd here. This was smaller wheels, aﬂot smaller wheeld
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on the front than on the back. T don't know if there's enough of that
ov el

beek home to find out what you want to know or not. There could be,
We might better go and looke.

Well, we will do all our bookR work here, and then we'll drive over,
Well, +this was quite a wide thing in here, vou see-Fhat was had to
hold up cuite a2 bit. This wasn't; this wesn't so wide up there and
these weren't either. They this thing up in heretas & thing, oh T don't
know if T could remember all that or not. Anyvay if you hitched vour
horses on to this thing.

KEind of a windlass, or a winch affair.

Yoa, there was e thing come down here, 1t was chained you see on both
sides. That went out, that narted vou see, and put around your stone.
The stone; somebody necked 2 hole in both sides of it.

The dsy before the stone mzchine come,

No, not necessarily, Murn done cuite a bit of that when dad and him
was doing stones you see. That opens up you see, ¥This change narts
and you put one hig heavy thine like that; mﬁi@h had a point on it,
These things had to be sharvened cuite often beceuse thev,. the stone
they were using. Then they took thet up to the tov, and then the
whole thing, weit T don't think T know enough of it to remember enough
of it to tell you without seeins it.

Yoﬁr doing a]fight as far ss I =2m concerned.

Well, youn never saw one before,

Youre doing prettyv tood, thereé a tongue on the Tittle end then thev
Just used the whole thing.

Yes, there wes a tonrue on here but vour horses mulled, they rulled

the thing up, vou see they were teken off of the tonpue. This 211 this
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here stuff here, this rmulled up around this thing and out lords knows
where T forgot now. But out here, it ~ulled cut enough to pull =11

thie

s

up ond there wra something about it that clottered up there,
1P ox

el o bl

}
1

thecher it, T don't remember whether thot come to o certo

tde

n place, it
made thot clatter or not or vhether it wes just the noise of the
thing anyuaye.

No, T think mavbe there wee ratchet like I think, o it conldn't slip

heck,

oo

-

e fastened so it conldn't,.

C

Ch, well there was vea, it hed to
It wes 2 Tittle hit to zive vou on idegllike the fesd on the sow mill,
3

vou know the hig drum with the cable ond there wos chain instesd of

cable, Tt worked the other wey, like to give the horse hig power

they had to welk quite oz wave to 1ift it. They corld 1ift cuite 2

bie stone, the stone fences oround here vou could likelv find the

heles chopped in them,
Ch, heavens over west cf the lake on the cld Smith ond Robertson place,

Rohinson plrce, #11 kinds of stceneg with chips in them.

Oh, well thets it.

It took 2 good team, to handle them sometimes movbe they had two teams

1
e

ong zread of the other. T Aon't know.

No, dad never did no, dad never had two teams.

I cen remember Murn say thet it had to he a rond team.
Well, it did, this old thing it pulled up and when it went down again.
You see, it rodled cround there somehow, it nulled out out aro nd this

way somehow, because it rolled around this thing, so as to get coinge

and then bock and down egain when it let it down vou see. "hen they

iJ.

cot the thin t Tastened there, they got it fastened

o
&t [

up there vou see,
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it stayved there you gee and they took the horses off it and put them
on the tongue again, and took it to the fence.

T tell von where there is one not teg far away.Rill Kitcher's got one
down there. ée had trackéﬁ one whether he, T think he sot it home,
I'm not sure if he got it hack sround Fuller scomevhere. Tt was in a
fence. Tn movable condition, not toehig a one I don't think it was

s big as Uncle Jims. His was cuite z big one, This is stoney country

around here, McMullen's had one too, T guess it would he about the
t

gome size. UWouldn't it...

This one T don't know where T heven't seen it for vears it must have
rotted,

When they went out moving stones for other people, how far out am T
if T s&id they got fifteen to twenty-five cents 2 stone. Ts that about
right?

Fifteen cents a stone.

Whet would constitute a good davs work? Six, eirht, ten stone a day.
Well; thet T wouldn't know, likelw., See T wzs kind of yoﬁng Egg, T
wes the forgotten oney I'm five venrs vounger then cny of the rest of
them.

I see,

I told them I thought you were the youngest of the fomilv,

Well T am 2nd there's just three of us living now and there was
eleven, there wes thirteen of us and there's three of us living now.
Who's the otherg cne besides you and Murney.,

Flossie, she's in the Manor in Belleville.

What's here last name?
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You might know hery she merried Trnest Wilson.
He use to run-2 m2il route.
Ch, ves ves.
Not on this route.
Someone told me thet Murney wes reasonably hendy with dynamites,
Is thet true? Did he ever do any??
I never heard tell of him doing any dynamite in Lis life.
Well, thets ohfthen. You prob:bly didn't.
I'd of heard it thats for sure.
How many fzrms would he have provided the service for?
If voure thinking of bhrezking stones, excuse me,he told me and Chris
my son in law was talkking to him last year and Murn said that anything
that was to big to handle, thewv use to break him b» burning them.
You know they would start a fire, and get 2 hot enough fire and then
the stone would crack after a whiles TIn those deys they sometimes
used stump powder, T never heard Murn sev anything about dyamite,
I don't think he was a dynemite mon, no Stapley likes to be around
1)
dynamite to much, that T know oﬁﬁéa?dangerous.
Anything further on the stone beforéf%ére going thrashing in & minute
or two,
T would like you to go over end cee whats left of thet over there,
because there must surely be zsome left of it.
Thats okay. ..
Well, it will sive vou a hetter idez of the size.

Tt's quite awhile, T would imagine it would be rotted down, use to
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¢it out there behind where ¥Murn use to keep his car, thats the Jast
place T saw it.
Yea, Murn never looked sfter anything; he never did. Tad lived until
he was what eighty~six, I think and well he died in forty-one.
It was a thing you couldn't put in side vou know.
No;no no..
Murn never had responsiblilty, of anything up until Dad died and it
looks it. He never has taken on resnonsiblity as a man éhould,
because you alwsys lived =t home,
He wasn't msrriedg and he didn't have 2 woman to prod him.
Your fother was a brother of Fords prandfesther, vour father was
William,
No, no, Jemes Stapley.
James =2nd James was 2 brother of Sam. Right, rircht,
There wes a William Stapley thats her brother he was one of the boys.
Ch, yea, whats the family backsround of the Stanleys. I would say
without wou telling me, ﬁgg-probably ceme here from fngland.

wfﬁfzyﬁ

il e i ol
At one time. ¥»4¢‘ni;/
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Well, they did,,they landedpin the States, somewhere T couldn't tell
vou where,

sod . . N

Yes, I have heard te¥xl that they came with the United Fmpire Toyalists.
Well, T don't know about thet, but..

They originated in Fnglend but thev did come to the States thats the

story I heard.

Well, T will tell you his wife was expecting a baby and they stayed

there until after the baby was born and then they c:qme on across

to Canads,.
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That sonds, that sounds, what vear, what if they were lTovalists
and came into this area they would get here 178, Thats the common
dtcepted dote.fn ..

T'm not sure of that but I have heard Harry Juby, cay he's one old
timer, he said thet he understood that they came with the United
Empire Iovalists, but I couldn't be sure of that.

Well, the commonly egcepted date for any of the Loyalists getting
onto these farms, even across the front of Sidney, Thurlow, and
Tyandenaga, was 1784, Vhile we are here.s.

T don't know if the Staplers have been around here that long or not,
have they back in the seventeen hundreds.

Well, T guess they would.,

Yea, your father and my grandfather were the second generation that
lived around here.,

You know who T mean by @lige Grimshaw.

Yes,

T havébeen trying to get her on the phone and her phone won't answer
and then T called her daughter Mrs. Ellis and she didn't know why
her phone didn't answer. I wanted to get some imformetion from her
about the thrashing end of the Stapley familvsae~dT will before we
wind this thing up. How could you come to, how many vears, Frank

thrashed, continuousv.

Ch, T wouldn't have the faintest idea,
Well, my first figure is five,

Ch, he must of thrashed more than that,

T mean more than fiftv.

Oh, fifty, oh well, T think thot sounds more like it.
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thtjwould you say Ford, over fifty;
dnother thing, that there are Stapleys all over Belleville, here and
there and thepk all related. ¥When DNad first come here they ceme to
RBelleville and they lived there awhile, When they czme out here,
T guess Dad was scared to death, he never seen such hills in hiﬁ
b we

life, hefore, They walked, the kids had to walk of coursen ;nd they
said those hills were so steep and theyv were so far down. They were
scared, thev hung onto everything going down, the hill for fear of
falling off,
If vou wanted to 2o to the trouble of hunting up Bruce, he could
proabley get that nretty close, but T wonld say even more than fifty

olidather:e
cause his father thrashed amd Sam Stapnley thrashed.
Oh, ved

Yo, Uncle Mac was likely helping him as soon as he was old enourh.

s}
P

ay in his teens or in his twenties. He thrashed right up until
they ouit on the count of combines, I guess vou could say. I think
he thrashed some every vear =s long as there was thrashing,

Your crandfzther S=am died resonably voung.

Yeg, T don't remember that, Uncle Sem 2t 211, He died «fter T was

born but T don't remember.

He died in the vear 1900, T think didn't he.

Well, thet was before T was horn then. T was born in 1902.
Thet wass T think the same vear Uncle ilbert.

Veahthe tomb stone dovn there.

Veo, it poe ricsht cround then, Albert save he don't remember either,

’ o and B o seuunry.f'ue.
. . s
Thote bie yvoungest boy, hefore he wos o1d enongh to remembery He

voe horn in 1900, He died within a vear after,



Stanlevs Pa

td
LX 3

How long did vour fother, Hunesell thrash®
- : Hhen

an
F: Well] he wne married snd working on the railrosd He might of helped

hig fether, Uncle Rrion before thot, but when he cot married, he

lived in Lindeey for two years, do wvou remembor trat yvesr or tro

vesre, wag a fireman, vou moy have heard him cav, on the old Grand
vegrs .S o Pireman, voun mey hove neard him oor “he : a

e And then when he cuit thst Jjob =nd come ond got land sround here,

doce T colled it ax first, thotls vhere Ceeh
. ao? , . SCee? 5 .

Tived, He storted threshing then,ond he thrashed up until he

died that would be ahovt 1012 cr 10913, =hen he storted on his owm

end he died in 1946, T don't think he missed a vear, so if vou Ao

ittle mentzl erithmetic.

i
=8

We hove 35 ve rs there,.

=

T remember when T wes Jjust 2 voung lad, he thrashed for tventyv-five

vears in succession and thet was just before he cuit,

S}

You knov who I mean by Phil Carr,

4]
L2 ]

Fhil yes.

Phil was a brother-in-law wasn't he.

(92
o8

Yes, he married Addy Stapley.

)

Did you ever hear the little poem thaot Bhil composed, when he was on

the reilroad,

B: There was only two lines in it so it won't take long to say it.
beq . . ) . .
"Phil se2id the switchmen knew by the whistle Shfl]l/’that the man
a2t the throdle wrs handsome Phil.”

Fe: That sounds like him.
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We got to bring Mels in there. T presume thot Mels might not of made
thirty verrs as a thrasher, is that right.

T don®t think he did, T don't think so. Marn use to thrash for him.
Murn use to work for him.

Oliver never actually owned his own ocutfit, At different times

I remember him coming to our place with vour father.

The last few years that there was any thrashing.He loaned one of
Uncle Frankt mechines and put his tractor on it.

T asked (live one time end T am goins to asgk her the next time T

see her., T asked Olive if in 81l there thrading and sawing lumber if
any of the Staplevs had ever had an acident,

had some close shaves, Uncle Frank

-

Well, not tw serious, T guess

lost npart of ¢ finger when he cot real o0ld, that was in the blower

part of his first finger, Tt was Jjust carelessness in the saw dust
J
Y, . 1

blowery it was in the same location as his fathers was outside the

track, or in th t area. He had it so the saw dust fell down in front

of him and it baj to suck it in, so it wouldn't suck anything in bhig
e f° aba -

s Cori "-VF 5["

enoufh: there was s piece of hard wood ;igﬁ; and just as he opicked
it wp, it caught enough of the draft. Tt hit the fan hard enough
toke off the finger., T think it was the first finger on his right
hand. He had an arm broke, T don't know how it happened, back in

his vounger days,.

Thate the one I'm going to tell about, that's the one thet Q0live told
me about. You'd understand this, T don't,; but theres a certain

point in time or place when vou oren the throdle on a steam engine.
The steam engine will not start, it has to be rotdled out on what they

call a centre, He had a new man that was suppose to be a engineer
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and Frank said turn around. He took him literally and he opendd the
throdle right oren wide and when he gave the flag wheelg 2 little
flip, it just about Jumped out of his boz. Something caught him and
broke the small bone in his wriss, 0live claims that that was the
only acident, that her father Frank ever had.

You know Olive im not that old, she was old enouzh to be around when
he was working. Oh they use to get sprains, bumns and bruises

and things like that but they never got there arms and legs cut off
or things like thot, They had some close shaves, sometimes I heard
Uncle Frank say there, thot he could have been cut in two. He was

dovn adjusting the guides, vou know what they are,

IS

I do.

gine

Tl o

Somehody that didn't knov anvthing cbout 2 smw mill was ba

b

-+

around and walked up ond put his hends on the lever just to lean

on it, Tt started to move and he was so netrified thot he couldn't
move and he didn't know what he wes doing. Somebodv wns close
enourh to get him off =2nd stor it. Uncle Frank said he conld o

kolle ~
nothing but w22, he thourht he was a coner,

5

well, we wil' co over snd see what we can see of the o0ld stone mechine.

'

Theres only nerts of it there,

Thot's Okoy. Thot s okay-
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"‘1 on Mﬂaw October Sth,
~ 2003, Forde Stapley, of Stiriing, in
his-§! “*W,M Of tbe late ﬁu& :

| eased by hm sister Luella
‘S“WEY and by his brothers Ralph
and Kenneth Stapley. Survived by
éhis l.brothwmlm Eric Summers |
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